
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5205 July 30, 2021 
‘‘union bosses’’ and that the ‘‘CDC said 
‘Ma’am, yes, ma’am, we will issue the 
order demanded by the union bosses.’ ’’ 

That is all made up. And the Senator 
from Texas isn’t the only Republican 
saying things like this. There are doz-
ens of national Republicans making 
these same wild, unfounded allega-
tions. 

The political agenda at the CDC that 
Republicans allege is a fiction. It is 
constructed out of thin air. And it is, 
frankly, an insult to the thousands of 
dedicated, nonpolitical public health 
professionals at the CDC who just go to 
work every day trying to keep Ameri-
cans safe. 

These aren’t politicians. These are 
epidemiologists and scientists and doc-
tors who have worked their entire lives 
trying to keep this country safe. I am 
not saying they get it right every time. 
I have criticized many of the decisions 
made by the CDC during the pandemic. 
It is OK to criticize their decisions, but 
to claim that they are all corrupt, they 
are these politically controlled 
‘‘hacks,’’ that is an outrage. 

And rhetoric like that is going to get 
people killed because we are still in the 
middle of the epidemic, and what anti- 
CDC Republicans are doing through 
these attacks on our public health 
agencies is to intentionally undermine 
people’s faith in the Nation’s pre-
eminent public health institutions 
right at the moment where we need 
people to believe in them. 

I am not saying they should be im-
mune from criticism, but criticism 
should be based on the science. Contest 
the new evidence the CDC says that re-
quires people to wear masks again, but 
saying that the scientists are delib-
erately ignoring the science to effec-
tuate some top-secret political agen-
da—give me a break. 

And, by the way, what political in-
terest is served by recommending that 
people wear masks indoors again? Peo-
ple hate masks. There is only political 
downside to suggesting that people 
start wearing them again. It just belies 
plain old common sense to say that 
politics is behind the new guidance. 

If the CDC was worried about poli-
tics, they certainly wouldn’t be recom-
mending anybody wear masks again. 
And, by the way, that is all the CDC is 
doing: They are giving guidance. Over 
and over, Republicans refer to this new 
guidance as an ‘‘order’’ or, as the Sen-
ator from Texas said repeatedly, an 
‘‘edict.’’ They know that is not true. 
They know that is not true. 

But Republicans want to scare you 
into believing that the Federal Govern-
ment has more power than it does. The 
CDC doesn’t require people to do any-
thing; they issue recommendations. 
But that doesn’t suit this narrative 
about socialist, statist Democrats se-
cretly pulling the strings of their 
marionettes at the CDC. 

It is ridiculous. It is ridiculous. 
Don’t come to the Senate floor and 

make things up. Don’t destroy people’s 
reputations and careers with wild, un-

substantiated allegations about polit-
ical motivations. The CDC doesn’t get 
it right 100 percent of the time, but 
they don’t have some secret political 
agenda. But the more people believe 
that they do, the less likely it is that 
people will follow their recommenda-
tions the 90, 95 percent of the time that 
they do get it right, and that will guar-
antee that this virus never disappears. 

I understand there is an element of 
the Republican Party that just wants 
to destroy all government institutions 
and is seeking to discredit any effort 
by any public agency to do good in this 
country. In normal times, I would 
argue that that is dangerous, but in the 
middle of a pandemic it is deadly. And 
Republicans of conscience should come 
to this floor and start telling the truth. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Florida. 
H.R. 3684 

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President, 
after weeks like this, I find it hard to 
explain to Floridians back home how 
Congress is actually working on behalf 
of their families. 

I think it is safe to say that every 
Member of the Senate believes we 
should be investing in infrastructure. 
For me, it is pretty simple. I believe we 
should invest in real infrastructure: 
roads, bridges, airports, and seaports. 

As Governor of Florida, I did just 
that. Over my 8 years as Governor, 
Florida invested $85 billion in real in-
frastructure across our State, and we 
did it while cutting taxes and fees 100 
times and paying off a third of our 
State debt. In other words, we paid for 
these big investments in infrastructure 
by growing our economy and sup-
porting job creation. That is what is 
important to Floridians, and I am im-
mensely proud of our accomplishments. 

So I support doing the exact same 
thing at the Federal level. But what we 
are doing here just doesn’t make any 
sense. Nowhere in the world does busi-
ness happen like it does here in the 
U.S. Congress. 

We started this week with ongoing 
negotiations about a big infrastructure 
deal. Of course, outside of the small 
group involved in these negotiations, 
no one here had any clue what was ac-
tually being debated. We had no text; 
we had no real information on how 
much was being spent; and we cer-
tainly had no idea how this was all sup-
posed to be paid for. 

Then, on Wednesday, we got the big 
news: A deal had been reached. Well, 
that might be great, but we still had no 
real details. We still don’t have the 
text of the bill. 

Now the majority leader expects us 
to start voting on amendments, and 
maybe even this whole package, this 
weekend. This is insanity. Nowhere in 
the world would this be the process. We 
are expected to make a decision on 
spending $1.2 trillion of American tax-
payer dollars, and no one in the U.S. 
Senate has had the chance to even read 
the bill. 

Typically, the Congressional Budget 
Office would score a bill like this be-
fore the Senate considers it. That score 
gives us important information about 
the true cost and financial impact of 
the legislation on the Federal Govern-
ment and the American people. Of 
course, that is not the case with this 
bill. The CBO hasn’t had the chance to 
review it at all. 

Do you think any company would 
sign off on a massive expense without 
all the details? Would a family make a 
huge purchase without knowing ex-
actly what it is for? Of course not. But 
that is how things work here in Con-
gress, and that is not right. 

This is exactly why I ran for the U.S. 
Senate, to make Washington work for 
Florida families and stop this madness 
of reckless spending and backroom 
deals that don’t deliver and aren’t paid 
for. 

Speaking of pay-fors, well, they just 
don’t exist in this bill. This is how 
backward and awful Washington is. 
People up here think they can just 
make big, empty promises and sell it to 
the American people. They think fami-
lies will just buy whatever they are 
selling, no questions asked. 

Nope. It is time for some account-
ability. My friend from Indiana, Sen-
ator BRAUN, recently did a great job of 
laying out the claims and facts of the 
so-called pay-fors in this bill, so I am 
going to borrow from him a bit to show 
what is really going on here. Here are 
just a few of the most ridiculous exam-
ples. 

First, half of this bill is supposedly 
paid for with $550 billion from the high-
way trust fund. That fund is $100 bil-
lion in the red. The money isn’t there. 
So that is not real. 

The bill also proposes using billions 
of repurposed COVID relief funding. I 
am all for repurposing this money, but 
we borrowed it to begin with, so this is 
robbing Peter to pay Paul. It is not 
like it is free money. 

They also want to use $49 billion in 
savings for delaying a Medicare Part D 
rebate rule and another $9 million paid 
for another year of mandatory seques-
ter. Why would we cut Medicare to pay 
for roads? 

The 4.6 million seniors in Florida de-
serve better. Any savings in the Medi-
care Program should stay in the Medi-
care Program. Let’s all remember, the 
Medicare trust fund is actually heading 
toward bankruptcy. 

And, of course, there are a handful of 
other fee increases thrown in there 
with lofty and unrealistic revenue esti-
mates that they will claim will get us 
fully paying for this $1.2 trillion pack-
age. 

What they won’t say is that these 
fees will almost certainly increase the 
costs of everyday goods and make it 
more expensive to get a mortgage and 
afford a home. 

There is no shame in Washington; 
just greed. Everyone wants so badly to 
say that they have given you some-
thing, but they always forget to men-
tion the cost and that you actually 
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have to pay for it. The cost is impor-
tant. 

I have said it a million times, and I 
will say it again: Reckless government 
spending causes higher inflation. It is a 
proven fact. And we are seeing the con-
sequences of reckless spending across 
America right now. 

Eighty-seven percent—eighty-seven 
percent—of Americans are worried 
about inflation. Low- and fixed-income 
families are having to cut back on pur-
chases because of rising costs. I am 
hearing it from families across Florida 
who are worried. 

A father of three in Jacksonville is 
temporarily helping take care of two 
other kids because their father is out 
of work. He has started working a sec-
ond job driving Uber just to pay for 
groceries that are rapidly increasing in 
price. Now his Uber job is becoming 
less and less profitable because of the 
rising price of gas. Gas is up over 50 
percent in 1 year. 

A mother of four in Wauchula said 
that she used to be able to go to the 
grocery store and spend a certain 
amount for an entire month’s gro-
ceries. Now she can’t. Two hundred dol-
lars in meat is no longer enough to feed 
her family of five. She has been forced 
to choose between gas to get to work 
and groceries for her family and is 
picking up extra jobs just to make ends 
meet. 

I can relate to this. I grew up in a 
poor family. My mom would take in 
ironing for extra money. She would 
give either my older brother or me the 
exact change to go to the grocery 
store, but she said: You have to check 
the price of everything because things 
are going up in price, and if we don’t 
have enough money, you cannot buy it. 

A restaurant owner in Tampa told 
me that the cost of meat has gone up 
from $9 a pound to $18. Gas prices and 
food prices, coupled with the struggle 
to find workers, have been very hard on 
his business. 

Another family in Kissimmee told 
me how hard it is to keep food on the 
table because everything is so expen-
sive. They are having trouble keeping 
their car because of the cost of mainte-
nance and gas, but if he doesn’t have a 
car, he wouldn’t have a way to get to 
work to take care of his family. 

The price of gas affects nearly every-
one. Right now, average gas prices are 
up nearly a dollar since last year. For 
a family who fills up their gas tank 
once a week, if they drive a car, that 
means Joe Biden raised their expenses 
$600 a year. If they drive a truck, Joe 
Biden raised their expenses by $1,000 a 
year. 

So next time you hear a big promise, 
remember these stories. These are real 
people bearing the real cost of the 
Democrats’ reckless spending in Wash-
ington. 

Biden and the Democrats say they 
care about people, but they have done 
absolutely nothing to help families 
struggle to keep up with inflation. 
Their plan is to spend more money, not 
less. 

We have nearly $30 trillion in debt, 
and there are no plans to slow down. 
And that is exactly what we are seeing 
in this bill. We can’t forget that this is 
just the start. CHUCK SCHUMER said it 
on the floor yesterday. This is just part 
one and leads to Biden’s and the Demo-
crats’ $5.5 trillion tax-and-spending 
spree on their liberal priorities. These 
two bills are together. They are welded 
together. There is no separating them. 

Right now, the message that Presi-
dent Biden and Democrats here in 
Washington are sending to the Amer-
ican people is clear: They don’t care 
about inflation. They don’t care that 
their reckless spending is causing 
prices to skyrocket. If that is the cost 
of getting their liberal wish list, so be 
it. They aren’t focused on inflation or 
spending, just on more government de-
pendency and control. 

Just look at what is happening this 
week with new COVID mask and vac-
cine mandates. I had COVID, and I got 
the vaccine. I think people should get 
vaccinated. But that is not what this is 
about. It is not about taking a meas-
ured approach and following the 
science and telling exactly how they 
came to the conclusion. It is about cre-
ating fear and chaos to grab power and 
control you. 

I am here to say that enough is 
enough. It is time to wake up to re-
ality. It is time for every fiscally re-
sponsible Member of the Senate to join 
me to say we don’t accept the status 
quo. We won’t watch in silence while 
the futures of our children and our 
grandchildren are mortgaged and this 
Nation is driven deeper in debt with 
reckless and wasteful spending. We 
won’t stand by while inflation wreaks 
havoc on our families and businesses. 
We can get spending under control, but 
we have to start accepting responsi-
bility, and the time to do that is now. 
This isn’t political. It is good govern-
ment, and it is common sense. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Illinois. 
NOMINATION OF UR MENDOZA JADDOU 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, for al-
most 20 years, U.S. Citizenship and Im-
migration Services, known as USCIS, 
has been charged with defending Amer-
ica’s status as the land of opportunity. 
The Agency has nearly 20,000 employ-
ees. They operate in 220 offices around 
the world, where they provide assist-
ance to immigrants seeking a new life 
in America and help protect America 
from any foreign threats. 

But after 4 years of neglect and mis-
management under the Trump admin-
istration, USCIS is in dire need of lead-
ership. Today, the Senate has an oppor-
tunity to provide that Agency with 
that leadership by confirming Ur 
Jaddou as USCIS Director. Ms. Jaddou 
may be the most qualified person ever 
to be nominated for this job. She has 
nearly 20 years of experience in immi-
gration law, policy, and administra-
tion. She is the daughter of immi-
grants from Mexico and Iraq. She per-

sonally understands the importance of 
ensuring our Nation’s immigration sys-
tem is both accessible and safe. And if 
confirmed, Ms. Jaddou would make his-
tory as the very first woman to lead 
USCIS. 

Let me tell you a little bit about her 
background. Ms. Jaddou began her ca-
reer working on immigration policy 
and oversight for 9 years in the House 
of Representatives. She worked for my 
friend and former colleague ZOE LOF-
GREN of California, who is the authori-
tative voice on immigration in the 
House of Representatives. 

Following that role, Ms. Jaddou 
served as a senior official in the State 
Department and then as Chief Counsel 
at USCIS. As the Agency’s highest 
ranking legal officer, Ms. Jaddou not 
only sharpened her mastery of immi-
gration law, she also gained valuable 
experience navigating USCIS’s admin-
istrative complexities and operations. 
As Chief Counsel at this Agency, she 
managed more than 220 attorneys who 
support the work of tens of thousands 
of USCIS employees who are located in 
offices around the world. 

Ms. Jaddou’s extensive background is 
exactly what we need at this moment. 

As I mentioned, the Trump adminis-
tration led a deliberate effort to under-
mine this Agency’s work. You remem-
ber—anything relating to immigration, 
the Trump administration tried to cre-
ate a problem. For instance, when the 
former President took office, USCIS 
had approximately $800 million in cash 
reserves. Not bad. Four years later, 
those cash reserves had been virtually 
depleted, putting thousands of Federal 
employees at the Agency at risk of 
being furloughed in the middle of a 
pandemic. 

These Federal employees deserve 
leadership that advocates for their in-
terests and supports their work. Ms. 
Jaddou is that person. In fact, the 
union that represents over 13,000 
USCIS employees published a letter in 
support of her nomination, writing: 
‘‘Ms. Jaddou is well-acquainted with 
the significant financial and oper-
ational challenges facing the Agency.’’ 

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce sent 
a letter in support of her nomination 
as well. They wrote: ‘‘Ms. Jaddou’s 
knowledge and experience would be in-
dispensable in providing the critical 
leadership needed to stabilize the agen-
cy.’’ 

Leaders inside government and out-
side government recognize that Ms. 
Jaddou is the legal expert our Nation 
needs to take the reins of this vital 
Agency. 

Given the urgent need for Senate- 
confirmed leadership to address the 
critical issues they face, as well as Ms. 
Jaddou’s eminent qualifications for 
that position, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting her nomination. 

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN 
Mr. President, I would like to say a 

word in response to the speech just 
given by the Senator from Florida, the 
junior Senator from Florida. 
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