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image of importance to children of how 
great education is. We have been 
taught by generations before us that 
there should be a commitment to peo-
ple across this country, especially chil-
dren, to invest in our tomorrows. 

How dare we just pass by and cut ev-
erything and not help build? 

We are hurting ourselves by not in-
vesting in those resources that will get 
us to a stronger economy, research 
money that will be part of the $555 bil-
lion that is part of the investment in 
climate change, the response to cli-
mate change. It is much stronger than 
that, but there in the Build Back Bet-
ter Act is the opportunity to advance 
that effort. 

Now, that will include a number of 
jobs in the trades, installing a lot of 
the renewable energy and innovative 
concepts, retrofitting manufacturing 
and the like. But then there are going 
to be the white collar jobs as engineers 
and planners go to work on investing 
in the newness of discovery. That will 
come with many people working in labs 
and research centers who will get us to 
a stronger outcome. 

Where there is no vision, the people 
shall perish. We learn that when we 
open our Book. That should speak to 
us. It is important for us to have a 
boldness of vision that will take an in-
vestment but certainly render lucra-
tive dividends for the people in this 
moment and those generations that 
will follow us. 

Let them look 100 years from now at 
this moment and say they got it; they 
invested; they received great assets 
from those before them; and they saw 
that they had to do likewise and con-
tribute to the tomorrows that that 
group will enjoy 100 years out and be-
yond. 

This is our moment to really shine. 
The gentleman talked about the fact 

that this effort is paid for. That is a 
good balance that we bring into the 
House. We tell people that we balanced 
it so that there is a payment mecha-
nism for all that we choose to do. That 
was not the case with the huge tax cut 
of 2016. They expected a trickle-down 
and that it would pay for itself. 

What did we see happening to the def-
icit? It bloated from that tax cut. 

Then, Madam Speaker, you will hear 
debate on this floor about raising the 
debt ceiling so that America can pay 
her bills. What was their message? 
They want this money so they can 
spend more. 

No, we are paying the dollars off that 
you incurred as bills when you were 
President and you were the Republican 
leadership in this House. That is pay-
ing for bills that came from the last 
several years. This payment mecha-
nism will make certain we go forward 
with an investment in America that is 
paid for and that will reach the great 
many of us, the great middle-income 
community. 

The strength of America lies in her 
middle class, and the strength of the 
middle class lies in union jobs, which is 

part of this package. Thanks to our 
partners in unionized labor, union 
labor, they have worked with us to de-
velop a blueprint for a sounder tomor-
row. 

Let’s get aboard. Let’s get this done. 
Let’s go forward and show people that 
America is strong and that she is at 
her best when she embraces that pio-
neer spirit that I saw when I mentioned 
the Erie Canal. There has always been 
that pioneer spirit within us. It is part 
of our DNA. 

How dare we deny it as we come to-
gether in this crucial moment where 
we are asked to come up with a re-
sponse to a global economy, where it is 
not the U.S. running the entire econ-
omy of the world, where we have to 
compete and compete effectively, and 
where we give the people of this coun-
try the dignity of work where they can 
earn a great and fair check so they can 
support their families, pay for the roof 
over their head, set some money aside, 
and enable their children to enjoy that 
future set-aside? 

That is what this is about. This is 
speaking to America, her families, and 
those in need. It will result in a strong-
er and healthier workforce and one 
that has a sense of hope. If we can de-
liver the commodity of hope to the 
doorsteps of Americans, we will have 
achieved. 

So, Madam Speaker, I thank Presi-
dent Biden; I thank the leadership in 
the House; and I thank Representative 
CARTWRIGHT for leading us this evening 
in this great discussion. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, 
I thank Congressman TONKO for his 
comments. 

Madam Speaker, you can tell when 
you get Congressman TONKO, a guy 
from Amsterdam, New York, revved up 
about the Erie Canal, he is going to 
give you a good speech. A good speech 
is what we need to be doing right now 
because we have to have people under-
stand the importance of passing the in-
frastructure bill and the Build Back 
Better Act, and passing them together 
because they fulfill the vision not only 
of President Biden but a vision that we 
have all been waiting for for the long-
est time. 

Representative TONKO and I have 
been serving our entire time in Con-
gress—for me, 9 years; for the gen-
tleman, 13 years—waiting for infra-
structure to happen. 

Representative MARY GAY SCANLON 
spoke earlier tonight about all the in-
frastructure weeks we had under the 
past administration. We had infra-
structure week after infrastructure 
week. She said that as a joke because 
it never happened. We just labeled 
weeks ‘‘infrastructure week,’’ and no-
body did anything about it under the 
Republican administration. 

We are here to say President Biden 
and the current Democratic majority 
in the House are going to deliver for 
the people on the vision of infrastruc-
ture and making our economy and our 
American people competitive on the 
world stage. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

HONORING AMERICA’S BELOVED 
VETERANS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
BERGMAN) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
am proud and honored to host today’s 
Special Order in light of Veterans Day 
being just around the corner on No-
vember 11. 

Here in D.C. and back home in Michi-
gan, I stay closely connected with all 
my fellow veterans, and I can tell you 
this: From the Afghanistan debacle to 
lingering backlogs at the VA, it has 
not been an easy year for veterans and 
their families. 

But I want to remind you all, vet-
erans, you are not alone. We are here 
with you; we are listening; and we are 
working through the difficult times to 
get things done. You are going to hear 
today from many of my colleagues who 
not only share this feeling but want to 
remind you that we are working every 
day on your behalf, not for any polit-
ical reason but because we strive to 
thank you and honor you for your serv-
ice to our Nation. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST), who is 
my friend, colleague, and fellow ma-
rine. 

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. General 
BERGMAN is doing a great job. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to join 
my friends and fellow veterans here 
today to honor the generations of men 
and women who have served this great 
Nation. From the Greatest Generation 
of veterans to the youngest generation 
of veterans, we are undeniably lucky to 
have men and women who are willing 
to lay down their lives for others. 

This Veterans Day comes exactly 2 
months after the 20th anniversary of 
the 9/11 terror attacks. 

b 1945 

In that sense, it is an even more 
poignant reminder than usual of the 
sacrifices veterans have made so that 
we can be free. For 20 years, soldiers, 
sailors, airmen, marines, guardsmen, 
reservists, and Special Forces units, in 
and around Afghanistan prevented an-
other terrorist attack on the home-
land. For 20 years, they made the world 
safer. For 20 years, they gave the Af-
ghanistan people a taste of freedom; 
the freedom for Afghan women and 
girls to pursue education and a career; 
the freedom to play sports, the freedom 
to be Christian; the freedom to live 
without oppression and terror. 

Like generations of veterans before 
them, they spent days, months, and 
years thousands of miles from home. 
They missed births, birthdays, wed-
dings, funerals, anniversaries and holi-
days. They protected those they will 
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never meet. They looked our enemies 
dead in the eye and refused to accept 
defeat. 

As a veteran, a father, and a grand-
father of Active Duty servicemembers, 
and the lead Republican on the House 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee, I could 
not be prouder of the millions of men 
and women who selflessly answered our 
country’s call throughout our history. 

This Veterans Day, I encourage all 
Americans to pause and remember 
those who have defended our way of 
life. Their service should always, al-
ways be honored and celebrated. We 
owe them a debt of gratitude that can 
never be repaid. 

Last, and certainly not least, I want 
to share a message for those who may 
be struggling. If you are a veteran or 
you know someone who is a veteran 
who is going through a tough time, 
please reach out and ask for help. It is 
the right and brave thing to do. Your 
service mattered. You matter. The Vet-
erans Crisis Line offers free, confiden-
tial support to all veterans. Simply 
call 1–800–273–8255 and press 1. Once 
again, that is: 1–800–273–8255 and press 
1. Or you can text, 838255. Once again, 
you can text 838255, or visit 
www.veteranscrisisline.net. 

May God bless our veterans, their 
families, and the United States of 
America. I thank the gentleman for 
yielding. 

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
thank Mr. BOST for his comments, and 
I yield to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. BABIN), my friend and colleague 
and fellow Air Force veteran. 

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, I thank 
General BERGMAN for having this very 
worthy Special Order tonight on vet-
erans. On the eleventh hour of the elev-
enth day of the eleventh month, patri-
ots will come together to celebrate 
America’s brave protectors, past and 
present. 

As a son of a World War II veteran, a 
veteran myself, and the father of a 
decorated Navy SEAL, it is sometimes 
very difficult for me to adequately ex-
press the deep-rooted gratitude that I 
hold for our military; the same grati-
tude historically held by a majority of 
our great country. 

This year, however, something is dif-
ferent. The people of this Nation still 
honor our servicemen and -women, but 
unfortunately, some in the White 
House don’t seem to do that. This ad-
ministration would rather focus on our 
military being woke rather than being 
prepared and ready for a potential war 
with our enemies. 

My heart especially goes out to our 
veterans of Afghanistan. The Biden ad-
ministration and our military leader-
ship failed you and the Afghan allies 
that you worked so closely with for 
decades. To the men and women of our 
Armed Forces who sacrificed so much 
over the last 20 years, I say this: Hold 
your head up high. Your service pro-
tected countless freedom-loving people 
and prevented terrorism from thriving 
in the United States and in our post-9/ 
11 world. 

Ronald Reagan once said: ‘‘Freedom 
is never more than one generation 
away from extinction. We didn’t pass it 
onto our children in the bloodstream. 
It must be fought for, protected, and 
handed on for them to do the same.’’ 

No one understands this truth more 
than our vets. I promise to continue 
using my position in Congress to serve 
those who have served us and to all of 
our current and former soldiers, sail-
ors, airmen, marines, guardians, and 
coasties, I gratefully and humbly say 
thank you. 

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield to my colleague from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. KELLY). 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the 
great men and women who serve and 
have fought in our military and risked 
their lives to protect this great coun-
try of ours. 

Each November, we are reminded of 
the heroism our veterans displayed 
both at home and abroad. My Congres-
sional District, Pennsylvania’s 16th 
Congressional District, is among the 
largest constituencies of military vet-
erans in our Commonwealth. More 
than 45,000 veterans call PA–16 home. 
That is 1 in 15 of my constituents, and 
it would be hard to go to any home 
anywhere in the district that I serve 
and not find people who have served in 
the military. 

Our office has a dedicated veterans’ 
outreach program. Some of our rep-
resentatives—right now it is Francis 
‘‘Chookie’’ LaCamera; 36 years he 
served. We also had John ‘‘P.K.’’ 
Galanski, a Vietnam vet who never 
stopped serving. After he came home, 
he has been part of our service out-
reach program and has dedicated his 
entire life to taking care of our vet-
erans. 

Also, a good friend and a guy who has 
done such a great job, Tony ‘‘Gunny’’ 
Digiacomo, another Iraqi war veteran 
who served in our office taking care of 
our veterans and now is a Crawford 
County VSO. 

And last, but not least, John Cuneo, 
who is an Afghani war veteran. When I 
talked to John about the Afghanistan 
withdrawal, I said: John, I just want to 
make sure you are okay. And he said: 
Mike, I haven’t slept for 5 days. I lost 
friends in Afghanistan. I held them as 
they died. Some of them came back 
home, but they were deeply wounded 
and injured and probably will never 
fully recover. And I just don’t under-
stand how we arrived at this type of a 
withdrawal. 

I keep thinking to myself: Was it 
worth it? The loss of lives, the loss of 
limbs; was it really worth it? 

All I can say to him is: John, for 20 
years our men and women in uniform 
have kept the home country safe. I 
don’t know what more you could have 
done. I, too, have the sense of what 
your loss is and how deep it is. But 
please just remember that the Amer-
ican people will always be indebted to 
you for what you have done. And we 

know how difficult these last few 
months have been. 

We look back at what happened in 
Afghanistan and our withdraw from Af-
ghanistan and I keep wondering, why? 
Why, this true 1 percent of Americans 
go and serve? How can they look at 
what is happening and think things are 
all right? 

That is why this month, this Novem-
ber, this Veterans Day, it is absolutely 
critical that we take time out of our 
daily lives and anybody we know that 
served, we thank them for their serv-
ice. We thank them for their sacrifice. 
We thank them for everything they 
have done for this great country. 

I ask people to please remember: 
When they left to go serve us and to 
protect us, some of them never came 
home; never got a chance to celebrate 
another Thanksgiving; never got a 
chance to celebrate a Christmas. Most 
never had a chance to get married, 
have children, and enjoy the American 
life. 

They did it because they love this 
Nation. They gave everything they 
could possibly give. And there is a say-
ing out there that all gave some, but 
some gave all. That is so true and that 
is why on November 11 every single 
American should stop and say a prayer 
for those who not only lost their lives 
but those who came home injured, and 
some injured in a way that they will 
never be able to have the life they had 
before they left. 

They are entitled to everything they 
have been promised, and, more impor-
tantly, they deserve it. They deserve 
that. 

So on this date, November 11, let’s all 
stop just for a minute and think just 
how much this country, this Nation 
meant to those who served. I thank the 
gentleman so much for having the Spe-
cial Order. 

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
am proud to yield to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE), my 
friend. 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from 
Michigan for holding this Special Order 
tonight and for his service to our Na-
tion as a general in the United States 
Marine Corps. 

As Veterans Day approaches this 
year, we should all take time to recog-
nize and honor the men and women in 
uniform who served our Nation in Iraq 
and in Afghanistan. Two of our col-
leagues, Representative BRIAN MAST 
from Florida and Representative DAN 
CRENSHAW from Texas served in Af-
ghanistan and now serve their country 
in the United States Capitol as our col-
leagues. 

Please know that your commitment 
and your sacrifices were not in vain. 
Over the past two decades, our Nation 
has been more safe and more secure be-
cause of your vigilance and because of 
your service. In November, we also rec-
ognize National Veterans and Military 
Families Month. During this month 
and every month, we must be com-
mitted to providing the services that 
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all of our veterans need. Please know 
that if you or a loved one is struggling, 
there is help and there are resources 
that are available through the Vet-
erans Administration. 

Congress must always remain com-
mitted to supporting our veterans, and 
I am proud to be supporting legislation 
to ensure that the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs returns to full staffing 
levels to handle the backlog of requests 
that have been created by the COVID– 
19 pandemic. 

This Veterans Day I ask all of us to 
renew our commitment to the men and 
women who have served our Nation. I 
ask that we ensure that they have the 
care and the resources that they need. 
I want to take special note to thank 
my wife, Alice, who served in the 
United States Navy for more than 12 
years; and her sister Julia Shocker who 
served in the United States Army. 

I want to thank the general from 
Michigan for holding this Special Order 
that allows us to recognize the impor-
tance of our freedom, our freedom that 
was given to us by the veterans who 
served our country. General, semper fi. 

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman, and I accept that 
for all the veterans who served, espe-
cially the marines. 

Now, it is my honor to yield to the 
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
ROUZER), my friend and colleague. 

Mr. ROUZER. Madam Speaker, I 
thank my friend from Michigan for 
yielding. 

With Veterans Day just around the 
corner, I am pleased to join my col-
leagues to honor the brave men and 
women who valiantly answered the call 
of duty to serve and protect the United 
States. 

In North Carolina, we have a rich 
tradition of military service, and we 
are blessed to have a large community 
of veterans in the Seventh Congres-
sional District. It is because of their 
selflessness and heroism that the 
United States remains free and con-
tinues to be the greatest light for lib-
erty mankind has ever known. 

Their families have devoted just as 
much to this noble cause. Over the past 
year and a half many of our citizens 
across this great land have struggled 
with the impacts of the COVID–19 pan-
demic, but none have been more af-
fected than our veterans and their fam-
ilies. 

Those veterans who have seen the 
horrors of war carry scars. Some are 
physical scars; others are emotional 
scars. Mental health has always been a 
need for many, given what they have 
been through. The botched withdrawal 
from Afghanistan has further exacer-
bated that mental anguish for so many 
who have served. 

This is why now, more than ever, it is 
important that Congress pay tribute to 
our country’s servicemembers and our 
veterans. It is also important for them 
to know that America supports them. 
To every veteran across this great land 
and their loved ones, we thank you and 

we are forever indebted to you. It is my 
honor to serve as a voice for North 
Carolina veterans in Congress, and I 
will continue to support vital measures 
to honor, provide support, and deliver 
results for our Nation’s heroes. May 
God always bless them. 

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield to the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
GOHMERT), my friend and Army vet-
eran. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, I 
certainly appreciate my friend General 
Bergman for using this time to pay 
tribute to veterans. I have seen the sta-
tistics from an article in 2018, 71 per-
cent of young Americans between 17 
and 24 are ineligible to serve in the 
military; 24 million out of 34 million 
people in that age group. The demo-
graphics of the military as of 2018 indi-
cate that there is just under 1.29 mil-
lion people serving, men and women 
serving in the military. That is less 
than 0.5 percent of the U.S. population. 

We owe our military the deepest 
amount of appreciation and thanks. 
And I just went back to the office this 
afternoon and got another plea from 
another servicemember. These people 
are the very tiny, few volunteers will-
ing to step up and defend America at 
all costs, including their own lives. 

b 2000 

Jesus said that is the greatest love 
there can be. They love their country. 
They love those they serve with. They 
are willing to face anything, except 
corrupt, high-ranking officers who are 
so busy sticking their heads up the 
atriums of the White House that they 
are not concerned enough about their 
own men. 

We saw that in the exit of Afghani-
stan. We saw servicemembers die be-
cause commanding officers didn’t care 
enough about their own troops. 

This notice says: You either take the 
vaccination—without regard to wheth-
er you have had bad reactions to things 
in there, like the warnings say—we 
want to experiment on you like we did 
the Tuskegee Airmen. This is wrong, 
and we should be standing up for our 
servicemembers, not only saying thank 
you, but thank you and you shouldn’t 
have to serve and follow orders that 
are experiments that we have outlawed 
such experimentation on our service-
members. 

Thank you, we owe you a debt of 
gratitude, and we are going to be fight-
ing for you here. 

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield to the gentleman from Michigan 
(Mr. WALBERG). 

Mr. WALBERG. Madam Speaker, 
with Veterans Day approaching, I am 
pleased to join my good friend from 
Michigan, General JACK BERGMAN, and 
all of my colleagues tonight in paying 
tribute to those who served. What we 
say tonight will be totally inadequate 
to express what needs to be expressed, 
but we must say it anyway. 

Veterans Day is a moment to pause 
and say thank you to the men and 

women who chose to defend American’s 
freedoms and the families who sup-
ported them from home. We have an 
obligation to display our deepest grati-
tude and make sure we care for the 
physical and mental health of those 
who served. 

In Congress, we have advanced a 
number of bipartisan initiatives. Last 
year, the Veterans Mental Health Care 
Improvement Act was signed into law 
to help ensure no veteran slips through 
the cracks. More support will be avail-
able through the Veterans’ Compensa-
tion Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act, 
which helps veterans and their families 
keep up with ever-increasing inflation. 

These laws, and many others like 
them, are important steps forward, 
taken by a grateful Nation. But the 
work must carry on so that we con-
tinue to keep our promises to those 
who have heroically served. 

That is why this week I will be intro-
ducing a bipartisan piece of legislation, 
Prisoner of War Priority Care Act, that 
will assign the highest priority status 
for hospital care and medical services 
provided through the Department of 
Veterans Affairs to veterans who are 
former prisoners of war. 

For the wounds both seen and un-
seen, we owe an eternal debt of grati-
tude to our veterans. We say it with 
profound sincerity. We can’t make up 
for the cost, but we can support, as the 
days go by. 

Today, just like every day, we thank 
you. 

God bless our Nation’s veterans. 
Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, I 

yield to the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. KELLER). 

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Michigan 
for hosting this Special Order and 
thank him for his distinguished service 
in the United States Marine Corps. 

America’s military is the most pow-
erful fighting force on the planet, and 
it draws its strength from the deter-
mination and might of its members, 
the men and women who have answered 
freedom’s call. 

This Veterans Day, we recognize the 
many sacrifices our veterans have 
made in order to defend our way of life 
and secure the blessings of liberty for 
all to enjoy. 

From the dawn of our Nation, valiant 
Americans have risen to confront every 
threat we face. For generations, Amer-
ica’s veterans have served our country 
with honor, beating back tyranny to 
the ends of the Earth. 

We also recognize America’s military 
families: the wives, husbands, children, 
parents, and siblings who share in their 
sacrifice. 

We are fighting for them in Congress, 
pushing for policies like the RECORDS 
Act, which would expedite requests for 
the records our veterans need so they 
can access the benefits they have 
earned. 

A grateful Nation salutes your serv-
ice. May God bless our veterans and 
the United States of America. 
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Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, I 

yield to the gentleman from Wisconsin 
(Mr. TIFFANY), my friend and border 
colleague. 

Mr. TIFFANY. Madam Speaker, I 
thank so much Representative 
BERGMAN for yielding. It is a great 
pleasure to be a neighbor to the won-
derful Upper Peninsula of Michigan. 

Veterans Day has been celebrated 
under different names since World War 
I, but the premise remains the same: 
We pause to honor the men and women 
who have selflessly served our Nation 
and have kept us free. 

We honor their love of country, their 
patriotism, and their willingness to 
sacrifice for our greater good. Our 
country has faced many challenges in 
the last 100-plus years. From Belleau 
Woods to Normandy to the global war 
on terror, every time, our warriors 
have answered the Nation’s calls. 

This year, as we close the chapter on 
Afghanistan, we are again reminded of 
the sacrifices they have made, the 
kindness in their hearts, and their 
dedication to the mission. 

This Veterans Day, reflect on the gift 
they have given us, respect their serv-
ice, and thank them for their sacrifice. 
Because of them, we live in the great-
est Nation on Earth. 

On behalf of my constituents, thank 
you, and may God bless all of you. 

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield to the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. CLYDE), my friend and colleague 
and Navy veteran. 

Mr. CLYDE. Madam Speaker, it was 
indeed the eleventh hour of the elev-
enth day of the eleventh month in the 
year 1918. World War I, the war to end 
all wars, was finally over. It was called 
Armistice Day. Today, it is called Vet-
erans Day, and it is the day we honor 
the service and sacrifice of all vet-
erans, those living and those who have 
gone before us. 

This coming Veterans Day is not 
about having another day off work. It 
is not about enjoying another Federal 
holiday where we have an opportunity 
to uncover the grill. It is about hon-
oring those who have served our coun-
try and sacrificed so we can live in 
freedom in the greatest Nation on the 
Earth. 

Madam Speaker, I grew up in Canada. 
My mom was Canadian and my father 
was a U.S. citizen and a U.S. Navy offi-
cer in the Korean war. In Canada, we 
didn’t call November 11th Veterans 
Day, we called it Remembrance Day; 
and we always wore a red poppy to re-
mind everyone of the sacrifices made 
for freedom. 

This is a picture of one right here. 
The poem ‘‘In Flanders Fields’’ from 

World War I talks about those poppies. 
As an elementary school student, I was 
required to memorize that poem. I 
think everyone should know that 
poem, because it is so powerful. The 
symbol of the poppy for remembrance, 
however, did not come from Canada. It 
came from my home State of Georgia, 
from a professor at the University of 
Georgia named Moina Michael. 

In fact, the highway between Athens, 
Georgia, and Monroe, Georgia, is called 
the Moina Michael Highway to honor 
her efforts. In 1917, she took a leave of 
absence from the university to volun-
teer with the Young Women’s Christian 
Association to assist overseas workers 
in the war effort. 

In November of 1918, inspired by the 
poem ‘‘In Flanders Fields’’ by John 
McCrae, she vowed to always wear a 
poppy as a remembrance of those who 
sacrificed in the war. 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky, 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
We are the dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie, 
In Flanders fields. 
Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields. 

We are so blessed to live in a country 
where men and women willingly put 
their lives on the line for our liberty. 
We must not, we cannot break faith. 

As we celebrate Veterans Day 2021, 
let’s honor their service and remember 
their sacrifice by asking one simple 
question: How can we carry the burden 
for liberty? 

May God bless America and may God 
bless our military. 

Soli Deo gloria. 
Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, in 

closing, during my 40 years in uniform, 
and now here in Congress, and also 
even before uniform, being raised in a 
family of World War II veterans, I feel 
as though because of my parents’ guid-
ance and example, I have dedicated my 
life to our military community, in one 
form or another. 

Through all of that and all I have 
learned, there is one thing about Vet-
erans Day that I really want to make 
sure that I talk about; all of you, talk 
to a veteran. Don’t just say ‘‘Thank 
you for your service,’’ but engage 
them, find out about their story. 

Veterans, to you, share your stories, 
because we don’t know how many more 
days that we might have to walk the 
face of the Earth. It is so important for 
us to share our stories as veterans with 
the next generations. 

Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. 
We live in the greatest country in the 

world because men and women have 
sworn an oath to give their lives for 
our country. Never forget that. That is 
what makes us the United States of 
America. 

May God continue to bless our 
troops, all of our veterans and their 
families. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN H. 
JOHNSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-

uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. 
DAVIS) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. 
Madam Speaker, I am delighted to 
come to the floor this evening for this 
Special Order, because I come to pay 
tribute to an iconic American, John H. 
Johnson, the founder of the Johnson 
Publishing Company, the founder of 
Ebony magazine, Jet magazine, Fash-
ion Fair, three radio stations that he 
owned, a television station, and lots of 
other business interests and ventures. 

Growing up in southeast Arkansas 
during the 1950s and coming into con-
tact with a Jet magazine or an Ebony 
that one of the schoolteachers may 
have in his or her possession or one of 
the ministers may have brought to 
town from wherever they came or the 
hairdresser may have had one or two, 
that was an exciting thing for a young 
African-American boy in the rural 
South. 

Little did I know that the man re-
sponsible for those products had grown 
up just a few miles away, or at least 
until he was in the ninth grade, John 
H. Johnson, Arkansas City, Arkansas. 
Close to McGehee; Dermott; Lake Vil-
lage; Eudora; Greenville, Mississippi, 
all of those little towns. 

Of course, John H. Johnson was fond 
of being a storyteller. He used to tell 
the story of how his mother had told 
him: Johnny, when you finish the 
eighth grade, we are going to move to 
Chicago so that you can go to high 
school. 

Then when he finished the eighth 
grade, she told him: Johnny, I didn’t 
save enough money for us to move, so 
you are going to have to go to the 
eighth grade again. And he told her: 
No, mom. That is all right. I will just 
go to work and help you save money. 
And she said: Nope, you are going to 
the eighth grade again. 

b 2015 

And so as bright as he must have 
been and as bright as he was, he had to 
do the eighth grade twice. Of course, 
eventually they did move to Chicago. 
He did go to high school. As a matter 
of fact, he went to high school with 
Redd Foxx and with Nat King Cole, and 
Mr. Abernathy, who owned and built a 
taxi company. He even went to school 
with Professor Timuel Black, who just 
died a few weeks ago. Tim was 102. He 
released his last book 2 years ago when 
he was 100. 

And so John H. Johnson did go to 
high school at Phillips and DuSable, 
became president of his class, of course 
editor of the yearbook, editor of the 
school newspaper, and he was then of-
fered a scholarship to the University of 
Chicago. 

Well, he wasn’t sure that he could go 
because he wasn’t sure that he would 
have enough money, even with the 
scholarship. But he made a speech at 
an Urban League dinner, and the fellow 
who owns Supreme Life Insurance 
liked it, and he hired him to come and 
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