
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S101 January 22, 2021 
able to identify who that person was, 
and we will make that public. But, ul-
timately, one message for our National 
Guard up here: You are appreciated. 
You are welcome. We are very, very 
grateful for the sacrifices that you 
made. And if you are ever told at any 
point that you need to vacate and don’t 
have a comfortable place, just go to 
Russell 205, and I will make sure that 
you will be very comfortable in my of-
fice. 

I know that there is bipartisan out-
rage about this, so I think you will 
have plenty of places to rest. You have 
done a great job. You will be returning 
home soon. And you will be able to say: 
Job well done. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alaska. 
f 

BIDEN ADMINISTRATION 
Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam President, I 

want to congratulate now-Secretary of 
Defense Lloyd Austin on his confirma-
tion to be Secretary of Defense. I spoke 
yesterday about his confirmation, the 
two votes that had to happen. I had the 
honor of introducing this great Amer-
ican at his confirmation hearing at the 
Armed Services Committee. I served 
with him in the military many years 
ago. And I think he is going to be an 
important addition to President 
Biden’s team. 

One of the things that we have been 
working on, over the last several years, 
is rebuilding our military after drastic 
cuts by the Obama-Biden administra-
tion. Hopefully, we are not going to see 
that again. One of the reasons I was 
strongly supporting now-Secretary 
Austin was because I believe—and I 
certainly hope this is a correct belief, 
and I have commitments from him—he 
won’t agree with that, although I am 
sure some, unfortunately, in this body 
and others in the Biden administration 
are going to agree with drastic cuts to 
the military. It will hurt readiness. So 
one of the reasons that I think he is 
going to be a good Secretary is not just 
his exceptional character, humility, 
leadership but because he knows what 
will happen if there are dramatic cuts 
like there were in the second term of 
the Obama-Biden administration to our 
military. Not good. 

One of the things I had the oppor-
tunity to talk to him about—one of the 
things that has been a huge positive for 
America over the last decade, for so 
many reasons, is that we have become 
the world’s energy superpower again— 
like we were, essentially, during World 
War II. 

What do I mean by that? Prior to the 
pandemic, we were the No. 1 producer 
of oil. Yes, people still need to use oil. 
I know some of my colleagues in this 
body don’t believe that, but it is true; 
the No. 1 producer of natural gas, clean 
burning natural gas. We are starting to 
export it all around the world; No. 1 
producer of renewables. So all of the 
above, America is the superpower of 
energy. 

This is good. It is great for the na-
tional security of our Nation, for a 
whole host of reasons. General Austin 
understands that—Secretary Austin 
understands that. It is great for jobs. 
In the 2008–2009 recession, the No. 1 sec-
tor of the economy that got us out of 
the great recession was the energy sec-
tor, in terms of GDP growth and jobs. 

It is great for the environment. Why 
do I say that? Some people tilt their 
heads. It is great for the environment 
because in America—certainly, in my 
State, Alaska—we have the highest 
standards on the environment of any 
place in the world by far. It is not even 
close. If you need energy, which you 
do, you should do it, produce it in the 
place that respects the environment 
the most—not Russia, not Saudi Ara-
bia—America, Alaska. 

It is good for energy security. It is 
good for manufacturing low-cost nat-
ural gas throughout the country. Like 
I said, it is really good for jobs. These 
are really good jobs. Resource develop-
ment jobs are really good jobs. They 
support working families and the mid-
dle class. Everybody knows that. That 
is a good thing that is happening in the 
United States of America. 

There are some fringe groups that 
don’t like energy. Unfortunately, some 
of my colleagues in the Senate don’t 
like hydrocarbons. By the way, as we 
became the world’s energy superpower, 
our greenhouse gas emissions declined 
probably more than any other industri-
alized economy in the world. Why? Be-
cause natural gas is clean-burning. So 
this is a win-win-win-win-win on so 
many fronts. 

Here is why I am speaking right now: 
Because it is all at risk. It is all at 
risk. The first few days of the new 
Biden Administration have seen an un-
precedented assault on resource devel-
opment and energy jobs, an attack on 
the men and women—working men and 
women with good wages—who produce 
really important resources for this 
great Nation and now for other coun-
tries because we export a lot of these 
resources. It is an assault on good en-
ergy jobs, good resource development 
jobs that have been the bedrock of mil-
lions of middle-class Americans for 
decades. 

Let me just give you an example, just 
in my State. Everybody knows about 
ANWR, right? This body moved in 
terms of legislation for leases. We did 
it the right way, with a law passed by 
the Senate and the House, signed by 
the President to move forward on 
leases. 

The first day on the job, the new 
President decides he is going to sus-
pend everything with regard to ANWR. 
OK, that wasn’t a surprise, to be hon-
est, but, of course, it was a huge dis-
appointment. I am not sure it is legal. 
Like I said, we did it the legal way. He 
is doing it the old-fashioned, ‘‘Obama 
pen and phone’’ way. There are prob-
ably a lot of questionable legalities 
there. That is one. We were expecting 
that. 

Here is the other one. We have an-
other part of Alaska called the Na-
tional Petroleum Reserve in Alaska, 
set aside by Congress for oil and gas de-
velopment. It is not controversial. We 
have been doing it for decades. It was 
originally called the Naval Petroleum 
Reserve for America. This is not con-
troversial. And we have a lot of energy 
projects in the NPRA that are ongoing. 
Heck, even the Obama-Biden adminis-
tration allowed us to drill there be-
cause that is what Congress said for 
decades, and it is good for the country. 

We need energy. We need energy. So 
if we need it, shouldn’t we get it from 
America? Shouldn’t we get it from 
American workers? That is better than 
getting it from Russia. The NPRA is a 
really important area of America’s en-
ergy production in my State—the Na-
tional Petroleum Reserve in Alaska. It 
has been that way for decades. 

So there is a moratorium on any 
more permits for energy production in 
the NPRA yesterday. I woke up to text 
messages from Alaskans saying: Sen-
ator, help us. My little company is 
going to go out of business. I have to 
lay off a bunch of workers. 

Workers who are doing what? Pro-
ducing American energy. 

Since when was that bad, Mr. Presi-
dent? Since when was that bad? 

One more thing, they say: Well, it is 
only a 60-day moratorium. 

In Alaska, because we have the high-
est standards in the world on producing 
energy, exploring for energy, we only 
do exploration in the winter. It costs 
more for energy companies. Why do we 
do that? Because it is the high stand-
ards that we have—the highest stand-
ards of any place on the planet Earth. 
What do I mean by that? 

We build what are called ice roads 
and ice pads on the tundra when we ex-
plore and when we drill. That means we 
just do it in the winter. You build 
these ice roads and ice pads that cost a 
lot of money and when you move equip-
ment across the tundra on ice, you 
drill for 3 months and when the winter 
is over, you move it off. The ice melts, 
and there is not one tiny impact. It is 
called zero-impact drilling and explo-
ration. 

I used to be in charge of this in Alas-
ka. I am very familiar with it. We have 
the highest standards on the planet. So 
if you put a 60-day moratorium on 
drilling on the NPRA, guess what. You 
lose the whole season. You lose the 
whole season. That is what the Biden 
Administration did yesterday. I lit-
erally have people back home in my 
great State calling frantically saying 
hundreds—if not thousands—of jobs are 
at risk. That was day two of the Biden 
Administration: Let’s crush every sin-
gle energy job in America. 

Why? I don’t know why. I don’t know 
why. 

Since when is it bad to produce en-
ergy for your fellow Americans? We 
need it. We have the highest standards 
in the world. These are great middle- 
class jobs. But on day one in this ad-
ministration, they are attacking the 
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men and women who produce energy 
for this great Nation—shameful. 

Now, it is not just me who is a little 
bit upset. You can tell I am a little bit 
upset. The Keystone pipeline was can-
celed again—again, no idea why they 
would do that. There is nothing about 
climate change. As a matter of fact, 
that pipeline was going to be all union 
jobs, and they had it developed and 
worked on in a way that was going to 
be emissions neutral. 

Here is the head of the Laborers’ 
International Union of North Amer-
ica—LIUNA, the laborers. Terry 
O’Sullivan is a great American. I know 
him well. His father was a marine. He 
served in the Chosin Reservoir during 
the Korean war. 

Madam President, I ask unanimous 
consent to have printed in the RECORD 
a statement by Terry O’Sullivan on be-
half of the Laborers’ International 
Union of North America. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

CANCELING KEYSTONE KILLS UNION JOBS 
KILLING GOOD UNION JOBS ON DAY ONE WITH 

NOTHING TO REPLACE THEM, IS NOT BUILDING 
BACK BETTER 
WASHINGTON, DC (January 20, 2021).—Terry 

O’Sullivan, General President of LIUNA—the 
Laborers’ International Union of North 
America—made the following statement 
today: 

The Biden Administration’s decision to 
cancel the Keystone XL pipeline permit on 
day one of his presidency is both insulting 
and disappointing to the thousands of hard-
working LIUNA members who will lose good- 
paying, middle class family-supporting jobs. 
By blocking this 100 percent union project, 
and pandering to environmental extremists, 
a thousand union jobs will immediately van-
ish and 10,000 additional jobs will be fore-
gone. 

We had hoped the new Administration 
would make a decision based on the facts as 
they are today, not as they were perceived 
years ago. The Keystone XL pipeline of 
today is dramatically different than the 
pipeline rejected while President Biden was 
in the Obama Administration. In an agree-
ment with North America’s Building Trades 
Unions, the project owner, TC Energy, had 
committed $1.7 billion to operate the pipe-
line with renewable energy and achieve net- 
zero emission within two years—all using 
union workers. Their commitment amounted 
to the equivalent of taking 650,000 cars off 
the road, one of the largest renewable energy 
investments ever. 

We support the President’s campaign to 
‘‘build back better.’’ But for union members 
affected by this decision, there are no renew-
able energy jobs that come even close to re-
placing the wages and benefits the Keystone 
XL project would have provided. Killing good 
union jobs on day one with nothing to re-
place them, is not building back better. 
Hopefully, the Biden Administration will not 
continue to allow environmental extremists 
to control our country’s energy agenda at 
the expense of union construction workers 
being forced to the unemployment lines. 

Mr. SULLIVAN. This is a statement 
by Terry O’Sullivan: 

The Biden Administration’s decision to 
cancel the Keystone XL pipeline permit on 
day one of his presidency is both insulting 
and disappointing to the thousands of hard- 
working LIUNA members who will lose good- 
paying, middle class family-supporting jobs. 

By the way, LIUNA is the largest 
labor union in construction, the largest 
labor construction union in America— 
500,000 members. 

By blocking this 100 percent union project, 
and pandering to environmental extremists, 
a thousand union jobs will immediately van-
ish and 10,000 additional jobs will be fore-
gone. 

That is day one. This isn’t me talk-
ing, the Senator from Alaska. This is 
the head of LIUNA. 

We support the President’s campaign to 
‘‘build back better.’’ But for union members 
affected by this decision, there are no renew-
able energy jobs that come even close to re-
placing the wages and benefits the Keystone 
XL project would have provided. Killing good 
union jobs on day one with nothing to re-
place them is not building back better. 

This is, again, Terry O’Sullivan, head 
of LIUNA. 

Madam President, I ask unanimous 
consent to have printed in the RECORD 
a statement by Mark McManus. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

Mark McManus, General President of the 
United Association: ‘‘In revoking this per-
mit, the Biden Administration has chosen to 
listen to the voices of fringe activists instead 
of union members and the American con-
sumer on Day 1. Let me be very clear: When 
built with union labor by the men and 
women of the United Association, pipelines 
like Keystone XL remain the safest and most 
efficient modes of energy transportation in 
the world. Sadly, the Biden Administration 
has now put thousands of union workers out 
of work. For the average American family, it 
means energy costs will go up and commu-
nities will no longer see the local invest-
ments that come with pipeline construc-
tion.’’ 

Mr. SULLIVAN. This is Mark 
McManus, General President of the 
United Association of Union Plumbers 
and Pipefitters. They were going to 
build the Keystone pipeline, too, just 
like the LIUNA members. 

In revoking this permit, the Biden Admin-
istration has chosen to listen to the voices of 
fringe activists instead of union members 
and the American consumer on Day 1. Let 
me be very clear: When built with union 
labor by the men and women of the United 
Association— 

Mr. McManus’s union— 
pipelines like Keystone XL remain the safest 
and most efficient modes of energy transpor-
tation in the world. Sadly, the Biden Admin-
istration has now put thousands of union 
workers out of work. 

Let me close with this. There are a 
number of Senators who want to meet 
directly with the President on this 
issue. By the way, when they made 
these announcements about Alaska, no 
one from the Biden Administration 
reached out. No one called me. No one 
called Senator MURKOWSKI. No one 
called Congressman YOUNG. You would 
think if they were going to kill hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of jobs in your 
State, that somebody would have 
reached out to us. 

I just spent the last week working 
hard to make sure the Biden Adminis-
tration’s Secretary of Defense got con-

firmed. I probably worked harder than 
any other Senator in this body on that 
issue. I did that because I think it is 
going to be good for the military, good 
for America. 

But we are trying. We are trying. I 
haven’t heard from one person on the 
Biden Administration. A number of us 
tried to request a meeting with the 
President. The President talks a lot 
about his blue-collar background. 
Great, but guess what: The President is 
killing blue-collar jobs right now by 
the thousands. A lot of them are in my 
State. 

I hope somebody in the new adminis-
tration is listening to this. I hope he 
realizes what he is doing. We are in 
this pandemic. Our economy needs to 
grow. We have high unemployment. 
The idea that you would start your ad-
ministration by targeting the men and 
women who have built this great Na-
tion, who have good-paying jobs is as-
tounding to me. 

Mr. President—I am not talking 
about the President of the Senate, 
Madam President, I am talking about 
the President of the United States— 
you need to listen to us. This is not a 
good start. You talked in your inau-
guration about putting yourself in 
other people’s shoes. Well, I hope you 
put yourself in the shoes of the energy 
workers in America whom you are 
crushing right now. Put yourself in 
their shoes and maybe rethink these 
crazy, crazy policies that are only 
harming Americans throughout the 
country. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alaska. 
Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam President, I 

suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
(Mr. WARNER assumed the chair.) 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND assumed the 

chair.) 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
KAINE). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

IMPEACHMENT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, we 
have made good progress in our efforts 
to determine the timing and structure 
of the impeachment trial of Donald J. 
Trump. 

For the information of all Senators, 
the House managers will come to read 
the Article of Impeachment at 7 p.m. 
on Monday, January 25. Members will 
then be sworn in the next day, Tues-
day, January 26. 

After that, both the House managers 
and the defense will have a period of 
time to draft their legal briefs, just as 
they did in previous trials. During that 
period, the Senate will continue to do 
other business for the American people, 
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