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needs to stop. It needs to stop, because 
that is the lazy approach. That is the 
lazy approach of legislating in this 
country. 

Come on. I grew up here. You know 
what Detroit and this beautiful Black 
city taught me? You always have the 
backs of the people you represent. You 
focus on helping them get through ev-
eryday issues. You focus on what is 
broken inside, not looking far away 
and saying it is all their fault. Some of 
them are not even here, and they are 
blaming everybody else. Accept the 
fact that we haven’t had the courage to 
stand up and say the economic divide 
in our country is real, that our folks 
are paying the high cost of auto insur-
ance, folks are paying a high cost in a 
number of issues regarding their 
homes, regarding the education system 
and so many other systems. 

I am passionate about this because 
not only am I a child of immigrant par-
ents, but I was my mother’s translator 
until I was 12 years old. I still remem-
ber, Madam Speaker, that I went into 
Sears and I was translating for my 
mother and this cashier just looked at 
her and looks at me and looks at her 
and looks at me—and I am 12 years 
old—and she goes: ‘‘She needs to learn 
English.’’ 

I look and smile. Of course, the 
southwest Detroit girl came out of me. 
My head did bob a little bit, and I said: 
‘‘Excuse me, but I am not translating 
what you are saying to my mother. I 
am translating what my mother wants 
to say to you. Why? Because even with 
her heavy accent, you are dehuman-
izing her. You are othering her. You 
are making it like she is less than, 
even though she tries.’’ 

As she beautifully speaks the English 
language, I feel like, my God, like, if 
anything, people should appreciate it 
more. 

So I say this because this lived expe-
rience of my mother, as a naturalized 
American citizen, who is so proud of 
having human dignity here, this free-
dom of raising her daughter who is now 
a United States Congresswoman, 
should be celebrating it and should be 
honoring it. Instead, I know what is 
happening to her in the streets. People 
are yelling at her to take off her hijab, 
vilifying her. That is what we are doing 
to our immigrant neighbors, the same 
ones who pick fruit and put it on our 
tables, who open and revive neighbor-
hoods that have never seen life since 
they came to our communities. 

I am tired of it. I am tired of folks 
using fear-mongering rhetoric to cre-
ate hate towards my immigrant neigh-
bors. 

They are here because our country 
offers something that others don’t. We 
should understand that. We should cre-
ate a humane and fair and just immi-
gration system, not one that hurts 
them and allows children to die, that 
targets women in detention centers, 
and separates our families. It is simply 
wrong. 

The most American thing I could do 
up here is push back and say: Enough. 

We are a Nation of immigrants. All of 
us. I am tired of the hate and the rac-
ism. 

I thank the Congressional Progres-
sive Caucus for always speaking that 
truth to power. 

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Madam 
Speaker, I think it is important to re-
member that they are not here just be-
cause we offer something more. Immi-
grants are here because we need them. 
We don’t exist as a country without 
immigrants. They are here because 
they bring music and because they 
bring food and poetry and art and 
laughter. They bring community. 

But they also bring incredible eco-
nomic benefits. I talked earlier about 
the $1.7 trillion over 10 years, the 
438,000 new jobs, the $700 in increased 
wages for everyone, the 6 years of addi-
tional life that we give Social Secu-
rity. All of those are economic bene-
fits. 

Do we know that three-fourths of un-
documented immigrants in the labor 
force are actually essential? That 
means they are the essential workers. 
Not just that. They are healthcare 
workers: 38 percent of the home 
healthcare aides caring for our loved 
ones at home, 29 percent of physicians, 
23 percent of pharmacists. They are 
taking care of us. They are keeping us 
healthy. 

Not only that. They are our entre-
preneurs. They are the ones who are 
starting our businesses. Right now, 25 
percent of new firms in America are 
opened by first-generation immigrants. 
The New American Economy reports 
that over 3 million immigrant entre-
preneurs employ almost 8 million 
American workers across the Nation. 

It is immigrants and the children of 
immigrants, who we have just heard, 
who come and serve in Congress, but 
they also start over half of all Fortune 
500 companies. Yet, they are subject to 
the hatred that brought tears to my 
colleague’s eyes. It is not right. 

They are subject to that hatred in 
order to detract us from talking about 
what we need to talk about. What we 
need to talk about is, what we have 
been doing in this Congress when we 
passed the American Rescue Plan. 

Instead of going back and being able 
to tell your communities that we 
passed the American Rescue Plan, help 
is on the way, we are going to be put-
ting shots in arms, and we are going to 
get people back to work and kids back 
in schools—they don’t want to talk 
about that. They want to talk about 
that border. That border is not threat-
ening any of us, but that is what they 
want to talk about because they don’t 
want to get to the work at hand. 

But we are going to get to the work 
at hand, and we are going to push to in-
clude immigration in the reconcili-
ation. 

We heard earlier discussions about 
the manner in which families have 
been torn apart and separated at the 
border by the Trump administration. I 
have a bill that will not only reunify 

those families, but, as a mea culpa, as 
a way of saying we are sorry, we will 
make sure that they actually receive a 
visa and that they receive the kind of 
care that we must do whenever you 
traumatize a young child. They need 
that help. 

We are also going to push to make 
sure that everyone who pays taxes re-
ceives the child tax credit. Those im-
migrant families are working, they are 
paying their taxes, and they were not 
getting the benefit of the child tax 
credit. We are going to make sure that 
we push for that and argue for that. We 
are going to make sure that we high-
light who our immigrant brothers and 
sisters are, because they are us. 

I want to remind us here today that 
back when this country was founded, 
even with all of its faults and flaws and 
original sins in how we started, that 
even back then, when our Founders 
talked about what this House should 
look like, they said that it should be a 
mirror, a portrait of America. They 
said that we should make sure that 
Congress has the right to pass the laws 
regarding how we vote us into office, 
because they did not trust those 
States. This was back at the founding. 
They did not trust those States be-
cause they knew that they would fight 
against having our House look like a 
miniature of the American people, a 
portrait. 

That is the other thing that we are 
going to fight to do, to make sure that 
we get the voting rights in H.R. 1 
passed and H.R. 4 passed, because that 
is how we also continue to push for im-
migration reform. We know America 
wants it. We talked about those polls, 
83 percent, 67 percent. There is great, 
great support for that. It is only be-
cause we are not able to truly exercise 
our democratic values of self-govern-
ance that we have not yet passed it. 

But we have this moment in rec-
onciliation. We have this moment. It is 
a priority of the Congressional Pro-
gressive Caucus. It is a priority of the 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus. It is a 
priority of so many of our colleagues. 
So I am incredibly hopeful. 

I am looking forward to listening to 
the President’s words, after a recent 
meeting with the Congressional His-
panic Caucus, to tell us that he will 
also be supporting this. 

We call upon the Senate to support 
immigration reform in the reconcili-
ation act. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

b 2000 

ISSUES OF THE DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. GAETZ) 
for 30 minutes. 

Mr. GAETZ. Madam Speaker, the 
gentlewoman from New Mexico said 
that the border is not threatening to 
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us, that those who would cross our bor-
der illegally carry with them their 
laughter and poetry. 

Unfortunately, laughter and poetry 
is not the only thing they are bringing. 
On the edges of that laughter, they are 
carrying COVID, more and more of 
them, unable to be tested, screened, 
vaccinated because so many are being 
invited across our border illegally it is 
straining the flow. 

In their poetry, they are carrying the 
rhymes of MS–13; and in their bags, 
they are carrying too much fentanyl, 
too much death for our fellow Ameri-
cans. 

I listened carefully as the gentle-
woman from Washington smeared our 
CBP officers as racist, which is quite 
something considering how many of 
them are non-White. 

I spent time with them recently. My 
colleague who is with me this evening, 
Congresswoman GREENE, spent time 
with many of our CBP officers re-
cently, and they are patriotic Ameri-
cans who deserve better from every 
Member of Congress than they just 
heard. 

The gentlewoman from Washington 
also talked about her visit to a Federal 
detention facility under President 
Trump. Imagine that. A Republican 
President, a Democrat Congresswoman, 
and a desire to oversee and inspect the 
operations of our government. I am 
glad that Ms. JAYAPAL, the gentle-
woman from Washington, was afforded 
that opportunity. 

But, unfortunately, today I was not. 
Congresswoman GREENE was not. Con-
gressman GOHMERT, Congressman 
GOSAR. We were labeled trespassers by 
Federal employees of the Federal Bu-
reau of Prisons. 

Now, there is a great deal I want to 
discuss about the need for oversight 
with the Federal Bureau of Prisons, 
specific circumstances regarding Janu-
ary 6 detainees, but before having that 
thorough discussion, I would yield to 
my colleague, the gentlewoman from 
Georgia (Mrs. GREENE) to offer any re-
marks regarding the 
mischaracterizations of our brave Bor-
der Patrol officers and the crisis at our 
border that Democrats would ignore as 
they create a pathway for citizenship 
for people who did not come here le-
gally. I yield to the gentlewoman. 

Mrs. GREENE of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, it was very concerning to me 
to hear my colleague describe Border 
Patrol as treating people that are com-
ing across our border illegally, dif-
ferently because of their skin color, be-
cause that is not what I witnessed in 
my recent visit at the border of Cali-
fornia and Mexico. 

As a matter of fact, I am very proud 
to report to this House and to the 
American people that the Border Pa-
trol agents that I spoke with and 
talked to, that the detention facility 
that I visited is amazing, and I am very 
proud of our country. 

America is the most generous coun-
try in the world. There is no other 

country on this planet that allows hun-
dreds of thousands of people to try to 
enter their country, cross their border 
against their laws, and then treat them 
so well. 

The detention center I visited in 
California houses 1,100 illegal aliens at 
the cost of $73 million to the American 
taxpayers, and that detention facility 
was immaculate. 

The people being held in this deten-
tion center have the right to talk to 
attorneys any time they want. They 
have an entire library filled with books 
and resources and computers so that 
they can educate themselves. They 
have translators of every language 
whenever they need them. They have 
food, they can request food any time 
they want to eat. They can go outside 
in the fresh air and the sunshine any 
time they want to. 

They have laundry facilities. They 
have a gym. They have a full-sized bas-
ketball court. It was beautiful. They 
have iPads that they can speak 
through FaceTime technology to their 
family members and their attorneys 
any time they need to while they await 
their request for amnesty or while they 
await their court date because they 
broke laws in our country. 

These are illegal aliens that are not 
taxpayers, that are not citizens, and 
they are treated so well. But my good 
colleague here from Florida and I, 
along with our other colleagues, Con-
gressman LOUIE GOHMERT, Congress-
man PAUL GOSAR, we visited a Federal 
prison right here in Washington, D.C. 
today where we were told in the lobby 
that we were trespassing. 

As Members of Congress, it is our 
duty for oversight over these types of 
facilities. We vote to fund them, and it 
is our duty and our right to go there 
and check on the circumstances of peo-
ple and the type of facility and the 
maintenance and the order and the 
care that the inmates are receiving. 

I know this is something that is par-
ticularly of interest to you and some of 
your colleagues, but today we didn’t 
see that. As a matter of fact, I would 
say the lobby of this prison was not in 
anywhere near the conditions as far as 
cleanliness and order that I saw in the 
detention center in California. 

I yield back to Mr. GAETZ to explain 
that further. 

Mr. GAETZ. I thank the gentle-
woman for yielding. We have an obliga-
tion here to approach issues in a bipar-
tisan fashion when it is opportune. 

On the issue of prison reform, Repub-
licans and Democrats joined together 
to pass the First Step Act. It was, in 
fact, the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. JEFFRIES) who led the Democrat 
effort in that endeavor. 

The essence of that is equality and 
access to information. Republican ad-
ministrations shouldn’t bar Democrats 
from being able to have reasonable ob-
servations of the ongoing workings of 
our government and, similarly, the 
Biden government should not have the 
opportunity to exclude Republicans. 

It begs the question why were we 
there. Following January 6, which was 
not a good day for our country, which 
included violence that all of us con-
demn, there has been an unprecedented 
targeting of Americans who have a par-
ticular viewpoint. 

Their bank records are turned over to 
Federal authorities by financial insti-
tutions they thought they could trust. 
They have seen themselves ripped from 
their bed at night, pulled out of their 
places of employment, harassed, ques-
tioned. 

Many of these people were not even 
in Washington, D.C. on January 6, but 
maybe they forwarded the wrong e- 
mail or liked the wrong photo or 
shared the wrong meme. 

What is happening in America where 
we take these exquisite national secu-
rity authorities and we turn them in-
ward on our own people? 

We have two principal areas of con-
cern. First, are the January 6 detainees 
given access to evidence? We don’t pre-
judge for a moment the innocence or 
guilt of anyone beyond the American 
principle that everyone is innocent 
until proven guilty. 

But access to exculpatory evidence 
could show interesting things. It could 
show that there was a difference be-
tween those who believed they were 
being part of a fully peaceful endeavor 
and those who might have been ani-
mating violence. 

The 14,000 hours of tape could also 
show us who was animating that vio-
lence, whether they were connected in 
any way, directed in any way by Fed-
eral agencies. 

It raises great suspicion that we are 
not able to get access to this informa-
tion as Members of Congress. It raises 
even more suspicion that people de-
prived of their liberty right now, in the 
absence of any conviction, cannot get 
that very information. 

The second category of concern deals 
with the treatment of people in our 
Federal facilities. As Congresswoman 
GREENE and I arrived at the Federal fa-
cility in Washington today, we did not 
prejudge whether all of the people in 
that facility were January 6 detainees 
or might have been there for some 
other reason. 

I often find on a congressional dele-
gation you learn a lot maybe that you 
didn’t particularly even show up to 
learn by virtue of having boots on the 
ground and having that real-time, ef-
fective, roll-up-your-sleeves style of 
oversight. 

We have heard unconfirmed reports 
of beatings, of deprivation of access to 
nutrition, to religious services, to 
counsel. As I stand here today on the 
floor, I am embarrassed to have to 
admit to my constituents, I don’t know 
the answers to those questions because 
the Attorney General won’t answer 
them. 

He won’t show up in the Judiciary 
Committee for an oversight hearing. 
He won’t show up to the Oversight 
Committee. When we show up at the 
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Department of Justice, he won’t an-
swer our questions, and when we show 
up at the Federal Bureau of Prisons, 
instead of giving answers, instead of 
providing a tour, which is exactly what 
Republican and Democrat administra-
tions have done in years past, they said 
we were the problem. 

It begs the question, why would peo-
ple charged with misdemeanors be held 
in a Federal facility if otherwise that 
same Federal indexing would result in 
release with the bail system or on 
someone’s own recognizance or with 
supervised release. 

Congresswoman GREENE, here’s my 
concern and hypothesis that I hope 
isn’t true, that this Biden government 
wants so badly to have the specter of 
January 6 function as some sort of 
basis to continue targeting our fellow 
Americans that they would use people 
as political props, that they would de-
viate from otherwise standard prac-
tices in sentencing and in pretrial be-
havior so that they can continue this 
fiction that somehow we are under this 
grave national security threat from 
MAGA or white supremacy or America 
First or whatever the new smear of the 
day is. 

I yield to the gentlewoman from 
Georgia for the purpose of engaging in 
a colloquy with me. 

Congresswoman, do you have a per-
spective on why the Department of 
Justice and the Federal Bureau of Pris-
ons seem so willing to deviate from 
their normal practices with these oth-
erwise pedestrian crimes in the in-
stances of people who did not engage in 
violence? 

Mrs. GREENE of Georgia. Mr. GAETZ, 
I believe that is a great question. My 
fear is that this country, our agen-
cies—the FBI, the Department of Jus-
tice, and other agencies, intelligence 
agencies—are taking a two-tiered track 
to justice in the United States of 
America, one where Trump supporters 
are being targeted—these are the sto-
ries we are hearing over and over and 
over again, which is why we are asking 
questions; questions need to be asked— 
compared to the catch-and-release that 
we have seen with antifa and BLM. 

You see, I haven’t heard stories of big 
tech combing through antifa and 
BLM’s social media pages, their 
friends’ pages, their family’s pages, 
reading text messages. I haven’t heard 
stories, I haven’t seen it on the news. 

I would like to see it if there are 
some, but I have not heard stories of 
antifa members and BLM members who 
rioted in the streets, who looted, who 
attacked police officers, Federal monu-
ments, police precincts. 

I haven’t heard stories of them being 
kept in jail for long periods of time 
with no idea of when their court date 
is. I haven’t heard stories of Repub-
lican Members of Congress sharing bail 
bond links, encouraging fund-raising to 
get these January 6 detainees out of 
jail. 

You see, I haven’t heard those sto-
ries, and I am interested if there are 

some, but I haven’t heard them. I have 
only heard the stories targeted at 
Trump supporters and people that com-
mitted violence here at the Capitol. 

Another question that I have, Mr. 
GAETZ, and maybe you have seen it. I 
haven’t. I haven’t seen or heard of one 
of these detainees or any of the arrests 
charged with insurrection, yet this is 
the term that we hear over and over 
again. But do you know, Mr. GAETZ, if 
there have been any charges of insur-
rection? 

Mr. GAETZ. I thank the gentle-
woman for yielding back. I am unaware 
of any such charge. The charges that 
concern me most are the charges that 
are misdemeanor in nature that would 
normally result in a very quick pass 
through the criminal justice system, 
and then having someone go on with 
their lives. 

Those charges are resulting in en-
hanced confinement, conditions that 
are not observable, and civil rights 
that are not identifiable when we are 
inquisitive to the United States De-
partment of Justice. 

The gentlewoman from Georgia com-
pares, perhaps improperly, the BLM 
riots of the past summer with the cir-
cumstances of January 6. I mean, doz-
ens of people died as a result of the 
BLM riots. This was not the case at the 
Capitol. We are not for violence of any 
kind. 

There are plenty of places in the 
world, like Cuba, where political vio-
lence is necessary. By the way, the 
very same BLM crowd that was burn-
ing down America, that was calling 
this Nation racist, they have totally 
embraced the Cuban regime. So I guess 
socialism runs thicker than politics, 
runs thicker than blood, for sure. 

So with the Department of Justice 
under, frankly, both President Trump 
and President Biden unwilling to treat 
the BLM terrorism for what it was, to 
then turn on people who potentially 
were not violent, charging them, hold-
ing them, depriving them of the normal 
array of civil rights that we would af-
ford any American, it does make it 
harder to make the American case to 
the world. 

We have already seen global leaders 
suggest that whatever their human 
rights violations, hey, America’s got 
folks from January 6 locked up, so 
Vladimir Putin can kill his enemies, so 
other despots can justify the horren-
dous things they do to their people. 

In the words of one of our late, great 
chairmen in this body, we are better 
than this. We should be better than 
this. 

But we did not find better today. 
Today we found a Federal Government 
that was arrogant and recalcitrant. 

b 2015 
Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-

tlewoman from Georgia (Mrs. GREENE) 
to perhaps opine on the conditions we 
think people might be suffering based 
on the attitude we encountered today. 

Mrs. GREENE of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for 
yielding. 

My concern is this, Madam Speaker: 
We let the jail know that we would be 
there, just like we let the Department 
of Justice know that we were coming 
ahead of time. We have sent letters and 
asked many questions. 

The questions I had today were sim-
ple questions, just questions about 
what time do they get their food? What 
kind of food do they get? Do they have 
access to religious materials or a cler-
gyman or woman of their choice? Sim-
ple questions. When do they get to go 
outside? I just had simple questions 
like that. 

Of course, being in this Chamber 
when January 6 happened, it was a day 
that I did not like. I was very upset by 
it. I was scared by it. There have been 
over 500 people charged for things that 
they had done here at the Capitol. And 
I am very much interested in their 
right to due process, and they deserve 
their day in court. 

But the issue for me is this: I just 
couldn’t believe the defiance in the at-
titude of the people that worked in the 
prison, because I never saw that atti-
tude in any other place that I visited 
as a Member of Congress, which hasn’t 
been long. Of course, it has only been 7 
months. But when I visited the deten-
tion center in California, all of the peo-
ple there were so proud of where they 
work and the job that they are doing 
and how they are taking care of the il-
legal aliens that are being kept at the 
detention center. But we didn’t see 
that in the people that work there. 

As a matter of fact, we saw an atti-
tude in front of cameras, in front of the 
press. They gave us an attitude of defi-
ance and told us that we were tres-
passing. And then when we walked out-
side to speak to the person who we 
thought was a supervisor, they locked 
the door and would not let us back in. 
We were simply there not only to ask 
questions about the January 6 detain-
ees, but also just about the prison over-
all because this is an important part of 
our job, oversight as Members of Con-
gress. 

So that was really concerning to me, 
that they would display this behavior 
in front of the press that we had no 
right to be there, that we were tres-
passers and they locked us out. So that 
gives me great concern that they don’t 
care about what anyone thinks and 
they give no authority to Members of 
Congress. 

Mr. GAETZ. And speaking of not car-
ing, would the gentlewoman reflect on 
her concern about showing up at the 
Department of Justice and being de-
prived of access even to the lobby for a 
meeting with a senior official like the 
Attorney General. 

I yield to the gentlewoman from 
Georgia (Mrs. GREENE). 

Mrs. GREENE of Georgia. Yes. That 
was my first time visiting the Depart-
ment of Justice, and we had let them 
know ahead of time, Mr. GAETZ, Mr. 
GOHMERT, Mr. GOSAR, Mr. BIGGS, and I, 
many of us had let them know. We 
have been asking questions for months. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:57 Jul 30, 2021 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00034 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K29JY7.070 H29JYPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
12

0R
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H4287 July 29, 2021 
We let them know about our visit, and 
we are standing on the sidewalk out-
side the door, and we weren’t even al-
lowed past the bike racks to even go 
near the door. And then we weren’t 
even invited into the lobby while we 
waited to find out if there was someone 
we could speak to. 

Now, for me that was concerning. I 
have had a lot of death threats. I have 
had all kinds of threats on my life, my 
husband, my children, terrifying 
things. And as we were standing on the 
sidewalk, I could see many people com-
ing down going each way. And I 
couldn’t believe that. I was like why 
would the Department of Justice leave 
Members of Congress out here on the 
sidewalk in the open in the middle of a 
city and not bring us in the lobby just 
to wait to see if we had questions an-
swered. And not only as a Member of 
Congress but as a woman, I just 
couldn’t understand why we were left 
out there. 

So that was very alarming to me. 
And then just to be never given an an-
swer; no one to come and speak to us. 
We just had simple questions. They’re 
not difficult questions. We are just ask-
ing how this is being investigated. And 
then we want to know why are these 
other riots not being investigated, be-
cause that truly affected the American 
people. 

You see, January 6 affected the Cap-
itol and Congress, but all the riots all 
year long affected the American peo-
ple. It affected their businesses that 
they worked so hard in. It affected 
their jobs. It affected their commu-
nities. It burned their communities. It 
cost them so much money. There are 
many people that died. There are offi-
cers that have injuries that they will 
never recover from and billions and bil-
lions of dollars in damage. So I am 
very concerned about that two-tier 
track justice system that should not 
exist in our country because, Mr. 
GAETZ, this is the type of stuff we see 
in Communist China, Communist Cuba, 
and I have great concern and fear of 
that in the United States of America. 

Mr. GAETZ: It certainly is some-
thing, having listened to our Demo-
cratic colleagues for years suggest that 
President Trump was this grave danger 
to our institutions, that our institu-
tions would fall under a time of rising 
economic activity and a rising sense of 
patriotism, and more productive sec-
tors of our economy growing. But it 
seems to me that the Biden adminis-
tration is doing far more damage to 
our institutions by concealing their ac-
tions, by deviating from normal stand-
ards of justice and process, and by hav-
ing an approach that is more indicative 
of regimes that don’t really respect 
checks and balances and balance of 
power and institutional development 
and growth. 

I note that we are joined by the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT.) 
Judge Gohmert has spent time on the 
bench, and is now a senior member of 
the House Judiciary Committee. As a 

judge he has toured a number of correc-
tions facilities. As a senior member of 
the Judiciary Committee he has been 
involved in drafting legislation that 
deal with our Federal prison system. 
And he joined Congresswoman GREENE 
and I both at the Department of Jus-
tice and at the Federal Bureau of Pris-
ons facility today and received pre-
cisely the same treatment we did. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) to 
reflect on those experiences. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, I 
thank my friend from Florida for yield-
ing. I was quite shocked at the treat-
ment we received. When people who 
have oversight and are responsible for 
voting to fund or not fund Federal fa-
cilities like the one we visited, I am 
not used to having somebody make 
such an overt effort to hide everything 
they are doing to the extent that they 
would lure us outside so they could 
lock the door. And there were lawyers, 
there were defendants, there were peo-
ple going through the main entrance 
we did, yet because we are Members of 
Congress, they locked the door after 
accusing us of being trespassers, which 
is a crime. And so, we may want to 
look at who it is that was calling us 
trespassers. Obviously they have got 
some serious training that they need to 
go through. 

But this is nothing new and this has 
nothing to do with January 6, other 
than we have been alerted that there 
are people that are being mistreated. 

I have been alerted to people being 
mistreated before and took action to 
see if that was true. I don’t care what 
their political leanings are. If they are 
being mistreated, then something 
needs to be done. 

Back when President George W. Bush 
was in office and there were abuses by 
the Justice Department, I was com-
pletely on the side of the Democrats. 
There is no place for that kind of 
thing, abusing people’s civil rights. 
And we have been belittled here on the 
House floor, all of us here, and accused 
of trying to belittle what occurred on 
January 6. No, there were some atro-
cious things that happened, and there 
needs to be punishment for that. But 
there is and has been concern that 
there were people that didn’t even 
know they were doing anything wrong, 
and in some cases were not doing any-
thing wrong have had their homes in-
vaded and had their door busted open. 

One constituent last week called my 
office here in Washington to say that 
she was in east Texas on January 5, 6, 
and 7, all relevant times. She had no 
thought of coming to Washington. She 
did have a picture of Trump on 
Facebook. Her nephew texted her: Hey, 
I saw this picture. The FBI is asking 
who it is, and I wondered if maybe she 
looked familiar. 

And apparently, it looked very simi-
lar to this woman, and he thought his 
aunt would get a kick out of that, so he 
sends the text with this picture. And 
she says: Gee, it does look like me. 
LOL. Don’t turn me in. 

Days later she has a visit from two 
FBI agents who demand to know where 
she was January 6. 

Well, now as I understand it, the only 
contact she had with the events of Jan-
uary 6 was her nephew sending her that 
text message. And then FBI agents 
show up. She was not that woman, and 
you could see the difference. But some-
body had to have been monitoring 
those text messages. 

That was something that got me bent 
out of shape back in the second term of 
President Bush. You can’t just go spy-
ing on American citizens. It is not 
right. And I guess it is possible that 
they got a FISA warrant to spy on an 
American citizen, but I would have 
hoped that the FISA judges would be a 
little more circumspect after we found 
out how abusive those FISA judges 
have been with just signing off on any-
thing the DOJ wants in the way of war-
rants. 

The Constitution requires specificity, 
particularity. You have got to describe 
the thing to be searched, the thing to 
be seized. And we had seen from one 
that WikiLeaks let go on Verizon, they 
said: Yeah, we just want everything 
Verizon has. 

And the judge said: Oh, they want ev-
erything Verizon has on its customers; 
okay. Signs the warrant. 

We cannot keep a republic with 
judges that have that much disdain or 
inconsideration of the Constitution 
they are sworn to follow. And the fact 
that no FISA judge got bent out of 
shape after being lied to by DOJ and 
the FBI is another indication we have 
got a tremendous amount of cleaning 
up to do to save our republic. 

I appreciate my friend for the time, 
and I appreciate you having this Spe-
cial Order and allowing me to partici-
pate. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GAETZ. Madam Speaker, at this 

time I seek unanimous consent that all 
Members participating in this Special 
Order may have 5 legislative days to 
revise and extend their remarks and 
submit extraneous material. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GAETZ. Madam Speaker, I be-

lieve this brings us to the conclusion of 
our Special Order time. I thank my col-
leagues for participating. I vow that we 
will continue to press these questions 
and to demand accountability and 
transparency from an administration 
that seems out of control. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Cheryl L. Johnson, Clerk of the 
House, reported that on July 21, 2021, 
she presented to the President of the 
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bills: 

H.R. 26. To amend the Consolidated Appro-
priations Act, 2021, to correct a provision on 
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