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you don’t have the boxes so that people 
can simply drop—safe and secure, by 
the way—safely and securely drop their 
ballots off in various places around the 
county? You are not making it easier. 
You are making it more difficult under 
the guise of making it easier. 

So I contend that these Democrats 
who have traversed this great distance, 
who have come to Washington, D.C. as 
a means of showing the world that 
there are still people who will take a 
stand for liberty and justice for all, for 
government of the people, by the peo-
ple, for the people, and protect the 
right to vote. They are defenders of the 
democracy when they do this, because 
the very seat of democracy, the very 
thing that democracy resides upon is 
the notion of having a free and fair 
election. You can’t have a free and fair 
election if you don’t have equal access 
to the polls. 

You can’t have a free and fair elec-
tion if you don’t have the opportunity 
to register and vote without certain 
impediments to your registering to 
vote. That would create a poll tax. Let 
me explain. 

I went to the polls in Texas to test 
the system that was in place. I tried to 
vote with my congressional ID card, 
the card that I can use to vote on 
issues related to the budget of the 
United States of America; the card 
that I can use to vote on issues related 
to war and peace. I could not vote with 
it. I tested the system. I did have the 
proper credentials, but I wanted to test 
the system. 

The system required me, if I am 
going to acquire the ID in Texas to 
vote, it required me to get my birth 
certificate. If you live in Texas, you 
can get this ID at no cost. But I was 
born in Louisiana. I live there, but I 
was born in Louisiana. Persons who 
were born in Texas, you can get the ID 
at no cost. I applied for my ID in Lou-
isiana. 

There were some complications with 
my birth certificate. To this day, I 
have not received the ID that I applied 
for; and that was years ago. The point 
is this: If we are going to have an ID 
card and contend that it is free to per-
sons who cannot afford the cost of an 
ID card, we have to make sure that it 
is free for persons who are not born in 
Texas who don’t have access to birth 
certificates, who will have to send out 
of State. 

In this country, we don’t conclude 
that you should pay a fee to vote, even 
if that fee is to get a birth certificate. 
I contend that this is a way of having 
a new form of a poll tax. Knowing that 
college students in the State of Texas 
who want to vote in the State of Texas 
to get a proper ID to vote, if it is going 
to be a State ID or an ID that they 
don’t have for Texas purposes, they 
will have to get some form of birth cer-
tificate or proof of birth in the State of 
Texas or in this country. They have to 
present this. 

They know that college students 
can’t present it if they were from Cali-

fornia and they are in Texas and they 
have a California identification that 
does not necessarily require the birth 
certificate, then they don’t accept this. 
There is a list of the things that can be 
accepted, and college student IDs have 
been excluded from the list. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand here today sa-
luting them for what they have done, 
understanding that they are doing all 
that they can to make a difference, and 
understanding that they are appealing 
to us, the Members of this House, to 
help them, to be a part of their effort 
to get H.R. 1 and H.R. 4 passed here so 
as to prevent those in Texas who would 
thwart the rights of persons to vote 
from being able to do so if we can pass 
some of our legislation. 

One piece of legislation, H.R. 4, is ex-
ceedingly important, because H.R. 4 
will bring back the opportunity for 
people in the State of Texas to chal-
lenge changes in laws without a 
preclearance by the Justice Depart-
ment or a Federal court that might be 
here in Washington, D.C. 

H.R. 4 would restore the Voting 
Rights Act that was eviscerated when 
section 4 of the Voting Rights Act was 
found unconstitutional. When it was 
eliminated, eviscerated, if you will, it 
emasculated section 5 of the Voting 
Rights Act. Section 4 was the coverage 
area, so that section 5 could then re-
quire these other things that would 
help persons who are trying to prevent 
States like Texas from doing things 
that were egregious as it relates to the 
right to vote. 

Section 4 would be restored, and as a 
result, we would again have coverage 
for States like Texas, States like Texas 
in Harris County where I live, that had 
White primaries. The State of Texas 
had these White primaries and a man 
named Lonnie Smith took the State of 
Texas all the way to the Supreme 
Court to challenge White primaries. 
The White primaries were set aside. 
The Supreme Court said: You can’t do 
that. 

Well, in an adjoining county, there 
were White pre-primaries. The State of 
Texas has been a bad actor for a long 
time. These persons who have come 
here, these noble freedom fighters have 
come here to solicit our support and 
our help. And I hope that the United 
States Senate will at some point elimi-
nate the filibuster. But if not, I trust 
that there will be 60 persons who will 
help us get to cloture so that we can 
take up H.R. 1 and H.R. 4, laws that 
will help us restore the right to vote 
for all of Americans without these im-
pediments that are being imposed in 
States across the country. 

To honor them, we have a resolution 
that we are filing. This resolution is 
going to honor them for what they 
have done in coming to Washington, 
D.C. It will honor them for the stand 
that they have taken. This resolution 
will be signed by the members of the 
Texas Democratic delegation and filed 
with the House of Representatives. 

We also are sending a letter to the 
President of the United States, a sec-

ond letter, asking the President to 
please meet with them, not in person, 
but meet with them virtually. Meet 
with them and hear their hue and their 
cry, their appeal for help. I am sure the 
President understands the issue, so it 
is not about convincing the President. 
It is about letting them have the op-
portunity to speak and letting the 
President know that they stand firm 
on the grounds of providing liberty and 
justice for all, government of the peo-
ple, by the people, for the people. 

Finally, I am here this afternoon, be-
cause I believe that we all have to be 
accountable for what we do. I believe 
that we all have to, at some point, an-
swer for the positions that we have or 
have not taken. I am here representing 
not only myself but other Democrats 
who could not be here. They are per-
sons who support what we are doing. 
They are persons who are members of 
the Texas Democratic delegation. 

They have demonstrated that they 
are standing in solidarity with the 
members from Texas who are here rep-
resenting those in Texas who believe 
that there should not be these laws 
passed to thwart the efforts to vote. 
But the members of the Texas Demo-
cratic delegation are standing abso-
lutely, totally, and completely in soli-
darity with the Texas State represent-
atives who are here. And my hope is, 
that as we stand in solidarity with 
them, we will at some point achieve 
our goal. Our goal is simply this: to 
make sure that in Texas we have free 
and fair elections. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE 
HONORABLE JERRY LEWIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from California (Mr. CAL-
VERT) for 30 minutes. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to 

our esteemed former colleague, Jerry 
Lewis, the longest-serving California 
Republican in the history of the House, 
who on a personal level, was my good 
friend and mentor. 

On July 15, Jerry passed from this 
life into the next. For the last 86 years, 
Jerry lived a full life. He made an ex-
traordinary impact throughout the In-
land Empire community he loved so 
dearly, leaving it in a far better posi-
tion than when his decades of public 
service began. 

When I was first elected to this body 
in November of 1992, Jerry was one of 
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the first people I turned to for guid-
ance. As I embarked on this new path, 
it just so happened that this exciting 
time in my life coincided with a rare 
low point for Jerry, who just lost his 
leadership position as Conference chair 
following the election. 

Well, Jerry’s loss turned out to be 
my gain as I was able to hire a number 
of Republican Conference staff mem-
bers. From that moment forward, our 
offices shared a very tight bond, both 
personally and professionally, that 
would endure for decades. 

Personally, I couldn’t have asked for 
a better person to learn from. Jerry 
possessed a deep understanding of the 
needs of his district, and he methodi-
cally found opportunities to align Fed-
eral resources that could help address 
them. 

In order to achieve his goals, Jerry 
recognized the importance of working 
across the aisle and being bipartisan, 
the realization that was, no doubt, 
aided by Jerry’s first 16 years in the 
House as a member of the minority 
party. Jerry worked with whoever he 
needed in order to deliver results for 
the people who sent him here. 

He demonstrated that if you don’t 
care how it gets done, or who gets cred-
it for it, you can actually get a lot ac-
complished around here. Jerry’s com-
munity benefited in countless ways be-
cause of his leadership. Thanks to his 
efforts, veterans and other residents 
have received better care at the VA 
Loma Linda Healthcare System and 
the Loma Linda University Medical 
Center. 

b 1345 
Students have greater opportunities, 

thanks to his support for STEM edu-
cation at the Apple Valley Science and 
Technology Center, which was later re-
named the Lewis Center for Edu-
cational Research. The entire region is 
safer, protected from flooding, thanks 
to the construction of Seven Oaks 
Dam. I could go on and on. 

Jerry may no longer be with us, but 
the tremendous size and scope of his 
life will endure and continue to make 
impacts for many years and many gen-
erations. 

In 2005, Jerry became the first Cali-
fornian to serve as chairman of the 
House Appropriations Committee. He 
was incredibly proud to fill this hon-
ored position. 

Jerry understood his time in that 
role was finite. He was determined to 
use that precious time to make a dif-
ference for his country, State, and dis-
trict. 

In May 2007, I was fortunate enough 
to join Jerry as a member of the Ap-
propriations Committee. 

In addition to his affection for the 
district, the body, and the Appropria-
tions Committee, Jerry had a deep ap-
preciation for his staff. His office was 
like a family. Jerry had many longtime 
staff members, a clear sign of mutual 
admiration. 

Jerry’s greatest love, of course, was 
reserved for who he always affection-

ately referred to as ‘‘his bride,’’ Arlene. 
Along with their dog, Bruin, the couple 
was inseparable. 

I will always treasure the time I 
spent together with Jerry and Arlene, 
especially Wednesday nights at the 
Capitol Hill Club for prime rib night 
and our regular get-together for Mexi-
can food at La Lomita here on Capitol 
Hill. 

I extend my heartfelt condolences to 
Arlene, the Lewis family, and all the 
former Lewis office staff members. 
Like all of you, I simply cannot imag-
ine our lives without Jerry and the in-
credible influence he had upon me. 

I know he is looking down at all of us 
with that smile and chuckle, saying: 
‘‘Enough now, get back to work, 
Kenny.’’ 

Godspeed, Jerry. We will take it from 
here. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. PELOSI). 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Mr. CALVERT for calling this Special 
Order in honor of our former colleague, 
Jerry Lewis. 

As fellow Californians, we were his 
friends and know what a loss it is to us 
that he is now looking down on us. 
Maybe that is what is needed. That is 
the plus. 

Mr. Speaker, I join my colleagues 
from California—again, thanking Mr. 
CALVERT—to honor a fierce and fearless 
champion of the Golden State, our late 
cherished colleague, Congressman 
Jerry Lewis. 

Jerry Lewis lived a life dedicated to 
California, from serving on the San 
Bernardino City School Board to his 
decade in the California Assembly to 
his 34 years representing Inland Empire 
communities in the U.S. Congress. 

It was when he was in the assembly 
that I got to know him over 40 years 
ago. I was the chair of the Northern 
California Democratic Party, and he 
was on the committee of jurisdiction 
that was viewing legislation of concern 
to voter participation in our State. 

He always had that smile. He was al-
ways very inviting of ideas, very wel-
coming. I was brand new in the polit-
ical arena, had hardly been involved in 
California politics, and so his warm 
welcome then is something I always re-
member. When we served together in 
Congress, we both remembered it well. 
Jerry and I were friends, again, for a 
long time. 

Then, in Congress, we served on the 
Appropriations Committee, where he 
took great pride in being chair of the 
full committee. How could it be that he 
was the first chair of the committee 
from California? He described it as a 
milestone beyond his wildest dreams. 

Mr. AGUILAR, who is here for bipar-
tisan remembrances of Jerry, is part of 
the Appropriations Committee, and we 
had our own culture and bipartisanship 
there over the years. 

Jerry took great pride in running the 
committee because he knew of its 
power to make a difference in the lives 
of the people he represented. It was al-

ways important to him to reach across 
the aisle because, in his words: ‘‘The 
more we can talk to each other as indi-
viduals and human beings, the better 
off the institution is going to be and 
the more responsive it is going to be.’’ 

When we look around California, we 
see Jerry’s legacy. We see it in the can-
cer research center he established at 
Loma Linda University Medical Cen-
ter; in San Bernardino National Forest, 
which he helped to protect; and the 
Lewis Center for Educational Research, 
exploring the night sky. We see his 
monument in so many tributes that 
bear his name throughout his commu-
nity, from Redlands to Riverside, High-
land to Hesperia. 

It is fitting that Californians were 
able to say good-bye to Jerry at the 
University of Redlands Chapel, in the 
community he so loved. 

Jerry’s unique voice, core values, and 
belief in the promise of America have 
made a difference for California and, 
indeed, for our country. 

May it be a comfort to Jerry’s wife, 
Arlene; their children, Jenifer, Jerry 
Jr., Jeff, and Dan; their grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren; Jerry’s broth-
ers, Ray and John; and all of their 
loved ones, that so many people mourn 
with and pray for them at this sad 
time. 

We will always remember Jerry as a 
great American and a great Califor-
nian. 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
ROGERS). 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise with a heavy heart to 
pay tribute to the memory of that 
longtime friend of ours and colleague 
on the Appropriations Committee, 
which he chaired, former Congressman 
Jerry Lewis from California, who 
passed away July 15, 2021. 

After working in the insurance indus-
try and serving in the California State 
Assembly, Jerry was first elected to 
Congress 2 years before me, in 1978, and 
served his southern California district 
honorably until his retirement in 2013. 

Serving together on the Appropria-
tions Committee for 30 years, Jerry 
and I became friends due to our respect 
and admiration for this body, the com-
mittee itself, and our singular focus on 
doing all we could to serve our con-
stituents back home in our respective 
districts. 

Jerry was a true believer in our com-
mittee, its wielding the power of the 
purse, and ensuring that we were 
spending taxpayers’ hard-earned tax 
dollars wisely. 

He also prided himself in his ability 
to steer Federal funding to his district, 
including funding for critical, life-
saving flood control projects, impor-
tant cancer research, protecting his 
southern California district from 
wildfires, and much, much more. 

Jerry believed that one of the jobs of 
being a Federal Congressman was to be 
sure that his constituents’ voices 
would be heard here on whatever prob-
lem they may be having and that we 
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should spend Federal tax dollars fairly 
on those projects and matters. 

Jerry and I actually found ourselves 
in direct competition twice, each vying 
for the gavel as chairman of the House 
Appropriations Committee. Though he 
won in 2004, I won in 2010. I succeeded 
him as chairman. But we never let 
those races affect our friendship. It was 
never personal. Regardless of the out-
come, we continued to work together 
for the betterment of the country and 
our constituents. 

I thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia for hosting this Special Order, a 
fellow member of the Appropriations 
Committee, Mr. CALVERT, especially 
because of the fact that he is the rank-
ing Republican on the Defense Sub-
committee of the Appropriations Com-
mittee, a key slot, fulfilling, I think, 
the thoughts from Jerry Lewis himself, 
that this gentleman from California 
has a great future in this body. He is 
living up to it. 

I also want to send my thoughts and 
prayers as well to Jerry’s bride, Arlene, 
and the rest of Chairman Lewis’ family 
as they go through this very difficult 
time. 

There have not been many Members 
of this body that were as motivated 
with good thoughts than Jerry Lewis. 
He was a gentleman. He was a forth-
right spokesman for his district in 
California. He was a patriot who be-
lieved in a strong U.S. defense and 
helped to achieve it. 

We will not see the likes of this man, 
I think, again in this body. He was 
super and superior. I consider his 
friendship as one of the golden jewels 
that I will carry with me for the rest of 
my life. 

Godspeed, Jerry Lewis. Our thoughts 
are with you. 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from California (Mr. 
AGUILAR). 

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, as Mr. 
CALVERT can attest, Jerry Lewis was a 
larger-than-life figure. 

Over the course of his four decades of 
public service, Jerry was able to rise 
through the ranks here at the House to 
become the chair of the House Appro-
priations Committee. I notice a lot of 
appropriators here with us today, shar-
ing their memories and paying their re-
spects, as well. 

Mr. Lewis earned the respect of Mem-
bers from both sides of the aisle and 
worked tirelessly to promote our na-
tional defense, care for our veterans, 
and ensure folks back home in my com-
munity and his community of San 
Bernardino County received our fair 
share of resources. 

Jerry was quick to remind people 
that he was a kid from San Bernardino. 
Maybe that is why he liked me a little 
more than he should have, because I 
was a kid from San Bernardino as well. 
But that kid went on to serve his com-
munity by advocating for it in Sac-
ramento and eventually here in these 
halls. 

Too often, our region in California is 
an afterthought. Smaller than our 

neighbors to the west in Los Angeles 
and Orange County, the Inland Empire, 
my home, was always Jerry’s home, 
and we have always had to fight for our 
fair share of resources. 

But Jerry dedicated his career to de-
livering resources for our community, 
and his impact can still be felt on the 
ground today and through the years 
ahead. 

He served as my family’s representa-
tive in Congress for many years. Later, 
I had the opportunity to represent him, 
first as his mayor and then as his rep-
resentative in Congress. 

He often called me ‘‘my mayor.’’ He 
would say: ‘‘How is my mayor doing 
today?’’ when he would see me around 
town, usually when he would see me at 
his favorite spot downtown where he 
was grabbing lunch with his bride. 

I have never shared this story with 
Mr. CALVERT. Jerry and Arlene were 
the first individuals to call me after I 
was appointed to a city council va-
cancy a bunch of years ago. The coun-
cil appointment happened in the 
evening, and they called early in the 
morning Pacific time. They didn’t 
quite wake me up, but it was a morn-
ing hour on the West Coast. They con-
gratulated me on the appointment, and 
Jerry talked about the importance of 
local government making an impact in 
our daily lives. He reminded me that 
serving was a huge honor but also an 
immense obligation and responsibility. 

While our politics, at times, were dif-
ferent, and he was quick to remind me 
of that, I will always be grateful for 
the advice, for the friendship, for the 
time he and Arlene spent with me over 
the years, meeting in his Rayburn of-
fice, back in town, or at community 
events. He was always measured; he 
was always professional; and he always 
put his community first. 

It is a testament to his legacy that 
his colleagues from both sides of the 
aisle are here today to remember him. 

My thoughts continue to be with Ar-
lene and the family. I appreciate his 
contributions and his friendship. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
from California for this Special Order. 

b 1400 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the Democratic leader, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER). 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, if you 
mention Jerry Lewis from California, 
our Jerry Lewis probably wouldn’t be 
the first one you would think of. You 
would think of Dean Martin’s sidekick. 

When I first met Jerry Lewis some 40 
years ago, I guess, now—how long has 
Jerry been gone? Thirty-two years plus 
however long he has been gone—I 
thought of Jerry Lewis. ‘‘Oh, Jerry 
Lewis, yes, he is on the committee.’’ I 
thought of the comedian Jerry Lewis. 

To some degree, Jerry Lewis was a 
comedian. He was a wonderful guy, 
wonderful spirit, a wonderful person. I 
served with him, as I said, for 32 years, 
both in the House of Representatives 
and on the Appropriations Committee. 

Actually, that is not really right. I 
served with him 32 years, but I was 
only on the committee for 23 years be-
fore I became the majority leader in 
2006 and then went off the committee. 

Jerry Lewis is coupled in my 
thoughts with a guy named Vic Fazio, 
who was also from California, who was 
also on the Appropriations Committee, 
who was one of my closest friends and 
still is. I think about the two of them 
because Jerry Lewis and Vic Fazio, for 
a number of years, headed up the Leg-
islative Branch Appropriations Sub-
committee together. They were a team, 
a positive team, a team that agreed 
that this institution was worth pro-
tecting and worth serving. 

As I think of Jerry Lewis, I lament 
the fact—and in doing so, I want to 
thank KEN CALVERT, also a member, 
for seeing me in the hall and saying, 
‘‘Are you doing this Special Order?’’ 
Mr. Speaker, if he hadn’t talked to me, 
I wouldn’t have known, and I wouldn’t 
have gotten this opportunity to speak. 

Much has been said of what he did, 
but what Jerry Lewis and Vic Fazio 
represented were Members who 
thought about the institution, not 
about party. They were representative 
of a large number of people in this body 
who served when I came here in the 
1980s and the 1990s who shared that 
view. TOM COLE is sitting here. He is 
one of those Members that shares that 
view. 

As I think of Jerry Lewis, I lament 
the fact that we have lost the Jerry 
Lewises—not all of them, but too 
many—who made this body a collegial 
body, not a confrontational body. 

That doesn’t mean we didn’t have se-
vere disagreements. I remember Jerry 
Lewis, at one point in time, said, as 
chairman of the committee, he was 
going to move Goddard Space Flight 
Center, which is in my district, some 
3,000 or 4,000 people, to California. We 
had a little tussle about that. The good 
news was that Barbara Mikulski 
chaired the committee in the Senate, 
and the chances of that happening were 
zero. But we had a tussle about that. It 
was a friendly tussle, and I really don’t 
believe he was real. He was just sort of 
getting a little leverage. 

Jerry Lewis was a man of this insti-
tution, the Congress, and of the Con-
stitution. He cared about this country; 
he cared about this institution; and he 
worked positively and constructively 
for both. 

The fact that he was a Republican 
and I was a Democrat was somewhat ir-
relevant. That doesn’t mean it was not 
relevant in terms of our having dif-
ferences. The parties had differences, 
and there were contentious times. At 
that point in time, he was on one side, 
and I was on the other. 

I am, I like to think, a man of the 
House, but I am also a man of the Ap-
propriations Committee. I love the Ap-
propriations Committee. I love the Ap-
propriations Committee because it was 
a committee where compromise, frank-
ly, was easier. 
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Philosophical differences are tougher 

to compromise on. Money is not so 
tough. We have $100. I am in the major-
ity, so I get $60, and you get $40. That 
is relatively easy. It is much, much 
more complicated than that, but it is a 
committee in which you can decide pri-
orities based upon where you want to 
put your money. I think it is a little 
easier than on issues that are deep, 
philosophically held beliefs. 

I wanted to speak, and I thank KEN 
CALVERT for giving me a heads-up that 
this Special Order was happening, be-
cause we need to get back to the Jerry 
Lewises and Vic Fazios. I lament the 
fact that we are so contentious in this 
body. I lament the fact that there is so 
much tension in this body. 

Everybody in this body has been 
elected by their neighbors and friends 
and people who don’t know them be-
cause that is the only way you can get 
here. I, therefore, believe that everyone 
in this body is due respect, even those 
I vigorously disagree with, because 
they have been sent here by the people. 

But we have lost that sense of cama-
raderie, and we have lost the sense 
that, for the most part, we are going to 
work together. 

I came here when Ronald Reagan was 
elected President. I came here in a spe-
cial election. Even though we had con-
tention, and we had the Boll Weevils, 
et cetera, the overwhelming majority 
of the House, Democrats and Repub-
licans, felt like working together. 

I will close with this. I loved Jerry. 
He was my dear, dear friend. What he 
represented, I think, was so important. 
But we have lost the sense that we are 
all working together for the country, 
for the people. 

I don’t mean we have lost it individ-
ually, but it seems to me that the ca-
maraderie and cooperation that existed 
for a long time that I have served in 
this body is very tenuous at best now. 
Very frankly, I think it was made even 
more tenuous in the last administra-
tion. 

I don’t think we are going to get 
back there. Part of it was because the 
Democrats, when I came here, had been 
in charge for about 20 years, and there 
wasn’t a real sense that everything one 
did would change the complexion or 
the control of the House of Representa-
tives. Now that is the case, so it is a lot 
more contentious. People are thinking, 
‘‘If we do this or do that, maybe we 
will win the majority.’’ That was not 
the case then. 

I want to thank Jerry Lewis. I want 
to thank Arlene. I want to thank their 
family for being the kind of people who 
made those of us on the other side of 
the aisle feel like that was just an aisle 
but we were Americans together, Mem-
bers of the House of Representatives 
together, working on behalf of our 
country and our people and to make 
the House of Representatives the kind 
of institution of which the American 
people could be proud. 

Thank you, Jerry Lewis. God bless 
you. 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. 
SCALISE), the Republican whip. 

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, as we re-
member the life of Jerry Lewis, I re-
member the first time that I had the 
opportunity to meet with him. It was 
back in 2005. I was a State representa-
tive from Louisiana, and Hurricane 
Katrina had ravaged the whole New Or-
leans region. 

Thousands of people were out of their 
homes. The city was decimated. The 
whole region was decimated, and we 
were starting to work on a plan to re-
build New Orleans. 

Obviously, there was a big Federal 
role to be played. President Bush had 
committed to help us, but it took ac-
tion from Congress to ultimately make 
that happen, to rebuild the levees so 
that the communities could be pro-
tected, to help people get back in their 
homes. And that brought me to Jerry 
Lewis. 

He met with me and a few other peo-
ple, and he committed to do the things 
that needed to be done to help us get 
back on our feet at our lowest point. 
That is who Jerry Lewis was. 

The city of New Orleans, the people 
of the New Orleans region, owe a great 
debt to Jerry Lewis for the things he 
did, the real action he took to help 
build New Orleans back after Katrina. 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr. 
COLE). 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I think it 
says everything about Jerry Lewis if 
you look at who has come to speak on 
his behalf. We have had the Speaker 
and the majority leader of the House 
from the other party. You have a man 
he squared off against twice for the 
chairmanship of the full committee. 
You have colleagues on both sides. It 
tells you he was a very unusual man 
with very broad appeal. 

I first met Jerry Lewis as a staffer. I 
was the new executive director of the 
NRCC, and I got a call out of the blue 
from one of the most important Repub-
licans in Congress who said, ‘‘Hey, have 
you got time to come over and meet?’’ 
I thought, ‘‘Boy, I am either in trouble 
or something is serious and big.’’ It 
turns out that his deputy chief of staff, 
Letitia White, was married to the 
brother of a good friend of mine. They 
happened to meet at the wedding, and 
he said, ‘‘Hey, there is this kid from 
Oklahoma coming up. You need to get 
to know him.’’ 

Jerry Lewis was the kind of guy who 
reached out to you no matter what. We 
became firm friends from there, long 
before I was in this institution. I used 
to bring people by, particularly clients 
who were running for Congress, to 
meet him because he always helped 
them and always gave them good ad-
vice. 

Then, by happenstance, I had the op-
portunity to come to the Congress of 
the United States. The first person who 
helped me was Jerry Lewis, and the 
first person who gave me good advice 

said, ‘‘Tom, become an appropriator if 
you possibly can.’’ It was Jerry Lewis. 
Then, he helped me get to that spot. 

He was the ranking member, our Re-
publican leader on the committee, and 
guided the decisions I made in terms of 
what positions I would choose, where I 
would go, and what subcommittees I 
would serve on. I always got great ad-
vice, always got tremendous help. 
There was always wisdom in any obser-
vation that he had. 

Like my friends, I am going to miss 
him very, very much. I extend my sym-
pathies to Arlene and the family, but 
this institution lost a great champion. 
We lost a great American. 

God bless him wherever he is now. 
Actually, I know where he is now. God 
bless him. 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
bid farewell to Congressman Jerry Lewis, who 
passed away last week at his home in Red-
lands, California. He was 86. 

His impact on his district, his state, and his 
nation are enormous and will not be forgotten. 

Jerry approached the responsibilities of pub-
lic service seriously. 

He was one of the longest-serving and most 
influential Californians in this chamber’s his-
tory—serving a total of 34 years. 

He was the chair of the Republican Con-
ference, a cardinal, and the chairman of the 
Appropriations Committee. 

Through it all, he was tireless and effective, 
delivering for the people he represented. 

You can see it in his work: 
Improving health care; 
Building dams and the environment; 
Funding education and scientific research; 

and 
Strengthening our national defense and in-

dustrial base. 
Yes, Jerry was a serious legislator. But as 

everyone who knew him will also tell you, he 
never took himself too seriously. 

He was always smiling. 
He loved his wife, Arlene. 
He was an optimist—in politics, in his per-

sonal life, and about the future of our great 
nation. 

That is his legacy. 
Mr. Speaker, the great Italian writer Petrarch 

said that, ‘‘love is the crowning grace of hu-
manity, the golden link which binds us to duty 
and truth, the redeeming principles that rec-
onciles the heart to life.’’ 

I don’t know if Jerry ever read those words, 
but he certainly lived them. 

He was a statesman and a public servant 
who worked hard for his district, his state, and 
his country because he loved them. 

We should always remember that. 
God Bless Arlene and his entire family. 
Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 

honor the life of our former colleague Jerry 
Lewis. 

My colleagues here have spoken to the 
mark he left on the House of Representatives. 
I’d like to take a moment speak to his legacy 
in the California delegation, where he was the 
longest serving Republican in our state’s his-
tory. 

Whether it was as my counterpart as Chair 
of the California Republican Congressional 
Delegation, during his tenure as Republican 
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Conference Chair, or his time as Chairman of 
the Appropriations Committee, Jerry was al-
ways willing to work with his California col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to address 
the needs of our state. 

If Jerry had anything to say about it, Cali-
fornia was getting its fair share. 

During his time in Sacramento he helped 
establish the South Coast Air Quality Manage-
ment District. He understood the need to deal 
with the horrific smog that was plaguing much 
of Southern California, and particularly the In-
land Empire. 

George Miller once pointed out that Jerry 
and he were on opposing sides of legislation 
to create the Mojave Desert National Park, but 
that once the park was created, Jerry imme-
diately turned around and worked with the del-
egation to ensure that the public had access 
and that there would be improvements to the 
park. 

That’s the kind of legislator he was—instead 
of being consumed by what divides us, Jerry 
like to move to the next problem to solve. 

We’ve missed his presence in the House 
over the last decade. Our thoughts are with 
his wife Arlene and his children and grand-
children. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the life and service of our former colleague, 
Congressman Jerry Lewis. Throughout his ca-
reer, Mr. Lewis was respected for his hard 
work, his in-depth policy knowledge, his com-
mitment to his constituents and to his home 
state, as well as to his colleagues and the in-
stitution of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. Lewis was best known for his commit-
ment to the active work of the Appropriations 
Committee, where he served as Chairman— 
and he was equally well known for his friend-
ship on both sides of the aisle in his role as 
the Dean of the California Delegation. 

He played a leading role as Chairman of the 
VA, HUD and Independent Agencies Sub-
committee—supporting research, development 
and scientific endeavors including the space 
and aerospace sectors that for so long were 
major hubs of economic activity and cutting- 
edge technology in our home state. 

Mr. Lewis was a believer in investment in 
education and in research institutions like the 
University of California system and in re-
sources like the San Bernardino National For-
est, which is located in one of the beautiful 
and distinctive snow-capped mountain ranges 
that backdrop the unique and well-known Los 
Angeles basin landscape. 

A longtime resident of the San Bernardino 
area, including San Bernardino and Redlands, 
cities at the center of his congressional district 
in the diverse and vast Inland Empire, he was 
the product of public schools, graduating from 
San Bernardino High School and later UCLA. 
After college he served briefly on the staff of 
former Congressman Jerry Pettis, as a mem-
ber of his local school board, and later oper-
ated a small business. 

From 1969 to 1978 like many in this body, 
he served in Sacramento as a member of the 
state legislature where he helped establish a 
committee dedicated to addressing air quality, 
a major concern in Inland Southern California 
in the 1970’s. 

In 1978 he was elected to this body, serving 
as Chairman of the House Republican Con-
ference in the late 1980’s, before ascending to 
leadership positions on the Appropriations 
Committee. 

I am honored to have known him as a men-
tor, as a fellow legislator and as a friend. I am 
grateful for his contributions and leadership in 
our delegation, for his unending belief in co-
operation between parties and branches of 
government, and his faith in the leadership 
role of America in the world. 

Mr. Lewis gave much of his life to serving 
our state, working to improve our nation, and 
to serving with distinction his hometown and 
home district—his legacy is an inspiration to 
all of us who have followed in his footsteps 
and proudly serve the state he loved, in the in-
stitution he revered. 

Mrs. KIM of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in memory of Congressman Jerry Lewis, 
the longest-serving House Republican in Cali-
fornia history. 

Throughout his 17 terms in Congress, Con-
gressman Lewis stood as an steadfast exam-
ple of civic service. 

Congressman Lewis knew how to work 
across the aisle and get things done for his 
community, our state and the nation. 

He was known to all as down to earth and 
remarkably kind. When someone addressed 
him as ‘Congressman Lewis,’ he would always 
reply with a smile—‘‘My friends call me Jerry. 
You’re my friend, so please call me Jerry.’’ 

Jerry loved his hometown of San Bernardino 
and was loved back by the community. 

His legacy of hard work, dedication to con-
servative values, humor and kindness will not 
be forgotten. 

I hope you will all join me in keeping his 
family in your prayers during this time. 

f 

PAYING FOR INFRASTRUCTURE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GREEN of Texas). Under the Speaker’s 
announced policy of January 4, 2021, 
the Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arizona (Mr. SCHWEIKERT) for 30 
minutes. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, so 
we can finish up some things, and for 
many of us who were very fond of Mr. 
Lewis, I am going to yield to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. MCCLIN-
TOCK), my friend. 

b 1415 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding, and 
I thank Congressman CALVERT for or-
ganizing the tribute to Jerry Lewis 
today. 

I knew of Jerry Lewis many years be-
fore I had the honor to know him per-
sonally. He was elected to Congress the 
year that I graduated from college in 
southern California, and he was a well- 
known name then because of his activ-
ism for air quality, which at the time 
was a very serious concern in that re-
gion. 

I then had the opportunity and honor 
to actually be able to work with Jerry 
in Congress. And I have to say I was a 
bit leery about him at first. Jerry was 
a bit of the Republican old guard and I 
had spent an entire career fighting 
that affectation, but what I found was 
a man who was willing to listen as well 
as to be heard, a man who was so inter-
ested in the process and the give and 
take and the sharing of ideas, that he 

really demonstrated what this institu-
tion is all about, how it did work, and 
how it could work in the future if we 
could learn from his example and his 
life. 

I am very honored to join in the trib-
ute to him today on the floor. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield to the gentleman from California 
(Mr. NUNES). 

Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Arizona for giving 
some extended time to recognize Jerry 
Lewis, who was a statesman, a Con-
gressman from the Inland Empire, a 
good friend to all of us. 

Jerry really was a one-man institu-
tion on Capitol Hill, having served in 
the House for more than 30 years. Jerry 
was extremely effective at serving his 
constituents. He always kept his con-
stituents in the Inland Empire in mind, 
and he was always popular with them. 
Jerry never lost and never received less 
than 61 percent of his vote in any of his 
congressional races. 

Jerry was a veteran Congressman, 
and when I first came to the House in 
2003, I actually already knew him, be-
cause, as was typical of Jerry, he liked 
to work with young people. At the time 
in the eighties and nineties, him and 
Congressman Bill Thomas from Ba-
kersfield, they would organize con-
ferences for young people to teach 
them about policy and politics. And I 
went to many of those events, which I 
have fond memories of, and when I look 
back at that, those were really impor-
tant events in my life that probably in-
spired me in some way to ultimately 
serve with Jerry. I will always be 
thankful for that. 

When I did come to Washington as a 
Representative, Jerry became a close 
friend, a mentor. Jerry taught me the 
ropes and how to assimilate and deal 
with sometimes the strange ways of 
doing things around here. 

Also, back home in California, there 
are many times that I had the oppor-
tunity to visit both Jerry, his wife Ar-
lene, Mr. CALVERT, memorable times at 
dinner doing constituent events, get-
ting to know his area and always focus-
ing as a whole on how we could do 
things better in California and work 
together. 

Jerry ultimately became one of the 
most influential and well-respected 
Members of the House, earning admira-
tion and affection on both sides of the 
political aisle and serving his long ten-
ure with distinction. 

Jerry was a good friend and a true 
statesman who will be missed not only 
in these Halls of Congress but also, as 
well, in California. 

I thank the gentleman from Arizona 
for yielding, and I also thank Mr. CAL-
VERT for organizing this tribute to Mr. 
Lewis. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. I yield to the 
gentleman from California (Mr. CAL-
VERT) to give a closing good-bye to Mr. 
Lewis. 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding me time. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:57 Jul 23, 2021 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00033 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A22JY7.016 H22JYPT1ct
el

li 
on

 D
S

K
11

Z
R

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-08T08:07:13-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




