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Defense Authorization Act that for the 
first time in history will require your 
daughter, your sister, your mom, and 
your wife to register for the draft. 
Well, don’t worry, I am going to keep 
fighting it. 

I am not going to retreat, and I am 
not going to run away from some poll-
ster coming in saying, Well, I don’t 
know. I am not sure how people feel 
about it. 

I know how people feel about it. I 
know how they feel about it in my dis-
trict. I know how they feel about it in 
my kids’ school, in my communities. I 
know the people who have stop me in 
the airport saying thank you for stand-
ing up for some sort of common sense 
about how we should actually function 
as a society. 

Speaking of the United States House 
of free stuff, we spent $36 million for a 
study to determine whether single-sex 
units performed better or worse than 
mixed-sex units. 

What do you think they found? 
Madam Speaker, you will be blown 

away by this piece of information. The 
single-sex male units performed better. 
Oh, we don’t want to have that talk. 
My colleagues don’t want to have that 
debate. But I am going to keep having 
that debate. 

Whatever they do at the NDAA, if the 
Senate doesn’t have the backbone, if 
my Republican colleagues in the 
United States Senate won’t stand up 
for my daughter—our daughters—I will 
keep calling them out, every single one 
of them. I will call on every one of my 
colleagues in this body, and I sure as 
heck will not ever vote for a single one 
of them for any office if they are going 
to make my daughter eligible for the 
draft. 

This is not the way we should do 
things. 

Have a debate, offer data, have 
amendments, have the courage to have 
straight up-or-down votes on subjects 
rather than mega bills cooked up in 
back rooms so people can go preen and 
posture in front of cameras outside on 
the steps. 

No matter who is in charge of this 
body, restore this body, and don’t con-
tinue to operate as the United States 
House of free stuff doling out dollar 
after dollar and printing money to cre-
ate programs that we can’t even afford 
and to fundamentally alter and trans-
form this society into one that is ex-
pected from government rather than 
serving themselves, their fellow man, 
and their communities. 

We are destroying the core of this 
great country by empowering govern-
ment and doing so knowing full well we 
don’t have the dollars or the resources 
to do it; knowing full well that we are 
ripping out the soul of people by taking 
away the value of work; and destroying 
family units; destroying the public 
education system, by turning them 
into political corruption entities. The 
veil having been lifted now after 
COVID has exposed so much of that 
corruption, and what we just saw in 

Loudoun County, Virginia, what we 
just saw unfold in the Commonwealth 
of Virginia. 

The American people are seeing the 
corruption that flows from the dollars 
that flow from this town without any 
responsibility. Again, that is not a par-
tisan statement. Both sides are equally 
guilty of walking into this Chamber 
and writing checks they can’t cash. 
And if we don’t stop it, this country 
will not survive. This country will not 
make it. We will not keep the Republic 
if we keep spending money we don’t 
have. If we keep turning over power to 
a small group of individuals in this 
Chamber, the other Chamber, the other 
end of Pennsylvania Avenue and, oh, 
by the way, the courts to make deci-
sions rather than the people’s Rep-
resentatives. 

It is time, Madam Speaker, for this 
body to function again. And it is time 
for us to do it without regard to who is 
in the other end of Pennsylvania Ave-
nue in the White House. We have a 
duty in Article I to use the power of 
the purse responsibly, to stand up for 
the people, to defend the people, and to 
stop the encroachment in their lives by 
unelected bureaucrats or a President 
using power that has now already in 
three different courts been found to be 
unconstitutionally and unlawfully exe-
cuted against the people while they are 
lose their jobs, lose their livelihoods, 
destroy their lives because they want 
to make a decision that they believe is 
in the interest of them and their fami-
lies. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 5344 

Mr. MFUME. Madam Speaker, I here-
by remove my name as a cosponsor of 
H.R. 5344. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s request is accepted. 

f 
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OXFORD HIGH SCHOOL MASS 
SHOOTING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the 
gentlewoman from Michigan (Ms. 
SLOTKIN) for 30 minutes. 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in the shadow of a terrible trag-
edy that has shaken my district and 
the entire State of Michigan to its 
core. 

Oxford, Michigan, is a quiet town in 
northern Oakland County. It is a small, 
close-knit community where folks 
know and care for each other. But just 
2 days ago, in less than 5 minutes, the 
heart of the town was ripped out in a 
flurry of screams and gunfire. 

On Tuesday, a 15-year-old boy walked 
into his Oxford High School and took 
the lives of four of his fellow students, 
four young Michiganders with their en-
tire lives ahead of them. 

I mentioned them in our moment of 
silence, but it bears repeating. 

Hana St. Juliana was an exuberant 
freshman on the volleyball and basket-
ball team. She babysat for a friend of 
mine and brought joy to all who knew 
her. She made her high school debut on 
the basketball team on Monday night. 
Hana was 14 years old. 

Madisyn Baldwin was going to grad-
uate this year, and she had already 
been accepted to several colleges, some 
with a full scholarship. She had a 
younger half-brother and two sisters, 
and her friends described her as an art-
ist who loved to draw and read and 
write. Madisyn was 17. 

Tate Myre was a tight end and run-
ning back on the varsity football team 
and an honor student. Already, there is 
a petition with more than 80,000 signa-
tures circulating to rename Oxford’s 
football stadium in honor of Tate. He 
was 16 years old. 

Justin Shilling was a senior getting 
ready for life after high school. He was 
the co-captain of the school’s bowling 
team, and he worked part time at 
Anita’s Kitchen, a restaurant in nearby 
Lake Orion. Justin was 17. 

The loss of these four young people 
has ripped a hole in our community, 
and the trauma inflicted on their 
friends and classmates will never fully 
subside. 

No one has been left unscathed. The 
aftershocks of the senseless act of vio-
lence are being felt across the State, 
most clearly in the 60 school districts 
that have been forced to cancel school 
out of an abundance of caution due to 
copycat threats. 

All of us can see ourselves in the par-
ents, students, and teachers at Oxford, 
but we can’t begin to imagine their 
pain. 

As agonizing as the last few days 
have been, the place to take solace is 
in the incredible response of the hun-
dreds of first responders who jumped 
into action to end the violence before 
more lives were taken. 

Yesterday, I visited the professionals 
at the Oakland County Operations Cen-
ter, which was the eye of the hurricane 
on Tuesday, and heard firsthand ac-
counts of heroism, bravery, and dedica-
tion under extreme stress. 

In the darkness of the event, the 
light we should try and focus on is 
that, in our hour of need, our first re-
sponders were trained and ready. They 
did not hesitate. In the span of just a 
few minutes, the gunman fired 30 shots, 
hitting 11 people. Four of them are 
dead. 

When the gunman was stopped by law 
enforcement inside the school, he had 
18 rounds left. I shudder to think about 
how much more damage could have 
been done if those officers hadn’t 
stopped him so quickly. 

The people who responded on Tues-
day saved lives unequivocally. The 
training, speed, and efficiency of those 
on site made all the difference, and I 
want to speak directly to them for a 
moment. 
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First, to the teachers who have been 

through so much in these last 2 years 
and who jumped into action when the 
crisis struck; to the police officers and 
sheriff’s deputies who headed straight 
into the school without hesitation and 
who told me, ‘‘We were going inside no 
matter what. We were never going to 
simply stage outside and wait to assess 
the risks to ourselves’’; to all the fire-
fighters and first responders from our 
area and well beyond who didn’t wait 
for direction and simply steamed 
straight for Oxford; to the 911 dispatch 
operators who took more than 100 calls 
from terrified children whispering and 
crying from their hiding places, and 
the dispatch shift leaders who ran the 
massive logistical operation to coordi-
nate over 300 first responders at the 
school; and to the doctors, nurses, 
EMS, and hospital staff who put emer-
gency procedures in place and all an-
swered the call to help, what you did 
saved children, and teachers, and ad-
ministrators. 

You saved someone’s child, some-
one’s brother, someone’s mom. You 
kept people on this Earth for their 
families to cherish and hold close. And 
every one of them will remember that 
day and the role you played. There are 
children in that school who will go on 
to be police officers and firefighters 
and doctors because of how you re-
sponded this week, and for that, we 
owe you so much. 

Madam Speaker, over the last few 
days, I have thought a great deal about 
the sacrifices we ask our kids to make 
and the burdens we ask them to bear. 
We are all so exhausted seeing fleeing 
students, panicked parents, and bewil-
dered teachers. 

The inescapable conclusion we must 
draw is that we are failing our chil-
dren, not just failing to keep them safe 
but failing to set an example. Our daily 
rhetoric continues to deteriorate. 
Threats of violence are commonplace. 

As someone who worked alongside 
the military for years, I was trained 
that leadership climate is set at the 
top. Whether you are the leader of a 
platoon or a small town, or simply the 
head of a household, the leadership 
style you use in your own life will be 
internalized by those you lead. It will 
become the standard. Nowhere is this 
more clear than with our kids. 

The hard truth is that violence, in-
cluding gun violence, has become nor-
mal. Threatening someone online has 
become normal. Inciting violence and 
calling for violence has become nor-
mal. People do it online, in neighbor-
hood forums, at school board meetings, 
at hospitals, on airplanes, and even on 
the steps of this Capitol, like it is 
nothing at all, like it is somehow part 
of their freedom of speech. But it is 
not. 

Threatening other people is where 
our freedom of speech ends. But how 
are kids to understand that? How are 
they to rationalize the lessons they 
learned in kindergarten to treat others 
as we would like to be treated if they 
see adults demonstrating the opposite? 

That betrayal has taken hold in the 
roots of our communities. Not a day 
goes by that I don’t hear about it, and 
our kids are watching our every move. 

This tragedy also makes clear that 
we are in desperate need of mental 
health support for our young people. 
Services and providers are scarce, and 
there is no way of meeting the need, es-
pecially in the wake of COVID. 

Our children are using violence, con-
templating suicide, and generally 
struggling more than at any other time 
in our history, and we must acknowl-
edge that and provide the resources to 
our communities to manage the de-
mand. 

In these first 48 hours since the at-
tack, that is where my office and so 
many others have been trying to en-
gage, to find Federal money, to find 
State money. We need to address the 
mental health crisis in this country 
with the seriousness that it demands or 
be prepared to live with the con-
sequences. 

In the immediate aftermath of trag-
edy, in these moments of intense suf-
fering, there is often a need to under-
stand what to do with our pain by 
jumping into politics and policy. I 
must admit, I am torn about that dis-
cussion because my community is still 
reeling from the crisis, and our atten-
tion has been focused on immediate 
crisis response. 

But there are some basic facts that 
simply can’t be swept under the rug: 
that a deadly weapon purchased legally 
fell into the hands of a 15-year-old 
child. I come from a family of gun own-
ers. I was trained to carry two different 
firearms on my person at all times dur-
ing my three tours with the CIA in 
Iraq. 

But if a 15-year-old boy can get ahold 
of a weapon purchased by his father on 
a Friday and use it to terrorize and 
murder his classmates on a Tuesday, 
something in our country is horribly 
wrong. 

Whether we like it or not, Oxford will 
be a town that our kids read about, 
joining a long list of communities that 
have become synonymous with the 
greatest tragedies our country has 
seen: Columbine, Virginia Tech, Sandy 
Hook, Parkland, Santa Fe, and so 
many more. 

This is, sadly, not a new set of issues. 
Long before the events in Oxford, the 
U.S. House passed a bill requiring basic 
background checks for purchases of 
any and all guns, just like we do at 
Walmart now. 

This bill had both Democratic and 
Republican cosponsors. It was one of 
those rare instances of this body rising 
to the occasion with some basic com-
mon sense. We voted on this bill a few 
years ago in the last Congress, and we 
voted on it again this last March 2021. 

That bill is currently sitting in the 
U.S. Senate. It could be voted on to-
morrow if there was a will to act. 

Please, to our colleagues in the Sen-
ate, take up this important bipartisan 
legislation. 

b 2040 

I am also focused on what it means 
to be a responsible gun owner. Michi-
gan is full of them, including my own 
family. But if you are going to own a 
gun, you should be responsible for stor-
ing it safely and for taking basic steps 
to ensure that the gun doesn’t end up 
in the hands of a child or a criminal or 
a dangerous person. Adults should be 
held accountable for how they handle 
their guns. 

This is an issue we are particularly 
watching in Oxford, where the Oakland 
County prosecutor is considering 
charging the parents of the shooter for 
their child’s access to that gun. This is 
one of the areas we are looking at for 
additional legislation, and I know that 
a similar bill is being looked at in the 
Michigan legislature. 

In the coming days and week, more 
facts will emerge from this horrible 
tragedy and help guide our thinking on 
how to ensure that our children—Hana, 
Madisyn, Tate, and Justin—did not die 
in vain. 

To my colleagues in both parties, I 
look to you all, every single one of you, 
to join me in recognizing the pain that 
our community is going through and to 
make sure it means something. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(b) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the House stands adjourned 
until 9 a.m. tomorrow. 

Thereupon (at 8 o’clock and 41 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Fri-
day, December 3, 2021, at 9 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–2802. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting 
the Agency’s final rule — Bifenthrin; Pes-
ticide Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2016-0352 and 
EPA-HQ-OPP-2019-0560; FRL-8945-01-OCSPP] 
received November 18, 2021, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

EC–2803. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting 
the Agency’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; 
California; San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution 
Control District; Stationary Source Permits 
[EPA-R09-OAR-2020-0238; FRL-8896-02-R9] re-
ceived November 18, 2021, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

EC–2804. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting 
the Agency’s final rule — Arkansas: Final 
Authorization of State Hazardous Waste 
Management Program Revision [EPA-R06- 
RCRA-2021-0073; FRL-8800-02-R6] received No-
vember 18, 2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
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