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Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to remember an Inland Empire
resident and an excellent public serv-
ant, Lois Carson.

Lois was a beloved member of my
community and a passionate advocate
for childcare, education, and welfare
reform.

Lois served as the president of the
San Bernardino Community College
District Board of Trustees while I
served on the Riverside Community
College District Board of Trustees. I
have fond memories of working with
her at trustee conferences where we
would collaborate on improving the
lives of Inland Empire students.

During her 30 years as the executive
director of Community Action Partner-
ship of Riverside County, Lois provided
services for low-income residents.
Under her leadership the agency ran
successfully and received the first pub-
lic sector Community Action Agency
award for excellence in 2005.

The Inland Empire was fortunate to
benefit from Lois Carson’s many tal-
ents, and I am honored to have known
her and believe that her legacy will
live on in the many lives she touched.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF WALTER
STRAKA

(Mr. STAUBER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in honor of the life of Private
Walter Straka.

At 17, Walter lied about his age to
serve in the Army National Guard. In
1941, his unit, the 194th Tank Bat-
talion, arrived in the Philippines just
months before the attack on Pearl Har-
bor.

After the fall of Bataan in 1942, Wal-
ter and his comrades were forced on a
brutal 65-mile trek now known as the
Bataan Death March.

During the march, Walter was forced
to walk in intense heat and subjected
to appalling abuse at the hands of the
Japanese army.

By Walter’s own account, he should
have been dead a thousand times, but
Walter not only survived this 6-day
march, he also survived 3 years as a
prisoner of war before returning home
to Brainerd, Minnesota.

Once home, Walter ran a successful
business, raised a family, and was an
active member in his community.

Walter Straka died this year at the
age of 101. With his passing, the State
of Minnesota said good-bye to its last
survivor of the Bataan Death March.

Private Walter Straka is an Amer-
ican hero whose unforgettable story
has inspired me and so many others.

Our Nation is stronger because of his
exceptional service and courage.

CONGRESS MUST ACT

(Ms. DEAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DEAN. Mr. Speaker, last week
marked a year since our country lost a
giant and a friend to all, John Lewis.

Republicans and Democrats of both
Chambers rightfully used our platforms
to memorialize a man who gave so
much, and as many say, he was the
conscience of our caucus.

Mr. Lewis nearly lost his life at the
age of 25 to those on the other side of
the Edmund Pettus Bridge in March of
1965 as he nonviolently protested voter
suppression laws.

And he dedicated the rest of his life
to justice, equality, and protecting the
right to vote.

Mr. Speaker, 66 years later we are
again on that bridge. Seventeen States
have passed 28 laws to make it more
difficult to exercise our constitutional
right to vote.

We must act.

So I say to my colleagues that stand
in the way of the John Lewis Voting
Rights Act, would you also have stood
on the other side of that bridge?

Mr. Lewis understood we could not
wait for those on the other side of the
bridge to join us. We must secure, pro-
tect, and expand the right to vote for
all Americans to truly honor Mr.
Lewis’ life, legacy, and our democracy.

ADDRESSING THE CUBA CRISIS

(Mr. GROTHMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I will
now address the Cuban crisis just south
of our border.

Cuba is, of course, a very progressive
Marxist state. The government runs
the economy with all the restrictions
of freedom; that means there is no free-
dom of press.

The State Department International
Religious Freedom Report shows nu-
merous violations of freedom of reli-
gion as believers in God are harassed.
There is no freedom of movement. And
now with protests, people are dis-
appearing.

How does the United States respond?
There was a Free Cuba mural put up in
Washington, D.C., and the mayor of our
Nation’s capital responded by saying
that it was said in the past that Cuba
has an education system we should
learn from, and the mural disappeared.

I beg President Biden to do what he
can to restore internet service so the
people in Cuba can communicate with
each other. Please don’t lift the embar-
go. And above all, provide a little bit of
moral leadership and show that you are
opposed to the Marxist cabal to the
rest of the world.

————
RECOGNIZING OLYMPIANS FROM
NORTH CAROLINA AGRICUL-

TURAL AND TECHNICAL STATE
UNIVERSITY

(Ms. MANNING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today, ahead of the 2021 Tokyo Olym-
pics, to recognize the Olympians from
North Carolina Agricultural and Tech-
nical State University, the largest
HBCU in the Nation, located in my dis-
trict in Greensboro, North Carolina.

It gives me great pride to recognize
Trevor Stewart and Randolph Ross, Jr.,
who will represent the United States
on the track and field team.

Randolph Ross, Jr., a sophomore, is
competing in the men’s 400-meter and
the 4x400-meter relay, and Trevor
Stewart, a senior, will compete in the
men’s 4x400-meter relay.

Two other Aggie runners will com-
pete in the Olympic track and field
events. Akeem Sirleaf will compete for
Liberia, and Daniel Stokes will com-
pete for Mexico.

With all four of these young men
qualifying, the entire Aggie 4x400-
meter relay team will run in the Olym-
pics.

I also recognize NC A&T director of
track and field programs, Duane Ross.
Coach Ross’ leadership has propelled
his team forward to success.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the ath-
letes and coach on this tremendous
achievement. On behalf of North Caro-
lina’s Sixth District, I am sending
them the best of luck in Tokyo. Go,
Aggies.

CELEBRATING PURPLE HEART
HOMES

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MCHENRY. Today, the Purple
Heart Homes nonprofit is celebrating
their 750th completed project.

Headquartered in Statesville, North
Carolina, Purple Heart Homes is a non-
profit founded by combat-wounded vet-
erans to help aging and service-con-
nected disabled veterans in their hous-
ing needs.

Founded in 2008 by John Gallina and
the late Dale Beatty, they established
Purple Heart Homes with a mission to
help those that have given so much to
our Nation.

Whether it is building ramps or con-
structing new homes, they step in to
fill the void in programs designed to
serve our deserving veterans.

I congratulate John and his diverse
team on their incredible accomplish-
ments to serve our heroes.

I recently met with John and his
team, and while they have unique
backgrounds that they bring to this
mission, they are all united by omne
thing: They are called to serve.

I congratulate John and his team,
and I also congratulate Purple Heart
Homes.

———
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THE ALLIES ACT OF 2021

(Mr. CONNOLLY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, after
20 years, the United States is winding
down its involvement in a long, pro-
tracted war in Afghanistan, but we
have an obligation to the men and
women who have served with Allied
forces who put themselves at risk, es-
pecially the interpreters.

I am proud of the fact that the first
2,500 of those people will be, in fact, lo-
cated in Virginia for processing as we
try to protect them and their families
for their service in a noble cause.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to voting
for the bill that will be coming up later
this morning, and I thank Mr. CROW,
particularly, for his leadership in this
matter.

———
INCREASING INFLATION

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to see President Biden has ac-
knowledged that we are having a lot of
inflation right now in this country af-
fecting prices for everybody. He even
went so far as to tell some restaurant
owners that you are going to be in a
bind for a while because it is going to
still be hard to get workers.

When people are paid not to show up
because of overgenerous benefits, all
our small businesses will continue to
be in a bind. When you pay people not
to work, you get inflation. So for a few
maybe getting a wage increase because
the restaurants are in a bind, every-
body receives higher prices. Prices are
up, we know, on food, on fuel, lumber,
many things. This is what happens
when the government spends too much,
puts too much money into the econ-
omy all based on debt.

So what are we going to do about
that? Are we going to set a course here
to put people back in business, or do we
want to have, like we saw just this last
month, another 5.4 percent of inflation,
which is really a tax on every Amer-
ican.

———

AVERTING LOSS OF LIFE AND IN-
JURY BY EXPEDITING SIVS ACT
OF 2021

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to House Resolution 535, I call up the
bill (H.R. 3985) to amend the Afghan Al-
lies Protection Act of 2009 to expedite
the special immigrant visa process for
certain Afghan allies, and for other
purposes, and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BROWN). Pursuant to House Resolution
535, the amendment printed in part C of
House Report 117-95, is adopted, and
the bill, as amended, is considered
read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:
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H.R. 3985

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Averting Loss of
Life and Injury by Expediting SIVs Act of 2021
or as the “ALLIES Act of 2021"".

SEC. 2. IMPROVING AFGHAN SPECIAL IMMIGRANT
VISA PROGRAM.

(a) EVIDENCE OF SERIOUS THREAT.—Section
602(b)(2) of the Afghan Allies Protection Act of
2009 (8 U.S.C. 1101 note) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A)(iv), by striking “‘has
experienced or is experiencing’ and inserting
“has asserted a credible basis for concern about
the possibility of”’;

(2) by striking subparagraph (E); and

(3) by redesignating subparagraph (F) as sub-
paragraph (E).

(b) ACTIVITIES FOR UNITED STATES MILITARY
PERSONNEL STATIONED WITH INTERNATIONAL SE-
CURITY ASSISTANCE OF SUCCESSOR FORCE.—Sec-
tion 602(b)(2)(A)(ii)(11)(bb) of the Afghan Allies
Protection Act of 2009 (8 U.S.C. 1101 note) is
amended by striking ‘‘sensitive and trusted’’.

(c) AFGHANS EMPLOYED SUBJECT TO A GRANT
OR COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT.—Section
602(0)(2)(A)(ii)(I) of the Afghan Allies Protec-
tion Act of 2009 (8 U.S.C. 1101 note) is amended
by inserting after “‘United States Government’’
the following *‘, including employment or other
work in Afghanistan through a cooperative
agreement or grant funded by the United States
Government if the Secretary of State determines,
based on a recommendation from the Federal
agency or organization authorizing such fund-
ing, that such alien contributed to the United
States mission in Afghanistan’.

(d) ELIMINATING DUPLICATIVE PROCESSING RE-
QUIREMENTS.—Sectin 602(b) of the Afghan Allies
Protection Act of 2009 (8 U.S.C. 1101 note) is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) in matter preceding subparagraph (4), by
striking ‘‘, notwithstanding any other provision
of law, the Secretary of State in consultation
with the Secretary of Homeland Security’ and
inserting ‘‘the Secretary of State’’; and

(B) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘a peti-
tion for classification under section 203(b)(4) of
such Act (8 U.S.C. 1153(b)(4))”’ and inserting ‘“‘a
request for such status in accordance with pro-
cedures established by the Secretary of Home-
land Security and Secretary of State’’; and

(2) in paragraph (2)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)(ii), by striking ‘‘peti-
tion’’ and inserting ‘‘request’’; and

(B) in subparagraph (D)(i) by striking ‘‘peti-
tion”’ and inserting ‘‘request’’.

(e) STRENGTHENING PROTECTION FOR SUR-
VIVING SPOUSES AND CHILDREN.—Subparagraph
(C) of section 602(b)(2) of the Afghan Allies Pro-
tection Act of 2009 (8 U.S.C. 1101 note) is amend-
ed to read as follows:

“(C) SURVIVING SPOUSE OR CHILD.—An alien
is described in this subparagraph if—

‘(i) the alien was the spouse or child of a
principal alien described in subparagraph (A)
who had submitted a request for classification
pursuant to this section or a petition pursuant
to section 1059 of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2006 (Public Law
109-163; 8 U.S.C. 1101 note) which included the
alien as an accompanying spouse or child; and

““(ii) such request or petition—

“(I) if approved, was revoked (or otherwise
rendered null) due to the death of the principal
alien; or

(I) if pending, is otherwise approvable but for
the death of the principal alien.”’.

(f) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made by
this section shall apply to any requests for spe-
cial immigration status, applications for special
immigrant visas, or applications for adjustment
of status under the Afghan Allies Protection Act
of 2009 (8 U.S.C. 1101 note) that are pending on
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the date of the enactment of this Act or filed on
or after such date.

(9) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—The amend-
ments made by this section shall not diminish,
replace or override any vetting, verification of
employment, approval by chief of mission, or
any other screening process required for a sSpe-
cial immigrant visa under the Afghan Allies
Protection Act of 2009 (8 U.S.C. 1101 note).

SEC. 3. AFGHAN ALLIES PROTECTION ACT.

Section 602(b)(3) of the Afghan Allies Protec-
tion Act of 2009 (8 U.S.C. 1101 note) is amended
by adding at the end the following:

“(G) SUBSEQUENT FISCAL YEARS.—Beginning
on the date of the enactment of this subpara-
graph, in addition to any unused balance under
this paragraph, 8,000 principal aliens may be
granted special immigrant status under this sub-
section. For purposes of status provided under
this subparagraph the authority to issue visas
or adjust status shall commence on the date of
the enactment of this subparagraph and shall
terminate on the date such visa numbers are ex-
hausted.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill,
as amended, is debatable for 1 hour
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on the Judiciary, or
their respective designees.

The gentleman from New York (Mr.
NADLER) and the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. McCLINTOCK) each will con-
trol 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material on H.R. 3985.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3985, the Averting
Loss of Life and Injury by Expediting
SIVs Act of 2021, or the ALLIES Act,
makes essential changes to the Afghan
special immigrant visa program to en-
sure that the lives of those who served
faithfully alongside American troops in
Afghanistan are protected.

The special immigrant visa program
allows those individuals who worked
for or on behalf of the U.S. Government
in Afghanistan, or for the NATO Inter-
national Security Assistance Force in
support of the American mission, to
seek lawful permanent residence in the
United States.

To be eligible, applicants must estab-
lish qualifying employment in Afghani-
stan for 2 years, receive approval from
the Chief of Mission, and undergo rig-
orous background checks and national
security vetting, a process that, on av-
erage, takes 3 years.

Our 20-year mission in Afghanistan
will formally come to an end in just a
few short weeks. Each day that we con-
tinue to draw down our military pres-
ence in Afghanistan, threats to the
lives of Afghans who supported our
cause are increasing exponentially.

The Biden administration has com-
mitted to relocating certain applicants
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