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habitat that they provide from harmful
activities.

Oregon’s 110,994 miles of rivers and
streams are an invaluable part of Or-
egon’s livability and an irreplaceable
resource that must remain intact for
future generations. Currently, Oregon
has only protected 2% (2,173 miles) of
rivers and streams under the national
Wild and Scenic Rivers system—includ-
ing gems like the Rogue and Deschutes
Rivers and many other iconic salmon
and steelhead streams.

Our rivers and streams are Oregon’s
lifeblood—they provide clean drinking
water to millions of Oregonians, sus-
tain our thriving outdoor recreation
economy, nurture the salmon and
steelhead that fuel our important com-
mercial and recreational fishing indus-
tries, and help maintain the quality of
life that brings new investments, busi-
nesses, and jobs to our state. Oregon’s
outdoor recreation industry is an eco-
nomic engine in Oregon. According to
the Outdoor Recreation Industry, it
supports 224,000 jobs and generates $15.6
billion in economic activity. Healthy
rivers are the foundation for Oregon’s
outdoor recreation economy.

With the climate crisis worsening,
access to clean and safe drinking water
has perhaps never been more impor-
tant. America’s Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act aims to protect and preserve the
character of our nation’s most impor-
tant rivers while balancing recreation,
multiple use, habitat, and conserva-
tion. It encourages public participation
in developing goals for river protec-
tion, and helps safeguard important
waterways as a legacy for future gen-
erations.

While I am proud that Oregon has
2,173 miles of protected Wild and Sce-
nic Rivers, it is still a small fraction of
Oregon’s total river mileage.

On October 2, 2019, I began a public
process to solicit recommendations
from Oregonians on rivers and streams
that deserve protection under the na-
tional Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. I
held several open-to-all public meet-
ings specifically to hear from Orego-
nians and gather feedback. The topic
has also come up at most townhalls
I’ve since held. Since then, nearly 2,500
Oregonians submitted over 15,000 nomi-
nations.

I called on Oregonians to help me de-
velop new legislation to protect Or-
egon’s rivers and they, clearly and
loudly, responded. Whether they were a
whitewater rafter, a brewer, an elemen-
tary school science student, an angler
or simply an Oregonian who believes
strongly in protecting rivers or
streams that provide safe drinking
water to their community, they had
the chance to speak up for their favor-
ite rivers and highlight the out-
standing values that make each river
worthy of protection.

Today, I am continuing the effort to
protect rivers and streams, drinking
water, recreation opportunities, and
fish and wildlife habitat. The River De-
mocracy Act represents the best of the
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Oregon Way—when every Oregonian
had the chance to nominate their fa-
vorite river or stream worthy of pro-
tection under America’s Wild and Sce-
nic Rivers Act. Ultimately, this is the
starting point for future conversations
about river conservation in Oregon.

Based on the suggestions of Orego-
nians, the River Democracy Act would
add 4,702 miles of rivers and streams in
Oregon to the national Wild and Scenic
Rivers system with the goals of cre-
ating a flexible land management tool
that expands recreation access, pro-
tects drinking water, reduces wildfire
threats, maintains cultural and his-
toric land management practices, and
sustains endangered fish and wildlife
species.

The bill requires federal land man-
agers to assess wildfire risks in Wild
and Scenic River corridors, implement
a plan to reduce wildfire risks to homes
and businesses near Wild and Scenic
Rivers, assist local governments to
mitigate wildfire risks, and restore
water quality should a fire strike near
a Wild and Scenic River.

The River Democracy Act encourages
Federal land managers to develop river
management plans in collaboration
with Native American tribes, and en-
sures Tribes have a say in how rivers
are managed.

The bill ensures that only Federal
lands are affected by Wild and Scenic
designations, while protecting private
property rights, water rights, and ex-
isting permits and rights of way on
Federal lands.

It is important to note that each
river segment in this bill was selected
for specific outstanding remarkable
values. A chart that shows the specific
outstanding remarkable values for
each one can be found at https:/
www.wyden.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/
ORVs%20chart%202-2-21.pdf.

Oregonians know their rivers provide
more than just electricity. They are
the spawning grounds for some of the
nation’s richest runs of salmon and
steelhead. They provide extraordinary
trout fishing and unparalleled recre-
ation. They are the source of safe,
clean and delicious drinking water. Or-
egon’s rivers are, most of all, an impor-
tant part of our very special quality of
life that needs to be preserved for fu-
ture generations of Oregonians.

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. DURBIN, Ms.
ERNST, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr.
ROUNDS, and Ms. BALDWIN):

S. 193. A bill to require the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection
Agency to update the modeling used
for lifecycle greenhouse gas assess-
ments for corn-based ethanol and bio-
diesel, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:
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S. 193

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Adopt the
Greenhouse Gases, Regulated Emissions, and
Energy Use in Transportation Model Act” or
the ‘“Adopt GREET Act”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITION OF ADMINISTRATOR.

In this Act, the term ‘‘Administrator”
means the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency.

SEC. 3. LIFECYCLE GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS
FROM CORN-BASED ETHANOL AND
BIODIESEL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (b),
not later than 90 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act, and every 5 years there-
after, the Administrator shall update the
methodology used by the Environmental
Protection Agency in lifecycle analyses with
respect to greenhouse gas emissions that re-
sult from corn-based ethanol and biodiesel.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) FIRST UPDATE.—In carrying out the first
update required under subsection (a), the Ad-
ministrator shall adopt the most recent
Greenhouse gases, Regulated Emissions, and
Energy use in Transportation model (com-
monly referred to as the “‘GREET model”’)
developed by Argonne National Laboratory.

(2) SUBSEQUENT UPDATES.—In carrying out
the second and each subsequent update re-
quired under subsection (a), the Adminis-
trator shall—

(A) as necessary, adopt, review, or update a
methodology determined to be appropriate
by the Administrator; or

(B) adopt the methodology described in
paragraph (1).

(c) REPORT.—If the Administrator fails to
carry out subsection (b)(2) before the appli-
cable deadline described in subsection (a),
the Administrator shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry, Energy and Natural Resources, and
Environment and Public Works of the Senate
and the Committees on Agriculture, Energy
and Commerce, and Science, Space, and
Technology of the House of Representatives
a report describing the reasons for the fail-
ure to carry out subsection (b)(2), which may
include a determination by the Adminis-
trator that the methodology adopted or up-
dated in a previous update under subsection
(a) remains the most current methodology
based on available data, research, and tech-
nology.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 26—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE ACTIVITIES
OF RUSSIAN NATIONAL
YEVGENIY PRIGOZHIN AND HIS
AFFILIATED ENTITIES POSE A
THREAT TO THE NATIONAL IN-
TERESTS AND NATIONAL SECU-
RITY OF THE UNITED STATES
AND ALLIES AND PARTNERS OF
THE UNITED STATES AROUND
THE WORLD

Mr.COONS (for himself, Mr.RUBIO,
Mrs.SHAHEEN, and Mr.DURBIN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations:

S. RES. 26

Whereas Yevgeniy Prigozhin is a Russian
national who has maintained close personal
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ties with Russian Federation President
Vladimir Putin since the early 2000s;

Whereas Yevgeniy Prigozhin is the pre-
sumed financier of the Wagner Group, also
known as the Private Military Company
(PMC) Wagner, a Russian mercenary organi-
zation staffed by current and former mili-
tary and intelligence officers, and is the fin-
ancier of the Internet Research Agency and
other organizations engaged in online influ-
ence operations;

Whereas entities such as Wagner have been
linked to the Government of the Russian
Federation and are used to conduct military
action, subversive operations, and
disinformation campaigns on the Govern-
ment’s behalf while giving it an appearance
of plausible deniability;

Whereas the Wagner Group was involved in
the Russian Federation’s military takeover
and illegal annexation of Ukraine’s Crimea
region in February and March 2014, and in
the subsequent insurgencies in the eastern
Ukrainian regions of Donetsk and Luhansk;

Whereas the Wagner Group has been pro-
viding military support to the regime of
Bashar al-Assad in Syria since 2015, fighting
alongside its forces and helping it recapture
significant parts of the country;

Whereas, on February 7, 2018, the Wagner
Group led an armed assault on United States
troops near the city of Deir al-Zour in east-
ern Syria, prompting a United States coun-
terattack, in what the Washington Post has
described as ‘‘the deadliest United States-
Russia clash since the Cold War’’;

Whereas the Wagner Group has sent merce-
naries, artillery, tanks, drones, and ammuni-
tion to Libya in violation of a United Na-
tions arms embargo;

Whereas a United Nations report made
public on May 6, 2020, concluded that the
Wagner Group has operated up to 1,200 mili-
tary contractors in Libya, including snipers
and specialized military teams, serving ‘‘as
an effective force multiplier’” for Khalifa
Haftar’s Libyan National Army;

Whereas Yevgeniy Prigozhin and his affili-
ated entities have been tied to influence op-
erations on behalf of the Government of the
Russian Federation in Africa, with entities
associated with Prigozhin reportedly oper-
ating in at least 20 countries, including the
Central African Republic, Madagascar, Mo-
zambique, and Sudan;

Whereas about 235 Russian military and
private security personnel have deployed to
the Central African Republic since 2017, some
of whom are reportedly employed by the
Wagner Group, and some of whom provide
personal security for President Faustin-
Archange Touadéra;

Whereas Russian national Valery Zak-
harov, who is reportedly a former intel-
ligence official, has served as a top national
security advisor to Central African Republic
President Faustin-Archange Touadéra since
at least 2018;

Whereas, in July 2018, Russian journalists
Orkhan Dzhemal, Kirill Radchenko, and
Alexander Rastorguyev were murdered in the
Central African Republic while working on a
documentary about the activities of the
Wagner Group in that country;

Whereas neither the Government of the
Central African Republic nor the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation are con-
ducting credible and thorough investigations
into the murder of these 3 journalists;

Whereas, according to an investigation by
the London-based Dossier Center, the jour-
nalists had been tracked by officers of the
Central African Republic gendarmerie who
were in close communication with Russian
nationals with ties to Prigozhin, including
Alexander Sotov, who in turn was reportedly
in contact with Zakharov;
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Whereas companies owned by Yevgeniy
Prigozhin reportedly had made regular pay-
ments to senior Central African Republic of-
ficials, including the Police Chief and the
Minister of National Security;

Whereas, on December 20, 2016, the Depart-
ment of the Treasury designated Yevgeniy
Prigozhin under Executive Order 13661,
““Blocking Property of Additional Persons
Contributing to the Situation in Ukraine,”
‘“‘for having materially assisted, sponsored,
or provided financial, material, or techno-
logical support for, or goods or services in
support of, senior officials of the Russian
Federation’;

Whereas, on June 20, 2017, the Department
of the Treasury designated the Wagner
Group under Executive Order 13660, ‘‘Block-
ing Property of Certain Persons Contrib-
uting to the Situation in Ukraine,” ‘‘for
being responsible for or complicit in, or hav-
ing engaged in, directly or indirectly, ac-
tions or policies that threaten the peace, se-
curity, stability, sovereignty, or territorial
integrity of Ukraine’’;

Whereas, on March 15, 2018, the Depart-
ment of the Treasury designated Yevgeniy
Prigozhin, his affiliated entities, including
the Internet Research Agency, and his subor-
dinates under Executive Order 13694, ‘‘Block-
ing the Property of Certain Persons Engag-
ing in Significant Malicious Cyber-Enabled
Activities,” for being ‘‘involved in inter-
fering with [United States] election proc-
esses or institutions’’;

Whereas, on February 16, 2018, the Depart-
ment of Justice announced the indictment of
Yevgeniy Prigozhin and his affiliated enti-
ties, including the Internet Research Agen-
cy, for engaging in ‘‘operations to interfere
with the United States political system, in-
cluding the 2016 United States presidential
election” and conducting ‘‘information war-
fare” against the United States;

Whereas, on September 20, 2018, the De-
partment of State added Prigozhin, his affili-
ated entities, including the Internet Re-
search Agency, and the Wagner Group to the
list of persons identified as part of, or oper-
ating for or on behalf of, the defense or intel-
ligence sectors of the Government of the
Russian Federation under section 231 of the
Countering America’s Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act (22 U.S.C. 9525);

Whereas, on September 30, 2019, under Ex-
ecutive Order 13848, the Department of the
Treasury took additional steps to increase
pressure on Prigozhin by designating phys-
ical assets—3 aircraft and a yacht—and 3 as-
sociated front companies of his;

Whereas, on February 15, 2019, Gavin
Williamson, then-United Kingdom Defense
Secretary, said that the ‘‘clandestine use of
proxies, mercenary armies like the infamous
and unaccountable Wagner Group, allows the
Kremlin to get away with murder while de-
nying the blood on their hands’’;

Whereas, on December 13, 2018, John
Bolton, then-Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs, affirmed that ‘‘the
predatory practices pursued by China and
Russia. . . in Africa. . . pose a significant
threat to United States national security in-
terests’’; and

Whereas General Stephen J. Townsend,
Commander of the United States Africa
Command, on April 2, 2019, expressed great
‘‘concern’ about the Wagner group, and, on
January 30, 2020, noted that private military
contractors such as Wagner, are ‘‘leading the
fight in Libya against the UN-backed and
U.S.-recognized Government of National Ac-
cord’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) the activities of Russian national
Yevgeniy Prigozhin, his affiliated entities,
and the Wagner Group pose a threat to the
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national interests and national security of
the United States allies and partners of the
United States around the world; and

(2) the President, in addition to maintain-
ing sanctions on Yevgeniy Prigozhin, his af-
filiated entities, and the Wagner Group,
should—

(A) work with Congress to develop and exe-
cute a strategy drawing on the multiple in-
struments of United States national power
available to the President, to counter the
malign influence and activities of Prigozhin,
the entities linked to him, and the Wagner
Group; and

(B) coordinate that strategy with inter-
national partners, while exhorting them to
strengthen sanctions against Prigozhin and
his entities and explore new avenues for
curbing his destabilizing activities.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 27—REL-
ATIVE TO SENATE PROCEDURE
IN THE 117TH CONGRESS

Mr. SCHUMER submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. REsS. 27

Resolved,

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions
of rule XXV of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, or any other provision of the Stand-
ing Rules or Standing Orders of the Senate—

(1) the committees of the Senate, including
joint committees and special committees,
for the 117th Congress shall be composed
equally of members of both parties, to be ap-
pointed at a later time by the two Leaders;

(2) the budgets and office space for such
committees, and all other subgroups, shall
likewise be equal, with up to an additional 10
percent to be allocated for administrative
expenses to be determined by the Committee
on Rules and Administration, with the total
administrative expenses allocation for all
committees not to exceed historic levels; and

(3) the Chairman of a full committee may
discharge a subcommittee of any Legislative
or Executive Calendar item which has not
been reported because of a tie vote and place
it on the full committee’s agenda.

SEC. 2. The committee ratios under section
1 shall remain in effect for the remainder of
the 117th Congress, except that if at any
time during the 117th Congress either party
attains a majority of the whole number of
Senators, then each committee ratio shall be
adjusted to reflect the ratio of the parties in
the Senate, and the provisions of this resolu-
tion shall have no further effect, except that
the members who were first appointed by the
two Leaders to such committees in the 117th
Congress, pursuant to the authority in this
resolution, shall no longer be members of the
committees, and the committee chairman-
ships shall be held by the party which has at-
tained a majority of the whole number of
Senators.

SEC. 3. Pursuant to the provisions and ex-
ceptions described in sections 1 and 2, the
following additional Standing Orders of the
Senate shall be in effect for the 117th Con-
gress:

(1) If a committee has not reported out a
measure or matter because of a tie vote,
then—

(A) the Chairman of the committee shall
transmit a notice of a tie vote to the Sec-
retary of the Senate and such notice shall be
printed in the Record; and

(B) after such notice of a tie vote has been
transmitted, the Majority Leader or the Mi-
nority Leader may, only after consultation
with the Chairman and Ranking Member of
the committee, make a motion to discharge
such measure or matter, and time for debate
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