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Mr. C. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor a longtime
friend and the biggest advocate for vet-
erans in central Florida, retired Air
Force Colonel Gary Clark.

I have known Colonel Clark for 20
years as a fellow veteran and veteran’s
advocate. I am honored to recognize
him as one of the distinguished 2020 in-
ductees into the Florida Veterans’ Hall
of Fame. This is an honor truly befit-
ting Gary, thanks to his countless con-
tributions to Florida’s veterans.

Florida is known as the most vet-
eran-friendly State in America, with
over a million vets calling the Sun-
shine State home. Anywhere you go in
central Florida, if there is a veteran in
need, you can bet that Gary is on it.

Retiring from the Air Force in 1993,
Gary continued his service and quickly
became a distinguished advocate for
veterans. Gary established the Polk
County Veterans Council, developed a
partnership for the Polk County School
Board to support 13 Junior ROTC units,
and chairs the Flight to Honor Polk,
which brings senior veterans to the me-
morials near Washington.

Gary coordinates an annual Veterans
Day breakfast with the Rotary Clubs of
Lakeland and has chaired the 15th Con-
gressional District of Florida’s Service
Academy Nominating Committee for
at least a decade, and he remains the
chair for my current board.

Mr. Speaker, it is simply impossible
to think of veterans in central Florida
without thinking of Gary Clark. On be-
half of Polk County and the 15th Dis-
trict of Florida, we congratulate him
on this honor and his induction into
the Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame,
and we thank him for his selfless serv-
ice to our veteran community.

SUPPORTING PUBLIC ACCESS TO CAPITOL

Mr. C. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, on a more somber note, I
rise in support of public access to this
House, the people’s House.

While I have only been a Member
since January 3, as a former Naval avi-
ator who had the privilege to travel to
over 40 countries, I know the impor-
tance of our free and open democracy
in both the figurative and the literal
sense.

I was on the House floor on January
6 when violence erupted. As we con-
tinue to investigate the tragedy that
resulted, the military fortress erected
in response is a gross overcorrection.

Capitol Police have indicated there is
no credible threat justifying maintain-
ing this security posture. On March 4,
facing nonspecific rumors of a poten-
tial threat, the House rushed to con-
clude its work the night before and did
not meet. Not only was the threat un-
founded, but the Senate, operating
under the same security protocols as
the House, was open and conducting
the people’s business, the same Senate
that is only a few yards down the hall
behind us.

Speaking of the differences between
the two Chambers, doesn’t it seem odd
that the same House impeachment
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managers who testified before the Sen-
ate without masks would insist that I
be fined if I take my mask off right
now, even though I have been vac-
cinated and there is no one around me?

In addition to dismantling this for-
tress, we should begin relaxing the pro-
tocols put in place a year ago to limit
the spread of COVID. Today, all House
Members have been offered the vaccine,
and roughly 75 percent have been vac-
cinated. Many of the remaining 25 per-
cent have antibodies from being in-
fected previously.

There is no justification for this
House to continue operating in a quasi-
virtual state. The CDC has issued new
guidelines easing masks and social
distancing for the nearly 32 million
people who are fully vaccinated.

It is time to end the proxy voting,
begin in-person committee meetings,
and return to regular order. Our
strength as an institution relies on per-
sonal relationships and the ability to
build alliances where we find common
interests. As a freshman, I have yet to
meet most of my colleagues. We should
be working to find common ground,
and that is simply not possible in a vir-
tual meeting.

Mr. Speaker, as the new administra-
tion acts to tear down the wall at our
southern border, we have a new one
right here, paralyzing the seat of de-
mocracy. The hypocrisy is obvious, and
it is shameful.

This is no longer about safety. It is
about making every effort to create
disruption and hide what is really
going on from the American people.

It is time to take down the razor wire
fencing, send the troops home, and
open the people’s House to the public.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

————
ADDRESSING THE BORDER CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. CLOUD) for
38 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader.

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to address the Biden border cri-
sis, the unraveling of what was once a
managed situation.

We are a compassionate Nation, but
lawlessness is not compassion. Aiding
and abetting cartels is not compassion.
Putting policies in place that allow
evil actors to abuse women on a jour-
ney is not compassion. Allowing them
to grow and be funded into a desta-
bilizing force in Central and South
American nations that are trying to
thrive and survive and create an econ-
omy for their own people, that is not
compassion.

The policies that the Biden adminis-
tration has put in place have caused
this crisis at the border. It is different
from the previous administration that
came in, inherited a problem and had
to put policies in place and make dif-
ficult decisions to come up with a solu-
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tion. This administration inherited a
solution and has put in place policies
that have created a problem.

It was predictable. It was easy to
avoid. It is unfortunate that we have to
be here again to talk about this today,
but we are here because the lives of
those affected matter. They deserve it.
They need their story to be told.

It is ironic that we are taking people
off the border right now, our good men
and women who signed up to protect
and secure our border, to defend the
Constitution, and to protect our com-
munities. We are actually taking them
off the border to sit at computers to do
paperwork to process what has become
a migrant humanitarian crisis.

We have essentially turned our brave
men and women into the last mile, so
to speak, for cartel activity. The busi-
ness model that the cartels have to
work throughout the world to bring
people to our border, to charge them
thousands of dollars each while they
abuse them on the journey, while they
put them into indentured servitude and
then hand them over to our people sim-
ply for processing. That is not what
they signed up to do.

The migrants deserve better as well,
as do, certainly, our communities. We
understand the strategy of the cartels
to overwhelm our border and our re-
sources with the humanitarian crisis
and then sneak in drugs that destroy
the lives of our young people and our
families.

We have to fix this. We can secure
our border. We can protect the lives of
these people, and we can keep this Na-
tion strong. We can help push back the
cartel influence in our Nation and
throughout Central and South Amer-
ica.

I have a couple of fellow Members of
Congress and friends here who have
valuable experience. I thank them for
joining me today to help us with this
conversation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the good gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. NOR-
MAN).

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congressman CLOUD for organizing this
Special Order on this topic that the
country is dealing with today.

The Trump administration estab-
lished strong laws against illegal im-
migration. President Biden has decided
to disregard any success achieved by
his predecessor and, instead, an-
nounced open borders to the world.

This problem was not created due to
conditions abroad but by decisions
made at home, and they were political
decisions, unfortunately.

Since President Biden was elected, il-
legal border crossings have sky-
rocketed. In February 2020, the CBP
announced that over 35,000 migrants
tried to cross the border illegally. To
put this in context, this past February,
that number far surpassed 100,000.

Despite having the statistics to prove
it, President Biden refuses to call this
situation a crisis, which it is.

Aside from halting construction on
the border wall as performed by Presi-
dent Trump, the Biden administration
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has reimplemented a system of catch
and release and implemented selective
enforcement of our immigration laws.

They have suspended the removal of
most people with active deportation or-
ders and even released COVID-positive
detainees into our country. Really? If
you go out of the country as an Amer-
ican and come in, you have to be test-
ed. This administration has no policies
in place to test or provide masks and
definitely not to know what is coming
into the country for other viruses.

The problems we are experiencing are
more than politically motivated. They
are counterproductive and put the safe-
ty of the American people in jeopardy.
Our social systems and border officials
don’t have the capacity or the re-
sources to handle an overwhelming
surge in illegal border crossings.

Let me be clear, our immigration
system needs judicial review and legis-
lative reform. Americans want a secure
southern border. Disregarding any
form of success on our border is not the
answer that we need.

As I said before, legal immigration
has countless benefits to this great Na-
tion. We have a right and a responsi-
bility to know who and what comes
into our great country.

Mr. CLOUD. I yield to the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Mrs. MILLER).

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank my colleague, Congressman
CLOUD, for this very important Special
Order. The House of hypocrites may be
a more fitting name than this House of
Representatives.

The Democrats have facilitated the
building of a 10-foot-tall wall or fence
with razor wire around the people’s
House, our national Capitol Building,
and surround themselves with police
and National Guard. Yet, the same peo-
ple refuse to protect our Nation’s bor-
der and the continued construction of
our border wall.

Last week, the Democrats passed two
bills that diminish our Second Amend-
ment rights. The Democrats are the
people who have told you we don’t need
guns and walls, yet they have sur-
rounded themselves with guns and
walls for months.

There are real dangers posed by al-
lowing this massive illegal immigra-
tion invasion. We don’t know who the
people are that are coming or what
their intentions are. We do know that
a lot of them are bringing in drugs,
women and children to be trafficked,
COVID and other diseases, and weap-
ons.

I call on President Biden and the
Democrats to stop obstructing the en-
forcement of our immigration laws and
facilitating this invasion on our south-
ern border.

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the good gentleman from Florida (Mr.
POSEY).

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
good Congressman from Texas (Mr.
CLoUD) for leading this important dis-
cussion.

When I visited the border, I saw the
dangers of open borders, not only for
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Americans, but for thousands of illegal
immigrants smuggled across the bor-
der.

Open borders empower drug cartels.
Cartels are ruthless and inhumane in
their treatment of their human cargo.

President Trump secured agreements
with El Salvador, Honduras, and Gua-
temala that curbed the flow of illegal
immigrant caravans. Those agree-
ments, along with the Remain in Mex-
ico agreement, deprived the cartels of
billions and billions of dollars and
saved hundreds of thousands of immi-
grants from sexual abuse and exploi-
tation at the hands of the ruthless drug
cartels.

Sadly, on January 20, President
Biden gave the ruthless cartels a green
light to resume their exploitation of
women, children, and young men when
he signed executive orders effectively
repealing those agreements, which had
curbed illegal immigration and were
defunding the cartels.

Now, the record-low crossings of im-
migrants and drugs have been replaced
by record highs. Customs and Border
Protection agents are overwhelmed and
have resorted to catch and release,
which rewards the cartels, further en-
riching those guys.
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Rather than abandoning border secu-
rity, the Biden-Harris administration
must abandon the failed policies that
created the crisis.

Restoring our border is essential to
putting the safety and security of
Americans first, to protect immigrants
from exploitation and harm, and to de-
prive the drug cartels of victims and
revenue.

The worst is still to come if this ad-
ministration continues down this reck-
less road.

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Mr. PosEY for his comments. It is in-
teresting of him to point out the
former ‘“‘Remain in Mexico’’ policy that
was removed under this administra-
tion. Ironically, if you are a U.S. cit-
izen going to Mexico, you will have to
remain in Mexico and not be allowed
into our very own home country unless
you have a negative COVID test. How-
ever, this is not happening with the mi-
grants at the border currently.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the good gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. GOSAR).

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I have the honor of rep-
resenting Yuma County, Arizona. And
as many of you know, Yuma is the epi-
center of the Biden-created border cri-
sis. When Mr. Biden says he is not
going to enforce our immigration laws,
when he says he is not going to build a
border wall, it has dire consequences.

We are seeing the tragic con-
sequences of that right now in Yuma.
Mr. Biden’s decision last month to re-
lease illegal immigrants in Yuma
County on a daily basis has opened up
a spigot of border crossings into my
great State of Arizona.
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Now my worst fears are coming
through: Illegal aliens are flooding into
Yuma. We have now ceded operational
control of the border to the cartels.

In less than 2 months, the Biden ad-
ministration has destroyed much of
President Trump’s progress in securing
the southern border. The Biden admin-
istration’s open border policy, coupled
with NANCY PELOSI’s amnesty bills
taken up this week—this very day in
Congress will only exacerbate the
growing humanitarian health and secu-
rity crisis along the southern border.

It is shocking to me that the House
Democrats’ answer to the Biden-cre-
ated border crisis is to take up legisla-
tion that would give amnesty, plus a
path to citizenship, to more than 5 mil-
lion illegal aliens. This is like pouring
gasoline on a wildfire.

We should be enforcing the immigra-
tion laws we have on the books. We
should not be giving amnesty to mil-
lions of illegal aliens. Mr. Biden should
never have halted final construction of
the border wall. Unfortunately, Demo-
crat’s hatred for President Trump
clouds their ability to work together
towards commonsense reforms.

Instead, Democrats rammed their
radical amnesty legislation through
Congress, even with confirmed reports
that suspects on the terrorist watch
list have attempted to enter into our
country.

What is happening in Yuma and all
along the southern border is uncon-
scionable. The crisis is only getting
worse. Unfortunately, today’s action
on the House floor sends exactly the
wrong message. We should not be
incentivizing more illegal immigrants
to unlawfully enter our country. In-
stead, we must condemn these at-
tempts, enforce the laws on the books,
and take all necessary steps to get our
border under control.

God help us all if these two bills be-
come law.

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Mr. GOSAR for his remarks.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the good gen-
tleman from Montana (Mr.
ROSENDALE).

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in opposition to the open border
policies of the Biden administration,
which have created the worst border
crisis in recent memory.

After the surge in 2019, the Trump ad-
ministration built the wall system to
secure our border, ended ‘‘catch and re-
lease,” and, most importantly, actu-
ally enforced our Nations’ laws, mak-
ing it harder and less desirable to come
to our country illegally. And it
worked. Illegal border crossings fell to
record lows.

Unfortunately, on his first day in of-
fice, in an act of spiteful partisanship,
President Biden undid all of that with
the stroke of a pen. The results are
clear and disturbing. February border
apprehensions were tripled what they
were last year under President Trump,
with a number of accompanied children
in custody already shattering a record.
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This truly is a humanitarian crisis of
our time. On the treacherous trip to
our country, illegal aliens are subject
to abuse, rape, gang violence, and
harsh weather and terrain. Once they
arrive, often they are forced into sex
slavery or indentured servitude to pay
off their debts to coyotes or the cartel.
Open borders and amnesty are not com-
passionate. They are heartless. The
level of human suffering taking place
on the border due to President Biden’s
policies is truly tragic. The result of
these policies was completely predict-
able.

When I visited the border just over a
month ago, agents told me troubling
stories of illegal aliens, specifically cit-
ing President Biden’s immigration
policies as the reason they decided to
come to America. And this week,
House Democrats passed amnesty
measures that will only make the situ-
ation worse.

Mr. Speaker, I urge President Biden
and House Democrats to reconsider, set
aside partisanship, and work with us to
secure our border, enforce our laws,
and address the humanitarian crisis at
the border before it is too late.

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the good gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
BI1GGS).

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman, Mr. CLOUD, for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, earlier today, Demo-
crats ignored President Biden’s inhu-
mane border crisis and passed two am-
nesty bills. The bills actually encour-
age illegal immigration.

Here is the way it works: The cartels
have operational control of our border.
They do. No one crosses the southern
border unless the cartel says it is okay.
The cartels are advertising now. NGOs
funded by this government are adver-
tising down in the Northern Triangle
states in Mexico: ‘““Come north.”

They give brochures how to get here.
And what happens is caravans are
forming now. But more than that, we
have got people lining up at the bor-
ders to come across. It is a treacherous
journey.

Mr. Speaker, parents are giving their
kids to coyotes to bring forward. And
these people have no respect for human
life. No respect. And that is because of
the policies of this administration. And
I will tell you what I heard someone on
the floor of the House state today, and
I am going to quote it.

They said, ‘‘This bill is not amnesty.
It does not grant anybody amnesty. It
allows individuals to get right with the
law and become legal workers in the
United States.”

That is the definition of amnesty.
Look it up in Merriam Webster.

Earlier this week, Secretary
Mayorkas admitted, ‘“We are on pace
to encounter more individuals on the
southwest border than at any time in
the last 20 years.”

Let that sink in: More than any time
in the last 20 years.

And the answer to this by our Demo-
crat colleagues is to pass amnesty.
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Mr. Speaker, we hear moving stories
that all Dreamers came to the United
States as little children, graduated
from high school as valedictorians and
are now working as doctors saving
lives.

If that were true, why did these bills
include waivers for illegal aliens who
have been convicted of crimes?

Why didn’t these bills include lan-
guage to require that illegal aliens who
will get amnesty at least have grad-
uated from either high school or col-
lege?

The contents of the bills the House
passed today do not match the rhetoric
of the open borders crowd. We can
spend hours talking about the heartfelt
stories, what happened to people, kids
who I have seen, who have been rented
out and used multiple times to take ad-
vantage of these policies. Time doesn’t
allow for me to do that, but we must
continue to fight this horrible scourge
because it is a humanitarian crisis.

Don’t paper over it claiming that you
are compassionate when you are entic-
ing people to put their lives in the
hands of people who don’t give any con-
sideration for human life.

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for his remarks.

Indeed, it is true that these cartels
have a weird, perverted thinking when
it comes to people. For them, they are
just a business product. In their mind,
they can sell a kilo of coke once, but
they can get residual income from a
human life.

It is pathetic, disturbing, troubling,
to say the least, that we, by our poli-
cies, empower this kind of activity on
our southern border.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the good gen-
tlewoman from Colorado (Mrs.
BOEBERT).

Mrs. BOEBERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Texas, my good
friend, Congressman MICHAEL CLOUD,
for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, the Biden regime has
focused all its time and energy on ben-
efiting those who have done it all
wrong. Fascist governors imposed dra-
conian lockdowns and sent their States
into economic disaster. So Biden
passed the blue State bailout.

Did you commit a felony? This ad-
ministration wants you to vote.

And now this administration wants
to give special privileges to those
breaking Federal law and crossing the
southern border.

Mr. Speaker, it is past time that we
fix the broken immigration system and
secure the border. That is my hard
line. That means building the wall,
properly funding Border Patrol, and en-
forcing the laws we have on the
books—exactly what President Trump
did, which led to record low illegal
crossings. This is the right and humane
thing to do.

Getting children out of the hands of
cartels and coyotes, and making it
clear that the American government
will put those coming the right way,
the legal way, they will be rewarded.
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But, no, this administration has be-
come a marketing wing for the cartels,
urging folks from all around the world
to flood our southern border.

These cartels are making billions of
dollars on human smuggling alone, and
billions more on drug trafficking. The
result of Biden’s collaboration with
cartels is the highest number of unac-
companied minors we have ever seen.
Thousands of criminals, and even indi-
viduals on the FBI’s terrorist watch
list, crossing our border.

Mr. Speaker, this administration is
incentivizing unaccompanied minors to
make the hazardous and potentially
fatal journey across our southern bor-
der. That is child abuse. This adminis-
tration has signaled that we will not
fortify our southern border, and we
have seen those on the terrorist watch
list try to enter. That is a dereliction
of duty. And we have seen this admin-
istration fail to uphold and enforce the
laws of our Nation. That is a betrayal
of the American people.

The most moral thing we can do is
build a wall and secure our southern
border. It is shameful and immoral to
signal to poor and desperate people
that if you break our laws, if you cross
our borders, if you somehow make it, if
you somehow don’t get caught and sur-
vive, then we will take care of you with
our hard-earned tax dollars. Let’s ask
California how that is working for
them.

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Mrs. BOEBERT for her remarks.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the good gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. CLYDE).

Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to-
night to shine a light on the current
crisis that is plaguing our southwest
border. Customs and Border Protection
agents has stated that they are en-
countering more than 3,000 illegal im-
migrants per day. It has also been re-
ported that Customs and Border Patrol
encountered the highest number of ille-
gal aliens recorded in the month of
February in over 7 years, at 100,441 en-
counters.

The Biden executive order termi-
nating the construction of the wall
caused this crisis, and the COVID-19
pandemic has made it worse. The Biden
border crisis stands to threaten not
only U.S. communities along the
southern border, but also Americans
throughout the interior. And as a re-
sult of the Federal Government’s inac-
tion, local border communities are
stepping up to fill the void.

But, unfortunately, these localities
do not have the authority to retain
these illegals who plan to travel to doz-
ens of cities throughout the country.
We must do everything in our power to
protect Americans from unnecessary
exposure to the coronavirus.

It seriously troubles me that the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security acknowl-
edged just yesterday in a committee
hearing that the Department not only
does not know how many illegal immi-
grants have been released, but they are
also not testing all of them for COVID-
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19 before releasing them. Let that sink
in.

The Department charged with pro-
tecting the homeland lacks an execut-
able strategy to ensure that all illegal
immigrants are properly screened and
tested before they are released into the
interior.

In order to right this wrong and
stand up for the safety of all Ameri-
cans, I will be introducing the COVID-
19 Border Protection Act, a bill that re-
purposes COVID relief funds, funds
from Democrats’ nearly $2 trillion
package slated to be sent overseas, to
test immigrants who are encountered
by Federal officials at the border and
quarantine those who test positive. I
took an oath to protect all Americans,
and this bill does just that.

The crisis at the border is unaccept-
able and it exemplifies the threat posed
by the rollback of Trump-era policies
that were tough on illegal immigra-
tion.
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Illegal immigrants should not be al-
lowed to enter our country to begin
with, and a wall would help do just
that. But they should certainly not be
allowed to enter and spread the
COVID-19 virus. All Americans should
be appalled with the crisis at the bor-
der.

I call on my colleagues to join me in
rejecting the administration’s America
second policies and get tough on illegal
immigration.

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, we are in-
deed a compassionate Nation, we recog-
nize that everyone on this planet are
people created in the image of God. We
understand that people are hurting all
over the world.

The solution for that, however, is for
us to be that shining city on the hill,
for us to be an example to the world.
For them to know that if you live by
the same principles that have made
this Nation into one of the brightest
beacons of freedom through all of
human history that you can achieve
the same results.

We want people to prosper every-
where. We want every nation to pros-
per, and that is why we are so intent on
stopping this terrible scourge that is at
our southern border. These cartels are
wreaking havoc in the lives of these
people, and we have to put an end to
this.

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD
an article titled ‘‘Color-Coded Passage:
Why Smugglers are Tagging U.S.-
Bound Migrants with Wristbands.”

It has recently come to light that a
number of the migrants are coming
over with wristbands. The question was
asked, Why?

[From Reuters, Mar. 9, 2021]
COLOR-CODED PASSAGE: WHY SMUGGLERS ARE

TAGGING U.S.-BOUND MIGRANTS WITH
WRISTBANDS
(By Adrees Latif, Laura Gottesdiener, Mica
Rosenberg)

PENITAS, TX.—Along the banks of the Rio
Grande in the scrubby grassland near
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Penitas, Texas, hundreds of colored plastic
wristbands ripped off by migrants litter the
ground, signs of what U.S. border officials
say is a growing trend among powerful drug
cartels and smugglers to track people paying
to cross illegally into the United States.

The ©plastic bands—red, blue, green,
white—some labeled arrivals or entries in
Spanish, are discarded after migrants cross
the river on makeshift rafts, according to a
Reuters witness. Their use has not been
widely reported before.

Some migrants are trying to evade border
agents, others are mostly Central American
families or young children traveling without
parents who turn themselves into officials,
often to seek asylum.

Border Patrol agents in the Rio Grande
Valley sector, which spans more than 34,000
square miles (88,000 square kKilometers) along
the border in southeast Texas, have recently
encountered immigrants wearing the brace-
lets during several apprehensions, said Mat-
thew Dyman a spokesman for U.S. Customs
and Border Protection.

The ‘‘information on the bracelets rep-
resents a multitude of data that is used by
smuggling organizations, such as payment
status or affiliation with smuggling groups,”’
Dyman told Reuters.

The differing smuggling techniques come
as Democratic President Joe Biden’s admin-
istration has sought to reverse restrictive
immigration polices set up by his prede-
cessor, former President Donald Trump. But
a recent jump in border crossings has Repub-
licans warning the easing of hardline policies
will lead to an immigration crisis.

U.S. border agents carried out nearly
100,000 apprehensions or rapid expulsions of
migrants at the U.S.-Mexico border in Feb-
ruary, according to two people familiar with
preliminary figures, the highest monthly
total since mid-2019.

PURPLE BRACELET

“They run it like a business,” said Car-
dinal Brown, which means ‘‘finding more pa-
trons and looking for efficiencies.”” Migrants
can pay thousands of dollars for the journey
to the United States and human smugglers
have to pay off drug cartels to move people
through parts of Mexico.

“This is a money-making operation and
they have to pay close attention to who has
paid,” she said. ‘“This may be a new way to
keep track.”

Criminal groups operating in northern
Mexico, however, have long used systems to
log which migrants have already paid for the
right to be in gang-controlled territory, as
well as for the right to cross the border into
the United States, migration experts said.

A migrant in Reynosa—one of the most
dangerous cities in Mexico across the border
from McAllen, Texas—who declined to give
his name for fear of retaliation, showed Reu-
ters a picture of a purple wristband he was
wearing.

He said he paid $500 to one of the criminal
groups in the city after he arrived a few
months ago from Honduras to secure the
purple bracelet to protect against kidnap-
ping or extortion. He said once migrants or
their smugglers have paid for the right to
cross the river, which is also controlled by
criminal groups, they receive another brace-
let.

‘““This way we’re not in danger, neither us
nor the ‘coyote,”” he said, using the Spanish
word for smuggler.

One human smuggler who spoke on condi-
tions of anonymity, confirmed the bracelets
were a system to designate who has paid for
the right to transit through cartel territory.

“They are putting these (bracelets) on so
there aren’t killings by mistake,”” he said.

Migrants and smugglers say the use of
bracelets to designate who has paid for the
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right to cross the river is a system required
by the cartels that control waterfront terri-
tory in the conflict-ridden state of
Tamaulipas.

In January, a group of migrants were mas-
sacred in Tamaulipas state just 40 miles (70
km) west of Reynosa. Twelve local Mexican
police have been arrested in connection with
the massacre.

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, a migrant
in Reynosa said this: ‘“He paid one of
the criminal groups in the city after he
arrived a few months ago from Hon-
duras to secure the purple bracelet to
protect against kidnapping and extor-
tion.”

‘““He said once migrants or their
smugglers have paid for the right to
cross the river, which is also controlled
by criminal groups, they receive an-
other bracelet.”

So basically, cartels are going
throughout, they are recruiting people
to come, charging them thousands of
dollars. At each step along the way
they have to pay another fee to get
across the territory that is controlled
by cartels.

One human smuggler who spoke up,
of course, on the condition of anonym-
ity, confirmed that the bracelets were
a system to designate who was paid for
the right to transit through cartel ter-
ritory. And this is what he said: ‘“They
are putting these bracelets on so there
aren’t killings by mistake.”

This is what we are allowing, and it
is tragic. We can do better than this.

We can mitigate the influence that
the cartels are having at our border,
and communities throughout my
State, in particular, in Texas, and
throughout our Nation. We can miti-
gate this humanitarian and this na-
tional security crisis, and I encourage
the White House to do so, and for this
House to take up legislation to secure
our border as well.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

——————

ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(b) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the House stands adjourned
until 9 a.m. tomorrow.

Thereupon (at 9 o’clock and 20 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Fri-
day, March 19, 2021, at 9 a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-629. A letter from the Congressional As-
sistant II, Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve System, transmitting the Board’s
interim final rule — Loans to Executive Offi-
cers, Directors, and Principal Shareholders
of Member Banks [Regulation O; Docket No.:
R-1740] (RIN: 7100-AG10) received March 18,
2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Financial Services.
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