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a high enough suspicion based on the
evidence available of a harm that
causes a severe enough illness, then we
need to act on that suspicion.

We can’t afford to wait decades, like
we did with Agent Orange, for that per-
fect study to establish a perfect cau-
sality between burn pit exposure and
cancers and pulmonary conditions our
veterans are developing and dying from
right now. There is enough evidence to
act.

We must act for veterans like
Alejandro and help him get the
healthcare and benefits he earned when
we sent him to war for our country.
Alejandro is now cancer free, but the
fight continues to get him the benefits
he deserves.

We are making real bipartisan
progress on this front, with legislation
like the Honoring our PACT Act, which
takes an aggressive and comprehensive
approach to the urgent healthcare cri-
sis that veterans like Alejandro are
facing.

This legislation will keep our Na-
tion’s promise to our veterans that we
will take care of them after they serve
our Nation. It contains my bill, the
Presumptive Benefits for War Fighters
Exposed to Burn Pits and Other Toxins
Act. It creates a presumption of serv-
ice-related illnesses due to burn pits in
order to take care of our veterans.

Mr. Speaker, I urge this body to take
up this bill to support Alejandro and
the rest of our heroes in uniform.

INFLATION CRUSHING HOLIDAY
BUDGETS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. MEUSER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MEUSER. Mr. Speaker, Ameri-
cans are feeling the pinch of rising
prices as they are gearing up to both
host and visit their families and friends
this holiday season.

Thanksgiving is just around the cor-
ner, and it is shaping up to be the most
expensive meal in the history of the
holiday due to rising costs, largely
from President Biden and Democrats’
failed economic policies.

Inflation is at a 30-year high, crush-
ing American holiday budgets from the
cost of travel, food, and gifts. The price
of gasoline, Mr. Speaker, is up 61 per-
cent—nearly $4 nationally—from a
year ago, causing the price of driving
and flying to see relatives skyrocket.
Many Americans are now facing the de-
cision to cancel holiday travel due to
these rising costs.

Most holiday staple foods are signifi-
cantly more expensive as well, if Amer-
icans are lucky enough to find them on
the grocery shelves due to the supply
chain crisis we are facing.

The cost of turkey is up about 20 per-
cent. Potatoes are up about 15 percent.
Carrots are up almost 50 percent. Cran-
berries and biscuits are up nearly 10
percent. And even pumpkin pie is way
up.
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On average, a Thanksgiving meal
this year will cost families between 15
to 20 percent more than it did just 1
year ago today. With the rising cost of
energy and essential goods, nearly one-
third of working families’ earnings are
going to food and energy costs.

Instead of finding ways to offset this,
mitigate it, improve and fix the supply
chain crisis, and bring domestic energy
back to minimize these skyrocketing
energy costs, President Biden and my
colleagues in the Democratic Caucus in
this House continue to push for a his-
torically large multitrillion-dollar
spending bill called Build Back Better
that will raise taxes and seriously dam-
age domestic energy production, which
I completely don’t understand, nor
does anyone in my district.

As well, it has special interest tax
cuts, and it will not cost zero. Can we
please stop insulting the people? It will
cost trillions, all the while suppressing
our economy and opportunity.

When you are in a hole, Mr. Speaker,
you don’t keep digging, but our Demo-
crat friends continue to push for far-
left policies that will further drive in-
flation by creating excess demand with
no building of supply, which hurts low-
income and middle-class families the
hardest.

Now is the time for Congress to pass
pro-growth, free market legislation
that will actually empower our econ-
omy and put more money into the
pockets of the American taxpayer, not
in the coffers of Washington.

Mr. Speaker, the solutions are actu-
ally kind of simple. We must follow our
rule book, which is known as the Con-
stitution. We must respect and abide
by our oath to the Constitution, not
with some crazy mandates coming out
of Washington. We must strengthen
our national security, including secur-
ing our borders.

We must strengthen our economy,
not grow our government. No one in
my district is saying, hey, the Federal
Government is not big enough. Let’s
expand it by 30 percent.

We must continue to focus on mak-
ing America the land of opportunity,
the land of independence, not the land
of dependence. That is not what we
wrote way back when. This is done
through education and through driving
career opportunities.

Mr. Speaker, we, as well, need to
have an understanding that it is our
job to be the adults in the room and be
fiscally responsible with the taxpayers’
money. It is not our money; it is the
taxpayers’ money.

So the American people deserve bet-
ter. They deserve better from this
House. We need to deliver. Truly, the
idea of America depends upon it.

————
0 1030
INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENTS
IN THE STATE OF TEXAS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. GARCIA) for 5 minutes.
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Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to celebrate the critical in-
vestments coming to my home State of
Texas.

This week, the President signed the
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs
Act. This bipartisan bill is bringing
over $35 billion to Texas for important
projects that will rebuild our commu-
nities. The fact is, Mr. Speaker, that
this is long overdue.

When I was a Harris County commis-
sioner, I built a few roads. I saw first-
hand how badly our roads and bridges
had deteriorated. We regularly scored
Cs and Ds on infrastructure that my
precinct relied on every day, creating
extra costs and putting lives in danger.
In fact, roads in terrible condition have
forced Texas drivers to pay over $700 in
extra costs each year. Since 2011, Tex-
ans have seen their commute increase
to about half an hour because our roads
haven’t kept up with our growth.

In that same time, Texans were hit
with 60 extreme weather events that
cost taxpayers over $200 billion. More
than that, crumbling infrastructure
has taken the lives of thousands in our
great State. Just this February our
electric grid nearly collapsed, and over
200 people—many of them seniors—
froze to death in their homes.

We are past due in the work to im-
prove our State’s infrastructure. That
is why I am proud to have voted for
this jobs bill and for all of the invest-
ments coming to Texas.

The bill that we passed is over $3.5
billion to weatherize our grid and pre-
pare it for future crises. We also invest
$27 billion in our State’s highways and
bridges. We will also get $3 billion to
bring safe, clean water to every Texan,
especially in our rural communities.
This is not small potatoes.

We know how dangerous lead pipes
are for growing children. Lead con-
tamination can cause developmental
problems, mental health issues, and se-
rious medical emergencies. Because of
this funding, we can remove lead pipes
from Texas schools and ensure that
every child can drink clean, safe water.

Thanks to all of these investments,
Texans will have safer commutes,
cleaner water, and lower bills for reli-
able electricity.

But this law does not solve just to-
day’s problems. It prepares us for to-
morrow’s opportunities. Thanks to this
law, Texas will receive nearly half a
billion dollars to expand the electric
vehicle charging network. We will also
receive over $1 billion to improve our
State’s airports which are some of the
Nation’s busiest. We can also expect
over $100 million to bring internet ac-
cess to 1 million Texans who currently
lack it. This is especially important to
rural Texans like my sister who has to
drive all the way into town to get to
the library to access the internet.

Mr. Speaker, it is time to solve these
problems and create jobs for our com-
munity. That is what this law is going
to do. The bill will create thousands of
jobs in my State from construction
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workers and laborers to engineers and
scientists, and all of these are good-
paying jobs. For every mile of road
that is repaved from Houston to El
Paso, we will be supporting roadway
workers and construction workers. For
every electrical line that is repaired to
be more reliable in the cold, we will be
supporting electricians and engineers.
And for every lead pipe that is replaced
to keep our children safe, we will be
supporting plumbers, laborers, and
other workers.

Altogether, the Infrastructure In-
vestment and Jobs Act is just about
that: rebuilding our infrastructure, in-
vesting in the future, and bringing
jobs, jobs, jobs to our communities.

I am looking forward to seeing these
projects come together in my home
State, and I am grateful for the leader-
ship of our President and this Congress
in making sure that this can get to all
communities in our country.

Together we will truly build back
better for Texas.

———————

HISTORIC INFRASTRUCTURE
INVESTMENTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Massachusetts (Mrs. TRAHAN) for b5
minutes.

Mrs. TRAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of the Build Back Bet-
ter Act.

Together with the historic infra-
structure investments signed into law
by President Biden earlier this week,
working families like the one I grew up
in will be able to get back on their feet
and succeed in an economy that finally
works for them.

Now, I have talked about my child-
hood on the floor of the people’s House
before. My dad was a union ironworker,
and like his union brothers and sisters
have done for decades, he worked long,
hard hours to provide for my three sis-
ters and me. When there wasn’t work
for him at home in Massachusetts, he
would travel out of State erecting
bridges and buildings in New York,
Maine, and other places, sometimes for
months at a time.

As a first generation American, a
union job with benefits was better than
most had, and it is certainly the reason
I am standing here today. But the de-
mands of my dad’s job placed limita-
tions on what my mom could do for
work. Despite the wages and benefits
secured by his union, my parents
couldn’t afford childcare for four girls.
So my mom picked up jobs where she
could to help make ends meet. Whether
it was clerical work, cleaning homes,
hostessing, or caring for kids, she did
anything and everything possible to
pay the bills while also making sure
she was home to care for us when my
dad was away.

Here is the thing: My family’s story
is not unique, not in the slightest. In
fact, it is a story shared by millions of
working families across our country
who show up to work each day but
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don’t have the support they need to get
ahead.

My mom’s story is one that is shared
by millions of working moms who want
nothing more than to return to work
and support their families but can’t be-
cause the math doesn’t work, giving
them no choice but to stay at home
and care for their families instead.

Mr. Speaker, under President Biden’s
leadership we are going to flip that
script.

The infrastructure package he signed
into law earlier this week will create
millions of jobs with family sustaining
wages and benefits by repairing our
roads, our bridges, our water systems,
and more.

But creating millions of jobs only
works if workers are ready to fill them.
That is why we are also working to
pass the Build Back Better Act which
will make unprecedented investments
in working families. Families that con-
tinue to be the backbone of our coun-
try that we all have the honor of rep-
resenting.

By expanding access to quality
childcare, providing paid family and
medical leave, establishing universal
pre-K, and making home care afford-
able for our seniors, this legislation
will propel parents—especially our
working moms—back into the work-
force and full participation in our
economy.

By lowering healthcare costs and
driving down prescription drug prices,
the Build Back Better Act will ensure
that families no longer have to choose
between their health and their ability
to put food on the table. By cutting
taxes for low-income and middle-class
Americans and extending the child tax
credit payment that has served as a
lifeline for so many, this package will
keep money in families’ pockets.

Passage of the Build Back Better Act
will ensure that no one is left behind as
we defeat COVID and rebuild our econ-
omy. That is why these provisions are
supported by an overwhelming major-
ity of Americans—Democrats, Repub-
licans and Independents alike. Like
President Biden, they recognize that
when we invest in working families,
America wins.

Now, if my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle need to hear more
about why they should support this
bill, please let me know. My mom,
Linda Loureiro, is happy to call you
and tell you what the Build Back Bet-
ter Act would have done for her and
moms like yours 40 years ago and why
we need to get it done for her children
and her grandchildren today.

———
NATIONAL APPRENTICE WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, our col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
who believe that the Build Back Better
Act is going to make this country bet-
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ter are trying to sell snake oil to the
American people. There is an old say-
ing, Mr. Speaker: You can fool some of
the people all of the time, all of the
people some of the time, but you can’t
fool all of the people all of the time.

Frankly, the American people—some
of them—have seen the light, and they
understand that Build Back Better is
going to bankrupt this country and
that is not the way most Americans
want to go. So we will see if the people
who vote for Build Back Better have
the real support of the American peo-
ple next year if that bill passes.

Mr. Speaker, this is National Appren-
ticeship Week, and it is fitting that as
the lead Republican on the Education
and Labor Committee that we talk
about the importance of apprentice-
ships.

As
been

we know, apprenticeships have
around since the beginning of
time and they have been much more
used in other countries. They were
much used in our country for a long,
long time. Then the numbers of them
decreased. However, in recent years
more and more Americans have found
that apprenticeship programs are an ef-
fective option to help achieve their ca-
reer goals.

I have had people in my family go
through apprenticeship programs, and I
know for a fact how valuable they are.
These earn-and-learn programs offer
students and workers a viable path to-
ward the American Dream, and it is
very fitting that we should celebrate
National Apprenticeship Week and
highlight the apprenticeship programs
across the country.

However, unfortunately, the Biden
administration is proposing to end the
program dedicated to expanding ap-
prenticeships, cutting off this impor-
tant pathway to sustainable and re-
warding careers. By ending Industry-
Recognized Apprenticeship Programs,
or IRAP, President Biden is hurting
workers and businesses nationwide.
This decision moves our country back-
ward and will keep many Americans
from being able to prepare for their fu-
ture.

Instead of ending IRAPs, we should
be working to inject innovation and
flexibility into the apprenticeship
model so that more Americans can get
back to work and achieve the Amer-
ican Dream, no putting roadblocks in
their way. Unfortunately, it is becom-
ing more and more clear with every ac-
tion of the Biden administration that
the American worker is always going
to take a backseat in President Biden’s
America.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 43
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.
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