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to her passion and her life’s work:
teaching and helping low-income stu-
dents learn and grow to succeed.

During COVID-19, like thousands of
teachers across our Nation, she juggled
virtual school and in-person instruc-
tion flawlessly, all to ensure her stu-
dents received the very best education.
She is a prime example of how hard all
teachers across America work every
single day.

I am honored to recognize Allison
Dawson today as a teacher and as a
public servant. I thank Allison for her
30 years of service; her commitment to
serving others; and ensuring that every
child, no matter their race, gender and
socioeconomic background, has access
to a world-class education.

Mr. Speaker, my last hometown hero
is Major Jose Martinez, BSN, RN. Jose
Martinez, BSN and RN, is the nursing
director of adult and pediatric emer-
gency department at North Naples Hos-
pital in southwest Florida. He has been
a nurse for 22 years, and 13 of them at
NCH.

Major Jose Martinez has a 19-year
military career. He has served 9 years
with the Army National Guard and 10
years with the Air Force Reserve.

Major Martinez is currently a flight
nurse instructor and clinical manage-
ment flight commander in the 45th
Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron at
MacDill Air Force Base in Florida.
Major Martinez just returned from a 6-
month deployment at duty station
Travis Air Force Base in California.
Major Martinez coordinated more than
50 Aeromedical Evacuation Westpac/
Cross Country Aeromedical missions
with more than 400 aeromedical evacu-
ation crew, critical care crew, and neo-
natal critical care members serving
more than 100 patients who represent
our U.S. military and their families.

He has dedicated his life to serving
others and has saved countless lives. I
am honored to recognize Major Mar-
tinez today and his sacrifices for our
Nation.

Mr. Speaker, there are many heroes
in all of our communities. These are
just three who happen to live in my
congressional district, and it is my
honor to honor them this evening.

Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Speaker, as a
fellow Floridian, I look forward to get-
ting to know the gentleman’s home-
town heroes at some point in the near
future. I thank the gentleman for join-
ing me here on the floor of the people’s
House to honor the hometown heroes
who make up the great State of Flor-
ida.

Last, but certainly not least, I would
like to recognize my friend and the
great sheriff of Marion County, Sheriff
Billy Woods. I have known Billy for
nearly a decade, and in that time, I
have seen his passion for helping peo-
ple. I am proud to have worked with
Sheriff Woods on combating human
trafficking in the State of Florida, as
well as taking on criminal drug traf-
fickers and supporting the rights of
lawful gun owners. I am also proud to
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recognize his tireless efforts tonight to
protect and serve our ever-growing
community in Marion County. I know
Billy to be a man of integrity, grit, and
honesty. He is a tremendous defender
of freedom and security, and I am
proud to call him and his wife,
Samantha, dear friends.

I am deeply grateful for all of the
people who have spoken here today.
Their work and their efforts to make
my district and its many communities
a better place to live and raise a family
do not go unnoticed. They make me
proud to be an American and the Rep-
resentative from Florida’s Third Con-
gressional District. I chose to celebrate
these hometown heroes today to honor
their work and celebrate their passion
for helping others. I challenge my con-
stituents and all Americans to take
stock of the everyday heroes all around
us and thank them for what they do.

Whether it is working as a frontline
healthcare worker in a local clinic, a
law enforcement officer supporting
children, librarians assisting students
with virtual learning, or a delivery
worker ensuring that we all get our
critical packages on time, they are
all—and there are so many more out
there—extraordinary Americans who
continue to put duty above all else.

I thank the nominees and the nomi-
nators of today’s heroes. Again, I look
forward to continuing this yearlong se-
ries of honoring our hometown heroes,
and I look forward to hearing more of
my colleagues’ stories from their
hometown heroes.

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful for the op-
portunity here tonight to honor these
heroes, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

——
HOMETOWN HEROES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the
gentlewoman from Michigan (Ms.
SLOTKIN) for 30 minutes.

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Olivia Letts, who
passed away on February 1 at the age
of 93. Ms. Letts was a true trailblazer.

After being hired as the first Black
schoolteacher in Lansing, she was a
constant force for good in the commu-
nity. It is my privilege to honor her
with my remarks on the floor of the
people’s House.

Born on the south side of Chicago,
Ms. Letts did not let anything get in
the way of her own education. Accord-
ing to her grandsons, the only time she
was ever late for school was because of
a trolley accident.

At the rooming house that she and
her family shared with other families,
she would wake up as early as 4 a.m. to
study in the bathroom because it was
the only time she could find peace and
quiet.

She maintained her devotion to
learning during her time at the Chi-
cago Teachers College and her three
advanced degree programs at Michigan
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State University. Nothing could keep
Ms. Letts from the classroom, not even
the racial discrimination of the day.

To be sure, breaking the color barrier
in Lansing schools wasn’t easy. The
first time she applied to be a teacher,
she was rejected with a letter that said
the district ‘“had never made a practice
of hiring anyone of her race, but would
keep her under consideration.”
Undeterred, Ms. Letts lobbied local
leaders until she was asked to reapply.
Ten years later, she was promoted to
principal.

Ms. Letts’ story wouldn’t be com-
plete without mention of her husband
and lifelong love, Richard, who passed
away in 1997. For nearly half a century,
their union was an unstoppable force
for good in Lansing—she as the con-
summate advocate and role model for
students and he as the city’s equal op-
portunity officer and human relations
director for 44 years. They are the
namesake of the Letts Community
Center, where this photo was taken.

Ms. Letts was an eternal optimist.
She liked books with happy endings,
whether they were Nicholas Sparks
novels or President Obama’s memoirs.

She lived a full life, and her story
had a happy ending, too. Just a few
days before her passing, she parked
herself in front of the television,
thrilled to watch her fellow Alpha
Kappa Alpha sister, KAMALA HARRIS, be
inaugurated as Vice President.

She is survived by her daughter, Ei-
leen; her two grandsons, Robert and
Matthew; as well as the countless indi-
viduals she touched with her grace and
humility.

Since her passing, the tributes to her
life have been effusive:

‘““‘She was just delightful.”

‘“‘She helped pave the way.”

““‘She just did what was right.”

And my personal favorite, ‘‘Her leg-
acy lives on in the work that folks are
doing here in the community.”

What a fitting way to remember such
a towering figure of the Lansing com-
munity. May she indeed live on in the
work and in these words spoken into
the permanent RECORD of the people’s
House.
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HONORING THE LEGACY OF JAMES BIBBS

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to honor another legend in the
Lansing community, Mr. James Bibbs.

Mr. Bibbs has had many words writ-
ten about him over the years, and al-
most all of them mention his distinc-
tion as the longest-tenured track-and-
field coach in Michigan State Univer-
sity history.

From 1968 to 1995, his students won 52
Big Ten titles, 26 All-American honors,
three NCAA titles, and broke two
world records.

But those who know Coach Bibbs will
tell you that it has never been about
the number of titles and his own ca-
reer. What has distinguished him over
the years was the size of his heart and
the kindness he has shown over the
course of his life.
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From high school to AAU club teams,
collegiate squads, to national and
international teams, Coach Bibbs lived
by the words he spoke in 2010 when he
was inducted into the MSU Athletics
Hall of Fame: ‘I just loved track and I
loved to work with the youngsters.”

And yet, it almost didn’t happen.
After graduating as a star baseball re-
cruit from Ecorse High School, he
turned down a minor league contract
offered by the Yankees to attend East-
ern Michigan University.

At the time, EMU didn’t have a
freshman baseball team, so he decided
to join the track team instead. And as
with the races he would win as a cham-
pion sprinter, he never looked back.

Mr. Bibbs later became a teacher in
Detroit before assuming the title of
coach for the first time in 1959. He led
his hometown high school in Ecorse to
multiple championships before arriving
in BEast Lansing as an assistant in 1968,
the first African-American coach ever
hired at Michigan State.

In 1977, Coach Bibbs became head
coach, and over the next 27 years, he
inspired hundreds of student athletes
to be their best selves by connecting
their personal achievements on the
track with their personal achievement
in life.

Many of his former runners have
credited him with planting the seeds of
confidence that allowed them to com-
pete all over the world. It is no surprise
that several of them have paid it for-
ward by becoming track coaches them-
selves.

Today, his path has taken him full
circle as a volunteer with the team at
East Lansing High School, where his
son is the principal.

Even after all the Hall of Fame in-
ductions and all the honors bestowed
on him, Mr. Bibbs is still the same
gentle and humble man he has always
been, a man who loves track and the
lessons it can teach others.

His wife, Martha, who passed away in
October of last year, was his partner of
50 years. A trailblazer in her own right,
she was the first woman and first
Black woman to serve as personnel di-
rector for the State of Michigan.

These two were a power couple in
Lansing, recognized for their high pro-
file jobs and their contributions to the
community.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to de-
liver these remarks so that Coach
Bibbs’ achievements may forever exist
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, as a
proud Spartan, as a legend in the track
and field community, and as a pioneer
for equality.

RECOGNIZING THE DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
COMMISSION OF MID-MICHIGAN

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize an organization
that has been on the front lines of ad-
vocating for racial equality over the
past 40 years: The Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Commission of Mid-Michigan.

Founded in 1979, with the goal of es-
tablishing a Federal holiday for the
icon of the civil rights movement, the
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MLK Commission realized its mission
just 4 years after its founding. Ever
since, the group has been working to
preserve the legacy and teachings of
Dr. King, in part, by supporting com-
munity agencies and empowering
youth to achieve their goals.

The Commission’s success can be
found in its record: 40 high schoolers
sponsored each year to go on a college
tour of historically Black colleges and
universities, more than $100,000 in
scholarships awarded, and more than
$70,000 in grants given to local organi-
zations.

In the past, the Commission has sent
delegations to notable milestone
events, from the opening of the Na-
tional Museum of African American
History and Culture to the 55th anni-
versary of Bloody Sunday in Selma,
Alabama.

Under the capable leadership of my
friend, Ms. Elaine Hardy, its chair-
person, the MLK Commission has flour-
ished as a proud beacon of justice in
our State.

But to really understand the impact,
you need only look at the annual Day
of Celebration, the largest and longest-
running in the entire country. I have
been many times.

Every third Monday of January,
more than 1,500 attendees come to-
gether in Greater Lansing to recognize
local students, hear from keynote
speakers, and recommit to the unfin-
ished work of Dr. King.

Each celebration is focused on one of
Dr. King’s quotes. For this year’s
event, held remotely for the first time
due to the pandemic, the Commission
selected: ‘‘Out of a mountain of de-
spair, a stone of hope,” and invited
Bernice King to address the group.

At a time when we face unprece-
dented challenges, the MLK Commis-
sion of Mid-Michigan is that stone of
hope for so many in our beloved com-
munity.

For 42 years, the Commission has
shown what is possible when folks from
all walks of life come together under
the banner of equality and justice.

May it continue to shine as an exam-
ple of community leadership for the
next 42 years; and may its legacy live
on forever in the official record of the
U.S. Congress.

HONORING THE LEGACIES OF JAMES RILEY, SR.
AND JAMES RILEY, JR.

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize a father and son duo
who, between them, have served Lan-
sing for over 60 years: James Riley, Sr.
and James Riley, Jr.

Their story begins when the elder
Riley moved to Michigan after grad-
uating high school at 17. He took a job
at the Ford plant in River Rouge but
left 2 years later to join the military
when World War II broke out.

While stationed in Charleston, he
met his future wife of 70 years, Deresa,
at a dance. They moved back to De-
troit soon after, and Mr. Riley used his
GI benefits to attend Wayne State Uni-
versity while working at the Post Of-
fice.
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On the advice of a friend, he majored
in mortuary science, obtaining his li-
cense before moving to Lansing and
starting Riley Funeral Home in 1957.

As the oldest Black-owned funeral
home, and perhaps even the oldest
Black-owned business in Lansing, the
Riley name is synonymous with being
active in our community, being Kkind
and courteous, and serving families
with professionalism and grace.

But it wasn’t an easy path. When Mr.
Riley first set out to get his business
off the ground, he found that no bank
would extend him a loan. It was a time
when financial institutions could deny
a man a line of credit based on the
color of his skin.

Indeed, Mr. Riley would later recall
that 1loan officers seemed almost
amused by the novelty of a Black man
asking for a loan. So he turned to the
community, cobbling together his sav-
ings with some contributions from his
sisters and friends who sold or lent him
equipment.

At first, business was slow. They had
just seven services in their first year.
This was the late 1950s, a time when
African Americans would routinely be
turned away from other funeral homes.
If and when they were able to secure a
service, they were continually assigned
a date and relegated to the afternoon,
after the White services were finished
in the morning.

And so it went for the Rileys in their
first decade of operation, working hard
to earn the trust of the community
with sincerity and good faith. It took
time and concerted effort, but by the
time James, Jr. took over the business
from his parents in 1993, Riley Funeral
Home was handling 150 services per
year.

In a business that operates on trust,
the younger Riley has taken his fam-
ily’s business even further, making
sure that every family that comes to
him is treated with care and respect.

After almost 30 years at the helm,
James Jr., has devoted the same atten-
tion to detail and standard of excel-
lence his father was known for.

James, Sr., passed away in 2016, 1
year after Deresa. And while they may
be gone, it is clear that their legacy
lives on with their son.

Last October, I had the opportunity
to visit Riley Funeral Home and talk
to James personally about his family
story. He shared how Black-owned
businesses were routinely discrimi-
nated against and regularly denied cap-
ital and credit. It is thanks to legisla-
tion passed by this body that that dis-
crimination is no longer the case.

The Rileys have overcome tremen-
dous obstacles to get where they are. It
is my honor to recognize both father
and son today so that their contribu-
tions to the Lansing community may
live on in the permanent record of the
House of Representatives.

HONORING THE LEGACY OF GREGORY EATON

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
celebrate a living legend in Lansing,
Mr. Gregory Eaton, proprietor of Greg-
ory’s Soul Food Bar & Grill.
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Mr. Eaton embodies the motto of ‘‘no
job too small, no job too large.” It may
be his name on the door, but he is often
found on the floor, busing tables, offer-
ing refills, and making sure that guests
are taken care of.

Growing up, Mr. Eaton developed a
legendary work ethic that continues to
inspire to this day. His first jobs were
shining shoes for his dad, who worked
at the Lansing Country Club and later
ran a shoe repair store.

When Mr. Eaton was 20 years old, he
founded his first company, Greg’s Jani-
torial Service, with the slogan, ‘“We
search for dirt.”” He won cleaning con-
tracts the old fashioned way, by word
of mouth, working hard, and helping
others.

He hired local student athletes as a
way to help them. Even future super-
stars like Magic Johnson punched a
time card under Mr. Eaton, for a whop-
ping $1.65 an hour.

Mr. Eaton has lived a life out of a
movie. He is one of only a handful of
individuals to have attended all 53
Super Bowls in person. He has been to
title fights, the Masters, and was even
in the stands at the 1968 Olympics when
Tommie Smith and John Carlos raised
their fists at the podium.

But no matter how far and wide he
travels, Mr. Eaton’s heart remains in
Lansing. It remains with his three
kids, 8 grandchildren, and one great-
grandchild. And it remains with all the
individuals he has helped along the
way with his never-ending generosity.

Even in the midst of a pandemic that
has claimed so many local restaurants,
Gregory’s Soul Food has been able to
keep its doors open, thanks to a loyal
and dependable clientele. Gregory’s is
an institution, like the man it is
named after.

So today, I am proud to recognize
him on the floor of the people’s House,
so that future generations may learn
about his selfless service to the Lan-
sing community.

HONORING ALEX’S GREAT STATE RACE

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize an organization that brings
together fierce rivals in the name of
shared community; an organization
that bridges the sometimes impossible
differences between us; an organization
helping to bring arch rivals together
for the betterment of the community
and, most specifically, an organization
that literally bridges the 64 miles be-
tween Michigan State University in
East Lansing and the University of
Michigan in Ann Arbor.

Most days, any Spartan or Wolverine
will tell you that those miles are still
too close for comfort. But on the Fri-
day before the big game between both
schools, a new tradition has emerged in
the name of charity, community spirit,
and expanding access to education for
all: It is called Alex’s Great State
Race.

Named after Alex Powell, a young
man accepted to Michigan State as he
underwent treatment for a rare and ag-
gressive cancer, Alex had always
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dreamed attending MSU. But the sur-
geries, chemo and radiation treatment
left him unable to carry out his studies
with the normal vigor of a freshman
student.

Thankfully, Alex turned to MSU’s
Resource Center for Persons with Dis-
abilities, or RCPD. Devoted to
inclusivity on campus for students, em-
ployees, and visitors alike, the RCPD
provided Alex with a dorm room near
his classes, offered support to him and
his family, and accommodated his
needs as they became more complex.

They made arrangements to provide
Alex the same MSU experience as any
other student, even when he was being
treated at a cancer center at the Uni-
versity of Michigan, 64 miles away.

Despite has valiant fight, Alex lost
his battle with cancer in 2011. Those
around him remember his vibrant spir-
it and easy sense of humor, even in the
midst of a debilitating illness.

More than anything, Alex wanted to
leave a legacy that would inspire oth-
ers, which is how his mother, Juliana,
got in touch with the folks at the Re-
source Center who played such an im-
portant role in his life.

Together, they created the Great
State Race in Alex’s name, a charity
organization dedicated to raising
money for the RCPD, as well as its
counterpart at the University of Michi-
gan, the Office of Services for Students
with Disabilities.

Now celebrating its seventh year,
Alex’s Great State Race is an example
of what can unite us. Each year, no
matter how intense the rivalry be-
tween the two schools, ROTC cadets
from both Michigan and Michigan
State come together to run the game
ball the 64 miles separating the two
campuses.

Supported by police that line the
route, gracious donations that make it
possible, and a community united by
the spirit of charity, Alex’s Great
State Race proves that despite our
split allegiances, we absolutely have a
common humanity.

Today, I am proud to honor the Pow-
ell family, the ROTC cadets, and all of
the folks involved at both schools who
raise money for such a worthy cause.

As the Jewish Prayer of Remem-
brance says: ‘“‘So long as we live, they
too shall live, for they are now a part
of us, as we remember them.”

Mr. Speaker, we all remember Alex
as long as these words will exist in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, which is to
say, we remember Alex forever.
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HONORING JESSICA WITKOWSKI

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Jessica Witkowski, a
young woman making a difference in
her hometown of Hartland, Michigan.
For her efforts, she has earned the dis-
tinction of being one of the first female
Eagle Scouts in the country. Drawn by
the Scouts’ emphasis on environmental
stewardship, service to community,
and development of leadership skills,
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Jessica joined the Scouts 2 years ago as
a sophomore in high school, shortly
after they opened membership to girls.

She set her sights on a lofty goal,
being a part of the inaugural class of
female Eagle Scouts. After building
and installing bluebird houses in Set-
tler’s Park for her Life Scout rank, she
started brainstorming Eagle Scout
projects that would similarly align
with her love of the outdoors.

But soon after, the pandemic hit, and
stay-at-home orders forced a change.
Like a good Scout, though, Jessica
adapted. She soon realized that the
greatest need in the community was
for face masks for seniors in retire-
ment homes. Through Zoom meetings
and video tutorials, she gathered 16 of
her classmates and set out to teach
them how to create face masks.

The fact that she had never sewn be-
fore did not hold her back, nor did the
fact that she would have to sew with
gloves on in order to follow the best
practices for sanitation and avoiding
potential spread.

From start to finish, the project took
2 months. By the time it was com-
pleted, Jessica and her determined
group of volunteers had surpassed their
initial goal of creating 600 masks,
which Jessica distributed to the three
local organizations taking care of sen-
iors vulnerable to the pandemic.

Last fall, just by chance, on a tour of
cider mills in my district, I actually
ran into Jessica at Spicer’s. Even now,
I can still remember her infectious per-
sonality and her thousand-watt smile,
even behind her face mask. She is an
impressive young woman, and I am
proud to represent her here in Con-
gress.

Although we haven’t been able to
hold her official court of honor due to
the pandemic, I know that it will come,
and Jessica will be able to celebrate
her achievement surrounded by her
friends and family. In the meantime, it
is my personal honor to speak these re-
marks into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
so that folks back home can read about
her hard work and dedicated service to
community.

CELEBRATING MARCUS GOLLER

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, lastly, 1
rise to pay tribute to Marcus Goller, a
cornerstone of the Brighton commu-
nity who sadly passed away late last
month.

Marcus owned and operated the
Brighton Coffeehouse and Theater
alongside his wife, Amy, and their two
kids, Spencer and Macy.

The spot is a mainstay of downtown
Brighton, a place to pop in for a quick
coffee or pastry or to take in a show in
its 70-seat black box theater. But be-
fore it was a reality, it was just a
dream between a couple and their kids.

Marcus had had a long career in the
coffee business, running a chain of cof-
fee shops in college towns all across
the Midwest. Amy had acted profes-
sionally and directed productions at
Brighton High School.
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One day, while sitting in the chil-
dren’s reading room at a small book-
store on Main Street, they had the idea
of opening their own coffeehouse. What
started that day as a dream became a
reality in 2018 when Brighton Coffee-
house and Theater opened its doors and
quickly became a cornerstone of down-
town.

It is the perfect place to gather. I
still remember hosting a townhall con-
versation there in 2019 and the incred-
ible sense of community that you felt
as soon as you walk in the door. It is
the reason that student organizations
and performers constantly use the
space, because you immediately feel at
home.

As anyone will tell you, that is be-
cause of Marcus. He was the soul of
Brighton Coffeehouse, a quiet, kind
presence. He treated visitors like
neighbors and neighbors like family,
always making sure that they were
well served and had everything they
needed.

It was his idea to start the Brighton
Yacht Club, a fleet of dozens of little
motorized remote-controlled sailboats
that people could rent and sail on the
millpond just outside. He loved his
business, and the people loved his busi-
ness back.

He would be the first to tell you that
it wasn’t easy, that the road from a
conversation to construction was filled
with twists and turns and setbacks, but
Marcus never met an obstacle he
couldn’t overcome.

His passing is our loss. To Amy,
Spencer, and Macy, to all those who
knew Marcus and loved him, may they
hold on to the dark roasts, the baked
goods, the theater productions that
brought them close together.

I speak these words today so that his
legacy is forever remembered in the
permanent RECORD of the people’s
House, letting all who read know
Marcus made a difference.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

DISRUPTING THE TRADITIONAL
FAMILY UNIT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
GROTHMAN) for 30 minutes.

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, in the
past, I have taken time to discuss
Black Lives Matter, a powerful group
in this past election, which I think was
very instrumental in the Democratic
Party retaining their majority, and
talking about the Marxist roots of
their founders. In their statement,
“What We Believe,” they, Black Lives
Matter, clearly state that one of their
goals is to disrupt the Western-pre-
scribed nuclear family structure.

First of all, to say that the tradi-
tional family is a Western family is in-
sulting to all the people from East
Asia, the Indian subcontinent, the Mid-
dle East, Latin America, and sub-Saha-
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ran Africa that already have mothers
and fathers at home. This is not a
Western thing.

Nevertheless, it is apparent that the
founders of Black Lives Matter did
consider the traditional nuclear family
something to be disrupted. And that is
part of Marxism, to get rid of the tradi-
tional families. And it is scary that one
of our two major political parties held
its majority by closely aligning itself
with this group.

I have asked for a hearing before the
Education Committee on the Pell
Grant Program, which already bra-
zenly penalizes nuclear families—no
hearing as of yet. But, today, I ran
across an article in the City Journal
called ‘‘Failure Factory,” talking
about the influence of, to a certain ex-
tent, Marxist ideology and, to a certain
extent, critical race theory on their
curriculum.

This curriculum itself denigrates the
traditional family. I don’t know why
we would, in schools—and they are
talking about the Buffalo Public
Schools here—why in schools we would
denigrate a traditional family with fa-
ther at home.

This curriculum appears designed to
make young people bitter, defeatist,
and antipolice. Our poor children—and
by poor, I don’t mean materially poor.
Our poor children have to put up with
this sort of curriculum.

In other countries, strong families
are the norm, and children are excel-
ling at math, reading, and science.
They immigrate here, children from all
different racial, religious, and cultural
backgrounds, and they will outperform
our homegrown students who get this
antifamily, antipolice drivel.

I would also ask my good friend Edu-
cation Chairman BOBBY ScCOTT to hold
a hearing on critical race theory,
which is infecting our schools, before
any more damage is done. The Federal
Government puts $40 billion into K-12
in this country, and we are spending a
total of over $12,000 a child. If teachers
are going to teach the students that
families with fathers are not good, the
police are racist, and that it is so dif-
ficult to achieve in this country, it
doesn’t matter how much we spend.
Please, chairman of the Education
Committee, BOBBY ScOTT, hold a hear-
ing on critical race theory and the in-
fluence it has on our public schools.

Again, I will mention the article de-
scribing the curriculum in the Buffalo
Public Schools would be called ‘‘Fail-
ure Factory” in the City Journal. So if
you want to Google ‘‘Failure Factory,”
City Journal, you can read about what
goes on in our Buffalo Public Schools.

ICE AGE TRAIL

Mr. GROTHMAN. Now, I would like
to talk a little bit about an amend-
ment that was done in a bipartisan
fashion, and I know far too many peo-
ple outside of Washington don’t realize
that the vast majority of things we do
here are in a bipartisan fashion.

The amendment concerns the Ice Age
Trail, a trail that winds throughout
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the Midwest. But in the State of Wis-
consin, it begins in the eastern part of
the State in Door County and winds its
way out the western part of the State
on the Minnesota border. The Ice Age
Trail goes through Manitowoc, She-
boygan, Fond du Lac, Columbia, Mar-
quette, and Waushara Counties in my
district.

According to a study by the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Whitewater, the trail
has had an annual economic impact of
$113 million, drawing 1.2 million visi-
tors.

Currently, the Ice Age Trail is not
categorized as a unit of the National
Park System administered by the De-
partment of the Interior. The bipar-
tisan amendment, which I worked on
with my friend Congressman POCAN
from the Madison area, would allow the
Ice Age Trail that opportunity.

As a unit of the National Park Sys-
tem, Federal funds will be allowed to
go to Wisconsin for maintenance and
improvement of these trails, which
drive tourism and provide outdoor
recreation opportunities for Wisconsin-
ites and visitors alike.

More than thousands of years ago, an
immense flow of glacial ice sculpted a
landscape of remarkable beauty across
Wisconsin. And let me tell you, I think
Wisconsin is the most beautiful State
we have. So, please, everybody come
visit our Ice Age Trail.

As the glacier retreated, it left be-
hind a variety of landscape features.
These glacial remnants are now consid-
ered among the world’s finest examples
of how continental glaciation sculpts
our planet.

The Ice Age National Scenic Trail is
a thousand miles that highlights these
landscape features as it travels
through some of the State’s most beau-
tiful natural areas. The trail is entirely
within Wisconsin.

The Ice Age Trail is more than a path
through the woods. It is a place for
mental and physical rejuvenation, a
place to unwind after a hard day and
enjoy the landscape of Wisconsin. More
than a million people use the trail each
year to hike and snowshoe, to back-
pack, to disconnect, and to reconnect.

Behind the scenes, a vibrant commu-
nity of volunteers across the State
work to build and maintain the trail,
making it one of the country’s best
hiking experiences.

I sincerely hope that the bill that is
going to come up that we are going to
vote on tomorrow, that this amend-
ment becomes part of that bill. I am
confident that it will.

It is going to improve the Ice Age
Trail, making it even more consumer-
friendly for the millions of Wisconsin-
ites who have taken advantage of the
trail. Particularly this year, where we
have way too many people sitting in-
side, it is going to be a great year to
tour the trail.

The trail was begun in the 1950s as
the dream of Milwaukeean Ray
Zillmer, who had a vision of a long, lin-
ear park winding through Wisconsin
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