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would confirm that. So please don’t fol-
low tell me you follow the science
wherever it goes because some facts are
obvious, and the science is clear.

This all gets resolved when we an-
swer one simple question: Is that a
child or not—because everything else
goes from that.

For those of you joining the March
for Life online this week, good for you.
Keep going. Don’t give up. Defend the
facts that are self-evident. Speak out
for those who can’t speak for them-
selves because millions of future Amer-
icans are counting on it, and they are
watching for someone to admit the
facts—the facts that have a face.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Mississippi.

———

ABORTION

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I could
never match the eloquence of the Sen-
ator from Oklahoma, who just spoke
about the same topic about which I rise
at this moment.

I remember when Democrats running
for office would tell the American peo-
ple that they were pro-choice, but they
felt that abortion should be safe, it
should be legal, but it should be rare—
safe, legal, and rare. I remember when
Bill Clinton said that to the American
people. And I think about how far the
left has gone from that to the attitude
that my friend from Oklahoma has de-
scribed.

I first encountered the March for Life
when I was a staff member up here in
Washington, DC, working for then-Con-
gressman Trent Lott, 1981. It was won-
derful to see those people, and it will
be wonderful to join them online in a
virtual march this Friday.

I can tell you also that those people
who say ‘“We follow the science’ are
those of us now who are pro-life be-
cause, as the Senator from Oklahoma
pointed out, as more and more infor-
mation comes out about DNA, about
the pictures—about the pictures that
my wife and I have had on our refrig-
erator of our unborn grandchildren—
more and more Americans, more and
more people around the world under-
stand that the science is on the side of
those of us who are pro-life; that the
beating hearts, the faces that we see in
these young unborn children are, in-
deed, humans made in God’s image and
that they are entitled to the protec-
tions that our Founders outlined, pro-
tecting life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.

Twenty-five years ago, 56 percent of
Americans considered themselves pro-
choice. Only 33 percent said they were
pro-life. I was glad to be part of that 33
percent, but I am certainly glad to see
our numbers have risen. Today’s pro-
life movement has closed that gap
completely. The country is now evenly
split.

But I will say this for some of my fel-
low Americans who call themselves
pro-choice: There are differences with-
in that group.
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Gallup reports 81 percent of Ameri-
cans think abortion should be illegal in
the third trimester. Why can’t we get
Democrats and Republicans and Inde-
pendents of the right and center and
left to agree to that—where 81 percent
of Americans said we should make
abortion illegal in the third trimester.
Sixty-five percent say it should be ille-
gal in the second trimester.

In addition, a Marist poll last year
found that 60 percent of Americans are
against using taxpayer dollars to fund
abortion. Even if some of them believe
abortion should be legal, 60 percent of
Americans—a supermajority—are
against using tax dollars to fund abor-
tion. That is up from 54 percent just 1
year before.

Because the science is moving in our
favor, the evidence is moving in our
favor, public opinion is moving in our
favor. That same poll found 35 percent
of Democrats oppose using taxpayer
funds for abortion. Many of these
Americans might check the box saying
they are pro-choice, but they are will-
ing to draw an important distinction
between abortion being legal in some
circumstances and taking taxpayer
dollars from pro-life Americans to ac-
tually fund abortion.

In essence, these people are saying:
We can disagree about abortion being
illegal, but let’s not force pro-life
Americans to pay for a practice they
find abhorrent and morally reprehen-
sible.

That is a view that I do not agree
with because I am solidly pro-life, but
it is an eminently reasonable view.

Why can’t we enact that into a per-
manent statute in the United States?
It is a position that Congress has
adopted every year when we pass the
Hyde amendment to keep Federal dol-
lars from going toward abortion.

I regret that our present President
does not seem to share this view, al-
though he once held this view. Days
ago, in one of his first acts in office,
our new President reversed the Mexico
City policy, allowing American tax dol-
lars to begin funding abortions in for-
eign countries once again. This deci-
sion showed disregard, to me, for the
consciences of millions of American
taxpayers who are pro-life. I was ap-
palled by this decision. I know many of
my constituents were. I think Congress
should pass legislation enshrining the
Mexico City policy in statute.

But at this moment, I rise proposing
a more familiar and direct and, I think,
politically popular step and that would
be to put no taxpayer funding of abor-
tion legislation into the permanent
statute rather than passing it each
year as the Hyde amendment. Of all
the abortion-related bills that reach
the Senate floor, this one should be the
least controversial. The Hyde amend-
ment is standard policy. It has passed
annually for more than 40 consecutive
years, during terms of Republican
Presidents, terms of Democratic Presi-
dents, during Democratic majorities in
the House and the Senate and when it
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was, indeed, the other way around. It
has stood the test of time and enjoys
broad consensus in this body and in the
United States of America. Passing this
legislation to make the Hyde Amend-
ment permanent would keep taxpayers
from having to worry each year if their
money is going to be used for an abor-
tion in this country.

I stand this Friday with millions and
millions of Americans who will join in
supporting life, and I urge my col-
leagues to send an important signal to
all of the American people that Con-
gress is serious about seeking unity
and healing.

I hope my colleagues will join me in
supporting this legislation as we work
to build bipartisan consensus for life in
the days ahead.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon.

———

TRIBUTE TO SCOTT MAGUIRE

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, when
we have a new administration, lots of
changes take place—changes in offices,
changes in committee assignments—
but for all of us here in the Senate, per-
haps the most challenging change is
when members of our team decide to
open new chapters in their lives. We
celebrate those new chapters and wish
them well, but we will also miss them
greatly.

I come to the floor to talk about
three of my team members who are
headed to a new chapter in each of
their lives.

Scott Maguire has been a central
part of our team since day one. He is
my good friend, a valued team member
who is preparing a new chapter in his
life in the form of a well-deserved re-
tirement.

As of yesterday, January 26, he com-
pleted 12 years on our U.S. Senate
team as our State operations director.
The Boy Scouts of America that have a
motto: ‘“‘Be prepared.” They also have
a slogan: ‘Do a good turn daily.” These
are attributes that I always have held
dear, and they are qualities I looked
for when setting out to build a team to
serve the people of Oregon when I was
elected to the Senate in 2008.

Scott was at the top of my list be-
cause I knew that these were qualities
that define who he is. I knew this be-
cause I have known Scott for a very
long time. We met through Boy Scout
Troop 634 back when we were 11 or 12
years old. We recognized and respected
each other’s leadership skills, and I ad-
mired Scott’s growth in character and
capabilities as he advanced to the rank
of Eagle Scout.

When we were 15, Scott and I were
dissatisfied with how the district coun-
cil was running their annual First Aid
Meets, so we proposed to the council
executive that we take over and run
the weekend event. To our surprise, the
staff of the council agreed.
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I think the resulting weekend event,
which included dozens of troops, hun-
dreds of Scouts, was a tremendous suc-
cess. It was the type of mutual project
that has bonded us over our lifetimes.

Scott did many things in his career
before joining my team. He served as
operations director of the Northwest
Christian Evangelistic Association; as
executive director of the Oregon Lions
Sight & Hearing Foundation; as a re-
porter and editor of the Gresham Out-
look.

He got involved in many volunteer
roles, including with the Gresham
Breakfast Lions Club, the Gresham
Early Risers Kiwanis Club, and he has
volunteered millions of hours just so
much to serve the Civil Air Patrol and
is now a lieutenant colonel in the Civil
Air Patrol.

Looking back to 2009, I can’t imagine
how we would have gotten our Oregon
team off the ground or built the oper-
ation we have today without Scott
Maguire.

Over the years, he has kept the com-
puters computing and the supplies sup-
plied, but he has done so much more.
He pioneered and built our Oregon in-
ternship program, which has been a
pipeline for hundreds of Oregonians
who have been going on to do great
things serving in State and national
government, in community organiza-
tions, and in business to make that in-
tern program the best possible.

Scott cultivated strong relationships
with Oregon’s colleges, and he could
work with them. He was always on the
search to give young Oregonians with a
passion for public service the oppor-
tunity for public service. He cared
deeply about their experience and suc-
cess throughout their time in our office
but in the time beyond as well.

Scott stepped in to serve as my field
representative for a number of Oregon
counties, organizing the townhalls
they hold in those counties every year
to hear from our constituents. He has
not only helped to plan in organizing
these events but saved them from
going off the rails as unexpected chal-
lenges arose.

Back in 2017, when we were debating
the future of the Affordable Care Act,
we knew that citizens were passionate
and angry, so we anticipated a large
turnout, planning for 1,000 attendees—
twice what was ever seen before. And
imagine our shock when 4,000 Orego-
nians showed up. Constituents were
packed in like sardines. Hundreds
crowded into a courtyard outside
watching through the windows, but
there was Scott swooping in to save
the day.

He reworked the sound system. He
opened the windows. He figured out
how to put speakers outside the win-
dows so everyone could hear and par-
ticipate. Crisis averted. That was just
another day for Scott, working behind
the scenes and taking care of things
that most people don’t even know were
going wrong to ensure things were run-
ning smoothly.
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Last year, before the pandemic shut
down so much of our lives and our of-
fices went remote, we saw massive
shortages on essentials like hand sani-
tizer, disinfecting wipes, and tissues.
But Scott, seeing the crisis developing,
raced around the metro area to gather
supplies to keep the members of our
team healthy and safe. That is who
Scott Maguire is: the kind of person
who goes above and beyond for every-
one in every situation; the kind of per-
son who is prepared and always goes
out of his way to do a good turn daily
for others; the kind of person who, re-
gardless of who you are, treats you like
a VIP.

I speak for all members of Team
Merkley, for all the interns who have
come through our office, for all the
folks Scott has worked with over the
years, when I say that he will be deeply
missed, and it will not be the same
without him.

We wish our dear friend Scott
Maguire and his wonderful wife Beth
all the best as they begin a new chap-
ter of their lives together.

I picture Scott, who has had a busi-
ness, Shorty’s BBQ, catering barbecue,
Texas style, during his years in Or-
egon—you will probably see him firing
that grill up a lot more often in the
years ahead. It will be a chapter un-
doubtedly filled with loving friends,
family, great traveling adventures,
and, of course, as much barbecue as
they can possibly handle.

We will miss you, Scott Maguire.

———
TRIBUTE TO LAURA UPDEGROVE

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I have
two other team members who are leav-
ing.

Laura Updegrove is leaving us to
work with the Biden administration.
She came to us after serving in various
foreign policy roles at the State De-
partment, the Department of Defense,
and the White House. She joined our
team 4 years ago to bring her extensive
expertise to bear on our foreign policy
portfolio, and I am sure glad she did.

During her tenure in my office, I
have been astonished, time and again,
by the depth and breadth of her knowl-
edge, her work ethic, her strong orga-
nizational and management skills, and
the way she approaches each and every
task with a very positive attitude.
Those traits make her not only a top-
notch legislative staffer but a terrific
partner as we work to address a variety
of issues.

On two occasions, we had the chance
to travel on international issues—one
trip to many different countries in Af-
rica to better understand the root
causes and impacts of the four famines
on that continent and to understand
how American policy could be changed
to assist in these desperately difficult
situations.

Then, some years ago, we had the
genocide carried out against the
Rohingya people in Burma. Aung San
Suu Kyi came and spoke to the United
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Nations, and she said: We have nothing
to hide. Come and see for yourselves.
So Laura went to work in organizing
the congressional response, the con-
gressional trip. We really thought we
were going to see exactly what had
gone on in those villages, and she
worked incredibly hard to arrange ev-
erything from boats to helicopters to
get us to the right places. Then, the
day before we left, Burma denied us the
ability to see those villages.

We had backup plan after backup
plan to explore what had happened
both in Burma and the conditions at
the refugee camps in Bangladesh. She
reworked everything in a short period
of time to direct attention by our con-
gressional delegation and through our
delegation to the world to the trauma-
tized, difficult circumstances of a com-
munity that was the subject of geno-
cide by Burma. Again, the whole goal
was to figure out how the United
States could do more to help. Laura
really understood and cared about and
helped with the plight of people in
some of the most difficult «cir-
cumstances around the world.

The same passion and dedication and
strategic thinking that Laura dedi-
cated as a policy staffer are also what
have made her an outstanding legisla-
tive director for the past 2 years. She
has not only continued to lead our ef-
forts on critical issues from rules re-
form to social justice but has been a
daily example of the power of team-
work and mentorship to other staffers.

Her departure is a big loss for Team
Merkley but a really big win for the
Biden administration, particularly the
State Department, where she will be
able to utilize her enormous talents on
behalf of our country and on behalf of
our country’s building a better world.

Laura, we wish you all the best.

———
TRIBUTE TO BEN WARD

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, our
third team member who is leaving is
Ben Ward.

I think of Ben as our appropriations
wizard. He knows that system inside
out, and he is the master of Tribal
issues and natural resources issues and
so much more. He is heading off to
serve as the Office of Management and
Budget’s Deputy Director of Legisla-
tive Affairs. I think the whole world
noticed his extraordinary talents, and
we are looking forward to continuing
to work with him as we strive to make
the appropriations efforts as effective
as possible.

I think that virtually no one in Or-
egon has gone untouched by the work
that Ben has done over the past 5
years. He has worked to get piping
money to Central Oregon to assist the
farmers. The farmers not only get more
water, but more water gets left in the
Deschutes River.

He has worked very hard to advance
the improvement of Native fishing
sites, treaty fishing sites, on the Co-
lumbia River and the preparations to
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