
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4550 September 20, 2021 
over a markup of the portion of the Build Back 
Better Act dealing with the issues and agen-
cies under our jurisdiction. We targeted giving 
our nation’s scientists and engineers 21st cen-
tury facilities to conduct research by investing 
billions of dollars into research infrastructure at 
the National Science Foundation, the Depart-
ment of Energy, the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration, the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology, and the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 
These vital investments will also lead to good, 
high-paying jobs. We also invested billions of 
dollars into our innovation pipeline at our pre-
mier research agencies to power our research 
and development and our advanced manufac-
turing programs. This includes significant in-
vestments in minority-serving institutions and 
diversity programs at NSF and DOE. Finally, 
we funded billions of dollars to better under-
stand and respond to the climate crisis. In-
cluded in this is vital funding to improve our 
understanding of climate-associated natural 
disasters like hurricanes, flooding, and 
wildfires. 

Madam Speaker, I would urge all of my col-
leagues—Republican and Democrat, progres-
sive and conservative, and everyone in be-
tween—to support these critical, much-needed 
investments in our constituents, in our dis-
tricts, and in our country as a whole. 

f 

THREE IMPORTANT ISSUES 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. GROTHMAN) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
minority leader. 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, 
we are back from our August break, 
and there are three issues of tremen-
dous importance that Congress ought 
to deal with and the press corps ought 
to be dealing with. 

I can understand, by the way, why 
President Biden wants to change his 
view over a few months ago and go for 
mandates on the vaccine, because these 
other issues are issues that I am sure 
would be uncomfortable for him to ad-
dress, but they are important for the 
press corps and important for the 
American people to address. 

The first issue is: the Del Rio sector 
of the Mexican border is out of control. 
We all see the 15,000 people under the 
bridge, but what is the consequence of 
that? 

What is the consequence of having 2 
months in a row of over 200,000 people 
show up at the border? The Border Pa-
trol has to get off the border, they have 
to shuffle people around from the Del 
Rio section to the El Paso section or to 
the Laredo section. They have to take 
care of all of the unaccompanied mi-
nors coming in here, and when they do 
that, they cannot guard the border. 
Things are out of control. 

Not only are the agents in that area 
not able to focus on the area, but 
things are such a disaster, we are hav-
ing to bring agents off the northern 
border to make up for the huge prob-
lems on the southern border. 

What happens? We wind up in a situa-
tion which not only are there more 

got-aways, people aren’t even being 
processed crossing the border, but we 
also have a situation in which more 
drugs are coming off the border. The 
American public still hasn’t been told 
enough that in the last year we have 
had over 90,000 people die of drug 
overdoses, largely from fentanyl com-
ing across the Mexican border, and 
that is what happens when you have 224 
miles barely monitored. 

The Haitians are being brought here 
or encouraged to come here by the drug 
gangs. Why are they able to do this? It 
didn’t happen by coincidence that you 
saw all these people under the bridge 
last week and they weren’t over there 
a month ago. 

The Biden administration has ex-
tended the Temporary Protected Sta-
tus for people coming here from Haiti. 
When they changed this process, it was 
a recruiting tool for the gangs who 
want more people to come here. 

I am going to emphasize, Haiti is not 
a very nice country, but these people 
are not coming from Haiti. They are 
coming here from Chile, they are com-
ing here from Brazil, they are coming 
from Venezuela. Why are they coming 
from these other countries? It is not 
because they are in danger in Chile and 
Brazil. They are coming here because 
they can make more money here, and 
the drug cartel gangs are explaining 
that to them. 

These gangs are charging these Hai-
tians at least $50,000 a person to come 
here, which is the reason why they are 
so involved in this. 

Meanwhile, where is the President? 
Where is our moderate Joe Biden? 
Where is Kamala Harris, the expert on 
the border, as we have this disaster 
going on at the southern border, out of 
control, people going from the United 
States to Mexico, back Mexico to the 
United States? 

Wake up, press corps, and find out 
how much money the gangs are making 
on this. Why are we processing over 
200,000 people at the southern border 
for 2 months in a row? Things we 
haven’t seen for over 20 years. 

No wonder some of the press corps, 
the irresponsible press corps—and no 
wonder Joe Biden wants to focus on 
vaccine mandates. Because focusing on 
vaccine mandates takes our eyes off 
the border that is out of control. 

It is up to Congress to step forward, 
have some more committee hearings 
on this, do something, bring some bills 
to the floor. I know there is going to be 
a CR coming through, there is going to 
be a bill to break the debt ceiling com-
ing through. 

I would ask the President, the Speak-
er, give us some more Border Patrol 
agents to deal with our empty border. 
That is the first thing all Americans 
should be concerned about. They 
should be asking their Congressmen, 
they should be asking their Senators, 
what is being done to prevent 200,000 
people from showing up at the border? 
What is being done when over 200 miles 
of the Mexican border is left, to a de-

gree, unguarded? Are they at all con-
cerned about the 90,000 people who died 
in the last year of illegal drug use, pri-
marily fentanyl flowing across the 
southern border? What is being done 
about all the people coming from the 
other countries? 

Remember, you did not see all these 
people under the bridge 2 or 3 months 
ago. Why? Again, it is not just a ran-
dom thing. It is because of a change in 
the Temporary Protected Status ex-
tended by President Biden, which re-
sults in the huge mess that we have. 

But that is not the only thing that 
hasn’t been covered anywhere near 
enough. There is an issue that the press 
should be focusing on more with regard 
to the COVID situation. I know a lot of 
the focus is on the vaccine, but we have 
to realize that many people have got-
ten the vaccine over the last 6 months. 

We also have a situation in which 
people have been working on cures for 
the disease. Right now, most days over 
1,000—kind of averaging about 1,500— 
people die every day from COVID. So is 
there any cure for COVID that the CDC 
is letting sit on the table? 

Over a year ago scientists in Israel 
announced hope for a generic drug 
called fenofibrate, or Tricor, which has 
been used safely to treat people for 
high cholesterol for years. Recently, 
these Israeli scientists have revealed 
that they took 15 people, all of which 
had severe COVID, all of which needed 
oxygen, and in 4 days, 4 to 6 days, 14 of 
the 15 were out of the hospital after 
they were given fenofibrate, which cost 
a grand total of $1.50 a day. The other 
patient got out of the hospital within 2 
weeks. 

You would think this is good news for 
the CDC, particularly given the billions 
of dollars that we have given them. Un-
fortunately, they are not getting 
enough assistance to do further trials 
in this country. Think if this 15-patient 
outfit were typical of the population as 
a whole. 15 for 15 cured. And not only 
cured. A lot of people today with 
COVID, even when they are cured, have 
permanent or almost permanent side 
effects. But here the side effects are a 
fraction of what they were on people 
who didn’t take fenofibrate. 

So I beg the CDC or anybody in the 
administration who is listening, we 
brought this to their attention before, 
see what you can do to have the vast 
sum of money and the U.S. Govern-
ment weigh in to see if we can have 
stronger trials with more people on the 
fenofibrate, and we can get ourselves in 
a position in which soon if someone 
does wind up going to the hospital, if 
someone does wind up needing oxygen, 
they are given the fenofibrate, and 
they can wind up like the 15 patients 
they have already tried this on, all of 
which are apparently doing very well 
and are even getting rid of the symp-
toms that people who have had COVID 
sometimes hang onto for months and 
months and months. 

If we have anybody out there listen-
ing from the CDC, listening from the 
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NIH, I would ask them to familiarize 
themselves with the study. It is 
fenofibrate. It has been well covered in 
The Jerusalem Post. 

Why, in a time when we have 1,200 to 
1,500 Americans dying every day of 
COVID, is this not something that is 
being pushed? I strongly encourage our 
health establishment to familiarize 
themselves with what right now looks 
like a miracle drug. 

My final comment is with regard to 
the pro-life issue. When you consider 
the hundreds of thousands of people 
who would have been born every day in 
this country but who have their lives 
cut short before they are born, you can 
see why this is another issue that our 
press corps should be talking about, 
our churches should be talking about. 

Already there have been big changes 
of policy under the new administra-
tion. First of all, in the past, under the 
Mexico City policy, if money was going 
to an international organization, if 
that international organization was 
performing abortions, they could not 
have the money. We changed that, 
President Biden changed it, saying: 
You can’t use that money directly for 
an abortion, but since money is fun-
gible, your organization can take the 
good name of the United States and use 
it to proselytize, use it after switching 
money around to have the U.S. assist 
in performing abortions around the 
world. 

The second thing they did is under 
Title X, money going out, again to 
nonprofit organizations, in the past if 
these organizations referred for abor-
tion, they couldn’t get the money. 
Change that policy, so the type of orga-
nizations who work towards legalizing 
or work towards normalizing abortion 
got more money. 

They wouldn’t get the money in the 
past because it was too much a part of 
their mission to perform abortions. But 
one more time, they are going to be 
getting money. 

But now we have a new bill coming 
up, and I think all Americans have to 
stop and think what is happening when 
it has come to this in America. 

This bill will legalize abortion na-
tionwide almost or perhaps all the way 
to birth. Now, throughout most of our 
country’s history, abortion was illegal. 
It is kind of amazing, abortion was ille-
gal before they had ultrasounds, before 
people could see actually what was 
going on. 

I had felt when I began to get in-
volved in public life that when 
ultrasounds become available, the 
number of abortions would drop. But 
despite the ultrasounds, things con-
tinue on ahead, in part because power-
ful organizations continue to hold 
abortion as a way out of a pregnancy. 

But it is truly shocking that I believe 
a majority of people in this Chamber 
are going to vote to say that we have 
abortions right up to birth and get rid 
of even minor laws that are postponing 
the abortions otherwise. 

b 2015 
When I was in the State of Wisconsin, 

I authored a bill putting in a 24-hour 
waiting period for abortion. I talked to 
the women who were bullied by their 
boyfriends or cajoled by their parents 
into having abortions, and they felt it 
was very important that there be some 
sort of waiting period after you went to 
the office of the abortionist one time 
that you got a chance to stop, step 
back, and think. 

I think there are a lot of other places 
in our society where doctors or other 
people put a waiting period out there 
knowing that it is a very important de-
cision, and you are never going to be 
able to change your mind once you 
make that decision. But under the ex-
treme bill that we are going to be vot-
ing on later this week, they are going 
to say, no, we can’t have that. Once 
they get you in that clinic on day one 
they can perform that abortion right 
away, and we are not going to give you 
24 hours or 40 hours or whatever it is 
around the country to stop and maybe 
change your mind. 

That is the type of thing that is 
going to be passed in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 

It doesn’t take many people to 
change their mind and say, you know, 
I may consider myself so-called pro- 
choice, but the idea of saying that it is 
legal to perform an abortion a few 
hours after you walk in the abortion 
clinic, I just can’t go that far. And I 
hope some of my colleagues who think 
they are going to vote for the bill later 
this week change their mind. 

I hope they change their mind on 
things like sex selective abortion. We 
know in other cultures, and I happen to 
think we have a better culture by a 
mile, but in other cultures it is appar-
ently not unusual to do, see whether 
they are going to have a boy or girl and 
if it is not what you want, we are going 
to end the life of that child before it is 
born. 

Some States have made that illegal. 
Well, some people in Congress appar-
ently feel they know better. We are 
going get rid of that law, and we are 
going to cut that life short just be-
cause maybe let’s say it is a girl, and 
we were hoping for a boy. 

I can see why certain members of the 
press wouldn’t want to talk about this, 
and I can see why certain members of 
the administration wouldn’t talk about 
this. I don’t know what I would do, how 
I would explain such a radical bill. 

So, in any event, I will leave the pub-
lic with those three things to think 
about. Think about over 200,000 people 
a month at the border. Think about the 
Border Patrol stuck processing people, 
not able to monitor the border. Think 
of all the drugs coming across. Think 
of the 5,000 and up that the people com-
ing across are having to give these 
drug gangs in Mexico further strength-
ening their power. 

I ask you to think about like they 
have covered in the Jerusalem Post 
what is going on with the fenofibrate 

and the fact you can think how many 
lives we would save of the approxi-
mately 1,500 people a day that are still 
dying of COVID. And I want you to 
think about that bill being passed on 
Friday and whether it is right for the 
heavy hand of Congress to say not only 
can you have an abortion up to birth, 
but we are even going to get rid of laws 
like a waiting period law or get rid of 
laws like a sex selective law. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair and not to a per-
ceived viewing audience. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 10TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF DON’T ASK, DON’T 
TELL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
TAKANO) for 30 minutes. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material on the subject of my 
Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, to-

day’s Special Order hour marks the 10- 
year anniversary of the enactment of 
the Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell Repeal Act of 
2010. This legislation represented the 
end of an era, the close of a dark chap-
ter in our military history in which 
LGBTQ members of the Armed Forces 
were forced to hide who they were 
under the threat of investigation and 
discharge. Lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, and queer servicemembers 
of that era paid a heavy cost to serve 
their country, one that required them 
to uphold an uncompromising oath of 
integrity while at the same time pub-
licly denying a fundamental aspect of 
their lives. It is thanks to their resil-
ience, their strength, and their activ-
ism that repeal was ever achieved, and 
we honor those veterans today. 

I believe it is important to hear from 
the veterans themselves from those 
who served and survived Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell. It is my pleasure this 
evening to welcome a number of my 
colleagues to the floor to read the tes-
timony of five individuals who served 
under Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell. 

It is my distinct privilege to start 
with the testimony of Lindsay Church, 
a Navy veteran who served from 2008 to 
2012. Lindsay is a third-generation sail-
or and the sixth in their family to 
serve in the military. They are a co-
founder and executive director of the 
veteran serving organization Minority 
Veterans of America and have nearly a 
decade of experience in veterans advo-
cacy. And this is Lindsay’s story: 
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