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Additionally, my bill would tempo-
rarily waive State-operating standards,
should those standards be more strin-
gent than the Federal standard. For ex-
ample, my bill would allow Kansas
farmers and truckers to operate their
U.S. Department of Transportation
compliant trucks in California, a State
that otherwise restricts trucks older
than 2011 from entering the State, to
help relieve the ports and transport
goods across this country.

Temporarily waiving State require-
ments is a small price to pay for a
strong supply chain, fully stocked
shelves in grocery stores, and employed
transportation workers.

Congested ports have far-reaching
implications beyond the States in
which they exist, and it is unconscion-
able to let the American people suffer
because of the unwillingness to solve a
problem that impacts us all.

——
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IRS OVERREACH

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to defend the American public from the
worst sort of Federal Government over-
reach, that which involves their pri-
vate bank accounts.

President Biden’s proposal to give
the IRS unprecedented access to Amer-
icans’ bank accounts would pose hefty
compliance burdens on community
banks and credit unions, hamper the
ability for individuals to access cap-
ital, and entrench the Federal Govern-
ment even further into our everyday
lives, decaying freedom and eroding
personal liberty.

This is wrong for America, and I
stand and will continue to stand in op-
position to this indefensible and waste-
ful proposal to invade the privacy of
nearly every American.

RECOGNIZING BRYCEN GULICK

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize and thank Brycen Gulick
for his service to me, my office, and
Kansans throughout the Big First Dis-
trict.

During his time in my office, Brycen
has shown himself to be kind, creative,
and joyful. I most admire his loyalty,
always yearning to be a part of our
team, and his adaptability and willing-
ness to step outside of his comfort
zone.

God continually puts open and closed
doors in front of all of us, and the wise
man asks God to speak and direct his
steps as he walks through life. I am
proud to have had Brycen on my team,
and I pray that the Lord would help
him blossom in his next adventure.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Brycen for his
service.

———

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL NATIVE
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Nebraska (Mr. BACON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of National Native
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American Heritage Month and to honor
the 35th anniversary of the Nebraska
Urban Indian Health Coalition, a pri-
vate nonprofit organization in Ne-
braska.

The Nebraska Urban Indian Health
Coalition provides community
healthcare and services targeting the
urban American Indian and Alaska Na-
tive population in the greater Omaha
metropolitan area, Lincoln area, and
Sioux City, Iowa, since 1986. Their re-
habilitative healthcare services and
their diabetes self-management pro-
gram are nationally recognized. Cur-
rently, they are led by their CEO, Dr.
Donna Polk.

Donna Lee Mays was raised by her fa-
ther after her mother was hit and
killed by a drunk driver on Christmas
Day in 1949 at the age of 23. Dr. Polk
was only 7 years old. Dr. Polk credits
her grandmother, Annie Lee Mays, as
one of her inspirations because of her
spirituality and wisdom.

Dr. Polk firmly believes in having vi-
sion and that you have to be able to see
how things can be. If you don’t, Mr.
Speaker, you don’t work to effect
change.

Between 1972 to 1985, Dr. Polk served
as an affirmative action and equal op-
portunity officer at the State of Ne-
braska. She volunteered in the Ne-
braska corrections system for 26 years
and starred in her own TV show called
“Frankly Female,” a show for and
about women.

Dr. Polk earned her bachelor’s degree
in university studies, her master’s in
counseling psychology, and a doctorate
in administration, instruction, and
curriculum, all from the University of
Nebraska at Omaha. In addition, she is
a published author. She wrote her
book, ‘““Black Men and Women of Ne-
braska,” in 1981 to shine the light on
prominent African-American individ-
uals in our State.

She joined the Urban Indian Health
Coalition in 1991, running the coun-
seling program for women. She leads a
team of over 40 employees that offer
services such as inpatient and out-
patient substance abuse, transitional
living, alcohol and drug recovery,
healthcare services, and transportation
to their facilities. Dr. Polk takes great
pride in the community programs—
Project Upstream, the Tired Moccasins
Elders Program, and the Elder’s Pro-
gram—which help Native youth and
families overcome socioeconomic dis-
parities and provide meals, educational
opportunities, and even extracurricular
activities for all ages. Dr. Polk is
thrilled about the inauguration of their
new headquarters scheduled to open in
the spring of 2022.

In recognizing the Nebraska Urban
Indian Health Coalition, we shine a
spotlight on 35 years of helping elevate
the health status and disparities of
urban Indians and other underserved
populations in Nebraska and Iowa
through education, collaboration, ad-
vocacy, and health service delivery.
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Congratulations to Dr. Polk and her
team for 35 years of excellence and
serving our great community.

———

INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENTS
WILL LEVEL THE PLAYING FIELD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. RYAN) for 6 minutes.

Mr. RYAN. Mr. Speaker, this infra-
structure bill is about two things. This
is about putting money in the pockets
of the American people who have had a
rough go for the last 40 years, and this
is about taking on China.

Now, we have seen in the last couple
of weeks CEO pay since the 1970s has
gone up 1,300 percent. We have seen
that 10 percent of the wealthiest people
in this country own 90 percent of the
stocks. So this bill is about: How do we
get money in the pockets of people?

Universal preschool—that is 1 year
less of childcare that a family has to
pay—that is money in their pockets.
Capping childcare at 7 percent of your
income, Mr. Speaker, that is money in
their pockets. Helping seniors with
glasses or hearing aids, that is money
in their pockets. A tax cut finally for
working people, not for the top 1 per-
cent but for families, that is money in
their pockets.

If we don’t recognize in this Chamber
and down the hall that China is a loom-
ing threat—not even looming, they are
here. Semiconductors, they
outmanufacture us; electric vehicles,
they outmanufacture us; communica-
tions equipment, they outmanufacture
us; pharmaceuticals, our seniors get
their pharmaceuticals from China.

When are we going to wake up? When
are we going to have the guts to level
the playing field and the guts to take
on China and the guts to do what is
right so our kids and grandkids can
thrive in the United States?

We have to make these investments.
We have to make them now. Wash-
ington has to wake up, or the next bill
we are going to have to pass is Man-
darin in all our schools because the
game is going to be over.

——

HONORING DICK ANTOINE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arkansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to honor the life of Dick
Antoine, a wonderful man and beloved
local radio personality in my home-
town of Hot Springs.

Dick served in the U.S. Air Force
during the Vietnam war, and in 2018, he
retired from his daily talk radio pro-
gram, ‘‘Talk of the Town,” where he
informed and entertained his faithful
listeners for 31 years.

Dick is not only known for his in-
sightful interviews and witty com-
mentary but also his leadership. A few
of his many projects included the Vet-
erans Memorial of Garland County,
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fundraising for the Fallen Hero Memo-
rial, and emceeing Hot Springs’ annual
Christmas parade for over 25 years and
the Veterans Day parade for 17 years.

Families will cherish the memories
of Dick’s special characterization of
Santa Claus, the World’s Tallest
Leprechaun, and OKktoberfest ambas-
sador in a chicken costume.

Dick’s legacy will live on in the
memories of Hot Springs residents, and
his presence will be sorely missed. My
condolences go to Dick’s family and
many friends as we grieve his passing
and celebrate his life.

HONORING JIM GULDIN

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor the work of a fel-
low Arkansan and Yale forester, Dr.
James Guldin, or Jim as his friends
call him.

Jim taught at Arkansas’ only for-
estry school, the University of Arkan-
sas at Monticello, for 10 years before
joining the United States Forest Serv-
ice research division, where he made
great contributions to our knowledge
of forest ecology and management
through his applied research and publi-
cations over a career that spanned
nearly three decades.

Jim worked tirelessly to restore na-
tive southern pine ecosystems, illus-
trating how science-based thinning and
prescribed burning are common sense,
and to highlight effective tools for a
healthy forest providing cleaner air
and water as well as abundant wildlife
habitat.

I truly believe Dr. Jim Guldin is the
world’s most knowledgeable person
when it comes to shortleaf pine and
that his work will live long past the
lifespan of a human generation in the
forests that benefited from his labor of
love.

I have been blessed to know some
amazing conservationists in my life,
and Jim Guldin is one of them. I wish
him a happy retirement and many days
ahead catching smallmouth bass in
clear mountain streams and spending
time where all fosterers are most at
home: in the woods.

———

CONGRATULATING BESS BUTLER
BRUNSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate Bess
Brunson for being named to Georgia
Trend’s 2021 40 Under 40 class.

Driven by her passion to improve the
financial health of others, Bess re-
ceived her undergraduate degree in
business from Virginia Tech. Since re-
turning to Savannah, she has success-
fully served her community through
various positions at The Fiduciary
Group.

Beth is the third generation of the
Butler family to work at The Fiduciary
Group, which was founded in 1970 by
her grandfather, Lee Butler. Dedicated
to serving others, Bess works tirelessly
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to prepare individuals for their life be-
yond retirement.

Outside of the workplace, Bess is an
active volunteer throughout the First
District. She serves on the board of the
Historic Savannah Foundation’s 13th
Colony and Savannah Country Day
School alumni board. Her dedication to
preserving Savannah’s history while
continuing the legacy of The Fiduciary
Group is truly inspiring.

I am honored to recognize Bess for
this prestigious accomplishment, and I
know she will continue to make a posi-
tive impact throughout Georgia’s First
Congressional District.

REMEMBERING AND HONORING CHARLIE
WALDROP

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today with a heavy heart to
remember and honor one of my phar-
macy mentors, Charlie Waldrop of Sa-
vannah, Georgia, who sadly passed
away on October 20 at the age of 102.

A devoted public servant, Charlie was
a World War II veteran, a pharmacist,
and a friend to all who knew him.

Charlie was drafted into World War II
at the age of 22. He would go on to
serve throughout Europe, successfully
attaining the rank of major before fin-
ishing his military service in 1946.

Discovering his passion for public
health, Charlie continued his education
at the University of Georgia’s College
of Pharmacy. Charlie then returned to
Savannah, where he would serve his
community for the next 40 years as a
pharmacist at Crumbley’s Pharmacy.

Charlie’s life was defined by his ex-
traordinary character, and I am grate-
ful for his lifetime of service to Geor-
gia’s First District and our great Na-
tion. I am also thankful for the great
example he set for me when I was a
pharmacy intern working under Char-
lie.

My thoughts and prayers go out to
his family, friends, and all who knew
him during this most difficult time.

CONGRATULATING 0.C. FOWLER, JR.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate O.C.
Fowler, Jr., of Chatham County for
being recognized as Veteran of the
Year by the Veterans Council of Chat-
ham County.

Georgia’s First Congressional Dis-
trict is home to many of our Nation’s
veterans who put everything on the
line to protect our freedom. So being
recognized as Veteran of the Year is an
incredible honor.

Mr. Fowler joined the United States
Navy in 1967 and flew over 3,300 flight
hours in helicopters and fixed-wing air-
craft. After seeing how Vietnam vet-
erans were treated after they returned
home, Mr. Fowler dedicated his life to
ensure that our servicemembers are
unconditionally supported.

Among his many lifetime achieve-
ments, he helped raise over $35,000 for
local charities, including the Chap-
lain’s Fund at Hunter Army Airfield.
He is also an active member of the
United States Service Organization,
the National Museum of the Mighty
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Eighth Air Force, and the Savannah
Council of the Navy League.

I can’t thank Mr. Fowler enough for
his outstanding service to our Nation,
and I want to congratulate him again
on this wonderful accomplishment.

RECOGNIZING AND HONORING DEBORAH
RODRIGUEZ GARCIA

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize and honor
Deborah Rodriguez Garcia for being
named to Georgia Trend’s 2021 40 Under
40 class.

Deborah graduated from Georgia
Southern University with a master’s in
modern language. This fueled her
knowledge and incredible drive, which
she is using to make a difference across
the globe.

Deborah creates educational opportu-
nities for migrant and refugee commu-
nities. She focuses on helping children
become more resilient through play-
based learning. Thanks to Deborah, ref-
ugee children in South Asia find com-
fort in early learning opportunities
through a version of Sesame Street in
their native clothing and language.
Children in Latin America, South Afri-
ca, the Middle East, and Asia have ben-
efited immensely from her passion and
experience.

On behalf of the people of the First
Congressional District of Georgia, I
congratulate Deborah on her nomina-
tion to Georgia Trend’s 2021 40 under 40
class and offer my appreciation for her
continued service and dedication to-
ward children across the world.

————

PHARMACY BENEFIT MANAGER
ACCOUNTABILITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Tennessee (Mrs. HARSHBARGER) for 5
minutes.

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Mr. Speaker,
one of the top concerns for Americans
is the high cost of prescription drugs.
Congress must do something to lower
these prescription drug prices. We
know the American people want lower
prices, but they don’t want to sacrifice
access to lifesaving treatments.

Prior to representing the great peo-
ple of east Tennessee in Congress, I
served for 35 years as a community
pharmacist, so I know a thing or two
about safeguarding patient access to
affordable medicines and solving pa-
tient problems.

We absolutely need to reform the
ways pharmaceutical manufacturers
price their products and sometimes
manipulate the system. But there is
another part of the drug pricing equa-
tion that doesn’t get nearly as much
attention, and that is the role of the
pharmacy benefit managers, or PBMs,
their lack of transparency, their mar-
ket dominance, and the effects of their
business practices on drug prices and
patient choices.

PBMs were created as middlemen to
reduce administrative costs for insur-
ers, validate patients’ eligibility, ad-
minister plan benefits, and negotiate
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