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and communities will help to ensure
that we will have more social workers
to meet the needs of the underserved
that are in our population.

Tuskegee University, home of the re-
nowned scientist George Washington
Carver and the Tuskegee Airmen, leads
the country in African-American aero-
space science engineer graduates—
leads the country.

Oakwood University in Huntsville is
one of the top universities sending mi-
nority undergraduate students to med-
ical schools.

And, just this year, the achievements
of two Stillman College students and
two Talladega College students were
recognized by the White House as part
of the prestigious HBCU Scholars Pro-
gram.

Traditional 4-year degrees aren’t
suited for everyone. I noticed that in
my years of coaching. Everybody does
not need to go to a 4-year university.
And Alabama HBCUs have a strong tra-
dition of empowering students through
the vocational and technical programs
that they offer.

In as little as 6 months, a student at
Lawson State Community College in
Birmingham can launch a career—just
in 6 months. Their vocational program-
ming provides low-cost and fast-
tracked avenues for students to gain
subject-matter expertise in industries
like HVAC work and building construc-
tion.

Meanwhile, Gadsden State Commu-
nity College is working to make a new
Advanced Manufacturing Center part
of its future to help prepare students
for the roles that the manufacturing
industry will be filling in the coming
years.

Finally, we have repeatedly seen that
when Alabama HBCUs collaborate with
local businesses and government agen-
cies, communities thrive, innovation
occurs, and progress is made.

Shelton State’s Fire College is re-
sponsible for training paid and volun-
teer firefighters and EMTs.

Bishop State Community College just
partnered with Alabama Power to offer
a 9-week electric line worker training
program—only 9 weeks. The graduates
of this new program will be the power
restoration experts that people rely on
in times of need, such as a hurricane,
which we have just gone through sev-
eral in the last few months in the
South.

Drake State created a satellite
tracking station in partnership with
NASA and an amateur radio station
that serves as FEMA'’s relay station
during local weather watch activities.

And throughout its history, Miles
College has had a strong relationship
with the surrounding community, pro-
moting racial equality for African
Americans. During the civil rights era,
President Lucius Pitts helped to nego-
tiate race relations and supported his
students’ desires to participate in non-
violent protests.

Overcoming decades of adversity and
opposition, HBCUs continue to be com-
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petitive educational institutions with
programs for students who want higher
education, career-tech training, or to
position themselves for better employ-
ment opportunities. We need to honor
accomplishments by the HBCUs and
celebrate their significant contribu-
tions to our society.

Over the last decade, my colleague
Senator TiM ScoTT from South Caro-
lina has been focused on doing just
that. I am thankful to have joined him
the last month to introduce a resolu-
tion to formally designate the week of
September 6 as National HBCU Week.
Because of their work and the work of
their leaders, these institutions are de-
serving of national recognition.

Last week, during National HBCU
Week, there were many tributes about
the work of these great colleges and
universities, about the impact they
have made in the lives of so many peo-
ple across this country and the impact
they have made on many, many lives.

While this week was a chance to rec-
ognize the many ways HBCUs con-
tribute to our society, our recognition
shouldn’t stop at one week. We should
honor their work by continuing the
conversation for how we can support
these institutions for years and years
to come.

HBCUs have given a gift—a gift of
education and an opportunity—to so
many in Alabama and across our Na-
tion. I hope my colleagues join me and
Senator SCOTT in recognizing their tre-
mendous, tremendous impact on a lot
of young lives of people all across our
country.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri.

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that I, along with
Senator MORAN and Senator MURRAY,
be permitted to complete our remarks
before the scheduled rollcall vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

AFGHANISTAN

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, I am
here today to talk about the crisis in
Afghanistan and to honor the distin-
guished service of those who gave the
last full measure of their devotion pro-
tecting Americans there.

For the last month, Americans have
watched, horrified, at the scenes of
chaos and terror and bloodshed: Ameri-
cans trapped at the Kabul Airport, ter-
rified as the enemy closed in; innocent
civilians fleeing for their lives, aban-
doned by their government; a young
man desperately clinging to a depart-
ing plane’s landing gear, he was so des-
perate to escape, only to fall then to
his tragic death; 13 marines, the pride
of our Nation, cut down by terrorists,
never to see home again; and, then, as
American planes finally departed, hun-
dreds of American civilians left behind
to the enemy.

Let me say that again: hundreds of
American civilians left behind to the
enemy.

And after all of that, who can forget
the image of the President of the
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United States, declaring this mission
that he planned, that he executed, that
he oversaw—this mission that left 13
marines dead, that left hundreds of
American civilians behind enemy lines;
this mission that resulted in chaos and
terror and bloodshed—who can forget
this President saying that this mission
was, and I quote, ‘‘extraordinarily suc-
cessful’’?

An extraordinary success—really?
Has a Commander in Chief in American
history ever before uttered words like
that? Has a Commander in Chief ever
celebrated as ‘‘successful’”’—‘‘success-
ful”’—the abandonment of American ci-
vilians to an enemy, the death of
American soldiers, terrorizing of Amer-
ican citizens and American allies?

I hope I will not live to ever hear
again in my lifetime such shameful and
disgraceful words from a President of
the United States.

And make no mistake, this President
is a disgrace. His behavior is disgrace-
ful. He has dishonored this country
with his shameful leadership in this
crisis, and it is time for him to resign.
And if he had the responsibility of lead-
ership, he would resign for the crisis
that he has himself led this Nation into
and the responsibility he bears for the
lives that have been lost and for the
American citizens who are, even now as
I speak, trapped in Afghanistan, left to
the enemy because of his failures and
his shameful, disgraceful leadership.

Even the shameful performance of
America’s leaders cannot disguise or
cover over the heroism of America’s
soldiers, and I want to talk about one
of those soldiers now. He was Marine
Corps LCpl Jared Schmitz. He was from
Missouri.

He was from Wentzville, in St.
Charles County, to be exact, and he had
wanted to be a marine since he was a
teenager. Lance Corporal Schmitz was
only 6 months old when terrorists at-
tacked this country on September 11,
2001. He wasn’t old enough to remem-
ber the beginnings of this long war in
which he would go on to so valiantly
serve. He had only graduated from high
school, from Fort Zumwalt South High
School, in 2019.

Jared signed up to join the Marines
shortly before his 18th birthday. He had
dreamed of it since before his sopho-
more year. He began training with re-
cruits even before he enlisted. He want-
ed to serve this Nation because he was
a man who served others. His father
said Jared was always smiling nonstop.
He brought light and hope to every
place he went, and he wanted to bring
those gifts and service to his country—
and he did.

He was a fine marine. He was sent on
his first deployment to Jordan earlier
this year and then received orders to
Afghanistan. Jared Schmitz, Lance
Corporal Schmitz, was there on August
26—there at the Kabul airport, doing
his duty, serving his country, smiling
nonstop when the enemy attacked. And
it was there that Lance Corporal
Schmitz, age 20, gave his life for the
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people he loved and for the Nation he
served. He died so that others might
live.

I had the privilege of speaking to
Lance Corporal Schmitz’s family just
hours after we learned of Jared’s death.
I said this to them, and I promised that
I would say it for the whole Nation:
that Jared Schmitz lived a life of
honor, he lived a life worth living, and
his sacrifice was not in vain.

Jared didn’t have to serve. He didn’t
have to deploy halfway around the
world. He didn’t have to stand pro-
tecting Americans and other innocent
people as disaster unfolded. He didn’t
have to do any of it. He chose to do it.
He chose to serve. He chose to give his
life for others. That is a hero. That is
an American.

Lance Corporal Schmitz deserves this
honor. He deserves this recognition.
Frankly, it is the least of what he de-
serves. And so, today, I am introducing
in this body a resolution to honor
Lance Corporal Schmitz and all the
Missourians who made the ultimate
sacrifice during the war in Afghani-
stan. They will not be forgotten.

Over the last 20 years, we have often
heard numbers used to describe the
costs of this long war: $2 trillion spent,
over 20,000 soldiers wounded in action
and thousands more who came home
with invisible wounds, and 2,461 Amer-
ican personnel who gave their very
lives. But each of these numbers was a
son, a daughter, a husband, or wife, or
father, or friend. They have names.
They have lives. And they deserve to be
honored.

As this chapter of American history
concludes, I want to recognize in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD each of my fel-
low Missourians who, during the war in
Afghanistan, made the ultimate sac-
rifice serving this Nation. I ask that
each of us reflect together and pray to-
gether for each one of the fallen, and
also their families who have sacrificed
so much, who have sacrificed all they
have to sacrifice. These men and
women will live in our hearts and in
the memory of this Nation.

They are Christopher Michael
Allgaier; Michael Chad Bailey; Michael
Joe Beckerman; Brian J. Bradbury;
Paul Douglas Carron; Jacob Russell
Carver; Joseph Brian Cemper; Robert
Keith Charlton; Richard Michael
Crane; Robert Wade Crow, Jr.; Justin
Eric Culbreth; Robert G. Davis; Edward
Fred Dixon III; Jason David Fingar;
James Matthew Finley; Zachary Mi-
chael Fisher; Jacob Rudeloff Fleischer;
Blake Wade Hall; Nicholas Joel Hand;
James Warren Harrison, Jr.; Jonathon
Michael Dean Hostetter; James Roger
Ide V; Issac Brandon Jackson; Chris-
topher M. Katzenberger; Jeremy An-

drew Katzenberger; William Jo
Kerwood; Daniel Leon Kisling, Jr.;
Donald Matthew Marler; Matthew

David Mason; Richard Lewis McNulty
III; Bradley Louis Melton; James Doug-
las Mowris; Michael Robert Patton; Jo-
seph Michael Peters; Robert Wayne
Pharris; Ricky Linn Richardson, Jr.;
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Charles Montague Sadell; Charles Ray

Sanders, Jr.; Ronald Wayne Sawyer;
Patrick Wayne Schimmel; Jared
Marcus Schmitz; Roslyn Littman

Schulte; Billy Joe Siercks; Adam Olin
Smith; Tyler James Smith; Chris-
topher Glenn Stark; Sean Patrick Sul-
livan; Philip James Svitak; Phillip
David Vinnedge; Matthew Herbert
Walker; Jeffrey Lee White, Jr.; Mat-
thew Willard Wilson; Vincent Cortez
Winston, Jr.; Sterling William Wyatt;
and Gunnar William Zwilling.

Mr. President, the sacrifices of so
many brave men and women demand
that we in Congress bring all the facts
of this long war to light. These sac-
rifices demand that we in Congress
prioritize transparency and full ac-
countability. And these sacrifices de-
mand that we hold responsible those
who bear the blame for the failure of
the last month and of all the months
that preceded it.

For 20 years, our soldiers who fought
in Afghanistan did what we sent them
there to do. They went after al-Qaida,
killed Osama bin Laden, and prevented
terrorists from using Afghanistan as a
base for attacking our homeland. They
did their duty, and they did it honor-
ably.

But by now it is abundantly clear
President Biden has not done his.
President Biden turned an orderly
evacuation into a disaster; that much
is painfully clear.

First, Joe Biden pulled our troops
out; then he sent thousands back in. He
failed to protect Americans still in the
country. He failed to account for lethal
American military equipment he left
behind. He failed to anticipate wors-
ening conditions on the ground. He
failed in his judgment that the Afghan
security forces would hold their own
when our own intelligence estimates
said that they wouldn’t. He failed to
anticipate a new offensive by the
Taliban. He failed again and again and
again until American blood at the
Kabul airport paid the price for that
failure. Then he celebrated it as an
“‘extraordinary success.”

Joe Biden’s team is responsible too.
Men like Secretary Austin; Secretary
Blinken; Jake Sullivan, the National
Security Adviser, they overestimated
the Afghan security forces’ willingness
to hold the line; and instead of plan-
ning for the worst, they planned for the
best. Because of them, we have Ameri-
cans stranded behind enemy lines and
over 100,000 Afghan refugees arriving
now to this country at this eleventh
hour without vetting or precautions.

This was never necessary. It did not
have to be this way and it shouldn’t
have been. Joe Biden is responsible for
today’s failure and now there must be
accountability. Instead, the President’s
team is even now coming to Capitol
Hill and blaming others, shirking re-
sponsibility. That is cowardly.

I, for one, am not willing to look the
other way. Let me be clear. I will not
consent to the nomination of any
nominee for the Department of Defense

September 14, 2021

or for the Department of State until
Secretary Austin and Secretary
Blinken and Jake Sullivan resign.
Leaders take responsibility for their
failures. And the failure of these indi-
viduals, the failure of this administra-
tion has cost Americans their lives and
has left American civilians to the
enemy. There must be accountability
and there must be a new start.

I believe that a century from now,
when the history of this long war is
written by our children’s children, they
will note the heroism and the honor of
our soldiers and veterans who, in the
aftermath of the worst attacks on our
Nation’s soil in a century, stood stead-
fast and resolute in unity; and who, de-
spite the grave mistakes of their lead-
ers over many years, served their coun-
try with bravery and distinction and
defense of our freedom.

The great Winston Churchill, who
was himself the veteran of one war and
leader of another, said this almost 70
years ago:

We have surmounted all the perils and en-
dured all the agonies of the past. We shall
provide against and thus prevail over the
dangers and the problems of the future, with-
hold no sacrifice, grudge no toil, seek no sor-
did gain, fear no foe. All will be well. We
have, I believe, within us the life-strength
and guiding light by which the tormented
world around us may find the harbour of
safety, after a storm-beaten voyage.

Mr. President, I believe, as Ameri-
cans, we have that life-strength. I be-
lieve we have in us the light and the
hope to survive this troubled time and
to provide the world around us the har-
bor of safety after a storm-beaten voy-
age.

God bless our troops.

I yield floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I join the
Senator from Missouri and his col-
league, Senator BLUNT, expressing my
condolences and concern for the family
of Lance Corporal Jared Schmitz from
the great State of Missouri and others
who died at the Kabul airport in the ef-
fort to free Americans and Afghans
who helped Americans from their coun-
try and from their deaths.

It takes us back to this weekend,
Saturday, September 11. Our Nation re-
membered the horrific attacks that oc-
curred 20 years previous and reflected
upon the fight against terrorism, which
was set in motion on that very fateful
day.

The events that unfolded in Afghani-
stan these past few weeks have made
the 20th anniversary of September 11
that much more painful; painful espe-
cially for the men and women who
served our Nation in Afghanistan.

The chaos and collapse of that coun-
try cost American lives, opened old
wounds, and left many Americans ques-
tioning how all this could happen in
this manner.

The American people require answers
from the administration on how our
withdrawal from Afghanistan went so
horribly—so horribly, horribly wrong.
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Officials should be, must be, held ac-
countable for their weak Ileadership
and mismanaged withdrawal.

During my tenure in the U.S. House
of Representatives and here in the U.S.
Senate, following the attack of 9/11, I
visited Afghanistan four times. Over
the course of those visits, I saw
progress being made by our troops and
by civilians, by our NATO allies, and
by Afghan partners.

My last visit was about 4 years ago
just to the day about a week ago. At
that time, the U.S. had less than 15,000
servicemembers in Afghanistan and our
men and women were operating as ad-
visers to the Afghan military. For the
most part, the war seemed to be being
fought by the Afghan military. Cer-
tainly, several terrorist groups had a
presence in the region, but our mili-
tary was preventing them from gaining
the ability to strike our homeland.

President Biden’s withdrawal plan, if
it could be called that, led to the dead-
liest day for American servicemembers
in Afghanistan since 2011. Thirteen of
our servicemembers returned home in
flag-draped caskets. Most of them were
too young to remember 9/11, yet they
laid down our lives to help Americans
and Afghans flee the Taliban and find
safety.

Americans remain in Afghanistan
and thousands of our Afghan partners
who are likely to face persecution or
death at the hands of the Taliban have
little hope of escaping the country. Our
own office continues the effort to try
to find and help those individuals re-
move themselves from a country where
death seems certain.

I thank my staff, and I pray for those
people, and I thank the Kansans who
brought them to our attention.

People at home worried about Chris-
tians being persecuted for being Chris-
tians in Afghanistan. Those who serve
in Afghanistan worried about someone
who saved their life—an Afghan who
saved their life or who was their inter-
preter or who was there side by side
with them—now being left to the fate
of the Taliban.

I am a member of the Senate Appro-
priations Subcommittees that fund the
Departments of Defense and State. We
must hold hearings to examine the
President’s decision-making process
and his consideration of the advice pro-
vided by his military and intelligence
community leaders. We need to deter-
mine what steps, if any, were taken to
plan for the withdrawal of Americans,
with Special Immigrant Visas holders
from Afghanistan.

We also need to hear directly from
the administration how costly the le-
thal American weapons ended up in the
hands of Taliban. The high-ranking of-
ficials who were responsible for this
failure must answer to the American
people why this operation failed so
spectacularly and why their taxpayer
dollars were left behind for the Taliban
in the form of helicopters, combat ve-
hicles, and weapons.

How is it that we came to rely upon
the Taliban to help those we are re-
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sponsible for, we owe a debt to, to be
able to escape from the Taliban?

The administration must also be held
accountable for its mismanagement
and for the precarious security situa-
tion that this incompetent withdrawal
created. Hastily withdrawing thou-
sands of troops, apparently in the in-
terest of a symbolic departure before
the 20th anniversary of 9/11, made this
world a more dangerous place. It cre-
ated an environment that will allow
radical terrorists to find refuge under
the Taliban rule, and produced one
that was the most pressing humani-
tarian crisis in history.

We deserve answers on how we will
remedy this complex security situa-
tion, how we will help Afghan women
and girls who are already being per-
secuted, and how we will learn from
mistakes that were made to make cer-
tain it cannot happen again.

Finally, our veterans who served
honorably in Afghanistan need to know
that their service—and when I say ‘‘fi-
nally,” this is not the least important
point. It is made at the end to make
the point so clear. Our veterans who
served honorably in Afghanistan need
to know that their service was not—
was not—in vain. More than 775,000
servicemembers were deployed to Af-
ghanistan over the two decades since 9/
11.

To those servicemembers: Make no
mistake, your service has left a lasting
and unparalleled impact upon the
world.

Our country has been safe from a ter-
rorist attack from the region of Af-
ghanistan since their arrival in Af-
ghanistan. Their work and efforts,
their sacrifice and service made a dif-
ference for the safety of their fellow
Americans. Those who served signifi-
cantly reduced the threat from al-
Qaida and brought Osama bin Laden to
justice.

You deserve to know that the col-
lapse of Afghanistan does not fall on
your shoulders but on the failure of
leadership here in the Nation’s Capital
City. Our sudden, disastrous, and poor-
ly executed withdrawal opened old
wounds and created new ones.

I commit as the ranking Republican
on the Senate Committee on Veterans’
Affairs to work side by side with our
chairman, the Senator from Montana,
to make certain that our veterans re-
ceive the care and attention they de-
serve and are entitled to, the respect
and honor from their fellow American
citizens, and the benefits that we
promised to be available, available.

We have made the world a more dan-
gerous place by our failing departure,
and we have left Americans and our Af-
ghan partners behind.

I served in the House of Representa-
tives on 9/11, 20 years ago. I remember
the day and the attack. I was one of
the first Members of Congress to visit
Ground Zero, where I saw the remains
of the two Twin Towers—still smoke
coming from the ground, steam—a bit
like a construction site as they were

S6471

trying to remove the rubble that were
the remains of those towers.

First, family members were brought
in to see the site where their loved
ones died, which captured my heart as
I watched them see where their loved
ones died. After paying my respects to
those family members and as I was
leaving, I found a makeshift memorial
that New Yorkers had placed there. It
was a series of long tables at which
people had brought flowers and cards,
stuffed animals—teddy bears—and
notes to pay tribute to those who had
died just a few weeks before at that lo-
cation.

I picked up one thing from that table
of remembrance and honor and respect.
It was a piece of notebook paper with a
jagged edge along the side, torn out of
a spiral notebook, with a child’s hand-
writing:

Dear Daddy, how much I love you, how I
hope Heaven is a wonderful place, and I hope,
Daddy, that I live a life good enough to join
you there someday.

Amanda, aged 12.

That moment has stuck with me for
20-plus years now—the point being that
we have a responsibility to make sure
that there are no more Amandas who
suffer the fate that this young girl suf-
fered that day with the death of her fa-
ther. It occurred because of a terrorist
attack occurring on the lands of Af-
ghanistan, held by the Taliban, that al-
lowed ISIS to attack the United States
of America.

I have tried to change my conduct as
a Member of Congress, since that day,
to be a more responsible Member, to do
the things necessary to be more world-
ly and understand what is going on, to
make sure that I make the decisions
that help make the world a safer place.

What we have seen in the last few
weeks discourages me in making the
world a safer place, but I rise to the
call again to say we have responsibil-
ities left in Afghanistan; we have re-
sponsibilities to the people we left be-
hind to allow and to help them escape
near certain death; and we also have
responsibilities to those men and
women who served in Afghanistan, who
answered the call because they saw
what happened to our Nation on 9/11
and said: I have something to give. I
have something—perhaps my life—to
give to see that this doesn’t happen
again.

I hope that we, despite the -cir-
cumstances that we have seen in the
last days, now have the ability as a
U.S. Congress, as a Member of the U.S.
Senate, to rise to the occasion in which
we are still needed in this world to pro-
tect American lives, to save lives in Af-
ghanistan, and to make certain—to
make certain—that there are no more
Amandas asking for the opportunity to
see their fathers someday in Heaven.

The burdens are great for us. The re-
sponsibilities are real. Those who have
failed us to date need to be held ac-
countable, and the rest of us need to
rise to the occasion to protect this
country we love, the United States of
America.
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I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
LUJAN). The Senator from Washington.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, we are
about to take two votes, and I will
speak on both of them for just a few
minutes.

NOMINATION OF JAMES RICHARD KVAAL

Mr. President, right now, many stu-
dents in higher education across the
country are back on campus for the
start of a new school year, and al-
though I know many of them are ex-
cited to finally be able to return to
their classrooms and their friends,
there are still many challenges in high-
er education we need to tackle imme-
diately, including keeping our students
safe and healthy as the COVID-19 crisis
continues.

We also cannot lose sight of the fact
that student debt is at a historic high
as borrowers across our country are
drowning in student debt. The cost of
higher education continues to rise,
forcing students to give up on higher
education dreams simply because they
can’t afford it. Predatory for-profit col-
leges continue to target first-genera-
tion students, students of color, and
our veterans. Across the country, cam-
pus sexual assault, harassment, and
discrimination, and systemic racism
leave too many students feeling unsafe
in their own school communities.

Students across our country deserve
leaders who are committed to address-
ing these urgent problems and who will
work to always put students and bor-
rowers first. I believe James Kvaal is
exactly that kind of leader, and I urge
my colleagues to join me in supporting
his nomination to serve as Under Sec-
retary of Education. Mr. Kvaal’s back-
ground reflects a deep commitment to
our Nation’s students and the experi-
ence needed to hit the ground running
on day one.

As president of the Institute for Col-
lege Access and Success, Mr. Kvaal
fought to improve student outcomes
and quality, reform Federal and State
financial aid, support student loan bor-
rowers, and increase State and Federal
investments in higher education. He
also has a long record in public service,
including as Deputy Under Secretary of
Education and as Deputy Director of
the Domestic Policy Council in the

Obama  administration, where he
helped strengthen college account-
ability, expand investments in Pell

grants, and worked to ensure students
had critical information about the out-
comes of the colleges and universities
they might attend.

To me, it is a clear vote to confirm
Mr. Kvaal. It is a vote to support our
students and borrowers and to help
build a stronger, more equitable higher
education system.

NOMINATION OF DAVID G. ESTUDILLO

Mr. President, the second vote we
will take is on Judge Estudillo’s con-
firmation, and I rise today in support
of the nomination of Judge David
Estudillo to serve as U.S. District
Court judge for the Western District of
Washington in the Tacoma courthouse.
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I had the honor of recommending
that President Biden nominate Judge
Estudillo for this position, and I am so
glad he did. Judge Estudillo is tremen-
dously qualified for this job, currently
serving in his third term as a Grant
County Superior Court judge, and he is
someone who will bring a powerful and
important perspective to the Federal
bench.

Let me tell you a little bit about him
and the kind of person he is. He was
born and raised in the Yakima Valley
of Washington State. Judge Estudillo
is the son of immigrants—the 9th child
of 10—his parents coming here from
Mexico through the Bracero Program.
His mother and father were farm-
workers until they were able to open
up a small grocery store, where Judge
Estudillo worked while growing up and
through college.

He is someone who worked hard to
give back to his community in working
as an immigration lawyer. He rep-
resented clients in tough removal pro-
ceedings, successfully presenting and
trying claims for asylum, cancelations
of removal, and other forms of relief
from deportation. He also consistently
provided pro bono services at immigra-
tion legal clinics to help immigrants
applying for citizenship and often pre-
sented information in Spanish about
immigration policy and procedure all
around the community.

That work as an immigration attor-
ney is important to me because it
means, when Judge Estudillo is in the
Tacoma courthouse and Washington
State families look up to the judge’s
bench—who maybe don’t speak English
or just aren’t familiar with our court
system—Judge Estudillo is someone
who will make sure that every person
who walks into his courtroom feels
heard and that every person who walks
out believes equal justice under the law
is real in America.

Don’t just take my word for it. The
judge is endorsed by both the Repub-
lican and Democratic Parties of Grant
County, where he first ran for his cur-
rent post, and he was recommended to
me by my Judicial Merit Selection
Committee, which has both Republican
and Democratic members. He has
earned an outstanding reputation for
leading a courtroom where everyone is
treated with respect and dignity.

If we want people in this country to
have faith in our Federal courts—an
absolutely vital part of our democ-
racy’s checks and balance system—
then we need to appoint judges who
will serve with integrity and independ-
ence and who will reflect the commu-
nities they serve. I know Judge
Estudillo will do exactly that. He will
be an exceptional Federal district
court judge for the Western District of
Washington, and I urge my colleagues
to join me in supporting his nomina-
tion.

I yield the floor.

VOTE ON KVAAL NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under

the previous order, the question is, Will
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the Senate advise and consent to the
Kvaal nomination?

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Hawaii (Mr. SCHATZ) is
necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Indiana (Mr. BRAUN), the Senator
from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI), the Sen-
ator from South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS),
and the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
YOUNG).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG)
would have voted ‘“‘nay.”

The result was announced—yeas 58,
nays 37, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 360 Ex.]

YEAS—58
Baldwin Graham Peters
Bennet Hassan Reed
Blumenthal Heinrich Romney
Blunt Hickenlooper Rosen
Booker Hirono Sanders
Brown Kaine Schumer
R
Capito Klobuchar gbaheen
Cardin Leahy 1nfema

Lz Smith
Carper Lujan
Casey Manchin Stabenow
Cassidy Markey Tester
Collins Marshall Van Hollen
Coons Menendez Warner
Cortez Masto Merkley Warnock
Duckworth Murphy Warren
Durbin Murray Whitehouse
Feinstein Ossoff Wyden
Gillibrand Padilla

NAYS—37
Barrasso Hawley Risch
Blackburn Hoeven Rubio
Boozman Hyde-Smith Sasse
Cornyn Inhofe Scott (FL)
Cotton Johnson Shelby
Cramer Kennedy Sullivan
Crapo Lankford Thune
gl;ilrzles Efl?nmis Tillis
Ernst McConnell Toomey
Fischer Moran Tgbervﬂle
Grassley Paul Wicker
Hagerty Portman

NOT VOTING—b5

Braun Rounds Young
Murkowski Schatz

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table. The President will be
immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
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