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But there is a lot of good news hap-
pening in America. There is some bad
news, too. Part of it is because people
haven’t gotten vaccinated. The gentle-
man’s State has that problem; Mis-
sissippi has that problem; South Caro-
lina and some other States have that
problem; my State has that problem.
Not to the extent of some other States,
but all 50 States are seeing a surge. So
giving up and getting off the field at
this point in time is not appropriate.

I think that we are going to find that
the President’s program that he sug-
gests, as he says, and I agree, will have
a generational impact for decades to
come in making sure that our economy
continues to grow; that our people are
educated; that we expand the middle
class; 1ift people out of poverty, as we
did with children who are now 50 per-
cent of them are going to be lifted out
of poverty. That is good news for
America. It is good news for all of us.
Those kids are going to be better edu-
cated and make more productive con-
tributions to our society.

So I hope a number of Members will
support pieces of legislation that will
carry that vision of the President into
fruition, and we will work toward that
end.

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, as we
look at those bills coming to the floor
next week, frankly, they would make
those problems worse. I know when we
talk about the inflation side—we talk
about inflation, because it is the thing
we hear the most when we talk to our
constituents back home, because re-
gardless of the statistics, the data is
little solace if you see your dollar
going for less further, less far. In fact,
you see your dollar not going as far be-
cause whatever you are making, you
are spending even more money than
you were spending before and waiting
longer to get things because of these
policies.

In fact, the spending itself is part of
the problem that is leading to infla-
tion. People get that. And so they look
at these multitrillion-dollar spending
bills and they are starting to ask the
questions: What is really in those bills?
If it is not things to help my family,
because I am paying more with all of
this new spending, what is in it?

We just found out today there are
millions of dollars in the bill that is
coming to the floor next week specifi-
cally just for one entity, Planned Par-
enthood of Mar Monte, San Jose, Cali-
fornia; Planned Parenthood, the larg-
est provider of abortions in the coun-
try. So not only is Hyde being dis-
carded, the mutually agreed upon, bi-
partisan, and not just Henry Hyde with
a few other people. Henry Hyde passed
this in the 1970s under a Democrat ma-
jority. Democrats and Republicans said
taxpayer funding shouldn’t be used to
provide abortions, and it had always
been sacrosanct in spending bills that
this Congress passed, Republican and
Democrat, since that time until now.

So not only are they gutting Hyde in
the bill, but they are putting millions
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of dollars into Planned Parenthood by
name. This is what drives people nuts
when they see that Kkind of spending
and a disconnect because they are pay-
ing more money for regular household
goods. And instead of us confronting
that on the floor, they see this kind of
spending that is generational, because
it is the next generation that will have
to pay for it. Because as much as it
seems this majority wants to raise
taxes to spend more money, even all
the taxes that would run more jobs out
of this country don’t cover all of this
kind of radical spending.

I would hope we go a different direc-
tion. We surely will be opposing that
kind of radical spending and it surely
won’t be helping those families who
just want answers, who just want to
see relief from the problems that they
are facing.

I yield to the gentleman.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding. It was not
radical spending in 2020, because
Trump signed the bills. Trump left, and
it became radical spending. That is sit-
uational ethics, Mr. Speaker. I will
leave it at that.

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, the final
point I would like to bring up to the
leader, we are seeing something that is
actually very encouraging in Cuba;
that is, the people of Cuba taking to
the streets to demand freedom; some-
thing that has been decades in the
making. I would hope that we see all
government leaders, Republican, Dem-
ocrat, executive branch, legislative
branch, all expressing our support for
the Cuban people who seek freedom,
because I think one of the most heart-
felt signs that I know I saw, and so
many of my colleagues saw just a week
ago, were not only people taking to the
streets to call for freedom, they were
carrying the American flag in Cuba.

We see this all around the world. It is
one of the things that for all of our dif-
ferences brings us together, and that is
that here in the United States Con-
gress, we are not only working to pro-
mote freedom in this country and to
preserve it for future generations, but
this freedom that we work to preserve
inspires people all around the world.
Whether it is Cuba, or in Iran which we
saw years ago, or any other country,
when people seek freedom, there is
really only one flag that they wave,
and that is the United States flag.

Our colleague, MARIO DIAZ-BALART,
whose family fled Cuba, like so many
of our colleagues, some first genera-
tion. CARLOS GIMENEZ, former mayor of
Miami-Dade, personally fled Cuba seek-
ing freedom—and talking about the
American Dream—he is a first genera-
tion who fled a socialist nation who is
now a sitting, voting Member of the
United States Congress, who now wants
to express support for the Cuban peo-
ple.

So there is a resolution, H. Res. 527,
that expresses our solidarity standing
with the people in Cuba who are seek-
ing freedom. I would just ask the gen-
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tleman if he would look at bringing
that bill to the floor. The people in
Cuba are trying to get that freedom,
and they are being heavily oppressed.
Many may even be being murdered
right now as they have shut down the
internet. They shut out the media, be-
cause there is no freedom of the press.

We are hearing stories that are very
alarming. If we can express our support
that we are standing with those people
in Cuba who do seek freedom as well, I
think it would be a strong signal. I ask
the gentleman if we could bring that to
the floor.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for his comments. As he
knows, the President of the United
States has strongly expressed support
of those who are seeking freedom and
liberty in Cuba. He said that shortly
after the demonstrations occurred. He
has maintained that position. I share
that opinion with him, and we are dis-
cussing what action we might be tak-
ing here in this House.

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate that. Hopefully, we can work to-
gether to get that brought to the floor
and express that support in unison and
that would send a strong message.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

HONORING GOLD STAR FAMILIES

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, as we pre-
pare to bring American troops home
from Afghanistan, it is important to
recognize those who weren’t able to
make it home.

With that in mind, I rise to honor our
Nation’s Gold Star families, mothers,
fathers, husband, wives, siblings, and
children with a loved one who died in
service to our country.

I have deep gratitude for the families
who have suffered such a painful loss,
families like that of Captain Joseph
Schultz, who was killed in action in Af-
ghanistan in 2011. Captain Schultz’s
mother, Betsy, channeled her grief over
losing her only child into action, form-
ing a nonprofit respite home for other
Gold Star families, the Captain Joseph
House in Port Angeles, Washington.

The Captain Joseph House, and orga-
nizations like it, provide a network of
support and comfort for the surviving
family members. Their work matters,
and we should be grateful for it.

Mr. Speaker, I offer my gratitude to
all who have lost a loved one in service
to our country.

REQUEST TO CONSIDER H.R. 18, NO
TAXPAYER FUNDING FOR ABOR-
TION ACT

(Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in support of the
pro-life Hyde amendment. Typically,
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during appropriation season, of course,
Democrats and Republicans debate our
differences, but we have always histori-
cally rallied together in opposition to
taxpayer-funded abortions, and we
have adopted the bipartisan Hyde
amendment.

However, for some inexplicable rea-
son, this year is different. In 1994, then-
Senator Joe Biden famously stated:
“Those of us who are opposed to abor-
tion should not be compelled to pay for
them.” Of course, he was right. But the
President’s position has changed now,
giving fuel to the fire of Democrat
leadership here in this House to follow
suit in their own funding bills.

It is time to make these Hyde amend-
ment protections permanent. It is true:
Hyde saves lives. And today I am ask-
ing my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle to recognize the inherent dignity
of every single human life, rejecting
this blatant attack on pro-life amend-
ments like the Hyde amendment.

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Committees on Energy
and Commerce, Ways and Means, and
the Judiciary be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 18, and ask
for its immediate consideration in this
House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MRVAN). Under guidelines consistently
issued by successive Speakers, as re-
corded in section 956 of the House
Rules and Manual, the Chair is con-
strained not to entertain the request
unless it has been cleared by the bipar-
tisan floor and committee leaderships.

————
O 1200

STANDING WITH THE CUBAN
PEOPLE

(Mr. CORREA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CORREA. Today, Mr. Speaker, 1
stand with the Cuban people in their
struggle for freedom.

Today, I ask that the Cuban Govern-
ment respect basic human rights, basic
religious freedoms, freedom of speech,
freedom of association, and the free-
dom to be heard.

Today, I ask that the Cuban Govern-
ment listen to the plight of the Cuban
people.

Deteriorating living conditions, ris-
ing healthcare concerns, COVID-19, all
of these factors have left the Cuban
people hungry, vulnerable, and very
angry.

That is why, after decades of repres-
sion, thousands of brave men and
women, especially young people, have
taken to the streets of Cuba, marching
to be heard, demanding that the Cuban
Government respond to their pleas for
help.

Instead, the Cuban Government has
responded by halting internet access
and beating and arresting Cuban citi-
zens that are calling for freedom.

In Havana alone, the Cuban Govern-
ment has attacked protesters and ar-
rested more than 100 young people.
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If the Government of Cuba wants to
normalize relations with the United
States, the first thing the Cuban Gov-
ernment has to do is to respect human
rights and religious freedoms.

———

STANDING AGAINST THE CASTRO
REGIME

(Mr. GONZALEZ of Ohio asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. GONZALEZ of Ohio. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of the Cuban
people and against the illegitimate,
violent dictatorship that continues to
assault the basic freedoms and rights
of the Cuban people.

This photo here behind me is of two
of my heroes, my abuelo and abuela. In
1960, they and their children were
forced from their homeland by the
communist regime for having the au-
dacity to say no to Castro and his
thugs.

Sixty years later, that same regime
and that same poisonous ideology
wreak terror on the Cuban people as
the people march courageously in the
streets, knowing full well what bru-
tality awaits them as they ask for the
most basic of human rights.

Yet, there are some in this body who
foolishly wish to blame America for
the plight of the island and the suf-
fering of the Cubans. Let me say em-
phatically that the Cuban people are
suffering and crying out for freedom
because the communists have spent 60
years cynically destroying their coun-
try and trying to break the spirit of
their own people. They will not suc-
ceed.

I stand firmly against the Castro re-
gime and any of their apologists, and I
stand with the Cuban people who are
crying out for freedom.

———

PROTECTING VULNERABLE
POPULATIONS

(Mr. MRVAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MRVAN. Mr. Speaker, through-
out my career, I have worked to pro-
tect vulnerable populations.

Yesterday, I was proud to support the
Consumer Protection and Recovery
Act, which will aim to protect ex-
ploited consumers, including the elder-
ly, who are oftentimes the most at
risk.

The Federal Trade Commigssion has
an essential role to safeguard con-
sumers from businesses that utilize
misleading and deceptive practices.
These bad actors must be held account-
able, and the victims of any scam de-
serve justice.

I appreciate the leadership of the
House Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee to ensure that the FTC has the
capabilities it needs to protect all indi-
viduals from fraud.

I encourage our Senate colleagues to
consider this important legislation as
soon as possible.
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REQUEST TO CONSIDER H.R. 18, NO
TAXPAYER FUNDING FOR ABOR-
TION ACT

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, nearly 20
years ago, I introduced legislation in
this House, which passed the House and
the Senate. President George W. Bush
signed it into law, and it went all the
way to the U.S. Supreme Court and
now is the law of the land. It banned
partial-birth abortion in this country.

While that was landmark legislation,
today, it is more important than ever
that we protect innocent unborn life.

That is why, a little over a month
ago, the city of Lebanon in my con-
gressional district back home became
one of more than 30 cities across the
country, and the first in Ohio, to be-
come a sanctuary city for the unborn.

It is why I have consistently and en-
thusiastically supported legislation
which would get rid of the funding for
Planned Parenthood and its affiliates
and supported legislation like H.R. 18,
which codifies the Hyde amendment to
ensure that Federal taxpayer money
does not fund abortions.

And it is why, Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tees on Energy and Commerce, Ways
and Means, and the Judiciary be dis-
charged from further consideration of
H.R. 18, the No Taxpayer Funding for
Abortion Act, and I ask for its imme-
diate consideration in the House.

We should not allow tax dollars to go
for funding other people’s abortions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MRVAN). As the Chair previously ad-
vised, that request cannot be enter-
tained absent appropriate clearance.

GUN VIOLENCE PLAGUES OUR
COUNTRY

(Ms. STEVENS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in opposition to the gun violence
plaguing this country and the elected
officials who stand by and watch, con-
tent on not passing new laws to address
its scourge on the American people.

I rise for the 9-year anniversary of
the mass shooting that took place in a
movie theater in Aurora, Colorado, 9
years ago this week—12 lives gone, 70
injured.

I rise for all of those who were at the
baseball game just this last weekend
around the corner, running for their
lives because they heard there was a
shooting.

Your gun rights are not under attack
when 23 million firearms were sold in
the United States of America in 2020
alone. But what is under attack is your
ability to live freely in this country
without the threat of gun violence in a
movie theater, in your place of wor-
ship, in your school, in your backyard,
or driving around at night.
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