H1742

response originated in the last Con-
gress under President Trump. Quick-
thinking folks implemented Pandemic-
EBT and the Farmers to Families Food
Box Program, two projects that remain
remarkably beneficial to families in
need.

The latter, apparently terminating
this morning, as I found out through
the press, fell victim to inconceivable
criticism. There is always room for
more solutions to the needs of our Na-
tion.

The Farmers to Families Food Box
Program had open eligibility, making
certain anyone and everyone in need,
regardless of status, income, or house-
hold size, has supplementary access to
meat, dairy, and produce in an unprec-
edented time of crisis. This program
provided more than 156 million boxes
to households across the United States.
With this program, farmers were able
to redirect their products, and Amer-
ican workers were able to sustain their
employment or join new ventures, all
to ensure fresh foods found their way
into the homes of millions in need.

Regardless of the cherry-picked hic-
cups this committee and USDA’s lis-
tening sessions were made aware of,
the program worked exactly as in-
tended. Shamefully, and because this
was the brainchild of President Trump,
the Biden administration has decided
again to ignore rural America and con-
tinue to fund programs that favor bil-
lion-dollar organizations in the cities
that they serve.

——————

CALLING FOR RECOGNITION OF
THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GREEN of Texas). The Chair recognizes
the gentleman from California (Mr.
CosTA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to mark the 106th anniversary of the
Armenian genocide.

The first genocide of the 20th cen-
tury, the atrocity saw the massacre of
more than 1.5 million men, women, and
children at the hands of the Ottoman
Empire.

As a young boy in Fresno, my Arme-
nian friends told me the stories of the
horrors that their parents and grand-
parents witnessed. They never forgot
the tragedy, and neither will 1.

After decades of inaction, both the
House and the Senate passed resolu-
tions in 2019, calling for the recogni-
tion of the Armenian genocide. It is my
hope that the Biden administration
will officially recognize these crimes
against humanity.
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Just this past year, we witnessed an-
other atrocity against the Armenian
people in Artsakh. There is no denying
the attacks made by Azerbaijan and
Turkey were premeditated and coordi-
nated in an effort to eliminate the in-
digenous Armenian population of
Artsakh.

No words on our part can undo the
terror and brutality suffered by Arme-
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nians, but actions can. We can learn
from these atrocities and commit our-
selves to ensuring that something like
this never happens again, for starters,
by requiring that Azerbaijan and Tur-
key comply with their agreement to re-
lease prisoners of war and civilians
held captive by Azerbaijan.

It is time the United States reestab-
lish its presence in this part of the
world by standing up for human rights.

CRITICAL NEED FOR INFRASTRUCTURE

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to address also a critical need for infra-
structure in America. It is time that
we build new transportation systems
and rehabilitate structures to support
a modern economy and a way of life in
the 21st century. President Biden’s
American jobs plan is an attempt to do
just that with historic investments in
improving infrastructure and putting
millions of people to work. We need
that.

The goals of this plan is to help all
Americans. I urge my Republican col-
leagues to help forge a bipartisan pack-
age to invest in America.

When it comes to transportation,
California is leading the way by build-
ing the Nation’s first sustainable, true
state-of-the-art high-speed rail project.
It will deliver a fast, reliable, and eco-
friendly way to connect to Los Ange-
les, to the bay area, and ultimately 80
percent of the State’s population, get-
ting cars off the roads and cleaning our
air.

It will spur an investment in the
economy that will deal with the eco-
nomic fallout of the pandemic, cre-
ating reliable, good paying jobs; sup-
porting small businesses; and investing
in socially disadvantaged communities.
In my home of California’s San Joa-
quin Valley, we are already seeing the
benefits of high-speed rail.

My legislation, the High Speed Rail
Corridor Development Act of 2021, will
help fund this forward-thinking project
and other rail corridors across the Na-
tion.

Big projects we know are hard. They
always have been. So bold action, if we
are serious about improving our future,
is necessary. Since I first came to Con-
gress, it has been one of my highest
priorities to invest in America’s infra-
structure.

What do I mean by this?

Investing in our Nation’s water infra-
structure, a 21st century system of
transportation, nationwide broadband,
and our schools are all investments
that the majority of Americans want
to see us make.

The debate we are engaged in now is
how we define and what we can agree
on in terms of infrastructure and how
we pay for it because we must.

So let’s show the American people
that their government can work to-
gether and make important invest-
ments that are long overdue that will
benefit America and regain our lead.
Today, we rank 13th in the world in
terms of infrastructure. That is not the
place America ought to be. We need to
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make these investments in our people
and in our country, which are good in-
vestments that will pay dividends for
future Americans and future genera-
tions to come.

———
HONORING MATTHEW GRUDA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in honor and recognition of
Matt Gruda, my senior adviser and
someone who has become both a friend
and a confidant.

Matt will be departing our team and
beginning a new and exciting chapter
in his home State of Florida, and I
would like to take this opportunity to
pay tribute to Matt and the remark-
able work he has done for our team
over the past 2 years.

Matt joined our team in 2019, and
quickly became an asset to both our
team and our district. His expertise,
sincerity, thoughtfulness, quick wit,
and always pleasant demeanor made
him fast friends with so many in our
community with a wide range of per-
sonalities for sure. He has touched so
many lives, and he has made more of
an impact than he realizes.

Mr. Speaker, I could rattle off a list
of wins and crucial behind-the-scenes
tasks attributed to Matt, but we would
be standing here for quite a while. So
to be brief, I want to thank him from
the bottom of my heart for his many
incredible efforts not just for Team
FITZPATRICK, but for so many organiza-
tions, schools, businesses, local govern-
ment officials, municipalities, and the
people across Pennsylvania’s First
Congressional District.

Matt does all things with passion,
and he has given so much of his heart
to our community. So much of what
has been accomplished over the past 2
years would not have been possible
without Matt’s contributions.

Matt’s drive, determination, posi-
tivity, and compassion are a winning
combination and truly a rarity in this
world. I believe this is why he has been
and will continue to be so successful in
all walks of life. He recognizes the im-
portance and value in differing opin-
ions and how we can learn from those
who think differently from us; and to
produce success, we often need to think
outside the box; and to best serve our
community and our country, we must
give everything we have and never give
up. He has led our team for over 2 years
in this manner, inspiring creativity,
collaboration, and passion throughout
the ranks.

Matt’s most admirable quality is his
resiliency. I have spoken to Matt’s
mom, Zena, who talked about the fact
that his road to get here was full of
challenges, bumps, twists, and turns;
yet he faces each one of them with an
open mind and looks at them as an op-
portunity to learn and to improve and
grow better.
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From an early age, Matt’s love of
baseball was apparent. He would spend
hours and hours practicing and throw-
ing a ball against a wall; and once on
the field, his eyes and smile reflected
his unbridled enthusiasm and deep-
rooted passion for the game. On the
field, he was in complete control and
nothing else mattered. Simply to be
there in uniform along with his team-
mates was a great feeling for him.

Then, in seventh grade, he developed
a tumor on his spine. After three ex-
tensive surgeries, Mr. Speaker, he was
told he could not play the game any-
more. For most Kkids, that heart-
wrenching gut punch would be a piv-
otal moment in their life, one in which
they would give up in defeat. But not
Matt Gruda. Faced with a challenge
and the unknown, he decided to seize
on the opportunity, becoming the
youngest assistant coach and umpire in
the history of the league. He con-
fronted his adversity, not viewing it as
a stumbling block, but as a stepping
stone to success. He has continued to
build stepping stones to success with
every challenge he has faced.

In speaking with the people who
know Matt best, they described him as
someone who does not hold a grudge;
someone who is always looking on the
bright side of things; someone who is
kind, considerate, and is always eager
to make you smile; someone who is a
good friend, a caring brother, and a
wonderful son; and someone whom you
would always want on your team.

I know that I am grateful to have
had Matt on our team for the past 2
years. He will always have an honorary
spot on our bench. As a mentor, Mr.
Speaker, I stand here today very proud
of what Matt has accomplished and so
excited for him to take this next chap-
ter by storm. He is a bright, talented,
and determined young man, and I look
forward to seeing all that he will ac-
complish in life.

On behalf of our entire team and our
entire community, we thank Matt.

———
INFRASTRUCTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CosTA). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tlewoman from the Virgin Islands (Ms.
PLASKETT) for 5 minutes.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, during
times of crisis and upheaval, societies
have a unique opportunity to re-
imagine themselves, to fix wrongs, and
to make themselves better than they
were previously. The pandemic of 1917
created the Roaring Twenties. The
aftermath of the Civil War brought
railroads, canals, and bridges to con-
nect us. The Great Depression gave us
the New Deal.

After the devastation of the COVID
pandemic and the truth reveal of our
systemic problems of racism, economic
inequality, wealth and healthcare dis-
parities, we must use this time and
this opportunity to not only forge for-
ward, but to correct wrongs. While the
American Rescue Plan is changing the
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course of the pandemic and delivering
relief for working families, this is not
the time to build back the way things
were. This is a moment to reimagine
and rebuild a new economy.

The American jobs plan is an invest-
ment in America that will create mil-
lions of good jobs, rebuild our coun-
try’s infrastructure, and position this
United States to outcompete China and
other nations. The American jobs plan
will invest in America in a way that we
have not invested since we built the
interstate highways and won the space
race.

The United States of America is the
wealthiest country in the world, yet we
rank 13th when it comes to overall
quality of our infrastructure. Public
domestic investment as a share of the
economy has fallen more than 40 per-
cent since the 1960s. After decades of
disinvestment, our roads, bridges, and
water systems are crumbling. Our elec-
tric grid is vulnerable to catastrophic
outages. Too many lack access to af-
fordable high-speed internet and to
quality housing.

The past year has led to job losses
and threatened economic security,
eroding more than 30 years of progress
in women’s labor force participation. It
has unmasked the fragility of our care-
givers’ infrastructure. It has never
been more important for us to invest in
strengthening our infrastructure and
our competitiveness, and in creating
good paying union jobs of the future.

This must include a 21st century in-
frastructure—deployment of broadband
and closing the digital divide in this
country—creating the modern bridge
that will unite and create more eco-
nomic and opportunity equity in our
country.

Unlike past major investments,
President Biden’s plan also prioritizes
addressing longstanding and persistent
racial injustice. The plan targets 40
percent of the benefit of climate and
clean infrastructure investments to
disadvantaged communities. The in-
vestment of $100 billion in broadband
internet will be the component that
will make America a leader, an inno-
vator, once again.

Broadband internet is the new elec-
tricity. It is necessary for Americans
to do their jobs; to create jobs; to par-
ticipate equally in school learning,
healthcare, and to stay connected. It is
estimated, however, that 10 percent—
over 30 million Americans—live in
areas where there is inadequate or no
broadband infrastructure. Americans
living in rural areas, on Tribal lands,
and in the territories particularly lack
adequate access. Even in our urban
areas, many have stark differences in
access to internet and to jobs.

President Biden’s American jobs plan
is visionary and exactly what people
across this country have been asking
from our Nation’s leaders for years,
even decades. Representing the Virgin
Islands, I am especially excited about
his focus on building infrastructure
that is resilient to our changing cli-
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mate, electrifying our highway system,
investing heavily in transit and other
cleaner mobility options, and working
to eliminate the digital divide.

In announcing his plan, the President
has taken our voices—the voices in
Congress—and has put those words into
action. The American jobs plan will
not only make bold transformational
investment in our Nation’s transpor-
tation infrastructure, it will do so with
an emphasis on creating good paying
jobs, supporting American manufac-
turing, and investing in rural and
urban communities alike.

BEarlier this year, the New Democrat
Coalition unveiled our agenda for the
first 100 days of the 117th Congress. The
New Dems share the Biden-Harris ad-
ministration’s vision to build back bet-
ter, and we will work together to move
our country forward.

We must rebuild our communities
and our economy better than before
with the American jobs plan. Now is
the time to think boldly with a once-
in-a-century investment to create mil-
lions of good-paying jobs.

—————

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF RC-1358
CRASH IN ALASKA 2020

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Nebraska (Mr. BACON) for 56 minutes.

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commemorate the anniver-
sary of the tragic loss of a 55th Wing
RC-135 Cobra Ball aircraft on the re-
mote island of Shemya, Alaska.

Forty years ago last month, Cobra
Ball tail number 2664 crashed on ap-
proach to Shemya Air Force Base, a
rugged outpost on the far western tip
of the Aleutian Islands. Six brave
American airmen perished in the fiery
crash that day, an eternal reminder of
the cost of the Cold War and the price
of vigilance we too often take for
granted.

The RC-135 reconnaissance aircraft—
designated Cobra Ball—is designed to
rapidly collect telemetry and special
intelligence on ballistic missiles in
flight. Throughout the Cold War and to
the present day, reconnaissance crews
from the 556th Wing are dispatched on
short notice around the world to fly
the RC-135 to gather technical intel-
ligence on weapons tests that cannot
be obtained by any other method. This
information is used to verify treaty
compliance and to support the contin-
uous development of America’s stra-
tegic and theater missile defense capa-
bilities.

Throughout the Cold War, the Stra-
tegic Air Command kept the Cobra Ball
on a continuous 24-hour alert status on
Shemya Island in the northern Pacific,
affectionately known as The Rock.
Their job was to launch at a moment’s
notice to keep a watchful eye on Soviet
ballistic missile tests conducted from
the Kamchatka Peninsula.

On March 15, 1981, the 24 crew-
members on board the RC-135 tail num-
ber 61-2664 were en route to Shemya
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