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Deere, those types of things. They have
line employees, and they want to get
those cabs worked through the line.

Guess what happens?

Employees don’t show up. They can’t
fill the jobs. They have lots of disrup-
tion.

We are seeing these supply chain dis-
ruptions all across the country, sky-
rocketing costs for materials and oth-
ers. A lot of this is tied to these bad
policies.

What I do appreciate is some of the
Governors across the country who have
taken it upon themselves to say: You
know what we are going to do? If you
don’t look for qualified work, if you
don’t accept work, you are going to
lose your unemployment compensation
benefits.

Unfortunately, in Minnesota and
some other States, you have Governors
that want to hang onto emergency
powers and still not make those re-
quirements.

I think at the Federal level, in my
Small Business Committee and other
committees represented here, we
should look at how we can tie those
benefits to make sure that there are
those strings attached and we do every-
thing possible to get folks back in the
workforce. It is time. And I know that
that is always best for folks to have
good, high-paying jobs, and Dbe
upwardly mobile and self-sufficient.

O 1930

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield to the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. DONALDS).

Mr. DONALDS. The inflation report
came out this morning, 4.2 percent in-
crease in inflation. You have got to ask
yourself what happened and how did it
happen so fast?

Well, one of the key things we are
seeing in this economy is very clear.
What we are seeing is that the pool of
workers is actually quite small com-
pared to the demand for product from
people who, frankly, have been locked
down for over a year who are ready to
go out and spend a lot of money that
they have saved, get back to normal
life, but there aren’t the necessary
workforce in order to produce the level
of goods that the economy is demand-
ing. So then, of course, the price of
every individual unit is now going up
because you have a scarcity of supply.

How did this happen? Well, when this
body passed a coronavirus spending
bill, or the American Rescue Plan or
however you want to call it, when we
put in an additional payment of direct
checks to individuals, not to mention
extended unemployment benefits that
are 100 percent to what their wages
were before the pandemic, and you let
that run through the later part of this
year, you are going to see exactly what
we have seen all across America.

You have seen too many workers not
filling their shifts. I will give you an
example. I was at a McDonald’s drive-
through, 24-hour drive-through in my
district about 12:30 in the morning. I
was hungry. The first drive-through I
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went through, there was nobody there
working. They cordoned off the drive-
through. Has anybody in America ever
seen a McDonald’s 24-hour drive-
through closed? It was closed because
nobody was there.

The second McDonald’s I went to,
there was one worker in the shop. He
said, ‘It is going to take me 30 minutes
to fill your order because nobody else
is here, and I am making breakfast for
the morning shifts.”

We have to pull back some of these
benefits. We have to, because the way
you miss a jobs report by 750,000 jobs is
by paying people to stay home. That is
not working for our economy. It is not
working for our small businesses, and
we are starting to see the effects in in-
flation, and it is only going to get
worse unless we act swiftly here in the
Nation’s Capitol.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume to
close. I thank the gentleman for his
comments. I want to thank all of my
colleagues who joined me and joined us
here tonight. Thank you to my friend
Representative JACKIE WALORSKI for
cohosting this Special Order.

We all agree that it was necessary for
Congress to step up and act quickly to
help hardworking Americans laid off or
out of work during the widespread pan-
demic shutdowns. But here we are,
three vaccines later, the States are
loosening restrictions. We need to
refocus on where we are going, on what
we are doing, on making sure children
go back to school and people go back to
work.

I am proud to support Ranking Mem-
ber BRADY’S Reopening America by
Supporting Workers and Businesses
Act. Instead of paying people to stay
home, it will allow States to provide
back-to-work bonuses and increased
funding for reemployment services.

In April’s dismal jobs report, which
was mentioned earlier, it is an indica-
tion we have a long way to go. It is a
time that we need to get our economy
back on track and our people back to
work. Every time we go down the
street, if you listen to the people who
spoke here tonight, jobs, help wanted,
help wanted, help wanted, and no help
to be found. Why? Because as good as
an intention as we had when we passed
the unemployment extensions, Mr.
Speaker, what we are doing is we are
prolonging this situation where we can
actually get back to work. We can take
these things off, we can actually be
safe going to work. We are being vac-
cinated. Things are gearing back up.

Let’s not go down the path of govern-
ment entrapment. Let’s go back to
what America is about: People seeking
employment when jobs are there, to
bettering their family when jobs are
there. Not through government pro-
grams, but through the opportunity of
actually working every day to provide
for their families and to provide their
children and grandchildren with oppor-
tunities.

We are going to have to do that be-
cause we have spent a lot of money this
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last year, quite often in making sure
that our American citizens were taken
care of. And rightfully so. But now it is
time to go back to work.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

———

OUR FRIENDS IN ISRAEL ARE
UNDER ATTACK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. MAST) for
30 minutes.

Mr. MAST. I am joined by my col-
league here, Mr. ROY. There will be
some colloquy going between us as we
each feel the need to discuss what is
going on in Israel right now, the re-
sponse by the world, the response by
the United States of America.

Mr. Roy, I don’t know if you have
any opening comments that you would
like to begin with, but we can certainly
start with that.

Mr. ROY. I would just say how much
I appreciate the gentleman, I appre-
ciate his service, I appreciate his un-
derstanding about how important
Israel is to us as an ally and how im-
portant it is for our country to stand
united right now as we watch our
friends under attack. I look forward to
engaging with him.

Mr. MAST. Let’s start with what my
friend just said, our friends under at-
tack. That first word, ‘‘under attack”
is the most important part to realize
here. I want to quote one of our other
colleagues in a statement, Ms. OMAR,
in one of her statements about these
very events. She said, ‘‘Israel air-
strikes Kkilling civilians in Gaza is an
act of terrorism. Palestinians deserve
protection. Unlike Israel, missile de-
fense programs such as Iron Dome
don’t exist to protect Palestinian civil-
ians. It is unconscionable to not con-
demn these attacks.”

That is absolutely right. Palestinians
don’t receive support like Iron Dome.
That would be akin to giving al-Qaida
or ISIS or the Taliban U.S. bomb tech-
nicians and military personnel to help
them out. That would be the apples-to-
apples comparison of giving the
attackers, Hamas, Palestinian Islamic
jihad, others, that would be the equiva-
lent of giving them those kind of as-
sets.

Hamas purposefully makes their ci-
vilians the shields to their offensive
points. That is not hyperbole. Think
about that, what they do to their popu-
lation. I don’t want to just speak about
this in platitudes.

If the gentleman has anything to
add, by all means, I will just yield to
him as that time arises.

I want to speak about these by spe-
cific incident to say exactly how much
Israel is being attacked and let the
American people judge who is the ag-
gressor here. We will go over both
rocket attacks, which are acts of ter-
rorism, and suicide bombings.

You might think I am reading every
one of them in history, but I am not.
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They are all serious, but I am reading
what largely became the most serious
of them. We will start just now with
the rocket attacks.

I am not going to read for today be-
cause the totals aren’t in, but as of
yesterday, over 600 rockets were
launched into Israel. When I say 600
rockets, I don’t want people to think
they are small, the size of this table or
my cane. We are talking about Fajr-5
rockets. They are made by Iran. They
are 21 feet long. That is basically a lit-
tle bit longer than a Chevy Suburban.
The warheads on these rockets are
about 90 kilograms, or 200 pounds of ex-
plosives. To put that into perspective,
what detonated underneath my feet
when I lost my legs was probably some-
where around 5 to 10 pounds. So each of
these warheads being fired in, some-
where around 200 pounds of explosives.

So just yesterday, 600 rockets; May 9,
six rockets; April 25, five rockets; April
24, two rockets; April 23, 36 rockets;
April 15, one rocket; January 20, one
rocket; January 18, two rockets.

Going back into 2020, December 26,
two rockets; November 21, one rocket;
November 14, two rockets; October 22,
two rockets; October 16, one rocket;
September 15, 13 rockets; August 21, 12
rockets; August 16, two rockets; Au-
gust 2, one rocket; July 5, three rock-
ets; June 26, two rockets; June 15, one
rocket; February 23 and 24, 90 rockets
over the course of that Sunday and
Monday.

Moving into 2019, November 12, 190
rockets launched by Palestinian Is-
lamic jihad; May 5, 200 rockets; May 4,
260 rockets; March 25, one rocket;
March 14, two rockets.

Going back into 2018, November 12,
one mortar; November 11, 17 rockets;
August 8, eight rockets; July 26, 11
rockets; July 14, 174 rockets, barrage,
Israel.

And we are talking about—let’s put
into this perspective as well—a country
roughly the size of the State of New
Jersey, not the breadth of the United
States of America.

Mr. ROY. Has the gentleman traveled
to Israel?

Mr. MAST. Many times.

Mr. ROY. Is the gentleman aware
that even when it is the size of New
Jersey, really the population center is
really in an area pretty much the size
of probably about a quarter of New Jer-
sey or half of New Jersey, right?

In Lebanon, for example, at all times,
there is about 150,000 rockets sitting
there pointing at this space between
Tel Aviv and Jerusalem in the north-
ern part of Israel, where virtually all of
the population lives, of all walks of
faith, by the way. They are under con-
stant threat, and without Iron Dome
would be in grave danger, as they are
taking this rocket fire from the Gaza
Strip today.

Mr. MAST. You are exactly right. We
have both had the honor of spending
time there. I have had the honor in my
life of wearing two military uniforms,
for a dozen years in the U.S. Army and
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also for a period wearing the uniform
of the Israel Defense Forces.

One of the things that I learned so
well in my time spent serving there
was what I feel the same way about as
a father of four. When you go over
there and you get to the weekend and
the time for Shabbat dinner, each fam-
ily over there, because everybody
serves, as they get their family to-
gether for that Shabbat meal, every
family is waiting for a son, a daughter,
a grandson, a granddaughter to come
home from that weekend from that
service that everybody is mandated to
perform and that in all likelihood,
sometime during their service, they
will probably have to wield their weap-
on in defense of Israel, given the per-
centages of the times that they find
themselves under attack.

Mr. ROY. As we have been watching
over the last several weeks with our
friends in Israel under attack, particu-
larly this week with the amount of
missiles that are going in, there has
been wide success, obviously, with Iron
Dome, but obviously that puts a con-
tinued stress on Iron Dome. Is the gen-
tleman as concerned as I am that we
have this country standing alongside
Israel to ensure that they have got the
resources they need, that they can con-
tinue to have a strong Iron Dome, con-
tinue to be able to push back on the
rockets that are being fired into Israel
from Gagza Strip by Hamas?

Mr. MAST. I could not agree more,
and to put into perspective why, a
great American word, Alamo. Israel is
really, it is an Alamo in the Middle
East, of freedom, democracy, human
rights for all people. That is what they
are in that region, and if we don’t
stand for them, for that friend, that
great ally in this region, who do we
stand for?

Mr. ROY. I am a proud Representa-
tive of San Antonio, Texas, where our
Alamo stands, so I appreciate that ref-
erence. Is the gentleman aware that
there has been numerous casualties,
numerous deaths as a result of this
rocket fire, very specifically including
non-Israeli citizens? In fact, I saw some
social media yesterday of a young In-
dian woman from the country of India
who was killed while visiting Israel,
and that there have been numerous
others, children, and others that have
lost their lives, and, also, thousands
upon thousands of Israeli farmland
that has been torched and burned, live-
lihoods that have been put into dis-
array as a result of this rocket fire.
Does the gentleman agree with that?

Mr. MAST. I totally agree. Let’s
make a perspective on that as well.

Mr. ROY. Please.

Mr. MAST. I just went over a tre-
mendous list of years of rocket at-
tacks. Now, when Israel goes and flies
over the Gaza Strip and puts a piece of
ordnance on a target, it is because that
location is where they were firing rock-
ets from. They are defending them-
selves. That is very specific. It is the
definition of defense.
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All of those rockets and mortars
being lobbed into Israel, those are fired
entirely indiscriminately beyond, say,
they are trying to send them in an
area. They are not trying to send those
rockets in to land and take down a
date tree or some other kind of farm
field or something like that. Their spe-
cific intent is to indiscriminately hit
the largest centers of population and
anybody or any piece of infrastructure,
whether it is related to military, civil-
ians, restaurants, you name it, they
don’t care. It is the definition of indis-
criminate killing.

O 1945

Mr. ROY. Is the gentleman aware
that there have been numerous people
who have thrown out the phrase that
Israel—many of our friends, by the
way—that Israel has a right to defend
itself. I mean, we hear this regularly.

Would the gentleman agree that
Israel has more than a right to defend
itself, but rather a duty and, in fact, a
responsibility to defend itself, defend
the people of Israel, and to stand
strong as what you just described, the
greatest democracy in the Middle East
with a plurality of individuals in that
country who respect freedom and de-
mocracy in a multiethnic population
even as we are, as a result, I believe, of
the previous administration, experi-
encing a renaissance in the Middle
East, potential peace. We are seeing
the response to that here, if the gen-
tleman would agree.

Mr. MAST. I would respond to the
gentleman by saying what greater call-
ing for any government, what greater
responsibility for any government,
than to protect its people.

You speak at length about the pro-
tection that the United States of
America owes to its people on the
southern border. It is one of the things
that you address so regularly. That
carries over to what we are speaking
about right here.

I would add on this point simply to
that: When I go back in time and say
what brought about me going over to
put on the uniform of the IDF, I was a
student in Boston. At that time, a re-
cent Gaza war was going on, back in
2014. What I witnessed there, aside
from people who were protesting
Israel—again, for going out there and
defending herself—were people also see-
ing U.S. servicemembers like myself.
They were out there to protest Israel,
but they started harassing people like
me and my family because they could
see I was a U.S. servicemember. So,
that goes to the jump that they make
when they layer the United States and
Israel next to one another.

But what I said to myself after those
experiences was this makes absolutely
no sense. This is total hypocrisy. If any
one of our neighbors—Mexico, some
Caribbean country, Canada—started
lobbing rockets or lobbing mortars into
the United States of America, my
friends in the service would go and
eliminate those enemies. Everybody in
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the United States of America would be
grateful to them for doing so. How we
do not afford that same right to
Israel—or some of our colleagues do
not—is absolutely beyond me.

Mr. ROY. Would the gentleman be
surprised if I told him that on my first
trip to Israel in 2014 May, I believe,
that we were able to take a helicopter
tour of the north end of Israel, as I de-
scribed earlier, where the bulk of the
population is, and fly up the Jordan
River and go up to the northern part of
Israel, and that we would have been
able to experience visiting a hospital in
Israel where Israeli doctors, Jewish
doctors, were caring for at the time—
the gentleman will remember in 2014
what was going on in Syria and the
devastating toll that the Syrian regime
was having on its own people—and that
there were children and women and
those who were being attacked in their
own country in Syria who were receiv-
ing the best, top-notch medical care in
the world in Israeli hospitals? Then,
Israelis were secreting them back to
Syria and not making it public so that
there would be no reprisal taken
against the Syrians because they had
gone to get care in Israel.

Would the gentleman be surprised by
that, based on his experience and his
service in Israeli Defense Forces?

Mr. MAST. Not surprised in the
slightest. We have seen this not just go
on for those who were wounded in
Syria and other places. We can see it
right here in our own area of the world,
where Israel responded to the earth-
quake in Haiti and other natural disas-
ters around the globe. They are often
among the first on the ground to go out
there and respond.

The gentleman has spoken about his
time in Israel, and we have spoken
about some of these rocket attacks.
Again, I don’t want to live in the am-
biguous here. I want to speak to ex-
actly what has gone on in history. I am
now going to move at this point to
some of the suicide bombings that have
taken place in the State of Israel and
go through some of those.

In 2016, a bus bombing, 20 injured;
Hamas takes credit.

Now, before I continue with just say-
ing ‘“Hamas takes credit” or ‘‘Pales-
tinian Islamic jihad,” it is important
to have perspective on that, as well. In
2006, Hamas is not just a terrorist orga-
nization. In 2006, they became the ma-
jority-elected government for the Pal-
estinian Authority. So, when people
talk about a two-state solution, you
are talking about Hamas, which I am
going to speak about in length here
being the government entity that
would be that second state.

Let’s continue on. We will go to 2006
here. Rosh Ha’ir Restaurant bombing,
11 killed, Palestinian Islamic jihad.

HaSharon Mall, December 2005, five
killed, Palestinian Islamic jihad.

Market bombing, October 26, seven
killed, Palestinian Islamic jihad.

Mall bombing, July 12, 2005,
killed, Palestinian Islamic jihad.

five
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Club bombing, February 25 in Tel
Aviv, al-Agsa Martyrs’ Brigades,
Hezbollah involvement.

Bus bombing, January 29, 2004, Jeru-
salem, 11 killed, Hamas.

Liberty Bell Park bus bombing, Feb-
ruary 22, eight killed, al-Aqgsa Martyrs’
Brigades.

Ashdod Port massacre, March 14,
2004, 10 killed in a double suicide bomb-
ing carried out by, again, Hamas.

Beersheba bus bombing, August 31,
2004, 16 killed, Hamas claims responsi-
bility.

Again, I am reading to you just a
small portion of all the attacks that I
could read to you.

Haifa bus 37 suicide bombing, March
5, 2003, 17 killed.

Bus station massacre, January 5,
2003, in Tel Aviv, 23 killed, Palestinian
Islamic jihad and Hamas.

Mike’s Place suicide bombing, a pub,
April 30, 2003, three killed, Hamas.

Gross Square attack, May 17, 2003,
two killed, Hamas.

Jerusalem, bus number six bombing,
seven killed, Hamas claims responsi-
bility.

Davidka Square bus bombing, June 1,
2003, 17 killed, Hamas claims responsi-
bility.

The list could go on. I don’t know if
you would care to comment on any of
this as I could continue year after year
with these suicide attacks, the
stabbings, the bombings, the vehicular
manslaughter, the rocket attacks. It
goes on and on.

Mr. ROY. I would say to the gen-
tleman that my response is that I
could go through a similar list, and the
gentleman has done that perfectly
well.

What I was struck by in my time in
Israel, and that was particularly in the
summer of 2019 as I already described
and May 2014, the extent to which the
people of Israel were so grateful, one,
for the United States’ support in work-
ing with them on Iron Dome in order to
have the technology, and not just Iron
Dome, David’s Sling and all the various
different technologies that they are
using to be able to live, to be able to
live in less fear, and their ability, by
the way, to build a fence, to build an
infrastructure and border in order to
prevent traffic and people coming in
that might wish to do them harm, and
the extent to which they would tell
stories about loved ones that each and
every one of them had lost in one of
these suicide bombings or some other
attack.

How gratified they were that many of
these things were things they were
talking about in the past and that
Israel was moving forward and being
able to live in peace and to be able to
live without fear of those kinds of at-
tacks as much.

I would just question whether the
gentleman would agree that—I don’t
necessarily always believe in coinci-
dences when we have an administration
who refuses to even call Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu for the first 40 or 50
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days of the administration. We have an
administration that was more inter-
ested in sitting down with Iran than
sitting down with our friends in Israel,
so that we might see that some of our
enemies, our mutual enemies, are
emboldened to engage in this kind of
attack.

Mr. MAST. I could not agree more
with the gentleman. It is important
that we acknowledge the truth. Who
are our friends, who are our enemies,
who those are that are posing a threat,
what are the threats that they are pos-
ing, we make that known.

That has an effect on the saber-rat-
tling, and we should take the saber-rat-
tling that is going on, whether it is in
Iran or whether it is in a Palestinian-
controlled territory or Syria or any-
where else, we need to take that seri-
ously.

To your point about that pride that
you saw and that friendship between
the U.S. and Israel, on a separate expe-
rience, again, in Israel, I believe this
was in 2017 for myself, I am with my
wife. We are down on the Sea of Galilee
with other Members of Congress, lit-
erally inside of a restaurant filled sim-
ply with patrons of that area. The pa-
trons in that restaurant stood up and
to us, who were Members of Congress,
the United States House of Representa-
tives, bipartisan, they sang ‘“God Bless
America.”

I would challenge anybody that we
could find many places across the globe
where we would find a group of res-
taurant patrons who would stand and
sing twice, in my experience, ‘‘God
bless America.”

Mr. ROY. Well, the gentleman re-
counts something that I experienced,
as well, and, more than that, a heart-
felt description of the reasons that the
Israelis were so thankful for our friend-
ship and our support and their belief, I
believe rightfully so, that the United
States’ relationship with Israel is a sig-
nificant part of their ability to exist as
a nation, particularly under the in-
tense scrutiny and attack that they
find themselves.

Here we are, I think this Friday will
be the 73rd anniversary of Israeli inde-
pendence. I think I am right about
that. I pulled it out of my head. That
almost now 75 years is, I think, in di-
rect connection to America’s support.
Of course, it has ebbed and flowed over
the years, but that support and that
particularly strong support with Presi-
dent Trump moving the Embassy to Je-
rusalem, I believe that the people of
Israel rightfully recognize that support
is key to their security and safety, if
the gentleman agrees.

Mr. MAST. I totally agree. But it
didn’t stop with moving the Embassy
to Jerusalem. It had to do with ac-
knowledging if Iran is a friend or an
enemy and reversing what had gone on
with the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action, moving away from Iran, mov-
ing back toward our consistent friend
and ally, Israel. It had more to do with
going out there and recognizing the re-
lationships that we have through our
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cross-military training exercises that
we do, sharing of military tech-
nologies, and so on and so on.

It didn’t just end with acknowledging
something that everybody knew for
decades since the beginning of Israel,
where the capital is. That was an im-
portant piece of it for the President to
make that acknowledgment. But it
went so far beyond. Would the gen-
tleman agree?

Mr. ROY. Well, I do agree with the
gentleman. I might say to the Speaker,
in order to be deferential to my friend’s
time, if I might ask how much time re-
mains in the gentleman’s half-hour?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has 8 minutes remaining.

Mr. ROY. I would agree with the gen-
tleman. I would add a couple of other
thoughts. I noticed today a tweet on
May 11, which would be yesterday, by
Supreme Leader Khamenei, ‘‘Palestin-
ians are awake and determined. They
must continue this path. One can only
talk with the language of power with
these criminals,” i.e., Israelis. ‘“They
must increase their strength, stand
strong, confront the enemy,” the
enemy being, of course, Israel, ‘‘and
force them to stop their crimes.”

Would the gentleman agree that Iran
is certainly responsible and tied to
Hamas, to the supply of rockets and
technology that is being targeted to-
ward our friends in Israel and that we
must remember where Iran stands with
respect to 1Israel and the TUnited
States?

Mr. MAST. I thank the gentleman for
his question.

I could continue on through this list
and read year after year, nine killed,
nine Kkilled, six killed, 14 killed, 11
killed. I read Hamas, Palestinian Is-
lamic jihad, al-Aqgsa Martyrs’ Brigades,
and Hezbollah in that list, as well, and
the list goes on year after year after
year.

As you look at those threats and
those calls to violence, it begs the
question—I can’t take credit for this
quote. I forget who exactly said it first.
But they said you don’t sell a gun to
somebody that wants to shoot you.

This was the failed policy that Presi-
dent Trump worked to correct, in re-
versing from that relationship with
Iran and strengthening that relation-
ship with Israel. Would the gentleman
agree?

Mr. ROY. I would agree, and I think
that it is critically important to re-
member who we are dealing with and
who we empower at the expense of both
our national security and the national
security of our friends in Israel.

I would also offer a tweet that I saw
from his home base in Qatar, the
Hamas political director and literal
United States designated terrorist
Ismail Haniyeh. He tweets his support,
tweets his support of the attacks on
Israel.

This individual notes, and I don’t
know that we need to get into cancel
culture, but this individual notes that
he won’t be banned from Twitter, and I

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

think this is something we should all
be cognizant of as we are looking
around the world when we remember
that, in the previous administration,
with President Trump’s policies, that
we were seeing extraordinary gains in
peace in the Middle East, Arab coun-
tries recognizing Israel, opening up
flights and engagement between Israel
and countries that before would not
recognize them. Does the gentleman
agree with that?

J 2000

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for his question.

Not only do I agree with that, but I
think one of the most important points
that we make on that is that it was
without concession. We didn’t have to
negotiate. The President did not nego-
tiate or barter a deal that said, Listen,
you need to go out there and submit to
another authority that is bombing you,
sending mortars, sending rockets, kid-
napping people from your territory.
You don’t have to submit to some
other authority in order to have this
peace.

It was a negotiated peace based upon
a truth and, I believe, an acknowledg-
ment by those other nations of exactly
what has been read off here today. The
historical documentation of rocket at-
tacks, mortar attacks, suicide bomb-
ings that point to the fact that Israel
is not the aggressor. They show a tre-
mendous amount of restraint year
after year after year. The fact that
their enemies that attack them are not
simply a smoldering pile of ashes at
this point is demonstration of the re-
straint.

I don’t know that if we had that kind
of history, we would—that our enemy
would not be a smoldering pile of
ashes.

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I would agree
with the gentleman. I would suggest
that the gentleman made the point
best earlier when he said, How would
we respond in United States of America
if this many missiles were being fired
from Mexico?

Where, by the way, we have cartels
who are operating control of our bor-
der.

If we had, literally—and here is some
of the data. The gentleman quoted
some data. Here is some from my staff:

More than 1,500 missiles—possibly 700
already, I think the gentleman alluded
to—in the last 72 hours, on average,
every 3 minutes by Hamas; 200 of the
rockets fired fell short of crossing the
border and caused civilian damage; IDF
targeting military PIJ and Hamas in-
frastructure, the operatives and the
rocket launchers, an Iron Dome bat-
tery was operationalized from reserves.
IDF forwarded an attack by an elite
Hamas unit, which is trying to dig a
tunnel into Israel. And now you have
got the Palestinian Islamic Jihad Quds
Brigade saying it will expand the ring
of fire and target Tel Aviv, and after
Tel Aviv with huge rocket barrage.
This is the state of things in Israel.
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And to the gentleman’s point, and I
will yield back: No American would be
sitting here today—if I am sitting here
in Austin, Texas, or San Antonio,
Texas, about 150 miles to the west and
over to Mexico, if we had 1,500 rockets
firing in on San Antonio or Austin,
look, man, I would be grabbing my
weapons and I would be heading down
to the border, and we would be taking
care of business.

This is the reality of what we are
talking about. So when I hear people
saying Israel has a right to defend
itself, Israel has a duty and a responsi-
bility to defend itself, I support them
fully.

Mr. Speaker, I would yield back to
the gentleman.

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, by my cal-
culation, we should have about 2 min-
utes remaining. So I will try to give
the gentleman the last word in just a
moment.

Mr. Speaker, I would just bring us
back to what I opened up with for my-
self here. And that was the tweet, the
statement that was put out in a num-
ber of places by our colleague, who I
am absolutely astounded sits on the
Committee on Foreign Affairs with me,
Representative OMAR. That Palestin-
ians deserve protection and that Israel
is somehow the aggressor committing
an act of terrorism. And ask that the
American people go out there, do your
own research, look up what the history
is, look at the attacks, see what’s
going on, and judge that for yourself in
the most honest way that you can.

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman. This was kind of an im-
promptu colloquy, but I think this is
the best of what we do in the House,
and I would like to do it more often
with you and other colleagues.

Mr. Speaker, I would just say to the
gentleman who has served in IDF and
who has served in our Armed Forces:
You bear the scars of your service, and
we thank you for that. You know well
what the Israelis are experiencing
every day. And I am glad that you and
I stand here united, along with at least
the majority of conference.

I wish it was more of a bipartisan
agreement of our duty in this country,
our responsibility to stand with our
friends in Israel, with whom we have
an extraordinary relationship. That
our joint efforts to stand athwart ter-
rorists to build things like Iron Dome.
To work together on missile defense
technology has made this world infi-
nitely safer.

And that the most recent administra-
tion, the President Trump administra-
tion, deserves extraordinary credit,
which it never gets in the press, for
what was an unbelievable achievement
with respect to Middle East peace and
the direction we were headed.

And that we are going to stand with
Israel. That we are going to make that
an unequivocal statement, that we
stand with Israel, we are going to de-
fend Israel, and we are going to make
sure that we can work together in
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peace going forward for the betterment
of this world and for our mutual rela-
tionship.

Mr. Speaker, I would yield to the
gentleman for any closing thoughts.

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

——

ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(b) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the House stands adjourned
until noon tomorrow.

Thereupon (at 8 o’clock and 5 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Thursday, May 13, 2021, at noon.

————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-1087. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting a letter
authorizing 14 officers to wear the insignia of
the grade of rear admiral or real admiral
(lower half), pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 777a(b)(4);
Public Law 111-383, Sec. 505(a)(1); (124 Stat.
4208); to the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-1088. A letter from the Acting Director,
Bureau of Consumer Financial Protection,
transmitting the Bureau’s 2020 Fair Lending
Report, pursuant to 12 U.S.C. 5493(c)(2)(D);
Public Law 111-203, Sec. 1013(c)(2)(D); (124
Stat. 1970); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

EC-1089. A letter from the President and
CEO, Securities Investor Protection Cor-
poration, transmitting a Report Regarding
Standard Maximum Cash Advance Amount,
pursuant to 15 U.S.C. 78fff-3(e)(3); Public Law
91-598, Sec. 9(e)(3) (as amended by Public Law
111-203, Sec. 929H(a)(2)); (124 Stat. 1857); to
the Committee on Financial Services.

EC-1090. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting a
six-month periodic report on the national
emergency with respect to persons who com-
mit, threaten to commit, or support ter-
rorism that was declared in Executive Order
13224 of September 23, 2001, pursuant to 50
U.S.C. 1641(c); Public Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c);
(90 Stat. 1257) and 50 U.S.C. 1703(c); Public
Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); (91 Stat. 1627); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-1091. A letter from the Chairman and
Chief Executive and Administrative Officer,
Federal Labor Relations Authority, trans-
mitting the Authority’s 656th Semiannual In-
spector General Report for the period Octo-
ber 1, 2020, through March 31, 2021; to the
Committee on Oversight and Reform.

EC-1092. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Attorney General, Office of Legislative Af-
fairs, Department of Justice, transmitting a
report on the activities in the time period
since the eighth Emmett Till Act Report,
and second Reauthorization Report, which
was dated June 2019, pursuant to 28 U.S.C.
509 note; Public Law 110-344, Sec. 3(c)(2); (122
Stat. 3935); to the Committee on the Judici-

ary.

EC-1093. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant Attorney General, Office of Legislative
Affairs, Department of Justice, transmitting
the Department’s Third Annual Report from
the Office of Privacy and Civil Liberties,
pursuant to Public Law 115-59, Sec. 2(c)(4),
131 Stat. 1152 (Sept. 2017) (codified at 42
USCA Sec 405, note); jointly to the Commit-
tees on Oversight and Reform and Ways and
Means.
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EC-1094. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Attorney General, Office of Legislative Af-
fairs, Department of Justice, transmitting
the Department’s Attorney General’s First
Quarterly Report of Fiscal Year 2021 on the
Uniformed Services Employment and Reem-
ployment Rights Act of 1994, pursuant to 38
U.S.C. 4332(b)(2); Public Law 103-353, Sec. 2(a)
(as added by Public Law 110-389, Sec. 312(c));
(122 Stat. 4165); jointly to the Committees on
the Judiciary and Veterans’ Affairs.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. TAKANO: Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. H.R. 958. A bill to codify maternity
care coordination programs at the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. 117-30). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of
the Union.

Mr. TAKANO: Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. H.R. 1448. A bill to direct the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs to carry out a pilot pro-
gram on dog training therapy, and to amend
title 38, United States Code, to authorize the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to provide
service dogs to veterans with mental ill-
nesses who do not have mobility impair-
ments; with an amendment (Rept. 117-31).
Referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

Mr. DEFAZIO: Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. H.R. 1703. A bill to
amend title 40, United States Code, to re-
quire the Administrator of General Services
to enter into a cooperative agreement with
the National Children’s Museum to provide
the National Children’s Museum rental space
without charge in the Ronald Reagan Build-
ing and International Trade Center, and for
other purposes (Rept. 117-32). Referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union.

——————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. CLOUD:

H.R. 3129. A bill to amend the War Powers
Resolution to require an annual report and
assessment with respect to each specific
statutory authorization of the use of mili-
tary force, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. GUEST (for himself, Mr. BABIN,
Mr. VAN DREW, Mr. GARBARINO, Mr.
GIMENEZ, Mr. PFLUGER, Mr. MEIJER,
Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS, and  Miss
GONZALEZ-COLON):

H.R. 3130. A bill to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to authorize the Oper-
ation Stonegarden grant program, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security.

By Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois (for
himself, Mr. LAHOOD, Mr. VAN DREW,
Mr. ALLEN, Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana,
Mr. GooD of Virginia, Mr. BILIRAKIS,
Mr. HICE of Georgia, Mr. AUSTIN
sScorT of Georgia, Mr. BosT, Mr.
KELLY of Pennsylvania, Mrs.
MCCLAIN, Mr. GONZALEZ of Ohio, Mr.
STAUBER, Mr. JOYCE of Ohio, Mr.
GIMENEZ, and Mr. MANN):

H.R. 3131. A bill to subsidize the salaries of
State and local law enforcement officers and
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promote officer hiring and retention, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mr. AMODEI (for himself, Mr.
GARAMENDI, Ms. TITUS, Mrs. LEE of
Nevada, and Mr. HORSFORD):

H.R. 3132. A bill to reauthorize the Lake
Tahoe Restoration Act, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, and in addition to the Committees
on Transportation and Infrastructure, and
Agriculture, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. BEYER:

H.R. 3133. A bill to establish a National Se-
cure Data Service, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology.

By Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina (for
himself, Mr. JACOBS of New York, Mr.
Roy, Mr. OWENS, Ms. HERRELL, Mr.
GALLAGHER, Mr. BIGGS, Mr. GOSAR,
Mr. BuDD, Mr. GooD of Virginia, Mr.
MAST, Mr. DUNCAN, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr.
LAMBORN, Mr. GAETZ, Mr. STEUBE,
Mr. WALTZ, Mr. GROTHMAN, Mrs.
BOEBERT, Mrs. GREENE of Georgia,
Mr. BROOKS, Mr. NORMAN, Mr.
DESJARLAIS, Mr. PERRY, Mr. TIF-
FANY, Mr. BUCK, Mr. ROSENDALE, Mr.
RESCHENTHALER, Mr. WEBER of Texas,
Mr. BABIN, Mrs. LESKO, Mr. CALVERT,
Mr. WENSTRUP, Mr. CLOUD, Mr.
MOORE of Alabama, Mr. MCCLINTOCK,
Mrs. MILLER of Illinois, Mrs.
McCLAIN, Mr. HUDSON, Mr. RICE of
South Carolina, Mr. HICE of Georgia,
Mr. JACKSON, Mr. JOYCE of Pennsyl-
vania, and Mr. ROUZER):

H.R. 3134. A bill to prohibit the United
States Armed Forces from promoting anti-
American and racist theories; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

By Mr. BLUMENAUER (for himself and
Mr. FITZPATRICK):

H.R. 3135. A Dbill to amend the Lacey Act
Amendments of 1981 to prohibit importation,
exportation, transportation, sale, receipt, ac-
quisition, and purchase in interstate or for-
eign commerce, or in a manner substantially
affecting interstate or foreign commerce, or
possession, of any live animal of any prohib-
ited primate species; to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

By Mr. BROOKS (for himself, Mr. WEB-
STER of Florida, Mr. GOODEN of
Texas, Mr. MOORE of Alabama, Mr.
BABIN, Mr. KELLY of Mississippi, and
Mr. GAETZ):

H.R. 3136. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to strengthen the disclo-
sure requirements for institutions of higher
education related to foreign gifts and con-
tracts; to the Committee on Education and
Labor.

By Mr. CAWTHORN (for himself and
Ms. FOXX):

H.R. 3137. A bill to amend title IIT of divi-
sion H of the Consolidated Appropriations
Act, 2021 to prohibit the expenditure of funds
on the priorities noticed in the proposed rule
submitted by the Department of Education
relating to Proposed Priorities-American
History and Civics Education, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Education
and Labor.

By Ms. CLARKE of New York (for her-
self, Mr. GARBARINO, Mr. KILMER, Mr.

KATKO, Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Mr.
McCAuL, and Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-
sissippi):

H.R. 3138. A bill to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to authorize a grant pro-
gram relating to the cybersecurity of State
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