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longstanding pro-life protection that
has saved 2.5 million lives from abor-
tion since 1976.

Not too long ago, President Joe
Biden stated: ‘“Those of us who are op-
posed to abortion should not be com-
pelled to pay for them.” But his pro-
posed budget fails to include the Hyde
amendment, making it clear that
President Biden does not continue to
value the life of the unborn.

This is why I am a cosponsor of H.R.
18, the No Taxpayer Funding for Abor-
tion Act. I, like many Tennesseans, be-
lieve taxpayer dollars should never be
used to fund abortions.

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent that the Committees on En-
ergy and Commerce, Ways and Means,
and the Judiciary be discharged from
further consideration of H.R. 18, and
ask for its immediate consideration in
the House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
MANNING). Under guidelines consist-
ently issued by successive Speakers, as
recorded in section 956 of the House
Rules and Manual, the Chair is con-
strained not to entertain the request
unless it has been cleared by the bipar-
tisan floor and committee leaderships.

——
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DELIVERING FOR THE PEOPLE

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I rise
to join you in marking 200 days since
the start of the 117th Congress, and a
productive 200 days it has been. Our
majority in the House has risen to this
challenge, delivering lifelines to mil-
lions of Americans, putting shots in
arms and saving countless lives, and
sustaining thousands of businesses, and
helping our State and local govern-
ments keep our communities going.

We built on that momentum with
legislation to establish paycheck fair-
ness and universal background checks
on gun sales, build greater justice into
our policing and our economy, stop
voter disenfranchisement, and restor-
ing the principle of one person, one
vote, and protecting Americans from
the devastating effects of PFAS.

Just in the past several weeks, mil-
lions of families started receiving the
improved child tax credit expected to
lift one-half of America’s poorest chil-
dren out of poverty.

Madam Speaker, before I close, let
me recognize one other milestone; The
1 year anniversary of the passing of my
dear friend, and a hero and a friend to
many, Congressman John Lewis.

I hope that he smiles down upon us
favorably for this work, much of it
building on a legacy he carried on his
mighty shoulders throughout his life.

Brother John, we do miss you. Even
as we work in your mighty shadow,
may we always be guided by your light.
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LIBERTY AND FREEDOM FOR
CUBANS

(Mr. BURCHETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURCHETT. Madam Speaker, I
want to express my full support for the
brave Cubans who are demanding free-
dom from their tyrannical communist
government.

For over 60 years, the regime in Cuba
has run the country into the ground. It
doesn’t recognize the basic human
rights of its citizens, and Cuban people
don’t have access to food, economic op-
portunities, or COVID-19 vaccines.

The Cuban people are now taking to
the streets to fight for individual lib-
erty and freedom. As authoritarians
do, the regime has arrested hundreds of
demonstrators and cut off their com-
munication with the outside world.

Madam Speaker, a communist gov-
ernment will do whatever it takes to
keep the Cuban people under its
thumb. The Cuban Government has a
lot in common with the Chinese Com-
munist Party. Both will stop at noth-
ing to hold on to power and have no re-
gard for the rights of the people they
govern.

The Cuban government wants to si-
lence its citizens’ demands for freedom,
just as the Communist Chinese Party
silences those in Hong XKong and
Xinjiang who simply want to be free.

Cubans, and Cuban Americans espe-
cially, know communism does not
work. It only brings poverty and op-
pression. It is our privilege as Ameri-
cans to live in a country that values
freedom, the Lord, and we must sup-
port those brave Cubans who want the
same in our own backyard only 90
miles off the coast of the Florida.

———

REQUEST TO CONSIDER H.R. 18, NO
TAXPAYER FUNDING FOR ABOR-
TION ACT

(Mr. HERN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HERN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in support of our most vulner-
able Americans; the unborn. They do
not have a voice. It is up to us to be
their champion and fight for their
right to life.

I am deeply concerned by the actions
of the majority and the current occu-
pants of the White House. They are ac-
tively destroying decades of progress
and protections for the unborn, which
is why it is essential to pass the No
Taxpayer Funding for Abortion Act.

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent that the Committees on En-
ergy and Commerce, Ways and Means,
and the Judiciary be discharged from
further consideration of H.R. 18 and
ask for its immediate consideration in
the House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the
Chair previously advised, that request
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cannot be entertained absent appro-
priate clearance.

NO TAXPAYER FUNDING FOR
ABORTION ACT

(Mr. NORMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NORMAN. Madam Speaker, here
we go again. The majority Democratic
party wants to kill our children
through abortion.

I rise today to discuss the impor-
tance of H.R. 18, the No Taxpayer
Funding For Abortion Act. For over
two decades, lawmakers have passed
the Hyde amendment in a bipartisan
fashion to ensure Americans aren’t
forced to fund abortion on demand with
their hard-earned tax dollars.

We have had a strong majority of
Americans—Democrats and Repub-
licans alike in the past have agreed to
this. Folks, it is a sad day in America,
as a father and a grandfather, to have
this embarrassing example of the kill-
ing of our children. Unborn children
are no less alive than I am. All life is
a gift that begins at conception, and
develops rapidly before birth. To ex-
pect Americans to subsidize these inhu-
mane Kkillings is a complete disgrace.
That is why I have always fought for
the sanctity of life, and I will continue
to fight.

I ask for the passage of H.R. 18 so the
ban on Federal funding for abortions is
not only permanent, but Government-
wide.

———

GREEN NEW DEAL FOR PUBLIC
SCHOOLS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the gentleman from New
York (Mr. BOWMAN) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BOWMAN. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the subject of my
Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. BOWMAN. Madam Speaker, this
afternoon, we are focused on the Green
New Deal. And I want to be very clear
about why we need a Green New Deal.
Our fossil fuel-driven economy is mak-
ing us sick and literally killing us. But
with historic investments in green in-
frastructure and the care economy, we
can do the opposite. We can repair the
damage done and give every person
what they need to flourish.

In the Pacific Northwest, we just saw
a brutal heat wave that took the lives
of 116 people in Oregon, 112 people in
Washington, and hundreds more in
British Columbia.
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We saw catastrophic floods across
Europe that killed nearly 200 people,
and record-shattering rains that caused
deaths in India and China. We are liv-
ing with wildfires that destroy commu-
nities and suffocate us with smoke. Af-
rica is being battered by drought, and
Siberia is in flames. We literally saw
the ocean on fire.

We now live in a world in which ex-
treme weather driven by climate
change is killing 5 million people per
year. And in parts of my district, you
are three times more likely to die from
asthma than anywhere else in the
country. We need to be crystal clear
about the fact that our economic sys-
tem created this emergency, while our
political system subsidizes and pro-
tects the fossil fuel industry. That has
to change now.

The Green New Deal provides the
framework we need to rebuild our econ-
omy, society, and democracy from the
ground up. The Green New Deal recog-
nizes that climate change, public
health, systemic racism, and economic
inequality are all deeply connected.
And as you will hear tonight, it gives
us a road map for tackling these crises
together in a holistic manner.

As a lifelong educator, I see the per-
fect place to kickstart this process, our
K-12 public schools.

Think about it, there is no single in-
stitution that touches the lives of more
people. We are talking about 50 million
young people, plus parents, teachers,
staff, workers, and neighbors. Our
schools are the heartbeat of our com-
munities, and they must become the
epicenter of transformative climate
change.

For decades, we have allowed these
precious places to be neglected, par-
ticularly in redlined parts of the coun-
try. We are leaving Black and Brown
students and low-income students be-
hind. We over-test the academic ability
of our children, but we do not support
and engage them as human beings.

And on a physical level, our schools
have fallen into a state of disrepair. In
my 20 years as a teacher and principal,
I saw this every single day. We have
schools with no running hot water or
drinking fountains that do not work.
Schools where the drinking fountains
that do work are poisoning our chil-
dren with lead.

We have schools that are infested
with asbestos, mold, and rodents, and
that lack proper ventilation. So every
day our children face a whole spectrum
of urgent health harms. And even as
young people march and organize re-
lentlessly for climate action, schools
are failing to protect them from -cli-
mate impacts, like extreme heat. Out-
dated, inefficient HVAC systems are
contributing to carbon pollution and
burdening schools with $8 billion in an-
nual energy costs.

Last week, I introduced a bill called
the Green New Deal for Public Schools.
This is a $1.43 trillion investment over
10 years designed to fundamentally
transform our public education system
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for the 21st century. It will create and
support more than 1 million green jobs
every year, and it centers the most pre-
cious resource in any healthy democ-
racy, our children.

With this legislation, we are going to
upgrade and retrofit every single public
school in the country, beginning in the
poorest and most vulnerable districts.
Every school will become a safe,
healthy, accessible, and zero-carbon
center of the community.

We will remove toxic materials, elec-
trify school facilities, and make them
energy-efficient, comfortable, and dis-
aster-proof. We will install solar panels
and batteries so that every school gen-
erates and controls its own renewable
energy. We will create community gar-
dens and green spaces, and offer
healthy food options to nourish our
children, and so much more.

These investments will be game-
changing for schools in a variety of
ways. They could see their energy bills
roughly cut in half and reinvest the
money that they save in the mental
and behavioral health resources that
our children and families need.

In fact, this bill provides comprehen-
sive funding for healing the trauma of
our communities. It will allow schools
to hire hundreds of thousands more
educators, mental health professionals,
school counselors, and other support
staff, especially from the local commu-
nity. It also provides significant re-
sources for school districts to form
strong community partnerships and de-
velop curricula that are responsive to
unique local needs.

The legislation tackles school in-
equality at the regional level by quad-
rupling Title I funding. And it greatly
increases IDEA funding for students
with disabilities. This is about care;
caring for ourselves, each other, our
families, our communities, and the
planet. That is what the Green New
Deal is all about.

Madam Speaker, I yield to my other
colleagues who will highlight the many
other ways the Green New Deal frame-
work addresses our Nation’s urgent
needs.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tlewoman from New York (CAROLYN B.
MALONEY), the chairwoman of the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Reform.

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Madam Speaker, I thank my
friend and colleague, Congressman
JAMAAL BOWMAN, and the Congres-
sional Progressive Caucus for bringing
us together today to highlight the im-
portance of the Green New Deal.

Madam Speaker, climate change is
one of the single most pressing threats
facing this country and the global com-
munity, and our most vulnerable com-
munities are bearing the brunt of the
consequences. That is why today, as
chair of the House Committee on Over-
sight and Reform, I held a hearing on
President Biden’s Justice40 Initiative.

During this hearing, we heard from
experts about the need to swiftly and
effectively implement this initiative to
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ensure that the communities hardest
hit by pollution, poverty, and public
health risks receive a fair share of our
Nation’s climate and infrastructure in-
vestments.
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As chair of the House Oversight and
Reform Committee, I am committed to
ensuring that the administration and
all Federal agencies have the tools
they need to implement the Justice40
Initiative. This is crucial to ensuring
that our climate investments advance
racial and economic justice.

Beyond the Justice40 Initiative, we
need to prioritize policy solutions here
in Congress that really focus on cli-
mate justice. For New York City, that
means investing in a green future for
public housing and for our public
schools.

This past Earth Day, I reintroduced
the Public Housing Solar Equity Act,
which would guarantee that any solar
energy generated on public housing
land benefits the residents of those de-
velopments first.

Looking beyond solar energy, all
public housing repairs and moderniza-
tion projects should be green, which is
exactly what the Green New Deal for
Public Housing does. This bill will pro-
vide funding to electrify all buildings,
add solar panels, and secure renewable
energy sources for all public housing
energy needs. In short, it will make
Federal housing cleaner, safer, and
greener.

Housing is a human right that no
New Yorker, no American, should go
without. As we work to make sure ev-
eryone has access to the clean afford-
able housing they need and deserve,
let’s expand our goals to make these
communities green, too.

For the health of our residents and
for our environment, we cannot afford
to do anything less.

For the health of our students, we
need a Green New Deal for Public
Schools, a transformative and unprece-
dented investment that will not only
make our schools greener but also ex-
pand services for our students. My col-
league, JAMAAL BOWMAN, is a former
educator and has authored this impor-
tant bill, of which I am a cosponsor.

We are in a state of emergency. The
West is burning; cities are flooding;
and extreme weather events are becom-
ing all too common. We need to act
now, and we need to act boldly.

For the health and safety of all
Americans, for environmental and so-
cial justice, let’s make a Green New
Deal. We can’t afford to do anything
less.

Madam Speaker, I thank my col-
league from New York (Mr. BOWMAN)
for focusing on education and our envi-
ronment and putting both of them to-
gether creatively with the Green New
Deal for Public Schools.

Mr. BOWMAN. Madam Speaker, 1
yield to the gentlewoman from New
York (Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ), who is the
original Green New Deal champion in
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Congress and who has done so much in
collaboration with social movements
to inject this vision into the conscious-
ness of America. Her Green New Deal
for Public Housing was a major inspira-
tion for my schools legislation.

Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ. Madam
Speaker, it is such an honor to be here
just over 2 years after we introduced
the original Green New Deal resolu-
tion, which has now inspired a great
deal of similar resolutions and Green
New Deal resolutions adopted and in-
troduced into municipalities and
States across the country.

Not only have similar resolutions
been introduced, but we also have seen
inspiration for other forms of Green
New Deal legislation, like the Green
New Deal for Public Housing, the
Green New Deal for Public Schools, and
beyond.

But I think one thing that is very
important for us to discuss is a very
urgent matter, which is the infrastruc-
ture package that is right here before
Congress that is being negotiated by
both the House and the Senate.

While I certainly wish sometimes
that our legislation was informed pri-
marily by the legislators that are here
writing this legislation, by commu-
nities that are impacted by this legis-
lation, it goes without saying that
there is a great deal of dark money in-
volved in the fight on climate change,
and that dark money is intended for us
to not act in this situation.

We have lobbyists from companies
like ExxonMobil bragging about their
role in shaping our Federal legislation
and curtailing our ambitions and in
fighting against key provisions to draw
down our carbon emissions.

Whenever I see something like this,
whenever I see how dark money and
lobbyists act as a wedge and a cudgel
between elected officials and public
servants and the people that we are
supposed to represent, not only do I
think it is heartbreaking, but it is very
much tragic.

There is a key issue that we have
here in acting on climate, and the big
part of that issue is something that we
call kind of a principal-agent problem
where the people in charge of making
decisions are simply not aligned and
not incentivized to make the right ones
because they are not feeling the impact
of it.

I get concerned when we have con-
versations that the politics of the day
get involved and intercede, and they
complicate the policy for a generation.
It is so critically important because I
can’t help but imagine that so many of
the people that are in charge of block-
ing action on climate will not see the
world that they are leaving to genera-
tions to come.

We have a moral responsibility to
leave this world better than we found
it. This is not about theory anymore.
This is not about challenging the
science anymore.

In New York City just yesterday,
people woke up having a harder time
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breathing and having a harder time
seeing the horizon because of the
smoke from the Bootleg fires out in Or-
egon coming out to our city.

Wildfires will come and impact all of
us. Floods and waters will come to im-
pact all of us. But they will not impact
all of us equally. The most vulnerable
communities will be left behind, and
we can stop it.

It doesn’t have to be this way. Not
only can we stop it, and not only can
we draw down our emissions, but we
can create millions of jobs doing so—
millions of good union jobs.

We can create a civilian climate
corps. We can transition to renewable
energy. We can build infrastructure
that all people can enjoy that is not
just attuned to the wealthy. We can re-
store our land. We can live in harmony
with an economy where we can care for
one another instead of extracting off of
each other.

We can build this world, and this
world is close. It is so close. It is so
close. That is why we see dark money
mobilizing the way that it is right now,
because they know that we can win.

Hopefully, in this package, we will
continue to win. But this fight does not
stop now. It does not stop with this in-
frastructure package. It will not stop,
frankly, throughout the course of our
lives because we have a responsibility
to leave this world a better place for
ourselves and our children.

Mr. BOWMAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from California
(Mr. TAKANO), the chair of the Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I
thank Representative BOWMAN for
yielding, and I fully appreciate an op-
portunity to be in partnership with a
fellow teacher for the cause of climate
change.

Climate change is infrastructure. Our
buildings, roads, and transportation
are directly impacted by the impending
climate crisis.

In this 1 year, we have seen our
oceans on fire; a pipeline broke in the
Gulf of Mexico; our bridges are crum-
bling; our buildings are collapsing;
wildfires and heat waves have been
paired with rolling blackouts in my
district.

Unfortunately, my constituents and I
have experienced this for decades with-
out much progress, but we cannot con-
tinue to accept this as a reality, a con-
tinuing reality.

In addition to losing power in my dis-
trict, some of the worst air quality in
the country exists in my district. De-
spite California leading the Nation in
investing in renewable energy, we still
are not doing enough.

As co-chair of the Congressional En-
ergy Storage Caucus, I know how crit-
ical it is for us to invest in renewable
microgrids that are powered by solar
and wind energy and backed by battery
energy storage. Congress must provide
municipalities, businesses, and resi-
dents with the ability to purchase and
build their own energy grids that are
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resilient to our frequent natural disas-
ters.

We have the technology to catch up
to the modern industrial world. We
cannot afford not to use this tech-
nology. We must invest.

Mr. BOWMAN. Madam Speaker, 1
yield to the gentlewoman from New
Mexico (Ms. STANSBURY).

Ms. STANSBURY. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today with my colleagues to con-
tinue calling attention to the survival
of our planet and our future genera-
tions, the well-being of our commu-
nities, and the critical importance of
passing legislation across the board
that reflects our values, which are em-
bodied in the Green New Deal.

The science is clear. We must ur-
gently address climate change now. We
must address our greenhouse gas foot-
print and the causes of climate change
now. We must mitigate the impacts of
climate change now. And we must sup-
port and center and empower and in-
vest in our communities now.

That is what the Green New Deal is
all about, building a world that is more
just, more equitable, and more cli-
mate-resilient for future generations,
for our children, for our parents, and
for everyone across our communities.

To do so, we have to invest in our
communities, critical infrastructure,
and all the things that will make it
possible for our communities to thrive.
The time is now to be decisive, to be
brave in our policymaking, to be bold
in our investments, and to lean into
the science.

We must do so now in the budget rec-
onciliation and infrastructure pack-
ages that this body is working to pass
right now.

This is especially critical for my
home State of New Mexico, where we
are already experiencing the impacts of
extreme drought, catastrophic fires,
heat waves, and an uncertain future,
and where our communities are already
struggling daily to make a living. Our
families are struggling to put food on
the table and struggling to support
people across our community.

It is absolutely critical that we sup-
port and center our communities in
this conversation and that we invest in
the resilient infrastructure that will
make it possible for us to live resil-
iently: our electric grid, broadband in-
frastructure, drinking water, irrigation
infrastructure, and green infrastruc-
ture, and to lean into our clean energy
future.

We must also invest in the infra-
structure of our communities, our care
economy, because that is the infra-
structure of our economy and the well-
being of our people, our schools, and
our families.
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We must do all of this through the
lens of social, racial, and economic jus-
tice, investing in good paying jobs, lift-
ing up the voices of and listening to
the people in our communities and en-
suring that their livelihoods and well-
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being are at the center of these con-
versations.

That is why we need bold action now
in the budget, in reconciliation, and in
the infrastructure package to ensure
that we are investing in things that are
not only shovel-ready but shovel wor-
thy and worthy of our communities
and their future.

The time for action is now. We need
climate action now, and I am proud to
stand shoulder to shoulder with my
colleagues here in the House and in the
Senate to ensure that we are making
good on our commitment to our future.

Mr. BOWMAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from California
(Mr. CARDENAS).

Mr. CARDENAS. Madam Speaker, 1
thank Mr. BOWMAN for reserving the
time on the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives so that we can speak the
truth about what too many families
and too many people—mostly poor peo-
ple—have to endure, not only in Amer-
ica but around the world.

I was born and raised in the north-
east San Fernando Valley, and I am
very, very proud to say, in the Senate
I have a colleague who grew up in
Pacoima just like I did. His parents
were immigrants of Mexico, and so
were mine. We went to the same ele-
mentary school and the same high
school, but yet at the same time we
ended up being on the city council to-
gether for some years, he as a council
president and I as a new member.

He said to me: Tony, what committee
do you want to chair?

I said: I want to chair the committee
that oversees the airport, the ports and
the Los Angeles Department of Water
and Power.

At that time the Los Angeles Depart-
ment of Water and Power was the larg-
est water and power district in Amer-
ica.

Why did I want to be on those com-
mittees?

Because those three entities are
spewing more into our atmosphere
than any other organizations in Los
Angeles. It gave me the opportunity to
live my values, to be able to grow up in
a poor community, yes, in the hood, in
the northeast San Fernando Valley, on
that side of town where there are more
dumpsites in that part of L.A. Coun-
ty—a county of 10 million people—but
they have concentrated more
dumpsites in my backyard than any
other place in that county.

For ALEX PADILLA, our families, and
me, we had to endure that for genera-
tions. But here Alex is, a city council
member, the president of the council,
choosing to put me as the chairman of
that committee. And while I was on
that committee, I forced the Los Ange-
les Department of Water and Power to
finally clean up their act.

Believe it or not, the progressive Los
Angeles Department of Water and
Power belongs to the city of Los Ange-
les, the people of Los Angeles. We were
fooled into believing that we are a pro-
gressive community and that we would
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not be spewing out dirty fossil fuels to
create the electricity that we depend
on every day. But we did, Madam
Speaker.

Approximately 60 percent of all of
the energy that was being produced for
our city and for our community was

coming from fossil fuels. Under the
presidency of President ALEX
PADILLA,—who is now our United

States Senator from California—he
gave me the mantle of being the chair-
man of that committee, we forced the
Los Angeles Department of Water and
Power to cut their emissions in half, to
literally divest themselves of dirty
coal plants, and to finally clean up our
act.

I am very, very proud to say that as
the first council member to represent
that community to be born and raised
in Pacoima, I was the first council
member to tell a company that owned
a private dumpsite when they wanted
to expand it again and again and again,
I was the first council member to say:
No, you are not.

We denied them their expansion.
That was the first time it had ever hap-
pened.

Again, Madam Speaker, for far too
long we were being represented by peo-
ple who didn’t realize or understand
what it is like to grow up in a commu-
nity where environmental injustice
prevails and proliferates. We suffer
from asthma rates that other commu-
nities don’t suffer. Our children do. Our
families do. We suffer from ground-
water that is more contaminated than
any other place in America.

We finally brought the grants from
Washington, from city hall, and from
Sacramento, our State capital, to clean
up our act and to clean up our ground-
water.

Those are the kinds of things that we
are doing in Congress. Those are the
kinds of things that the Green New
Deal has brought to light where before
only certain people experienced it and
only certain people cared.

Now, today, we are talking about
something that I am very proud of. I
am very proud to be one of the original
cosponsors of the Green New Deal in
this Congress, but equally proud, with
my colleague Congressman BOWMAN, to
be an original cosponsor of the Green
New Deal for Public Schools Act. These
are the kinds of investments that we
need to make as Congress.

Equally important, we need to make
sure that we continue to remind every
single person that we are in this to-
gether. As go our communities, as goes
our country, and as goes the environ-
ment, so does the planet. Even though
some billionaires are flying up into the
sky and getting into outer space, this
is our planet, Madam Speaker. We can-
not escape it.

Why try to escape it?

Why not just look in the mirror and
see what we all can do about it?

That is the responsible thing to do.
That is something that we can and
should be proud of.
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So I stand here today to encourage
every single one of us to help clean up
our act and to, once again, thank my
colleague, Congressman BOWMAN, for
inviting me and the rest of us to speak
the truth on this floor today about how
important it is that we have a Green
New Deal for all.

Mr. BOWMAN. Madam Speaker, 1
yield to the gentlewoman from Mis-
souri (Ms. BUSH), to whom I want to
wish a very happy birthday today.

Ms. BUSH is another powerful Green
New Deal champion who has intro-
duced a fantastic Green New Deal For
Cities bill. I also had the pleasure of
working with Ms. BUSH on our public
power resolution.

Ms. BUSH. Madam Speaker, St.
Louis and I rise today because the
Green New Deal cannot wait, and my
brother, Representative BOWMAN, un-
derstands that. I thank him for push-
ing this, and I thank him for speaking
up and speaking out. It is not an easy
place to speak out from. Especially as
Black Americans in this country, it is
not usually one of the things that peo-
ple think that the Black community
will speak out about, but this is our
work to speak out about it to make
sure that our communities are made
whole.

Yes, today is my 4b6th birthday.
Birthdays are both a time of celebra-
tion and a time of reflection.

Today, there are 11 more 90-degree
days per year in St. Louis than the
year that I was born. I am thinking
about that St. Louis heat, the heat
under which Michael Brown Jr.’s body
lay for more than 4%2 hours on the hot
asphalt in August of 2014.

I am wondering how many more 90-
degree days we will have when I turn
50.

What about when I turn 55?

When I turn 60?

I am wondering how many more
times Black bodies will lie dead in the
summer heat on that asphalt from the
environmental injustice of police mur-
der. Yes, that is an environmental in-
justice.

I am thinking about how in the dec-
ade I was born the city of St. Louis
pledged to prioritize elimination of
lead pipes. But today Black children in
the city of St. Louis are 2.4 times more
likely than White children to test posi-
tive for lead in their blood. For my en-
tire lifetime, we have been promised
that this problem would be fixed. But
today it still persists.

I am thinking about what the world
will look like when my son and my
daughter turn 45. I am thinking about
the opportunity we have right now to
deliver them a better world. I am
thinking about how blessed I am to be
in a position to do something about it.

Earlier this year, Congresswoman
ALEXANDRIA OCASIO-CORTEZ and I in-
troduced the Green New Deal for Cities
Act to fund the environmental justice
work of a Green New Deal in every
community. Our bill would create good
paying jobs in our communities to
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solve the environmental racism that
we face each and every day. It will
clean up our polluted creeks and our
vacant lots. Many don’t know that
when you drive in some communities,
Madam Speaker, where it looks like
the community doesn’t care, some-
times it is not that the community
doesn’t care, sometimes it is because
the ground is contaminated in our
Black and in our Brown communities
that those lots sit there vacant. Those
lots sit there like they are unattended
to, but there is more to the story, and
financially that is the issue.

When we look at cleaning up our pol-
luted creeks and our vacant lots—every
move further we have to make sure
that we replace fossil fuels with renew-
able energy.

Why are we still having that con-
versation?

I don’t want my 46th birthday to
come next year and our communities
are still waiting for the people with the
power of the pen and the people with
the power of the purse to deliver the
lifesaving changes that the people de-
serve. We need a Green New Deal.

For my birthday, please join me in
fighting for one everywhere.

Mr. BOWMAN. Madam Speaker, it is
amazing, whether we are talking about
the Bronx, New York; St. Louis, Mis-
souri; or New Mexico, it is obvious that
a Green New Deal is needed now.

Madam Speaker, I would like to close
by returning to one particular aspect
of the Green New Deal for Public
Schools because I think it highlights
something about the framework as a
whole. For me, one of the most excit-
ing parts of the Green New Deal for
Public Schools is how the learning en-
vironment in every school will be en-
riched, putting our young people at the
center of the green energy revolution.

Students will delve into every aspect
of the building retrofit process and im-
merse themselves in the broader sus-
tainability and social challenges that
we are tackling as a society. Each
school will become a living lab for the
Green New Deal. I cannot think of a
better way to nurture the curiosity, in-
genuity, and imaginations of our chil-
dren. We will be kick-starting climate,
STEM, and STEAM careers across the
United States, and our country will
reap the benefits of all that creativity.

The Green New Deal for Public
Schools and the entire Green New Deal
framework is built on the foundation of
care and healing and allowing everyone
in this country to unlock their full po-
tential.

This is an idea that is expressed in
Tupac Shakur’s brilliant poem ‘‘The
Rose That Grew from Concrete.”

Did you hear about the rose that grew from
a crack in the concrete?

Proving nature’s law is wrong it learned to
walk without having feet.

Funny it seems, but by keeping its dreams,
it learned to breathe fresh air.

Long live the rose that grew from concrete
when no one else ever cared.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.
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SERIOUS ISSUES FACING OUR
COUNTRY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. NEHLS) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NEHLS. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the subject of my
Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. NEHLS. Madam Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from the great State
of Pennsylvania (Mr. MEUSER).

Mr. MEUSER. Madam Speaker, the
Biden administration and Democrat
House leadership want to cap off their
first 6 months with an additional $3.5
trillion in massive bills which will be
the largest expansion of government
ever.

Let’s review the past 6 months. Prior
to the Biden administration, on a bi-
partisan basis we here in this Congress
allocated $3.7 trillion for COVID relief
and recovery on a bipartisan basis.

President Biden and the Democrats
through a completely partisan spend-
ing bill spent $1.9 trillion, three times
more than many thought was nec-
essary, and many Democrat economists
also felt that way, especially since
GDP growth was hitting record levels,
clearly indicating American recovery.
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Now we are experiencing inflation at
really historic levels. Milk, bread,
fruit, gasoline, among other items,
have seen price increases, taxing all
Americans. Unemployment remains
very high in States that continue to
extend and enhanced unemployment
insurance. Meanwhile, virtually all em-
ployers have a shortfall in their work-
force and are looking for employees.

Additionally, illegal immigration is
at an all-time high. We see the mess at
the border with no real corrections
being made by the Biden administra-
tion or the Democrat-led House. Crime
is hitting record levels in urban and
suburban American. Oil imports from
Russia are at an all-time high while we
restrict energy production here at
home, and China’s economy is roaring.

We receive no cooperation from the
CCP or the WHO, regarding investiga-
tions into the origins of COVID-19. Ad-
ditionally, cyberattacks originating
from China and Russia have presented
a huge threat to American businesses
large and small, yet, we have little to
no response from the Biden administra-
tion or from our Democratic leadership
here in the House.

Now the Democrats are putting a bi-
partisan transportation infrastructure
bill in jeopardy that was agreed upon
because they insist on spending $3.5
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trillion-plus for all kinds of govern-
ment expansion initiatives, including
expansions in Medicaid, ObamaCare,
EPA, IRS, and I could go on.

This reckless expansion of govern-
ment after $5 trillion in spending will
rock our economy, destroy career op-
portunities, create permanent depend-
ency on government, and saddle our fu-
ture American generations with debt
well beyond what the eye can see or
what the mind can contemplate.

Say ‘‘no’” to reconciliation. Say
“yes’” to a bipartisan transportation
infrastructure bill.

Mr. NEHLS. Madam Speaker, I thank
my dear friend for his comments.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. JACKSON), my
great friend.

Mr. JACKSON. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to bring attention to a seri-
ous issue facing my home State of
Texas and millions of Americans, the
Biden border crisis. Things at our
southern border have gotten worse by
the day since Joe Biden and KAMALA
HARRIS have taken office.

For example, illegal immigration
numbers were up 450 percent in June
compared to June of last year. June
was the fourth straight month with
over 170,000 apprehensions. Border Pa-
trol officials have seized more fentanyl
so far in 2021 than all of 2020.

COVID cases among illegal immi-
grants are up 900 percent in the Rio
Grande Valley. Numbers don’t lie. The
Biden administration’s reckless ap-
proach to immigration has caused a
full-blown crisis at the border, and
there is absolutely nothing being done
to stop it.

To be clear, the public health and
drug crises that have been exacerbated
by what is happening at the border are
not just a problem for border States.
The drugs being smuggled in at the
border are coming to a neighborhood
near you, courtesy of Joe Biden and
KAMALA HARRIS.

Their hypocrisy on the public health
threat, in particular, couldn’t be more
appalling. While pushing stringent
COVID rules on the American peobple,
the Biden administration is simulta-
neously pushing an open-border agenda
that includes placing COVID-infected
illegal immigrants all over this coun-
try. It is absolutely unbelievable.

Every American will ultimately be
impacted in some way by this Biden
border crisis. I plea with the President
to reverse his failed immigration plan
and start protecting the American peo-
ple.

Mr. NEHLS. Madam Speaker, I thank
Mr. JACKSON for his comments.

Madam Speaker, my colleagues and I
will address tonight the many, many
serious issues facing our country: the
unprecedented crisis at our southern
border; the highest inflation we have
seen in 13 years; the Democrats’ out-of-
control spending and tax increases; the
Democrats’ undermining of the Hyde
amendment; and the Democrats’ de-
fense of the Communist Cuba regime.
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