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Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, I yield 

2 minutes to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. CONNOLLY), the distin-
guished president of the NATO Par-
liamentary Assembly and esteemed 
member of the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Madam Speaker, I 
rise on behalf of Ms. BASS, the author 
of this legislation, the Young African 
Leaders Initiative Act of 2021. 

The chairman has described the bill. 
This is an important piece of legisla-
tion, as we help try to nourish and de-
velop the next generation of African 
leadership. 

This is an important initiative for 
the United States to build on those 
ties, to build those bridges. I commend 
Congresswoman BASS for her leader-
ship on the YALI program and for this 
legislation. I urge its passage. I will in-
clude the full statement of Ms. BASS in 
the RECORD. 

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, I will 
just say quickly thanks to Representa-
tives BASS and CHRIS SMITH. This will 
help build the next generation of Afri-
ca’s youth. I hope all my colleagues 
will join me in voting for this very im-
portant bill. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. CONNOLLY. Madam Speaker, I rise in 

support of H.R. 965, the Young African Lead-
ers Initiative Act of 2021, introduced by my 
good friend and Chairwoman of the Africa, 
Global Health, and Human Rights Sub-
committee, Congresswoman KAREN BASS. Her 
leadership both on the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee and on this bill is unparalleled, and 
I am honored to speak on her behalf today. 

I also wish to thank Chairman MEEKS and 
ranking Member MCCAUL for bringing this im-
portant legislation to the House floor. 

The YALI Act of 2021, is a bipartisan bill 
that seeks to build the capacity of young Afri-
can leaders in Africa in the areas of civic en-
gagement, entrepreneurship, and business de-
velopment by: 

Offering professional development and a 
global network to share expertise, including in 
the areas of civic leadership, elections, human 
rights, good governance, and public manage-
ment; 

Providing increased economic and technical 
assistance to young leaders and entre-
preneurs; and strengthening business and 
economic ties between the United States and 
the continent; 

Awarding Mandela Washington Fellowships 
to young leaders who have had a positive im-
pact in their communities and demonstrated 
strong capabilities in entrepreneurship, innova-
tion, public service, and leadership; 

Establishing regional leadership centers in 
sub-Saharan Africa allowing young leaders to 
strengthen their skills and aptitude in entrepre-
neurship, innovation, public service, and lead-
ership. 

The YALI program has two vital components 
that will be carried out by participants in the 
program. The U.S.-based component led by 
the Secretary of State, in coordination with the 
Administrator for USAID will include the fol-
lowing: 

The Mandela Washington Fellows will par-
ticipate in a six-week Leadership Institute at a 
U.S.-based university or college focusing on 

business, civic engagement, or public man-
agement. The sessions will include profes-
sional networking opportunities, community 
service, cultural activities, academic learning, 
and leadership training. 

The Mandela Washington Fellows will also 
participate in the annual Mandela Washington 
Fellowship Summit held in Washington, D.C., 
which will provide an opportunity to meet with 
U.S. leaders from the private, public, and 
NGO sectors. 

The YALI program was built on the premise 
of young leaders strengthening their knowl-
edge and skills at U.S. institutions, connecting 
with other Africans from different regions and 
countries in Africa, and ensuring young lead-
ers can harness their skills and take them 
back to their home countries while strength-
ening their own business, public, and civic 
spaces. 

The YALI Act of 2021 would also continue 
to allow the United States to support and help 
strengthen the Africa-based component of the 
program including: 

Quality leadership training, professional de-
velopment, networking, and online courses for 
Mandela Washington Fellowship alumni when 
they return to their home countries; 

Opportunities for networking with alumni of 
the Mandela Washington Fellowship; alumni of 
participants at the YALI Regional Leadership 
Centers; and American and African profes-
sionals and experts; and 

Opportunities through the United States Afri-
ca Development Foundation to facilitate pro-
fessional development and sharing of exper-
tise in the home countries of Mandela Wash-
ington Fellowship alumni and throughout the 
African continent. 

Through the implementation of the YALI Act 
of 2021, the United States will: 

Promote U.S. policy goals in Africa by pro-
viding tools and resources to help young Afri-
can leaders develop important skills and con-
nections through online campaigns and public 
diplomacy initiatives; and establish a system 
for monitoring, evaluating, and continued im-
provement of the YALI program. 

The bipartisan support of H.R. 965 shows 
that this bill is critical to U.S. national security. 
It also highlights that our relationship with Afri-
ca is a priority, and we want to continue to re-
build and strengthen our partnership in trade 
and investment, peace and security, and 
human rights and good governance, because 
it is in the best interest of the United States 
and Africa. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I rise in support 
H.R. 965, of which I am a cosponsor, intro-
duced by my friend and colleague, chair-
woman of the Africa Subcommittee, KAREN 
BASS, to strengthen and formalize our Young 
African Leaders Initiative program. 

The YALI program identifies and invites 
young leaders from across the African con-
tinent to participate in training programs that 
enhance their leadership skills. Among these 
individuals, some are selected to participate in 
the Mandela Washington Fellowship here in 
the United States. 

I have met and spoken with YALI leaders 
who have participated in the Mandela Fellow-
ship program through Rutgers University in my 
home state of New Jersey. They are the lead-
ers of tomorrow. 

I urge all of my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this legislation, and again, thank 
you to Chairwoman BASS for her leadership. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
MEEKS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 965, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution 
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are 
postponed. 

f 

PROTECTION OF SAUDI 
DISSIDENTS ACT OF 2021 

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1392) to protect Saudi dissidents 
in the United States, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1392 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Protection 
of Saudi Dissidents Act of 2021’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Jamal Khashoggi, a United States resi-

dent, Saudi journalist, and Washington Post 
columnist, was killed and dismembered in 
the Saudi consulate in Istanbul, Turkey on 
October 2, 2018. 

(2) At the time of his murder, Khashoggi 
was living in Virginia under an ‘‘O’’ visa and 
was in the process of applying for a perma-
nent residency. 

(3) A report by the Office of the Director of 
National Intelligence (ODNI) found that 
Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Muhammad bin 
Salman approved an operation in Istanbul, 
Turkey to capture or kill Khashoggi. 

(4) The assessment of the ODNI was based 
on ‘‘the Crown Prince’s control of decision-
making in the Kingdom, the direct involve-
ment of a key adviser and members of Mu-
hammad bin Salman’s protective detail in 
the operation, and the Crown Prince’s sup-
port for using violent measures to silence 
dissidents abroad’’. 

(5) The report also reiterates that ‘‘the 
Crown Prince has had absolute control of the 
Kingdom’s security and intelligence organi-
zations’’ since 2017. 
SEC. 3. RESTRICTIONS ON TRANSFERS OF DE-

FENSE ARTICLES AND SERVICES, DE-
SIGN AND CONSTRUCTION SERV-
ICES, AND MAJOR DEFENSE EQUIP-
MENT TO SAUDI ARABIA. 

(a) INITIAL PERIOD.—During the 120-day pe-
riod beginning on the date of the enactment 
of this Act, the President may not sell, au-
thorize a license for the export of, or other-
wise transfer any defense articles or defense 
services, design and construction services, or 
major defense equipment under the Arms Ex-
port Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2751 et seq.) to an 
intelligence, internal security, or law en-
forcement agency or instrumentality of the 
Government of Saudi Arabia, or to any per-
son acting as an agent of or on behalf of such 
agency or instrumentality. 

(b) SUBSEQUENT PERIODS.— 
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(1) IN GENERAL.—During the 120-day period 

beginning after the end of the 120-day period 
described in subsection (a), and each 120-day 
period thereafter, the President may not 
sell, authorize a license for the export of, or 
otherwise transfer any defense articles or 
services, design and construction services, or 
major defense equipment under the Arms Ex-
port Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2751 et seq.), re-
gardless of the amount of such articles, serv-
ices, or equipment, to an intelligence, inter-
nal security, or law enforcement agency or 
instrumentality of the Government of Saudi 
Arabia, or to any person acting as an agent 
of or on behalf of such agency or instrumen-
tality, unless the President has submitted to 
the chairman and ranking member of the ap-
propriate congressional committees a certifi-
cation described in paragraph (2). 

(2) CERTIFICATION.—A certification de-
scribed in this paragraph is a certification 
that contains a determination of the Presi-
dent that, during the 120-day period pre-
ceding the date of submission of the certifi-
cation, the United States Government has 
not determined that the Government of 
Saudi Arabia has conducted any of the fol-
lowing activities: 

(A) Forced repatriation, intimidation, or 
killing of dissidents in other countries. 

(B) The unjust imprisonment in Saudi Ara-
bia of United States citizens or aliens law-
fully admitted for permanent residence or 
the prohibition on these individuals and 
their family members from exiting Saudi 
Arabia. 

(C) Torture of detainees in the custody of 
the Government of Saudi Arabia. 

(c) EXCEPTION.—The restrictions in this 
section shall not apply with respect to the 
sale, authorization of a license for export, or 
transfer of any defense articles or services, 
design and construction services, or major 
defense equipment under the Arms Export 
Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2751 et seq.) for use 
in— 

(1) the defense of the territory of Saudi 
Arabia from external threats; or 

(2) the defense of United States military or 
diplomatic personnel or United States facili-
ties located in Saudi Arabia. 

(d) WAIVER.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The President may waive 

the restrictions in this section if the Presi-
dent submits to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report not later than 15 
days before the granting of such waiver that 
contains— 

(A) a determination of the President that 
such a waiver is in the vital national secu-
rity interests of the United States; and 

(B) a detailed justification for the use of 
such waiver and the reasons why the restric-
tions in this section cannot be met. 

(2) FORM.—The report required by this sub-
section shall be submitted in unclassified 
form, but may contain a classified annex. 

(e) SUNSET.—This section shall terminate 
on the date that is 3 years after the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 

(f) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means— 

(1) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the 
Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence, and the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices of the House of Representatives; and 

(2) the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
the Select Committee on Intelligence, and 
the Committee on Armed Services of the 
Senate. 
SEC. 4. REPORT ON CONSISTENT PATTERN OF 

ACTS OF INTIMIDATION OR HARASS-
MENT DIRECTED AGAINST INDIVID-
UALS IN THE UNITED STATES. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Section 6 of the Arms Export Control 
Act (22 U.S.C. 2756) states that ‘‘no transfers 
or letters of offer may be issued, no credits 
or guarantees may be extended, and no ex-
port licenses may be issued under this Act 
with respect to any country determined by 
the President to be engaged in a consistent 
pattern of acts of intimidation or harass-
ment directed against individuals in the 
United States’’. 

(2) Section 6 of the Arms Export Control 
Act further requires the President to report 
any such determination promptly to the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House 
of Representatives, and to the chairman of 
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the 
Senate. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
President shall submit to the appropriate 
congressional committees a report on— 

(1) whether any official of the Government 
of Saudi Arabia engaged in a consistent pat-
tern of acts of intimidation or harassment 
directed against Jamal Khashoggi or any in-
dividual in the United States; and 

(2) whether any United States-origin de-
fense articles were used in the activities de-
scribed in paragraph (1). 

(c) FORM.—The report required by sub-
section (b) shall be submitted in unclassified 
form but may contain a classified annex. 

(d) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means— 

(1) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
the Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence of the House of Representatives; and 

(2) the Committee on Foreign Relations 
and the Select Committee on Intelligence of 
the Senate. 
SEC. 5. REPORT AND CERTIFICATION WITH RE-

SPECT TO SAUDI DIPLOMATS AND 
DIPLOMATIC FACILITIES IN THE 
UNITED STATES. 

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 120 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
President shall submit to the appropriate 
congressional committees a report covering 
the three-year period preceding such date of 
enactment regarding whether and to what 
extent covered persons used diplomatic cre-
dentials, visas, or covered facilities to facili-
tate monitoring, tracking, surveillance, or 
harassment of, or harm to, other nationals of 
Saudi Arabia living in the United States. 

(b) CERTIFICATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and each 120-day period thereafter, the Presi-
dent shall, if the President determines that 
such is the case, submit to the appropriate 
congressional committees a certification 
that the United States Government has not 
determined covered persons to be using dip-
lomatic credentials, visas, or covered facili-
ties to facilitate serious harassment of, or 
harm to, other nationals of Saudi Arabia liv-
ing in the United States during the time pe-
riod covered by each such certification. 

(2) FAILURE TO SUBMIT CERTIFICATION.—If 
the President does not submit a certification 
under paragraph (1), the President shall— 

(A) close one or more covered facilities for 
such period of time until the President does 
submit such a certification; and 

(B) submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committee a report that contains— 

(i) a detailed explanation of why the Presi-
dent is unable to make such a certification; 

(ii) a list and summary of engagements of 
the United States Government with the Gov-
ernment of Saudi Arabia regarding the use of 
diplomatic credentials, visas, or covered fa-
cilities described in paragraph (1); and 

(iii) a description of actions the United 
States Government has taken or intends to 

take in response to the use of diplomatic cre-
dentials, visas, or covered facilities described 
in paragraph (1). 

(c) FORM.—The report required by sub-
section (a) and the certification and report 
required by subsection (b) shall be submitted 
in unclassified form but may contain a clas-
sified annex. 

(d) WAIVER.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The President may waive 

the restrictions in this section if the Presi-
dent submits to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report not later than 15 
days before the granting of such waiver that 
contains— 

(A) a determination of the President that 
such a waiver is in the vital national secu-
rity interests of the United States; and 

(B) a detailed justification for the use of 
such waiver and the reasons why the restric-
tions in this section cannot be met. 

(2) FORM.—The report required by this sub-
section shall be submitted in unclassified 
form, but may contain a classified annex. 

(e) SUNSET.—This section shall terminate 
on the date that is 3 years after the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
the Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence of the House of Representatives; and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations 
and the Select Committee on Intelligence of 
the Senate. 

(2) COVERED FACILITY.—The term ‘‘covered 
facility’’ means a diplomatic or consular fa-
cility of Saudi Arabia in the United States. 

(3) COVERED PERSON.—The term ‘‘covered 
person’’ means a national of Saudi Arabia 
credentialed to a covered facility. 
SEC. 6. REPORT ON THE DUTY TO WARN OBLIGA-

TION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that Intel-
ligence Community Directive 191 provides 
that— 

(1) when an element of the intelligence 
community of the United States collects or 
acquires credible and specific information in-
dicating an impending threat of intentional 
killing, serious bodily injury, or kidnapping 
directed at a person, the agency must ‘‘warn 
the intended victim or those responsible for 
protecting the intended victim, as appro-
priate’’ unless an applicable waiver of the 
duty is granted by the appropriate official 
within the element; and 

(2) when issues arise with respect to wheth-
er the threat information rises to the thresh-
old of ‘‘duty to warn’’, the directive calls for 
resolution in favor of warning the intended 
victim. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Director of National Intelligence, in coordi-
nation with the heads of other relevant 
United States intelligence agencies, shall 
submit to the appropriate congressional 
committees a report with respect to— 

(1) whether and how the intelligence com-
munity fulfilled its duty to warn Jamal 
Khashoggi of threats to his life and liberty 
pursuant to Intelligence Community Direc-
tive 191; and 

(2) in the case of the intelligence commu-
nity not fulfilling its duty to warn as de-
scribed in paragraph (1), why the intelligence 
community did not fulfill this duty. 

(c) FORM.—The report required by sub-
section (b) shall be submitted in unclassified 
form but may contain a classified annex. 

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 
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(A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 

the Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence of the House of Representatives; and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations 
and the Select Committee on Intelligence of 
the Senate. 

(2) DUTY TO WARN.—The term ‘‘duty to 
warn’’ has the meaning given that term in 
Intelligence Community Directive 191, as in 
effect on July 21, 2015. 

(3) INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY.—The term 
‘‘intelligence community’’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 3(4) of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003(4)). 

(4) RELEVANT UNITED STATES INTELLIGENCE 
AGENCY.—The term ‘‘relevant United States 
intelligence agency’’ means any element of 
the intelligence community that may have 
possessed intelligence reporting regarding 
threats to Jamal Khashoggi. 
SEC. 7. DETERMINATION OF BUDGETARY EF-

FECTS. 
The budgetary effects of this Act, for the 

purpose of complying with the Statutory 
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement 
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion’’ for this Act, submitted for printing in 
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of 
the House Budget Committee, provided that 
such statement has been submitted prior to 
the vote on passage. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. MEEKS) and the gentle-
woman from Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MEEKS. I ask unanimous con-

sent that all Members have 5 legisla-
tive days in which to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material on H.R. 1392, as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MEEKS. I yield myself such time 

as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-

port of H.R. 1392, the Protection of 
Saudi Dissidents Act of 2021, an impor-
tant bill introduced by the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY). 

Though Saudi Arabia has taken steps 
to reform, its progress has been marred 
by the Saudi Government’s brutality 
against dissidents and most notably 
the detention and abuse of numerous 
peaceful protesters and the brutal kill-
ing of Washington Post journalist and 
U.S. resident, Jamal Khashoggi. 

The Biden administration’s release of 
the DNI report was a good step toward 
accountability for the killing of Jamal 
Khashoggi, but further steps need to be 
taken. 

This bill imposes reasonable limits 
on U.S. weapons transfers to Saudi in-
telligence agencies shown to be in-
volved in the killing of Jamal 
Khashoggi and political repression 
until such repression and abuse of dis-
sidents comes to an end. 

In conclusion, let me be clear, noth-
ing in this legislation would deny the 
Saudi Government the ability to de-
fend its territory against attacks from 
external threats or inhibit its ability 

to defend the United States military, 
diplomatic personnel, or facilities in 
the kingdom. 

It is important that the United 
States stands clear on these matters, 
speaking loudly in defense of human 
rights and taking action when they are 
grossly violated. 

I ask the support of all my colleagues 
to vote for this bill. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, DC, April 16, 2021. 
Hon. ADAM B. SCHIFF, 
House Permanent Select Committee on Intel-

ligence, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN SCHIFF: I am writing to 
you concerning H.R. 1392, Protection of 
Saudi Dissidents Act of 2021. I appreciate 
your willingness to work cooperatively on 
this legislation. 

I acknowledge that provisions of the bill 
fall within the jurisdiction of the House Per-
manent Select Committee on Intelligence 
under House Rule X, and that your Com-
mittee will forgo action on H.R. 1392 to expe-
dite floor consideration. I further acknowl-
edge that the inaction of your Committee 
with respect to the bill does not waive any 
future jurisdictional claim over the matters 
contained in the bill that fall within your ju-
risdiction. I will also support the appoint-
ment of House Permanent Select Committee 
on Intelligence conferees during any House- 
Senate conference convened on this legisla-
tion. 

Lastly, I will ensure that our exchange of 
letters is included in the Congressional 
Record during floor consideration of the bill. 
Thank you again for your cooperation re-
garding the legislation. I look forward to 
continuing to work with you as the measure 
moves through the legislative process. 

Sincerely, 
GREGORY W. MEEKS, 

Chair. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, PER-
MANENT SELECT COMMITTEE ON IN-
TELLIGENCE, 

April 19, 2021. 
Hon. GREGORY MEEKS, 
Chairman, House Foreign Affairs Committee, 

House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN MEEKS: I am writing to 

you concerning H.R. 1392, the Protection of 
Saudi Dissidents Act of 2021. Certain provi-
sions in the legislation fall within the juris-
diction of the House Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence, as set forth in Rule X 
of the House of Representatives for the 117th 
Congress. 

In the interest of permitting your com-
mittee to proceed expeditiously to floor con-
sideration of this important bill, I am will-
ing to waive this committee’s right to se-
quential referral. By waiving consideration 
of the H.R. 1392, the Intelligence Committee 
does not waive any future jurisdictional 
claim over the subjects contained in the bill 
which fall within Intelligence’s Rule X juris-
diction. 

Please place this letter into the committee 
report for the Protection of Saudi Dissidents 
Act and into the Congressional Record dur-
ing consideration of the measure on the 
House floor. Thank you for the cooperative 
spirit in which you have worked regarding 
this matter and others between our respec-
tive committees. 

Sincerely, 
ADAM B. SCHIFF, 

Chairman. 

Mrs. WAGNER. I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I want to thank 
Chairman MEEKS and Representative 
CONNOLLY for working on this com-
promise text for the Protection of 
Saudi Dissidents Act that strikes an 
important balance. 

The bill we are voting on today 
shows that we can strongly advocate 
for human rights in Saudi Arabia and 
for its nationals abroad without leav-
ing Saudi Arabia and Americans in the 
region vulnerable to threats from Iran 
and other malign actors. This bill 
shows we can protect our values and 
our security interests at the same 
time. 

I urge all Members to support this 
legislation. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, I yield 

3 minutes to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. CONNOLLY), distinguished 
president of the NATO Parliamentary 
Assembly, esteemed member of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee, and author 
of this important bill. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. I thank, again, my 
good friend Mr. MEEKS, the distin-
guished chairman of the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee; Mr. MCCAUL, the 
ranking member; and my good friend 
from Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER) for their 
support on this bipartisan effort. 

We cannot sit idly by in this body 
and watch an American resident, my 
constituent, brutally murdered and dis-
membered in the consulate of Saudi 
Arabia in Istanbul, Turkey. We cannot 
allow that to go unaddressed. The 
human rights abuse that represents is 
all too characteristic of the methods 
used by certain forces in the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia against dissidents. 

America remains the beacon of hope 
for those who seek freedom, basic sim-
ple freedoms to express themselves po-
litically, religiously, and to be able to 
assemble peacefully. This bill ends the 
impunity against those voices of dis-
sent. This bill provides that beacon of 
hope for so many who look to this body 
for protection and safe harbor. 

I urge passage of H.R. 1392, Protec-
tion of Saudi Dissidents Act, which 
passed our committee unanimously, 
with the enlightened leadership of our 
distinguished chairman, GREGORY 
MEEKS, who has always committed 
himself to human rights. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of my bill, 
H.R. 1392, the Protection of Saudi Dissidents 
Act of 2021. 

Let me start by thanking my friend and the 
Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee, 
Mr. GREGORY MEEKS, for his leadership in 
bringing this important bill to the floor. 

In February of this year, more than two 
years after the cold blooded murder of Wash-
ington Post journalist, and my constituent, 
Jamal Khashoggi, the Director of National In-
telligence released a previously classified U.S. 
intelligence report. 

The report clearly stated: ‘‘We assess that 
Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Muhammad bin 
Salman approved an operation in Istanbul, 
Turkey to capture or kill Saudi journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi.’’ 
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It continued: ‘‘We base this assessment on 

the Crown Prince’s control of decision making 
in the Kingdom, the direct involvement of a 
key adviser and members of Muhammad bin 
Salman’s protective detail in the operation, 
and the Crown Prince’s support for using vio-
lent measures to silence dissidents abroad, in-
cluding Khashoggi.’’ 

Finally, it concluded that ‘‘since 2017, the 
Crown Prince has had absolute control of the 
Kingdom’s security and intelligence organiza-
tions, making it highly unlikely that Saudi offi-
cials would have carried out an operation of 
this nature without the Crown Prince’s author-
ization.’’ 

We’ve always known, beyond a shadow of 
a doubt, that Crown Prince Muhammad bin 
Salman directed the assassination of Jamal 
Khashoggi. 

We also know that this operation is part of 
a broad and ongoing effort to use violence to 
intimidate and silence dissidents abroad. 

And yet, the previous administration shield-
ed Crown Prince MBS and Saudi Arabia from 
accountability, signaling this kind of abhorrent 
behavior was somehow ok, inviting further 
atrocities. 

That impunity ends with this bill. 
The Protection of Saudi Dissidents Act will 

stop the Kingdom and the Crown Prince from 
acting with impunity to commit gross human 
rights abuses like these. 

My bill is targeted and does four specific 
things: 

One: It limits arms exports to Saudi intel-
ligence, internal security, or law enforcement 
entities if the President finds that Saudi Arabia 
has engaged in the following activities: 

Forced repatriation, intimidation, or killing of 
dissidents in other countries; 

The unjust imprisonment in Saudi Arabia of 
United States citizens or residents or the plac-
ing of travel restrictions on them or their family 
members; and 

The torture of detainees in the custody of 
the Government of Saudi Arabia 

Two: It requires the closure of one or more 
Saudi diplomatic facilities if the President finds 
that Saudi Arabia is using diplomatic or con-
sular personnel to harass or harm Saudi na-
tionals in the United States. 

Three: It requires a report on whether Saudi 
Arabia has been engaged in a consistent pat-
tern of acts of intimidation or harassment di-
rected against individuals in the United States. 

Four: Finally, it requires a report on whether 
the U.S. intelligence community fulfilled its 
duty to warn Jamal Khashoggi of threats to his 
life. 

These provisions are long overdue. 
This bill comes after years of fighting for the 

victims of Saudi Arabia’s war on dissent. 
I have spoken out on behalf of Dr. Saad 

Aljabri and activist and former political prisoner 
Loujain Al-Hathloul. I am currently fighting for 
my constituents, Salah Al-Haider and Aziza Al- 
Yousef, as they battle political persecution in 
Saudi Arabia. 

Saudi Arabia will not change their ways un-
less we act. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in sending a 
message to human rights defenders, dis-
sidents, and journalists worldwide and reaffirm 
the unshakeable American commitment to 
basic rights and freedoms. 

I ask my colleagues to end the ‘‘two-year 
pageant of impunity’’ by finally holding Saudi 
Arabia accountable for Jamal Khashoggi’s bru-
tal murder. 

I ask my colleagues to support the Protec-
tion of Saudi Dissidents Act of 2021. 

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, let me 
just thank again Representative GERRY 
CONNOLLY for this critical bill holding 
Saudi Arabia accountable for its brutal 
suppression of dissidents. 

Let me also say this helps ensure 
that the Saudi diplomatic facilities are 
not used as a staging ground for their 
efforts to suppress dissidents. 

It is crucial that the United States 
stand strongly in defense of basic 
rights and freedom of expression and 
not allow U.S. weapons or support to be 
used by Saudi Arabia for the purposes 
of intimidating, abusing, or even kill-
ing peaceful Saudi dissidents. 

I hope my colleagues will join me. 
With that, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MEIJER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in support of H.R. 1392, the Protection of 
Saudi Dissidents Act. Saudi Arabia is one of 
our strongest partners in the Middle East. That 
does not mean, however, that we should cast 
a blind eye to the Kingdom’s most brutal 
human rights violations, including the murder 
of Jamal Khashoggi, a U.S. resident. 

This bill, which passed out of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee with unanimous support, 
would prohibit arms sales to Saudi Arabia’s 
security services until the President certifies 
the Saudi government is not conducting fla-
grant human rights violations such as torture, 
the intimidation and assassination of dis-
sidents, and the unjust imprisonment of U.S. 
citizens. 

America is a beacon throughout the world 
because of our commitment to democratic val-
ues and our commitment to human rights. Our 
actions must match our convictions. We can 
and should leverage our close relationship to 
promote human rights in Saudi Arabia. This 
bill would do exactly that—sending a message 
to our ally that if it continues to engage in 
such actions, there will be consequences. I 
urge my colleagues to support this important 
legislation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
MEEKS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1392, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution 
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are 
postponed. 

f 

SECURE AND FAIR ENFORCEMENT 
BANKING ACT OF 2021 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1996) to create protections for 
financial institutions that provide fi-
nancial services to cannabis-related le-

gitimate businesses and service pro-
viders for such businesses, and for 
other purposes, as amended, on which 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr. 
PERLMUTTER) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, as amended. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 321, nays 
101, not voting 7, as follows: 

[Roll No. 120] 

YEAS—321 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Auchincloss 
Axne 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Barragán 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Bice (OK) 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Bourdeaux 
Bowman 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brooks 
Brown 
Brownley 
Burchett 
Bush 
Butterfield 
Cammack 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Cartwright 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cawthorn 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Cole 
Comer 
Connolly 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crist 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Curtis 
Davids (KS) 
Davidson 
Davis, Danny K. 
Davis, Rodney 
Dean 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Delgado 
Demings 
DeSaulnier 
Deutch 
Dingell 

Doggett 
Donalds 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Emmer 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Estes 
Evans 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Frankel, Lois 
Gaetz 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcia (CA) 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Gimenez 
Golden 
Gomez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez (OH) 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green (TN) 
Green, Al (TX) 
Griffith 
Grijalva 
Grothman 
Hagedorn 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Hern 
Herrera Beutler 
Higgins (LA) 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill 
Himes 
Hinson 
Hollingsworth 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Issa 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs (CA) 
Jacobs (NY) 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Johnson (TX) 
Jones 
Joyce (OH) 
Kahele 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Keller 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (PA) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Kim (NJ) 
Kind 
Kinzinger 
Kirkpatrick 

Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Lamb 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
LaTurner 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin (CA) 
Levin (MI) 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Lowenthal 
Luetkemeyer 
Luria 
Lynch 
Mace 
Malinowski 
Malliotakis 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Mann 
Manning 
Massie 
Mast 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCarthy 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McKinley 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meijer 
Meng 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Newman 
Norcross 
Norman 
O’Halleran 
Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Owens 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Perlmutter 
Perry 
Peters 
Phillips 
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