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Skaneateles and participated in service 
missions around the world. Remark-
ably, she was the first female ever 
elected president of the 900-plus-year- 
old order of the Knights of Malta, an 
incredible feat. 

Noreen will leave behind an enduring 
legacy that will live on through the 
many community works she cham-
pioned and the countless lives, includ-
ing mine, that she uplifted through her 
educational endeavors. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my col-
leagues in the House join me in hon-
oring the life and legacy of Noreen 
Falcone. May she rest in peace. 

f 

HONORING EARLINE AND CHUCK 
ROGERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Indiana (Mr. MRVAN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MRVAN. Mr. Speaker, before I 
begin, I would like to wish my daugh-
ter Genevieve a happy 18th birthday. 

It is with great respect and sincere 
admiration that I rise today to cele-
brate Black History Month and its 2021 
theme, ‘‘The Black Family: Represen-
tation, Identity, and Diversity.’’ 

This year’s theme reflects on the un-
wavering resilience of the Black family 
as a nurturing and loving foundation 
for Black excellence, even as it con-
tinues to face systemic racism and sig-
nificant disparities in our society. The 
Black family has positively impacted 
our Nation throughout its history, and 
it is important to acknowledge and af-
firm that Black history is American 
history. 

Today, I would like to take a mo-
ment to honor a Black family that has 
played an instrumental role in public 
service in Indiana, and that is the fam-
ily of former State Senator Earline 
Rogers and Earline’s late husband, 
Louis Charles ‘‘Chuck’’ Rogers. 

Chuck and Earline married in 1955 
and had two children, Keith and Dara, 
as well as many grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. From working 
selflessly as a public schoolteacher to 
Earline’s decades of service in the Indi-
ana General Assembly, and Chuck hav-
ing been a dedicated firefighter and 
first responder, the Rogers family is an 
exemplary pillar of the northwest Indi-
ana community. 

In her pursuit for education, Earline 
graduated with honors and as senior 
class president from Roosevelt High 
School and later went on to earn both 
a bachelor and master of science in 
education from Indiana University. 

After earning her degrees, Earline’s 
early career included teaching in the 
Gary Community School Corporation 
and being an active member of the 
American Federation of Teachers, 
which subsequently encouraged her to 
run for office. 

Earline went on to serve in numerous 
roles during her time in public service 
and was one of Indiana’s most accom-
plished and effective legislators, work-
ing with all her colleagues, including 

my father, State Senator Frank 
Mrvan, in a bipartisan fashion to im-
prove the lives of all Hoosiers. 

One of her many accomplishments is 
her legislation to address child exploi-
tation. A decade ago, Indiana had the 
second highest rate of girls being sexu-
ally assaulted in grades 9 through 12, 
with Black and Latino students among 
the most vulnerable. These devastating 
statistics prompted Senator Rogers, 
along with my father and countless 
other advocates, to champion Heath-
er’s Law, which requires the Indiana 
Department of Education to develop a 
program for Indiana schools to better 
educate students about predators and 
sexual abuse. 

I am especially proud to note that 
when I was first beginning my career in 
public service, I had the opportunity to 
intern for Earline in the Indiana Gen-
eral Assembly. I am proud to call 
Earline one of my mentors. As a legis-
lator in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I will continue to strive to be as 
dedicated as Earline in improving eco-
nomic opportunity and prosperity for 
all residents of northwest Indiana. 

I would also like to honor Chuck, 
who recently passed away, on Decem-
ber 7, 2020. He will be remembered as a 
loving father, a supportive husband, 
and a great public servant. 

Chuck attended East St. Louis High 
School in Illinois and went on to grad-
uate from Indiana University. After 
school, Chuck held several esteemed 
positions, including as a member of the 
U.S. Army, a high school sports coach, 
and a high school educator of Black 
studies. 

Chuck was also a dedicated fire-
fighter, as he eventually earned the 
title of fire battalion chief of the Gary 
Fire Department, where he served for 
40 years. 

Chuck also served as a precinct com-
mitteeman in Indiana’s Third State 
District, where he played an essential 
role in Earline’s career as a State sen-
ator. 

As we recognize and celebrate the 
contributions of the Rogers and others, 
we must also acknowledge and address 
the structural factors that continue to 
create challenges for the Black family. 

In the last year, the COVID–19 public 
health emergency and the tragic 
killings of George Floyd, Breonna Tay-
lor, and so many others have exposed 
these inequities. 

Regarding the pandemic, I would 
note that, regrettably, minorities ac-
count for more than 50 percent of all 
hospitalizations and deaths from 
COVID–19 in the United States. We 
must remedy the early governmental 
failures to distribute COVID–19 vac-
cines in an equitable manner to the 
communities that have suffered the 
most. 

Mr. Speaker, as we celebrate Black 
History Month, let us recognize the in-
delible contributions of Black families 
to the strength of our communities as 
well as recommit ourselves to fighting 
the pernicious influence of systemic 

racism and ameliorating the ongoing 
harms experienced by too many Black 
families in our society. 

f 

SAYING NO TO H.R. 5 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. CLYDE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in opposition to H.R. 5, the non-
equality Equality Act. 

This legislation is not about pro-
moting equality but provides pref-
erential rights to some people at the 
expense of the rights of others. This 
bill is a blatant attempt to normalize 
and promote laws that are both unfair 
and dangerous to our society. 

H.R. 5 circumvents the bipartisan Re-
ligious Freedom Restoration Act, mak-
ing it illegal to oppose abortion and 
forcing taxpayers to fund abortion and 
healthcare professionals to perform 
abortions in violation of their sincerely 
held beliefs. 

H.R. 5 will also violate women’s right 
to privacy and safety by opening the 
door for predatory men to prey on 
them in the most vulnerable of places: 
in shelters, changing rooms, and show-
ers. 

It will strip parental rights by per-
mitting children to undergo life-alter-
ing sex changes without parental con-
sent, which is nothing short of child 
abuse. 

It will undermine both individuals’ 
and businesses’ faith-based convictions. 

Today, I proudly stand in defense of 
our women, our children, and people of 
faith by saying no to H.R. 5; no to bio-
logical males in women’s sports; no to 
biological males in women’s shelters, 
locker rooms, and showers; no to reli-
gious oppression of any kind; no to tax-
payer-funded abortion; and no to 
transgender medical treatments for 
children, which is child abuse. Yes, 
child abuse. Transgender medical 
treatments for children is child abuse. 

God help us, have we lost our ever- 
loving minds? Just think, think for a 
minute. 

I ask my colleagues to consider the 
threats this bill poses to their families, 
their communities, and join me in pro-
tecting and upholding our Constitution 
by opposing this shameful legislation, 
H.R. 5, that shows favoritism to some 
while trampling on the rights of oth-
ers. 

f 

HONORING HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE 
MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Hawaii (Mr. KAHELE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KAHELE. Mr. Speaker, I rise this 
morning to honor Mahina ‘Olelo Ha-
waii, or Hawaiian Language Month. 

Colleagues, I have the wonderful 
privilege of being native Hawaiian. My 
culture has served as a guiding light 
throughout my entire life, a light that 
has survived because of the many 
kupuna, our elders, who protected this 
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light and who protected our Native in-
digenous language. 

For Native Hawaiians and so many 
other indigenous peoples, our language 
is essential for our people to live and 
thrive. In fact, we have an ‘Olelo 
No’eau, a proverb, that says: ‘‘I ka 
‘olelo no ke ola; I ka ‘olelo no ka 
make.’’ ‘‘In the language rests life; in 
the language rests death.’’ 

Established in 1840, Hawaii’s public 
education system is the oldest west of 
the Mississippi. In fact, in the 19th cen-
tury, Hawaii was one of the most lit-
erate nations in the world, with over 90 
percent of the population able to read 
and write. 

January 17, 1893, is a date that is 
etched in the consciousness of almost 
every Hawaiian, the day the Hawaiian 
Kingdom was overthrown. At the time 
of the overthrow, our language was 
used in all sectors of society by all of 
the kingdom’s citizens, from our homes 
and schools to businesses and govern-
ment, and even the halls of justice. 

In 1896, just 3 years after the over-
throw, a law was enacted that stated: 
‘‘The English language shall be the me-
dium and basis of instruction in all 
public and private schools.’’ 

That one sentence dealt a smothering 
blow to our language. If you want to 
extinguish a people, you extinguish 
their language by taking it from the 
ears and mouths of future generations. 
You take it away from their children. 

Piece by piece, action by action, the 
racist provisional and republic govern-
ment and others with influence at-
tempted to stem the flow of oxygen to 
our ‘olelo Hawaii. But they could not 
extinguish our fire. 

While Hawaiian was relegated to use 
in isolated spaces, even perhaps to 
whispers in private, we spoke, and we 
spoke in Hawaiian. We kept the embers 
burning for nearly a century. 

How do you revive a language? The 
same way they tried to extinguish it. 
We share it with our children. Fire- 
keepers started private preschool lan-
guage nests, or Punana Leo, and in 
1978, Hawaiian became an official lan-
guage of the State. But it would take 
100 years to change that 1896 law ban-
ning Hawaiian in schools when, in 1986, 
K–12 Hawaiian language immersion was 
reestablished in Hawaii’s Department 
of Education. 

These early language pioneers con-
tinued to rebuild the fire, step by step, 
action by action. By the 1980s, we grad-
uated our first bachelor’s degrees in 
Hawaiian language. From less than 50 
Native speakers under the age of 18 to 
more than 25,000 now self-identifying as 
Hawaiian language speakers today, our 
fire still burns, and it is growing. 

It is no longer novel to hear Hawai-
ian spoken in our local coffee shops and 
our grocery stores, and my family 
proudly joins along fellow fire-keepers 
to stoke the ‘olelo Hawaii flame, as my 
daughters attend Hawaiian language 
schools Punana Leo ‘O Hilo and Ke 
Kula ‘o Nawahiokalani’opu’u. 

While I am filled with pride, Mr. 
Speaker, it comes with a mix of other 

emotions: disappointment at under-
funding; frustration at the lack of eq-
uity in government use of Hawaiian as 
an official language; and trepidation, 
knowing how close we came to having 
our language snuffed out. 

While I am encouraged by our 
progress, I know there is more work 
ahead. We must continue to raise up 
the languages of all of America’s first 
peoples. 

UNESCO states that a third of the 
world languages have fewer than 1,000 
speakers left. Language is essential to 
cultural diversity, and diversity is es-
sential to our shared humanity. 

While Mahina ‘Olelo Hawaii, or our 
month of celebrating Hawaiian lan-
guage, is coming to a close, we will 
continue to stoke the flames of ‘olelo 
Hawaii month by month, year by year, 
generation to generation because, Mr. 
Speaker, ‘‘I ka ‘olelo no ke ola; I ka 
‘olelo no ka make.’’ ‘‘In the language 
rests life; in the language rests death,’’ 
and our resolve is greater than ever to 
ensure that our languages will live on. 

‘‘E Ola Mau Ka ‘Olelo Hawaii a me na 
‘Olelo ‘Oiwi A Pau Loa.’’ ‘‘The Hawai-
ian language, and all indigenous lan-
guages, shall live.’’ Mahalo. 

f 
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REMEMBERING WILLIAM ‘‘WILL’’ 
HOWARD INGRAM II 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to remember and honor 
a great Georgian and a great American, 
William ‘‘Will’’ Howard Ingram II of 
Richmond Hill, who tragically passed 
away at the age of 43. 

Will lived a successful life and began 
his career in the military after re-
markably receiving appointments to 
all three of the United States service 
academies. He was a 1999 graduate of 
West Point. 

After he honorably served his coun-
try as an Army officer, Will went on to 
earn a graduate degree from the Uni-
versity of Washington. Following his 
Active Duty service, he went on to 
serve his country as an Army civilian 
for over 15 years. 

During that time, he served as the 
chief of master planning for the Army’s 
3rd Infantry Division for several years 
before he took on responsibility as the 
chief of operation and maintenance at 
Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Air-
field. 

Among all of his many accomplish-
ments, Will was most proud of his son, 
Gabe. 

My thoughts and prayers are with his 
family, friends, and all who knew him, 
during this most difficult time. 

RECOGNIZING SHERIFF CLYDE SMITH 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the long-
est-serving public servant in Bryan 
County and a great American. Long-
time Bryan County Sheriff Clyde 

Smith recently retired after more than 
54 years in law enforcement. 

Sheriff Smith’s exceptional career 
was highlighted when he was presented 
with the key to the city of Richmond 
Hill by Mayor Russ Carpenter. The key 
to the city is the highest honor Rich-
mond Hill can give, and it was pre-
sented in recognition of Sheriff 
Smith’s honest and faithful service to 
the citizens of Richmond Hill and 
Bryan County. 

Sheriff Smith began his career in law 
enforcement in Savannah, Georgia, and 
he positively impacted every resident 
and business owner there from the 
start. He is a man marked by his brav-
ery and compassion, and he is the epit-
ome of a dedicated public servant. 

I would like to express my apprecia-
tion for the work Sheriff Smith did 
throughout his career, and I wish him 
the best as he begins his retirement. 

HONORING BETTY MINER 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to remember and honor 
Betty Miner of Richmond Hill, who, 
sadly, passed away at the age of 87. 

Betty lived a remarkable life and 
touched countless lives. She was a life-
long resident of Richmond Hill and be-
came the first woman council member 
for the city in 1971. Betty also served 
as mayor pro tem. 

In addition to her work to lead and 
improve Richmond Hill, she served on 
the DNR board for the State of Geor-
gia, for which she was instrumental in 
bringing the fisherman’s co-op to 
Bryan County. 

Through every position she had, she 
worked to better her community and 
every life she touched. 

My thoughts and prayers go out to 
her family, friends, and all who knew 
her, during this most difficult time. 
RECOGNIZING FORD AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to recognize the Ford 
Avenue Historic District in an offi-
cially designated area in the city of 
Richmond Hill. 

After 2 years of planning, the Rich-
mond Hill City Council approved an 
amendment to an ordinance creating 
the city’s first historic district on Jan-
uary 5. 

The Ford Avenue Historic District is 
at the heart of Richmond Hill’s history 
and contains primary locations and 
buildings Ford Motor Company built 
between 1925 and 1947. 

When Henry Ford came to Richmond 
Hill, the town was known as Ways Sta-
tion. Upon his arrival, the town grew 
and become known as Richmond Hill. 
You can feel the history simply walk-
ing down the street. 

Mr. Speaker, designating this re-
markable historic district is just an-
other positive effort by the city to pro-
mote, protect, and remember its roots. 
I am thankful for the Richmond Hill 
City Council’s diligent work on this 
and everything they do. 

f 

DENOUNCING HATE CRIMES 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
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