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Mr. FERGUSON. I yield to the gen-
tleman.

Mr. AGUILAR. I appreciate the ques-
tion, and this is such a timely and im-
portant topic that the country needs to
address. I am incredibly pleased with
the bipartisan success that the nego-
tiations have led to, to date.

As the gentleman knows, those con-
versations continue to be ongoing, but
the majority believes that those con-
versations are progressing in a way
that is hopeful toward addressing this
issue.

I think both sides realize, and I hope
the minority realizes, the importance
of making changes to protect our com-
munities. I know the gentleman is a
former mayor, as I am as well. So we
have dealt with a lot of these issues at
the local level.

So what I would say is, Senator
ScoTrT, Congressman STAUBER, and
Congresswoman KAREN BASS have been
engaged in this discussion. We want to
give them the latitude and the flexi-
bility to continue those discussions. I
wouldn’t agree with the characteriza-
tion that the gentleman from Georgia
made about where the negotiations are,
but I can tell you that we are com-
mitted to seeing this done. We are com-
mitting to getting this done and put-
ting a bill on the floor that will have
strong bipartisan support.

Mr. FERGUSON. Reclaiming my
time.

I implore the majority to put Mr.
STAUBER and Mr. ScoTT’s bill onto the
floor as soon as possible so that we can
reach a bipartisan vote and consensus
on this.

I just want to make one other obser-
vation here, knowing that it is police
week. We have got men and women
around this country—you and I, again,
both as mayors, had the honor of being
involved in that, seeing the sacrifice
that they make, whether it is local po-
lice officers or deputies out patrolling
our country roads in many parts of my
district; the men and women of the
Customs and Border Patrol Agency
who are down there putting their lives
on the line every single day to stop the
grossness of human trafficking and the
horrors of narcotic trafficking; or look-
ing around this very building that we
are in right now, looking at the men
and women who have been here, that
will continue to be here to serve us and
protect us.

What I found very interesting about
this week is that the silence from the
majority is deafening. Not bringing a
resolution to honor our men and
women in law enforcement says an
awful lot about how you feel.

And I will say this: I think the ma-
jority should come back in—and I
think we would all agree to do this
next week—to put a resolution on the
floor to honor the men and women of
law enforcement, because I can’t imag-
ine which group is not worthy of that.

I yield to the gentleman.

Mr. AGUILAR. As the gentleman
knows, there was a lengthy Special
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Order hour led by our colleague from
Florida, former police chief herself,
talking about the importance of these
issues, the importance of honoring he-
roes, the importance of honoring peo-
ple who put themselves in harm’s way
each and every day and are behaving
well.

What I would ask the gentleman
from Georgia is, in that similar vein,
honoring police week, honoring those
folks who helped us, who looked out for
us January 6, I hope the gentleman will
encourage the minority leader to meet
with Officer Fanone from the Metro-
politan Police Department, who has re-
quested a meeting with the minority
leader to talk about the events of Jan-
uary 6 and to talk about his experi-
ences, which were so impactful as he
shared them on national television and
as he talked about the role that he
played and the role that his colleagues
played in protecting this temple of de-
mocracy.

I hope that the minority leader has
the time to meet with Officer Fanone.
I signed a letter to the minority leader
from my colleagues encouraging him
to do so, and I hope that the gentleman
from Georgia reiterates the importance
to meet with law enforcement heroes.
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Mr. FERGUSON. But, again, I want
to go back to it, with the morale of the
officers here in the Capitol as low as it
is right now, the tremendous stresses
that they are under, the staffing prob-
lems that they have, wondering wheth-
er or not this entire body at times has
their back.

Mr. AGUILAR. Will the gentleman
yield?

Mr. FERGUSON. No, not yet. I think
it is important that this body bring a
resolution to the floor supporting the
men and women in law enforcement
around the Nation, but particularly
right here in this Capitol. I will be the
first one, along with the rest of my col-
leagues, to support that resolution.

And, so again, it is very simple. A lot
of words. And I do appreciate the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Mrs. DEMINGS),
for leading the Special Order. She cer-
tainly knows, as a former law enforce-
ment officer and leader of a depart-
ment, how tough that is. But, again,
the silence here is deafening.

With that, Madam Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

———

DEVASTATING IMPACTS OF
CLIMATE CHANGE

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to talk about the devastating ef-
fects of climate change in California,
and obviously throughout the country.

Following one of the driest years on
record, the State is facing yet another
water crisis. This week, Governor
Newsom declared a drought state of
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emergency for the majority of Cali-
fornia, a declaration which has become,
sadly, all too common in the last dec-
ade.

The availability of a clean, reliable
water supply forms the foundation of
the economy of not only all of Cali-
fornia, but home to the San Joaquin
Valley that I proudly represent. Our
farmers feed the world, and they can’t
do it without a reliable water supply.
We like to say, ‘“Where water flows,
food grows.”’

We must use every tool in the water
toolbox to find new ways to store water
for agriculture and deliver water, clean
drinking water for our communities.

I have introduced legislation to help
build on my previous efforts to build
additional water resiliency by pro-
viding funding needed to repair our
aging water infrastructure, and now
this is the year.

I will continue to push for water re-
sources necessary to help California
weather the severe impacts of this re-
peated drought. Climate change is real,
it is happening now. It is time to act.
Our future depends on it.

————

BACK THE BLUE

(Mr. GOSAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GOSAR. Madam Speaker, this
week is National Police Week. I rise
today to honor the courageous men and
women in blue.

We know that a single week is simply
not enough to recognize the service and
sacrifice that police officers and their
families make. Thank you for your
dedication and thank you for putting
your lives on the line in order to make
our communities safer each and every
day.

Unfortunately, our brave law en-
forcement officers have come under at-
tack by the liberal media and leftists
who dangerously and wrongfully sug-
gest that the answer to all problems is
to defund the police. This growing
antipolice rhetoric is disgusting, and it
threatens the safety and security of
communities across America.

Members of our law enforcement
community regularly face dangerous
and demanding circumstances, yet
they possess a willingness to set aside
their own safety for the sake of others.

Let me be perfectly clear, I back the
blue 100 percent. You have our unwav-
ering support and gratitude. Once
again, during National Police Week,
thank you for your sacrifices and lead-
ership you provide our communities.
May we never forget how appreciated
you are every single day.

————

REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS
DURING PREGNANCY

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute
and to revise and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New

York. Madam Speaker, I rise in strong
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support of H.R. 1065, the Pregnant
Workers Fairness Act that just passed
this House of Representatives.

Pregnancy discrimination holds
working parents back and threatens fi-
nancial stability, with women of color
being disproportionately harmed by
the lack of workplace protections.

It is long past time we ensure that
every worker is entitled to reasonable
accommodations to support a healthy
pregnancy.

We just celebrated Mother’s Day.
What if, in addition to flowers one day
a year, we make sure that during preg-
nancy, workers have fair working con-
ditions and are never in the position of
risking their safety to continue pro-
viding for themselves and their fami-
lies?

This bipartisan bill simply requires
reasonable accommodations for preg-
nant workers, like adequate breaks,
and protects them from discrimination
that can drive them from the work-
place. No pregnant worker should have
to choose between their and their
baby’s health or their job.

————
FOLLOW THE SCIENCE

(Mr. MURPHY of North Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MURPHY of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, as we all know, the
CDC finally altered the mask mandates
to reflect the science that we have
known for months. People who are vac-
cinated do not need to wear masks in-
doors, outdoors in most settings. Fol-
low the science.

As a physician of 30 years, I believe
that people should get vaccinated, but
at the end of the day it is a personal
choice and a decision that should be
made between patient and doctor, not
person and Speaker.

At this point practically everyone
has had the opportunity to get vac-
cinated if they want it. The infinite
majority of the at-risk population in
the United States has been vaccinated.
I have been vaccinated for months now,
but when I get done with this speech, I
have to put my mask back on despite
what the science says because the
Speaker mandates it. That is not the
doctor-patient relationship.

Back in North Carolina, my constitu-
ents will still be required to wear a
mask in grocery stores because Gov-
ernor Cooper mandates it. Again, not
the doctor-patient relationship.

So much for following the science.

———

THE CLIMATE CRISIS ISN'T JUST
ABOUT WEATHER

(Mr. CASTEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CASTEN. Madam Speaker,
wildfires, flooding, and superstorms are
the most tangible signs of a warming
planet, but the climate crisis is not
just about weather. It is about wealth.

A recent study by Swiss Re found
that if we remain on our current tra-
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jectory, global GDP will fall by 18 per-
cent by 2050. Investors understand this.
They care about climate change be-
cause it is in their economic self-inter-
est.

As BlackRock CEO Larry Fink said,
“Climate risk is investment risk.”
Main Street investors have put $37 tril-
lion, roughly omne-third of all assets
under management, into climate-fo-
cused ESG investments.

Unfortunately, our regulation has
not kept up with that demand. There is
no consistent definition of how to
quantify a firm’s contribution to, or
protection from, a warming globe. Left
to choose from a menu of methodolo-
gies, companies often just pick what is
most favorable to them.

We don’t allow companies to pick
their own financial accounting stand-
ards. Investors are asking us to provide
the same consistency for their climate
accounting. That is why I introduced
the Climate Risk Disclosure Act, which
directs the SEC to create consistent
mandatory climate reporting standards
for all public companies.

This will allow companies to compete
for capital on a level playing field, pro-
viding investors with the certainty
they need to hedge their financial risk.
Yesterday my bill passed committee
and will now come to the floor.

The right time to safeguard our fi-
nancial system against climate change
was decades ago, but our last chance is
now.

——————

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
CELEBRATES 150 YEARS

(Mr. FORTENBERRY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Madam Speak-
er, I wish to congratulate Pastor Mike
Moreno and the entire congregation of
Christ Lutheran Church in Norfolk, Ne-
braska, on their 150th anniversary.

With a shared mission to share God’s
word, share God’s love, and as they say,
“Do it now,” the community of Christ
Lutheran Church is a family. As one
member of the congregation said,
“When one is hurting, all are hurting.
When one is joyful, we celebrate to-
gether.”” How beautiful.

The church also oversees Christ Lu-
theran School, educating 225 students
in grades K-8, in an environment that
develops a child spiritually, emotion-
ally, physically, socially to know the
personal story and potentiality of each
student.

Though we have many hardships and
challenges in the world today, Madam
Speaker, I am quite certain that Christ
Lutheran Church and their community
will remain a place of solace and hope
for those seeking to hear good news.

MOURNING THE LOSS OF MARY
BISHOP
(Ms. CLARKE of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)
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Ms. CLARKE of New York. Madam
Speaker, I rise today with profound
sadness to mourn the loss and cele-
brate the life of Ms. Mary Bishop, di-
rector of constituent services for the
Ninth District of New York and my
dear friend.

Mary has been with our office and me
for more than 15 years. She was ex-
traordinary and compassionate, with a
heart of gold. She embodied what it
meant to be an advocate for the people,
and her passing has been felt across our
district.

On a personal note, I will dearly miss
Mary. We celebrated together, laughed
together, and shared a passion for the
people of the Ninth District together.
Mary Bishop worked hard, played hard,
and was a God-fearing Caribbean Amer-
ican woman who loved her family im-
mensely.

On behalf of the people of the Ninth
District and the Clarke family, I want
to extend my thoughts and prayers to
the family, loved ones, friends who
were touched by the life and legacy of
the incomparable Mary Bishop.

In closing, when I think of Mary, I
am reminded of Mahalia Jackson’s ‘‘If
I Can Help Somebody.”

If I can help somebody as I travel along,

If I can help someone with a word or a song,
If I can help somebody from doing wrong,
Then my living shall not be in vain.

My dear friend Mary, your living was
not in vain. You will be dearly missed.

——
WE MUST STAND WITH ISRAEL

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to express my strong support for
our vital ally, Israel. The recent rocket
attacks launched by Hamas terrorists
against innocent Israelis must be un-
equivocally condemned, and our sup-
port for Israel’s right to defend herself
must be crystal clear.

Between President Biden’s weak
leadership and anti-Semitic comments
made by Members of this very body,
terrorist organizations like Hamas feel
that they can get away with attacking
our ally. They have emboldened them.

The world is watching, and there is
no room for silence or appeasement of
terrorists. Congress and the Biden ad-
ministration must immediately reaf-
firm America’s longstanding commit-
ment to Israel and offer any and all
support.

Mr. President, wake up. There is only
one democracy in the Middle East, and
we must stand with Israel.

———

NOT A TYPICAL TOURIST DAY

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. I remind the House that
we were under attack on January 6.

Earlier this week a freshman Repub-
lican said that January 6 could have
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