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want, or start a business, if that is
what they want, from the skills that
they will have learned from the -cli-
mate corps.

We also are going to be strengthening
domestic manufacturing and the sup-
ply chains for critical goods because it
is only when you address the root
cause of the problems, which is our
supply chains that you solve the prob-
lem.

We want to bring back manufac-
turing to this continent, to this coun-
try. There are those who talk about it
the same way they talked for years
about infrastructure week, but it
doesn’t help if all you do is talk about
it. What you need to do is deliver. In
the infrastructure plan, we are deliv-
ering to bring back the jobs that are
needed to build those bridges. We are
building that infrastructure.

We are delivering because Democrats
deliver. In Build Back Better, we are
going to be delivering the jobs of the
future. We are going to be delivering
the investments in manufacturing. We
are going to be delivering the invest-
ments so our consumers can realize the
benefits so that they are paid more and
can really have the respect that comes
along with a job that has the kind of
benefits you need.

We are going to be delivering pre-
scription drug price negotiation. We
are going to be delivering the lowering
of healthcare costs because for too long
we have had those who would stand for
Big Pharma instead of for those who
need insulin, those who need Humira,
those who need the kinds of drugs that
make their life bearable, those who
need the kinds of drugs that allow
them to survive.

What we are doing in Build Back Bet-
ter is making sure that we can nego-
tiate to reduce those drug prices. That
is something that we know Americans
want. And so when we do not get a sin-
gle Republican vote for lowering drug
prices, remember that, that Repub-
licans were unwilling to vote to lower
drug prices because that is what this
bill does.

Remember that Republicans were un-
willing to vote for infrastructure, be-
cause that is what the infrastructure
plan did.

I am asking, however, that we re-
ceive those votes, that we receive bi-
partisan support for the kinds of in-
vestments that we are going to be
doing for our people.

I yield now to the gentleman from
Rhode Island (Mr. CICILLINE), an amaz-
ing colleague in the Congressional Pro-
gressive Caucus, an amazing colleague
from the Equality Caucus who has
fought for the rights of all Americans.
He has fought for the Equality Act. He
is one of the drafters of the Equality
Act.

Mr. CICILLINE. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentlewoman for yielding,
and I appreciate the opportunity to
speak about the President’s vision for
really investing in working families in
this country and doing it in a way, par-
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ticularly after COVID, that the econ-
omy is rebuilt so that everyone has op-
portunities and that not only people at
the top realize their full potential and
reap all the benefits, but that everyone
in this country can benefit from the
economic recovery that the President
has articulated in the Build Back Bet-
ter plan.

I have been in Congress now 11 years.
I don’t know that we have ever had a
better example of what leadership from
the President means in terms of under-
standing that the best way to grow the
economy is to invest in working fami-
lies, to invest in middle-class families
by making sure they can access all of
the opportunities that exist in this
country.

And what are those struggles? Af-
fordable childcare, universal pre-K, job
training, lowering prescription drug
costs, lowering the cost of healthcare.

When the President made his address
to the joint session of Congress, what
struck me in that speech was that
President Biden identified virtually
every single struggle I hear about from
my constituents in Rhode Island—the
high cost of prescription drugs, the
high cost of healthcare, the high cost
of childcare, the inability to access
pre-K, difficulty retraining because of
the absence of job training programs.
It is as if the President put together
everything I have heard that folks
struggle with every day in this coun-
try, and he drafted and included all
those in the Build Back Better provi-
sions.

When you take the bipartisan infra-
structure bill along with the Build
Back Better legislation which we are
about to pass, we are going to create
1% million jobs a year for a decade, and
that is extraordinary. These are good-
paying, union jobs.

We are going to, for the first time,
take on in a serious way the climate
crisis. We are going to drive down costs
of everything from prescription drugs
to childcare to healthcare, and the best
part about it is it is paid for by making
sure the wealthiest people in this coun-
try and the most profitable corpora-
tions pay their fair share. My constitu-
ents pay their fair share. They expect
everyone to do the same.

And so we have this extraordinary in-
vestment in working families that is
going to give people an opportunity,
move so many of the obstacles that
allow folks to return to the workforce,
particularly women. Women were dev-
astated by the pandemic, particularly
devastated.
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If we did the bipartisan infrastruc-
ture bill alone, a lot of that economic
recovery would escape women in this
country. The Build Back Better provi-
sions are going to ensure many of those
obstacles that prevent women from re-
entering the workforce are addressed
so that our economy can realize the
full benefit of the extraordinary talent
of women in the workforce.
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This economic recovery that we are
all craving after 2 years of a very dif-
ficult time with this pandemic, that
economic recovery is going to reach ev-
eryone in this country. It is going to
begin with working families and mid-
dle-class families, who for the first
time, I think, are going to be the focus
of a very comprehensive strategy.

I am excited. I feel particularly hon-
ored to be in Congress at this moment,
and I thank the President for his lead-
ership in developing a plan to rebuild
the middle class and address so many
of the challenges that working families
face.

I thank you for giving me an oppor-
tunity to speak during this Special
Order hour, and I look forward to the
passage of Build Back Better and all it
is going to mean for families in my
State and all across this country.

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Madam
Speaker, I do love it when this Presi-
dent always says we are going to re-
build this economy from the bottom up
and the middle out because that is ex-
actly who he is focused on. He is fo-
cused on giving us the opportunities,
my constituents as well.

You know, there could not be two
States that are more different than
Rhode Island and New Mexico, but
these are the same things we hear in
New Mexico. We are addressing those
in Build Back Better, and I can’t be
more excited as a freshman to be able
to be here on the floor of the House and
to vote for the American Rescue Plan
because that really was the first step.

The American Rescue Plan saved our
economy. It saved families from home-
lessness. It lowered hunger. It ad-
dressed the pandemic by giving us the
vaccine.

The second step was the infrastruc-
ture bill. We talked earlier about how,
last Thanksgiving, we were apart. This
Thanksgiving, we are together because
of the American Rescue Plan.

But the infrastructure bill, that is
about repairing our infrastructure,
which has been too long ignored.

Then this last one, Build Back Bet-
ter, I am just overjoyed that I get to
serve in Congress in this historic mo-
ment to work on these things that will
be benefiting my grandchildren and
their grandchildren. I want to leave
them with this beautiful place we call
home intact.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———

VACCINE MANDATES NEED TO
STOP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
KELLER) for 30 minutes.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that each Member
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?
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There was no objection.

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, 1
have said it before and I will say it
again: The greatest threat that this
pandemic has imposed on the American
people is growing government control
over their lives.

A stalled supply chain, exploding in-
flation, and a crisis at our southern
border are all issues that require im-
mediate attention. Yet, the Biden ad-
ministration is not addressing any of
these issues.

Instead, President Biden thinks it is
a good idea to ignore the crisis he cre-
ated and impose a crushing Federal
vaccine mandate on businesses that
will affect more than 80 million Ameri-
cans and decimate our workforce.

My colleagues and I have had enough
with President Biden’s tone-deaf man-
dates.

Today, I was joined by all 50 Repub-
lican Senators and 107 Members in the
House in introducing a Congressional
Review Act to nullify President Biden’s
vaccine mandate on America’s workers
and businesses.

This mandate is illegal, and we are
fighting to stop it. I am joined by my
colleagues this evening to explain why
we need to stop this.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tlewoman from Illinois (Mrs. MILLER).

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, I thank Representative KEL-
LER for yielding. It has been great
starting the day today in prayer for
our country and now finishing with
this Special Order.

The Fifth Circuit blocking OSHA’s
COVID mandate is a huge win for the
American people, but Biden and the far
left aren’t going to give up this power
grab without a fight.

This vaccine mandate would destroy
what is left of our economy and make
Americans less safe.

We are forcing people to quit their
jobs with unconstitutional mandates
from an out-of-control Federal Govern-
ment.

This mandate is causing the Amer-
ican people to be less safe by making
firefighters, police officers, Border Pa-
trol, and nurses to choose between the
jab or their job.

If U.S. military members are dis-
charged, China and our adversaries
stand to be the beneficiaries.

Natural immunity is completely ig-
nored because natural immunity
doesn’t have a lobbyist here in D.C.

We cannot sit idly by while the gov-
ernment works to centralize the per-
sonal health information of Americans.
Americans have the God-given right to
the pursuit of happiness, and we will
not bow to king Biden and his uncon-
stitutional edicts.

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from Kansas
(Mr. MANN).

Mr. MANN. Madam Speaker, I thank
Congressman KELLER for hosting this
Special Order and for his hard work
and leadership.

I rise today with you and scores of
our colleagues to call for congressional
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review of President Biden’s vaccine
mandates.

During his tenure in the White
House, President Biden has cir-
cumvented this Congress to issue mul-
tiple executive orders imposing vaccine
mandates on all Federal employees,
Federal contractors, healthcare work-
ers, and even private businesses with
more than 100 employees.

These mandates are forcing Ameri-
cans to choose between their pay-
checks and their principles.

I have heard from multiple agents at
the USDA’s Farm Service Agency who
have chosen to resign rather than re-
ceive the vaccine. Just a year ago,
these same agents were deemed essen-
tial, connecting vital resources to
farmers and ranchers, and today, they
are out of a job.

Congress should immediately review
these mandates in full and take up leg-
islation like my bill, the Stop Vaccine
Mandates Act, which would have pro-
hibited OSHA from implementing a
vaccine mandate on private businesses
altogether.

Anyone who wants to receive a vac-
cine should do so, but that is a per-
sonal healthcare decision. It is not an
arena for mandates from the govern-
ment, and I am deeply disappointed by
President Biden’s policies and lack of
responsible, legitimate concerns sur-
rounding them. I will continue to push
against these overreaching mandates
with all of us and will fight to protect
the freedoms of the American people.

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. ALLEN).

Mr. ALLEN. Madam Speaker, I thank
my colleague, Mr. KELLER, for leading
this important effort in letting the
American people know that we are
fighting for you.

As I said since day one, folks should
consult with their doctor and get the
vaccine if they are able. But instead of
allowing local healthcare providers and
communities to instill confidence in
the vaccine, the Biden administration
is choosing to push a top-down govern-
ment mandate, which does not work
and will never work.

It comes down to this: Workers
across the country are facing the
choice to get vaccinated or lose their
job.

This is the epitome of government
overreach. Every American has the
right to earn a living.

While I believe this mandate is likely
unconstitutional, I look forward to
watching it continue moving through
the courts.

It is also our duty as Members of
Congress to fight this legislatively.
That is why it is important to exercise
our authority under the Congressional
Review Act to nullify this rule.

I am proud to fight for over 80 mil-
lion workers who will be impacted by
this overreaching mandate by ensuring
this rule has no force or effect.

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from Wisconsin
(Mr. GROTHMAN).
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Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker,
like all other Congressmen, I am sure,
my office has received many calls from
people objecting to the OSHA rules and
the CMS rules related to employees of
hospitals.

It amazes me, the number of articu-
late doctors and nurses and other em-
ployees out there who have good rea-
sons not to take the vaccine. Whether
their doctors have told them don’t take
it because you already have antibodies,
you have too many antibodies, the vac-
cine is going to make you sick; wheth-
er it is doctors who tell their patients
you better not take the vaccine, your
cancer is in remission, the vaccine can
weaken you and bring it back.

Again and again, it appalls me that
doctor Biden decides to weigh in and
knows better for these people than
what their own doctors do, not to men-
tion there are plenty of things on the
internet—which may be true even
though they try to take them down and
keep us in the dark—indicating that
some very articulate people believe the
vaccines are not for you anyway, and
there are other ways to deal with the
problem.

It is such a gross grab of power to
think you can tell other people what
they have to do with their own bodies.
I sure hope America stands up and says
no to this kind of hatred and arro-
gance.

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, 1
yield to the gentleman from Oklahoma
(Mr. HERN).

Mr. HERN. Madam Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
KELLER) for hosting this Special Order
this evening and for leading the charge
on the Congressional Review Act.

President Biden is characterizing his
agenda with three simple words: Build
Back Better. More appropriately, it
should be build back broke.

Our economy is in shambles, our sup-
ply chain strained to the breaking
point, and inflation is out of control,
and our friends across the aisle refuse
to recognize that. At the heart of all
these lies, lies a devastating Ilabor
shortage.

A few commonsense measures would
address these problems to bring an end
to the many crises, but President
Biden instead chose to mandate vac-
cinations for workers, forcing small
businesses to either fire their workers
or face large fines.

Earlier today, OSHA announced that
it will suspend enforcement of Biden’s
immoral and unconstitutional vaccine
mandate after being blocked by the
Fifth Circuit Court. Biden and his pup-
peteers knew that this mandate would
likely not be held up in court but still
went through with it anyway, proving
their allegiance to the radical socialist
mob rather than to the Constitution of
these great United States.

To every American who raised your
voice up and stood up to the gross Fed-
eral overreach, this victory is for you.
I am proud to stand with my colleagues
in opposition to this government over-
reach.
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Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. CARTER).

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for
yielding.

I rise today in opposition of the
President’s unconstitutional vaccine
mandate.

Today, OSHA finally suspended en-
forcement of its vaccine mandate in re-
sponse to the Fifth Circuit Court’s rul-
ing earlier this month. The only reason
this happened is because Republicans
and the people demanded that our
rights be protected and used the power
given to us by our Constitution to de-
fend those rights.

And we can’t stop now.

If these mandates are about public
health, why do one-third of physicians
disagree with them?

If these mandates are responding to
an emergency, why do they not take ef-
fect until January 4?

If the mandates are based on science,
why are we only looking at vaccine
status and not natural immunity?

It is because Washington Democrats
are trying to control you, not protect
you.

Democratic leaders can’t seem to fol-
low their own rules and expectations.
They party and gather with no masks,
yet they expect their constituents to
wear a mask at gatherings or even not
gather at all.

President Biden, hypocrisy is not a
viable COVID-19 mitigation strategy.

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from Alabama
(Mr. CARL).

Mr. CARL. Madam Speaker, I thank
my colleague from Pennsylvania for
his leadership on this issue.

Madam Speaker, I rise to oppose
President Biden’s unconstitutional
vaccine mandates on our businesses.

I believe this vaccine is effective.
That is why I took it, and that is the
reason my family has taken it. But I
strongly believe getting the vaccine
should be a personal choice, not a man-
dated choice.

The Federal Government has no right
to mandate the vaccine on job creators
or workers who are already struggling
to recover from this pandemic and to
get our supply chain back working
properly again. The last thing they
need right now is more government
rules and regulations, and that is all
we are seeing out of this administra-
tion.

The American people are fed up with
it. They are fed up with Big Govern-
ment overreach in our lives.

That is why I am proud to stand with
so many of my colleagues to introduce
this Congressional Review Act resolu-
tion, which would officially strike
down President Biden’s illegal vaccine
mandate on our businesses.

We will continue doing all we can to
fight back against President Biden’s
war on American workers, and I urge
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle
to stand with us.
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Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from Michigan
(Mr. WALBERG).
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Mr. WALBERG. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Madam Speaker, today, we are here
to take a stand against President
Biden’s unconstitutional vaccine man-
date on private businesses and their
employees. And in the end, I think it is
clear that we need to make sure we un-
derstand this is unconstitutional, this
goes against the American way and the
American ideals.

By invoking the Congressional Re-
view Act, we are taking an important
step to protect the liberties of millions
of Americans in the workforce, and
more importantly, to protect American
ideals and the freedoms that we expect.

In his first year as President, Presi-
dent Biden has led a lackluster eco-
nomic recovery plagued by record in-
flation, supply chain backlogs, and
workforce shortages. The President’s
coercive mandate will only worsen
issues within the workforce as millions
could face termination—wrongly and
unnecessarily.

I have heard from many constituents
concerned about their livelihoods.
Small businesses concerned about
keeping their doors open. Rural
healthcare providers concerned about
meeting staffing demands and even
staying in business. While I am encour-
aged to see the early court rulings on
this issue, and OSHA’s step to back up
a little bit today, Congress must not
stand on the sidelines.

Madam Speaker, I thank my col-
league from Pennsylvania for his lead-
ership in introducing this legislation,
and I am proud to be a cosponsor.

We have had enough topdown man-
dates.

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from Michigan.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tlewoman from North Carolina (Ms.
FoxX), a great mentor, an outstanding
person, my good friend.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding, and I thank
him for leading this Special Order to-
night.

Madam Speaker, the Biden adminis-
tration’s unprecedented OSHA vaccine
mandate is a massive power grab. This
national diktat was recently found
likely to be unlawful by the Fifth Cir-
cuit and it stretches the power of the
Federal Government beyond recogni-
tion. Requiring employers to be the
vaccine and testing police and telling
them who they can and cannot employ
is a bridge too far.

Further, this mandate will crush
businesses with exorbitant costs while
exacerbating the worker shortage. Why
would the Biden administration make
this crisis worse? It is clear that the
Biden administration is using this pan-
demic as an excuse to inflate the power
of the Federal Government as far as
possible. That is what we must resist.
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To get our economy back on track,
we don’t need more crippling mandates
and regulations, we need to support
workers and job creators.

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, 1
thank the gentlewoman.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr.
BURCHETT), my friend and colleague.

Mr. BURCHETT. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. KELLER), and thank him for
his better-than-lackluster handling of
this event tonight. It is much appre-
ciated.

Madam Speaker, for the past several
weeks, I have been coming down here
to make the point over and over again
that Joe Biden’s vaccine mandate is ri-
diculous and unconstitutional. Many of
my colleagues have done the same. We
all agree that no American should lose
their job for deciding not to take the
coronavirus vaccine.

Today, our efforts paid off. Biden’s
Occupational Safety and Health Ad-
ministration announced just a few
hours ago that it is suspending plans to
implement a vaccine mandate on large
employers. The bureaucrats saw the
writing on the wall after a court
blocked the vaccine mandate last
weekend.

The victory doesn’t mean the fight is
over. Joe Biden’s administration will
try again to punish Americans who de-
cide not to take the shot. As a matter
of fact, they are even advising some to
just disregard the court order.

Madam Speaker, I appreciate Mr.
KELLER for leading this effort to over-
turn Biden’s vaccine mandate. It is
good to know we have this legislative
measure ready to go if Biden launches
another attack on unvaccinated Ameri-
cans.

Madam Speaker, many Americans
still have questions about the
coronavirus vaccine. They should have
the freedom to make the choice that is
right for them without government
threatening their jobs. Our country is a
symbol of personal liberty and free-
dom, a government vaccine mandate is
out of touch with these values.

We have a responsibility to preserve
our Nation’s values to protect our con-
stituents from extreme government
overreach.

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman.

Madam Speaker, I yield to gentleman
from Texas (Mr. PFLUGER).

Mr. PFLUGER. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. KELLER), my colleague.

Madam Speaker, I rise today to shed
light on the outrageous overreaching
vaccine mandate that is devastating
the lives of Americans, including those
that I represent.

Everywhere I go in my district, I
hear from workers across all sectors
who are facing the prospect of being
fired. And why? Simply because Joe
Biden and the White House think that
they know better, that they have made
a different medical decision than the
powers that be in the White House.
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A few examples of calls that I have
received just this week: A soon-to-be-
mother who doesn’t want to take the
vaccine until after she gives birth is
facing termination. The countless
healthcare workers who have sacrificed
so much for the last year-and-a-half-
plus to save the lives of all of us to be
there to serve us, and now they are fac-
ing termination. A married couple re-
cently moved to San Angelo during the
pandemic in search of freedom and per-
sonal liberty that Texas so desperately
promises the rest of the country. And
now the husband, an Air Force veteran
and a Border Patrol agent, faces termi-
nation due to President Biden’s egre-
gious Federal overreach.

It is about control. This is about con-
trol. This vaccine mandate is another
example of Democrats’ belief that the
government should control every as-
pect of our lives.

America, wake up. The message is
the same: That the President thinks he
knows better for you than you know
for yourself. We must strike down
Biden’s unconstitutional vaccine man-
date now.

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman very much for
those remarks.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. MOORE).

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Madam Speak-
er, I thank my colleague from Pennsyl-
vania.

Madam Speaker, today, I stand in op-
position to President Biden’s vaccine
mandate on businesses issued by the
Occupational Safety and Health Ad-
ministration, or OSHA.

The Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals
confirmed that the Biden administra-
tion is severely misusing his power.
While OSHA’s delegated authority was
intended to be used with precision and
tact, President Biden has wielded it
carelessly.

Just yesterday, in keeping with the
Fifth Circuit’s ruling, OSHA itself sus-
pended implementation of this man-
date. Even so, my colleagues and I in
Congress know we, too, must fight
against this mandate.

The COVID-19 vaccines are miracles
of modern medicine and has saved lives
and quickened the end of the pandemic.

My family has embraced it. I am
comfortable with my parents having
used this to live a more outward life,
but we cannot forget that America is
founded upon principles enshrined in
our Constitution that protect an indi-
vidual’s ability to make their own de-
cisions.

When I swore to uphold the Constitu-
tion, I promised to fight against efforts
to undermine these rights, and I stand
by that oath today.

Madam Speaker, I urge support for
this CRA.

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for those com-
ments.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. ESTES), my
good friend and colleague.
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Mr. ESTES. Madam Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for hosting this Special
Order.

Madam Speaker, following the Biden
administration’s overreaching man-
dates, hundreds of Kansans have shared
their concerns with me about how this
would affect their jobs, livelihoods, and
families.

One vaccinated individual wrote say-
ing, “‘I would love for people to be vac-
cinated, but mandating a vaccination,
and even worse, making the employers
the enforcers, is yet another example
of government pushing more onto the
plates of business managers.”’

Others tell me how they have been at
the same company for decades, some
near retirement and some who con-
tinue to work faithfully in person each
day through the pandemic, especially
our first responders and healthcare
workers, yet they are being demoted or
forced to retire or resign because they
made some personal healthcare
choices. One teacher wrote, ‘“My doctor
and I discussed the vaccine and deemed
it would not be good for me to get it.

Madam Speaker, these XKansans
aren’t anti-vaccine, they just don’t be-
lieve that the Federal Government
should be forcing them and their neigh-
bors to make a healthcare decision or
lose a job.

My colleagues and I are utilizing the
Congressional Review Act to attempt
to strike down one of these mandates,
hopefully putting an end to this over-
reach by the administration and the
Federal Government.

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, I
thank the good gentleman from Kan-
sas.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-

tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SMUCKER), my good friend and fellow
Pennsylvanian.

Mr. SMUCKER. Madam Speaker, I
thank Mr. KELLER for his leadership on
this issue. My wonderful colleague
from Pennsylvania introduced the Con-
gressional Review Act, and I rise today
in strong support of this act, which
would block President Biden’s mis-
guided and, frankly, I think unconsti-
tutional mandate. I thank him for his
efforts and I am very, very happy to be
able to support that.

Madam Speaker, I will say first, that
I think the U.S. and what we have ac-
complished in developing a vaccine
through Operation Warp Speed was a
remarkable achievement of science and
of a system in our country that devel-
ops the best medical system and the
best drugs from across the world. And
to be able to do that in the amount of
time that it was done and to manufac-
ture those drugs in a large scale is
nothing short of amazing.

Personally, for myself, my family, we
have discussed this with our doctor. We
got the vaccine early on when it be-
came available. And I have encouraged
Pennsylvanians to speak with their
own doctors and make their own deci-
sions about the direction they want to
take. And many Pennsylvanians have,
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and I think Mr. KELLER knows this as
well.

We now are at over 70 percent of our
Commonwealth vaccinated, which begs
the question for me: What ever hap-
pened to herd immunity? What ever
happened?

Every one of us were in the room
early on during this vaccine when we
heard from Dr. Fauci and heard from
other experts who talked about herd
immunity. And they were talking
about herd immunity being achieved
when about 70 percent—or even less
after we learned that COVID was not as
fatal as was originally feared. At that
point, we could do away with govern-
ment mandates—many that were un-
necessary in the first place, by the
way—but we could reopen the economy
and could control COVID; 70 percent.
We are there, but nobody is talking
about it anymore. CDC doesn’t talk
about it. This administration doesn’t
talk about it. What happened?

Madam Speaker, so I agree, there has
got to be something else going on. And
other speakers tonight have talked
about it. There has got to be something
more, and I fear it is control. It is con-
trol that people want.

I think we should trust the science. I
think you should listen to your med-
ical professionals. Certainly, it
shouldn’t be government topdown man-
dates.

I hear from employers every day who
are worried that this mandate will fur-
ther harm their ability to hire and re-
train staff. They are already having a
lot of problems due to some of the poli-
cies of this administration, but this
will make it a lot worse. And I also
hear from employees every day that
are worried that this mandate may
threaten their jobs and may threaten
their livelihoods.

I have been heartened that over half
of States have sued the administration
to reverse this mandate, and I have
also joined with my Republican col-
leagues from Pennsylvania to call on
our attorney general in our State to
join that litigation.

Madam Speaker, I stand ready to op-
pose this mandate; do everything that
I can to block this and any vaccine
mandates that this White House puts
forth.

Madam Speaker, I thank Mr. KELLER
for his leadership.

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LAMALFA),
my good friend.

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman and appreciate
him hosting this Special Order for us
here tonight.

Madam Speaker, so what do we have?
The Biden administration has been try-
ing to keep their fingerprints off of it
for a long time. They have been trying
to let others do their dirty work; the
airlines, the hospitals, forcing these
vaccines on people. Why is that? They
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don’t want to have their fingerprints
on it.

So now they are getting impatient.
You can go back and look at clips
where they say, Oh, it is not the role of
the Federal Government, by Jen Psaki,
by others in the administration. It is
not our job. We are not supposed to do
this. Now they don’t care. They are
pushing forward.

So the Fifth Circuit came in and
said, You are going overboard by get-
ting OSHA to do the dirty work for
you. They said it was ‘‘staggeringly
overbroad,” and they told them take
no steps to implement or enforce the
mandate until further court order. It
raises serious constitutional questions.
It likely exceeds the Federal Govern-
ment’s authority.

So they have stepped out of line and
they have been slapped back. It is
amazing, because the people on the
front lines this year-and-a-half our
nurses, doctors, and others that are
called the essential employees, have
been playing good ball. Now, they are
being told, Oh, that is not good enough
anymore. You can’t have your job any-
more unless you take this vaccine.

Personal decisions. You can’t undo a
vaccine once you have had it taken.
And so the aggressiveness of this ad-
ministration towards people’s personal
decisions is just amazingly overbroad. I
am really pleased we are doing this
Congressional Review Act to nullify
OSHA’s mandate that has been, at
least for a while, set aside by the Fifth
Circuit Court and hopefully joined
across the street by the Supreme
Court.

Madam Speaker, I thank the gen-
tleman for the time.
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Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, I ap-
preciate the remarks from the gen-
tleman of California and all the Mem-
bers who stood here today. I thank my
colleagues in both the House and the
Senate for standing with the American
people in opposition to this blatant
overreach by President Biden.

Our Congressional Review Act resolu-
tion puts every Member of Congress on
record. You are either for this blatant
government overreach and control, or
you are against it. You are either with
this kind of control, or you are with
the American people.

Well, I will tell you right now, my
colleagues who spoke here today, the
people who are helping with this Con-
gressional Review Act, my colleagues
in the Senate, we are with the people
for whom we work. We are with the
American people, saying they know
best.

It is not government that runs things
here in America. It is we the people.
We stand with the people in opposing
this overreach by the Biden adminis-
tration.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
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gaging in personalities toward the
President and to direct their remarks
to the Chair.

—————

TRANSGENDER DAY OF
REMEMBRANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the
gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms. NEW-
MAN) for 30 minutes.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. NEWMAN. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the subject of my
Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Ms. NEWMAN. Madam Speaker, I
rise today on behalf of the transgender
Americans who must fight every day
for their right to live as their authen-
tic selves.

This Saturday, November 20, marks
Transgender Day of Remembrance, a
day to honor the memory of the
transgender and nonbinary people
whose lives were lost this year in acts
of violence.

Tomorrow, I am proudly joining my
colleagues and fellow Transgender
Equality Task Force co-chairs, Rep-
resentatives PRAMILA JAYAPAL and
JENNIFER WEXTON, to formally intro-
duce a resolution to nationally com-
memorate this very somber annual ob-
servance.

At least 375 transgender or nonbinary
individuals across the globe have been
killed this year—375. In our Nation
alone, it breaks my heart to say that,
so far this year, the Human Rights
Campaign has reported at least 46
transgender or gender nonconforming
people were killed by violent means.
We say ‘“‘at least’ because we believe
this number is actually much higher
due to the unfortunate prevalence of
underreporting or misreporting vio-
lence against this community.

They were friends, family, loved
ones, parents. They were taken far too
soon. We must honor their memory
with a commitment to fight anti-trans
hate and violence anywhere it exists.

It is with this commitment that I
now read the names of each of these
Americans into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD. May their memory serve as a
call to action for all of us:

Tyianna Alexander

Samuel Edmund Damian Valentin

Bianca ‘“Muffin’’ Bankz

Dominique Jackson

Fifty Bandz

Alexus Braxton

Chyna Carrillo

Jeffrey ‘“‘JJ”’ Bright

Jasmine Cannady

Jenna Franks

Diamond Kyree Sanders

Rayanna Pardo

Jaida Peterson
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Dominique Lucious

Remy Fennel

Tiara Banks

Natalia Smut

Iris Santos

Tiffany Thomas

Keri Washington

Jahaira DeAlto

Whispering Wind Bear Spirit

Sophie Vasquez

Danika ‘“‘Danny’’ Henson

Serenity Hollis

Oliver ‘‘Ollie”” Taylor

Thomas Hardin

Poe Black

EJ Boykin

Aidelen Evans

Taya Ashton

Shai Vanderpump

Tierramarie Lewis

Miss CoCo

Pooh Johnson

Disaya Monaee

Briana Hamilton

Kier Lapri Kartier

Mel Groves

Royal Poetical Starz

Zoella ‘‘Zoey’’ Rose Martinez

Jo Acker

Jessi Hart

Rikkey Outumuro

Marquiisha Lawrence

Jenny De Leon

Madam Speaker, may we honor their
memory today and every day.

Madam Speaker, I yield to my col-
league from the great State of Rhode
Island (Mr. CICILLINE), the chair of the
congressional LGBTQ-Plus Equality
Caucus.

Mr. CICILLINE. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentlewoman for yielding,
for leading us in this Special Order
hour, and for saying out loud the
names of the individuals who we have
lost.

I am proud today to rise in recogni-
tion of Transgender Day of Remem-
brance, which we will mark this Satur-
day, November 20, and in remembrance
of the transgender and gender noncon-
forming people whose lives were taken
this year.

Madam Speaker, 52 years ago, in the
early morning hours of June 28, 1969,
New York City Police raided the Stone-
wall Inn, a popular gay bar in Green-
wich Village. It had become a refuge
and a well-known gathering place for
LGBTQI-plus individuals.

This was the third such raid on
Greenwich Village bars in a short pe-
riod of time. Tired of harassment and
blatant discrimination, patrons began
clashing with law enforcement outside
the Stonewall Inn on Christopher
Street.

This was not the first time LGBTQI-
plus people fought back, but these
clashes sparked an uprising that would
unfold over the next 6 days and fun-
damentally change LGBTQI-plus activ-
ism in the United States and around
the world.

At the forefront of this uprising were
transgender and gender nonconforming
people like Marsha P. Johnson, the P
standing for ‘‘pay it no mind,” a com-
mon response Marsha would say to
questions about her gender.
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