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Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, on be-
half of myself and the distinguished
Republican leader, Mr. MCCONNELL, I
send to the desk a resolution author-
izing representation by the Senate
Legal Counsel and ask for its imme-
diate consideration.

Mr. President, this resolution con-
cerns a lawsuit filed in Federal court in
Florida that names a range of local,
State, and Federal defendants, includ-
ing Senator RUBIO. Plaintiff’s sole alle-
gation against Senator RUBIO is that he
did not respond to plaintiff’s request to
introduce legislation that plaintiff
urges him to present to Congress.
Plaintiff’s claims against the Senator
based on this allegation are subject to
dismissal on jurisdictional grounds and
for failure to state a claim. This reso-
lution would authorize the Senate
Legal Counsel to represent Senator
RUBIO in order to seek dismissal of the
claims against him.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President, I
have 8 requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.

They have the approval of the Major-
ity and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, July 15, 2021, at 9:30 a.m.,
to conduct a hearing on nominations.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, July 15, 2021, at 9:30 a.m.,
to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, July 15, 2021, at
10:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

The Committee on Health, HEdu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, July 15, 2021, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing on nomina-
tions.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Thursday, July 15, 2021,
at 10:15 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is

authorized to meet during the session
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of the Senate on Thursday, July 15,
2021, at 9 a.m., to conduct a hearing on
executive business.
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

The Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, July 15, 2021, at start of
the first vote, to conduct a hearing on
nominations.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

The Special Committee on Aging is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, July 15,
2021, at start of the first vote, to con-
duct a hearing.

———

APPOINTMENTS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the Vice President,
pursuant to 14 U.S.C. 194(a), as amend-
ed by Public Law 101-595, and upon the
recommendation of the Democratic
Leader, appoints the following Sen-
ators to the Board of Visitors of the
U.S. Coast Guard Academy: The Sen-
ator from Washington (Ms. CANTWELL),
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation; and The Senator from
Connecticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL), At
Large.

————

NATIONAL CYBERSECURITY PRE-
PAREDNESS CONSORTIUM ACT
OF 2021

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President,
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 73, S. 658.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 658) to authorize the Secretary of
Homeland Security to work with cybersecu-
rity consortia for training, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. I ask unani-
mous consent that the bill be consid-
ered read a third time and passed and
that the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 6568) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed as follows:

S. 658

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“National Cy-
bersecurity Preparedness Consortium Act of
2021,

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act—

(1) the term ‘‘consortium’ means a group
primarily composed of nonprofit entities, in-
cluding academic institutions, that develop,
update, and deliver cybersecurity training in
support of homeland security;
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(2) the terms ‘‘cybersecurity risk’ and ‘‘in-
cident’ have the meanings given those terms
in section 2209(a) of the Homeland Security
Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 659(a));

(3) the term ‘“‘Department’” means the De-
partment of Homeland Security; and

(4) the term ‘‘Secretary’” means the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security.

SEC. 3. NATIONAL CYBERSECURITY PREPARED-
NESS CONSORTIUM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may work
with a consortium to support efforts to ad-
dress cybersecurity risks and incidents.

(b) ASSISTANCE TO THE NCCIC.—The Sec-
retary may work with a consortium to assist
the national cybersecurity and communica-
tions integration center of the Department
(established under section 2209 of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 659)) to—

(1) provide training to State and local first
responders and officials specifically for pre-
paring for and responding to cybersecurity
risks and incidents, in accordance with ap-
plicable law;

(2) develop and update a curriculum uti-
lizing existing programs and models in ac-
cordance with such section 2209, for State
and local first responders and officials, re-
lated to cybersecurity risks and incidents;

(3) provide technical assistance services to
build and sustain capabilities in support of
preparedness for and response to cybersecu-
rity risks and incidents, including threats of
terrorism and acts of terrorism, in accord-
ance with such section 2209;

(4) conduct cross-sector cybersecurity
training and simulation exercises for enti-
ties, including State and local governments,
critical infrastructure owners and operators,
and private industry, to encourage commu-
nity-wide coordination in defending against
and responding to cybersecurity risks and in-
cidents, in accordance with section 2210(c) of
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C.
660(c));

(5) help States and communities develop
cybersecurity information sharing programs,
in accordance with section 2209 of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 659), for
the dissemination of homeland security in-
formation related to cybersecurity risks and
incidents; and

(6) help incorporate cybersecurity risk and
incident prevention and response into exist-
ing State and local emergency plans, includ-
ing continuity of operations plans.

(c) CONSIDERATIONS REGARDING SELECTION
OF A CONSORTIUM.—In selecting a consortium
with which to work under this Act, the Sec-
retary shall take into consideration the fol-
lowing:

(1) Any prior experience conducting cyber-
security training and exercises for State and
local entities.

(2) Geographic diversity of the members of
any such consortium so as to cover different
regions throughout the United States.

(d) METRICS.—If the Secretary works with
a consortium under subsection (a), the Sec-
retary shall measure the effectiveness of the
activities undertaken by the consortium
under this Act.

(e) OUTREACH.—The Secretary shall con-
duct outreach to universities and colleges,
including historically Black colleges and
universities, Hispanic-serving institutions,
Tribal Colleges and Universities, and other
minority-serving institutions, regarding op-
portunities to support efforts to address cy-
bersecurity risks and incidents, by working
with the Secretary under subsection (a).

SEC. 4. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this Act may be construed to
authorize a consortium to control or direct
any law enforcement agency in the exercise
of the duties of the law enforcement agency.
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AUTHORIZING REPRESENTATION
BY THE SENATE LEGAL COUN-
SEL IN THE CASE OF JENNIFER
GRAPPELL V. ALBERTO M.
CARVALHO, ET AL.

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President,
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 306, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 306) to authorize rep-
resentation by the Senate Legal Counsel in
the case of Jennifer Grappell v. Alberto M.
Carvalho, et al.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President,
I ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

——————

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, JULY 19,
2021

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President,
I ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 3 p.m., Monday, July 19;
that following the prayer and pledge,
the morning hour be deemed expired,
the Journal of proceedings be approved
to date, the time for the two leaders be
reserved for their use later in the day,
and the Senate be in a period of morn-
ing business, with Senators permitted
to speak therein for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. If there is no
further business to come before the
Senate, I ask that it stand adjourned
under the previous order following the
remarks of Senators CRUZ and LEE.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). The Senator from Texas.

———

CUBA

Mr. CRUZ. Madam President, I rise
today to discuss the protests we have
seen erupt in Cuba over the past sev-
eral days.

On Sunday, shouts of ‘‘libertad!”—
freedom!—were heard in dozens of cit-
ies and towns all over Cuba as people
took to the streets to protest the com-
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munist government that has had a
stranglehold on that nation for 62
years.

This socialist regime has tortured,
killed, silenced, denied freedom, and
driven into exile generations of Cu-
bans, forcing many, including my fam-
ily, to flee or to be murdered. It has
cut off Cuba from the rest of the world.
It has destroyed its economy so that,
today, Cubans stand in long lines for
food, for medicine, for basic supplies.
They endure energy blackouts, and
government officials can shut off their
censored internet service on a whim—
as they did on Sunday when the regime
panicked about the protests.

This battle for freedom is personal to
me. When Fulgencio Batista staged a
coup in Cuba and became a brutal dic-
tator in the 1950s, my father fought
against his regime. My dad was impris-
oned and tortured. His captors broke
his nose and bashed in his front teeth
so they were dangling from his mouth.
My father fled Cuba—the country he
had fought for and had been brutalized
for trying to save—and in 1957, my fa-
ther came to the United States. He
went to Texas with $100 sewn into his
underwear. He had nothing. He at-
tended the University of Texas on a
student visa and got a job washing
dishes, making 50 cents an hour.

In the summer of 1959, soon after Cas-
tro had taken over Cuba, my father re-
turned to visit his family, and he was
horrified by what he saw. It quickly be-
came evident that Castro was even
worse than Batista had been. My fa-
ther’s sister, my tia Sonia, was still
there, and she became part of the coun-
terrevolution against Castro. Like her
brother, my tia Sonia was thrown in
prison, and she was tortured by Cas-
tro’s goons.

In growing up, my cousin Bibi and I
used to sit at the feet of my dad and
my tia Sonia and hear stories about
their fight for freedom, hear their sto-
ries about the battling in Cuba just
like the heroic protesters on the
streets are doing today. The freedom of
America was the dream that allowed
them to endure the brutality of Cuba.
America was and is a beacon of hope
for all of those who, like them, have
endured oppression, and that is why we
saw so many protesters in Cuba who
were flying American flags on Sun-
day—because the American flag is a
symbol of hope in Havana, in Hong
Kong, and all across the globe.

America must respond. Over the past
few days, the world has seen that the
American people stand squarely with
the men and women of Cuba in their
noble fight for liberty.

Worryingly, however, the Biden ad-
ministration has stopped short of
strong, clear support for the brave pro-
testers who are marching in the street,
and it has been reluctant to issue clear
and unequivocal condemnation for the
communist dictatorship that oppresses
those people. In statement after state-
ment, as protesters have swept into the
streets—literally risking their lives to
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stand for freedom—administration offi-
cials have issued lukewarm and guard-
ed statements.

After being shamed into finally tak-
ing stronger positions, President Biden
finally put out a statement, saying
that the protesters were exercising
their right to peaceful assembly, but
even that is wrong. In Cuba, they have
no right to peaceful assembly because
the Cuban dictatorship is out there ar-
resting the protesters right now. It is
out there beating the protesters right
now. It is out there imprisoning the
protesters right now. They are speak-
ing with great courage, and the com-
munist dictatorship is doing every-
thing it can to silence what they are
saying.

The Biden administration has also
said the protests are about COVID-19
vaccines. That, unfortunately, doesn’t
even pass the laugh test. Just this
week, the White House Press Secretary
said the protests were about
misadministration in Cuba, mis-
management. Well, the last I checked,
the protesters in the streets weren’t
chanting: ‘“Manage better!”” They were
chanting: ‘“Libertad!”’—freedom! They
were chanting: ‘“Down with the dicta-
torship!”’

America has a unique role in the
world—a role to provide leadership, a
role to speak the truth—and at times
of inflection, at times when people are
risking their lives for freedom, the
leadership of America matters.

Here is what President Biden needs
to say to the Cuban people: To the
Cuban people, we stand with you. To
the Cuban people, you are right that
you have a right to liberty; you have a
right to speech; you have a right to
worship; you have a right to live your
lives and raise your children and be
free of oppression and torture and mur-
der.

President Biden needs to go on to
say: The communist dictatorship that
oppresses you is evil—period, full stop.

In my Senate office, I have a large
painting of President Ronald Reagan
when he was standing in front of the
Brandenburg Gate. Above the gate, in
the style of the graffiti that was on the
Berlin Wall, are the words: ‘‘Mr. Gorba-
chev, tear down this wall.”” American
leadership matters, and it is heard in
the darkest recesses.

Some years ago, I sat down with
Natan Sharansky, the famed Soviet
dissident. He and I sat down together
in Jerusalem, and he told me, when he
was in a gulag in the Soviet Union,
that prisoners would pass notes from
cell to cell: Did you hear what Reagan
said? ‘“‘BEvil empire,” ‘‘ash heap of his-
tory,” ‘‘tear down this wall.”

Presidential silence is heard in Cuba,
and Presidential clarity is heard in
Cuba.

I want to close by reading a text that
I got this week from my mom. My
mom and our family are in commu-
nication with family friends still in
Cuba.
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