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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF JAMES
“SKILLET” MARLIN

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 14, 2021

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to celebrate the life and service of
Mr. James Alvin Marlin who passed away on
Friday, August 27 at the age of 88. | join his
family, friends, and loved ones in mourning his
loss.

Born on October 16, 1932 in Fawn Grove,
Mississippi to Theron Kendall and Vivian
Lucas Marlin, Skillet went on to graduate from
luka High school in 1951. He attended
ltawamba Junior College before joining the
United States Army. He served as a Tank
Commander in the Korean War in the “Hell
On Wheels” division.

After service, Skillet moved to Tupelo to
work in car sales. He co-owned the Lincoln-
Mercury dealership and later purchased and
managed it. Years later in luka, he purchased
and managed the Marlin-Moore Chevrolet
dealership. In luka he served on the A71
board for the state of Mississippi. For six
years he was the Game and Fish Commis-
sioner. For 11 years he served on the
Tombigbee Water Management Board and
worked as an investigator for the State Insur-
ance Commissioner. Mr. Marlin was the presi-
dent of the board for NASA Facilities Oper-
ations and served on the TCEPA board for
more than fifteen years.

Skillet was an avid outdoorsman. He was in-
strumental in bringing Turkey back to
Tishomingo County and was a friend to Elvis
Presley. He was beloved by all who had the
opportunity to know him. Mr. Marlin is survived
by his two sons, Bob and Scott.

Mr. Marlin served his country proudly, and |
am thankful for his life of service to this Na-
tion.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF MELVIN
ROSSON POST’S 7 YEAR ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 14, 2021

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of Melvin Rosson Post
8356, Veterans for Foreign Wars’ seventy-fifth
anniversary. Melvin Rosson Post 8356 was
founded on September 18, 1946, by veterans
who had just returned home after World War
Il as a sanctuary for combat veterans to gath-
er.

Over seventy-five years, the Post has dis-
played Virginia’s commitment to advocacy and
civic engagement. The Melvin Rosson Post
lends a needed and well-deserved voice to
America’s veterans, going above and beyond

to raise awareness and honor the Nation’s
brave heroes in our community. Their displays
of courage and determination set an excellent
example for all of those around us.

Today the Post’'s mission remains much the
same. With a membership of forty plus, the
current members strive to serve the commu-
nity and veterans. The Melvin Rosson Post
has served as a support system to not just the
veterans but the surviving spouses and chil-
dren of military, lending a hand whenever pos-
sible.

Therefore Madam Speaker, | ask that you
rise with me today to honor and celebrate the
seventy-fifth anniversary of the Melvin Rosson
Post 8356, Veterans for Foreign Wars. | look
forward to hearing about the future projects
and stories of your continued commitment to
our community and great nation.

———

CONGRATULATING FRANK
MANCINI

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 14, 2021

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to congratulate Frank
Mancini, of Berlin, Connecticut, on his recent
selection to the Board of Directors of the Na-
tional Association of Federally-Insured Credit
Unions (NAFCU).

Frank currently serves as President and
Chief Executive Officer of Connex Credit
Union in North Haven, Connecticut. He has
over 30 years of experience in the financial
services industry, including having served as
CEO of Connex since 2012, after having
served as its Chief Financial Officer since
2003. Under his leadership, Connex has
grown in total assets from $378M to $810M
over the past eight years. Connex currently
ranks as the 5th largest credit union in Con-
necticut in terms of asset size and 3rd in Con-
necticut in terms of loan balance.

Frank has served on a number of Boards,
including New Haven’s Financial Empower-
ment Commission, Credit Union Executive So-
ciety of New England (Board Chair), Connex
Insurance Services, Constitution State Cor-
porate Credit Union, the Tax Exempt Pro-
ceeds Fund, and the Association for Senior
Credit Union Officers. In 2016, he was award-
ed the Mayor's Community Champion Award
for his advocacy efforts in assisting low-in-
come households get increased access to
banking services. He holds a Bachelor of
Science in Business Administration from The
University of Connecticut in Storrs, Con-
necticut, and a Master of Business Administra-
tion from The University of Connecticut in
West Hartford, Connecticut.

Frank has a wealth of financial services and
leadership knowledge. His vision and decision-
making skills will be a valuable addition to the
NAFCU Board and credit unions for years to
come.

| ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Frank Mancini and wishing him the best
of luck in his new role on the NAFCU Board
of Directors. | look forward to working with him
in this regard.

———

HONORING THE BUTLER COUNTY
FARM BUREAU’S 100 YEAR ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. RON ESTES

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 14, 2021

Mr. ESTES. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the 100th Anniversary of the Butler
County Farm Bureau Association (BCFBA).
Now, one hundred years later, BCFBA con-
tinues to offer advocacy, education, and serv-
ice on behalf of those involved in an evolving
food and agriculture system.

Founded in 1921, BCFBA serves the agri-
cultural and local communities by providing
leadership on agriculture, natural resources,
safe and nutritious food, educating school chil-
dren about how and where food and fiber are
grown, and informing legislators and the public
on a broad spectrum of agriculture-related
issues. The elected board of directors consists
primarily of local farmers and ranchers who
know how important it is to have the resources
the Farm Bureau provides.

Beyond their membership services, the
Farm Bureau strives to educate the public
about the vital role that farmers and ranchers
play in feeding our country and the world. But-
ler County Farm Bureau’s annual Farm to
Fork and So Much More event allows people
from all over Kansas to take educational tours
of farms, ranches, orchards, wineries, and
other agri-businesses while enjoying Butler
County’s beautiful Kansas scenery. This
event, along with many other events the Farm
Bureau offers throughout the year, highlights
the connections between our lives and our
state’s agricultural community. As a result of
their commitment, our fields grow richer, our
abundance grows greater, and our country
stands stronger.

Please join me in congratulating the Butler
County Farm Bureau Association on their cen-
tennial anniversary and wishing them contin-
ued success in serving Butler County for years
to come.

———
RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF SER-

GEANT FIRST CLASS JASON
BELUE

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, September 14, 2021

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to celebrate the life of Staff Ser-
geant First Class Jason Belue who passed
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away on Thursday, August 26 at the 154th
Regiment, Regional Training Institute, Camp
Shelby Joint Forces Training Center in Hat-
tiesburg, Mississippi. | join his friends, family,
and loved ones in mourning his loss.

Staff Sergeant Belue was a National Guard
solider assigned to Charlie Troop, 1-98th Cal-
vary Regiment, 155th Armored Brigade Com-
bat Team. At the time of his passing, Staff
Sergeant Belue was attending the Maneuver
Senior Leaders Course as a part of his profes-
sional military education and career advance-
ment.

He served in the U.S. Armed Forces for 24
years, earning the Army Commendation
Medal, Army Achievement Medal (2nd Award),
Army Good Conduct Medal, National Defense
Service Medal, Army Reserve Component
Achievement Medal, Meritorious Unit Com-
mendation, Navy Unit Commendation, Army
Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon
(2nd Award), Armed Forces Reserve Medal,
(2nd Award), Global War on Terrorism Service
Medal, the Combat Action Badge, ad Iraq
Campaign medal (with 4 campaign stars). He
served on three deployments with the 155th
Armored Brigade Combat Team, Mississippi
National Guard in support off Operation Iraqi
Freedom in 2005 and again for Operation En-
during Freedom in 2009, then Operation Spar-
tan Shield 2018 to 2019.

Left to cherish his memory are his wife of
twenty-two years, Jennifer Brents Belue; sons,
Blake, Jason, and Bentley; and granddaughter
Hazel. He is preceded in death by his grand-
parents.

| am grateful for Staff Sergeant Belue’s
years of service to the state of Mississippi and
this country.

———

HONORING ERIN BELL AS IOWAN
OF THE WEEK

HON. CYNTHIA AXNE

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 14, 2021

Mrs. AXNE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a tireless advocate for the refugee
community, Ms. Erin Bell, as lowan of the
Week.

Erin runs the non-profit organization “Des
Moines Refugee Support” based in Des
Moines and the metro area. Erin is known as
someone who has a big heart and an even
bigger vision for supporting thousands of refu-
gees in central lowa. Des Moines Refugee
Support strives to serve as a voice, friend, and
mentor for all refugees as they make a new
home in lowa. Their focus as an organization
is on empowerment, and they strive to ad-
dress shared issues and work together to up-
lift all communities.

Upon arrival in the United States, refugee
families receive about 90 days of assistance
from a caseworker to help them learn about
their new home. That's not much time when
there’s so much to learn. Erin’s goal is to fill
the gaps when refugees arrive in lowa.

One of the programs designed to help fill
the gaps is their youth soccer sponsorship
program. Erin saw the passion for soccer
among many of the refugee children, and
knew she had to find a way to bring their
dream of playing organized soccer to life. Des
Moines Refugee Support partnered with Des
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Moines Soccer club to raise money through
the nonprofit to pay for the kids’ cleats, shin
guards, registration fees and other items asso-
ciated with playing an organized sport. This
has allowed the kids that are brand new to
lowa an opportunity to make new friends, get
involved in their community, and of course
play soccer.

Advocates like Erin, and organizations like
Des Moines Refugee Support, are what
makes our lowa communities across the state
such great places to live. | will always fight in
Congress to be a voice for refugees, and to
ensure lowa is a welcoming place. It is my
pleasure to name Erin Bell as lowan of the
Week.

COMMENDING MR. PAUL COS-
TELLO ON HIS SERVICE TO THE
STATE OF VERMONT

HON. PETER WELCH

OF VERMONT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 14, 2021

Mr. WELCH. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate and honor my friend Paul Cos-
tello, who has served since 2000 as Executive
Director of the Vermont Council on Rural De-
velopment (VCRD), part of the National Rural
Development Partnership established by Con-
gress. Although Paul is retiring from VCRD,
his legacy will continue in the projects and ini-
tiatives that he has inspired in rural commu-
nities across Vermont.

Throughout his years as Executive Director,
Paul has established himself as a respected
neutral facilitator of community conversations.
Paul has a unique ability to unite diverse view-
points and lead people to consensus, action
and success. He is dedicated to the ideals of
democracy and to the promotion of social and
economic opportunity for all Vermonters. He is
a patriotic enthusiast for civic engagement, en-
ergizing all who venture into his orbit.

Among his many activities, Paul coordinates
the annual VCRD Governor's Rural Summit to
build federal and state cross-agency action
plans. Each year he facilitates multiple com-
munity visits with teams of state, federal, non-
profit and private leaders to help rural commu-
nities evaluate and prioritize opportunities, de-
velop action plans, connect to resources and
rally to action.

Over the past twenty years, Paul has pro-
duced and facilitated numerous Vermont Pol-
icy Councils and Community Development ef-
forts including the Vermont Forest Products
Council, the Vermont Agriculture Viability
Council, the Vermont Council on Culture and
Innovation, the Vermont Council on Planning,
the Vermont Rural Energy Council, the VT
Creative Communities Program, the Council
on the Future of Vermont, the Vermont Work-
ing Landscape Council, the Vermont Working
Landscape Partnership, and the Vermont
Working Lands Coalition, the e-Vermont Com-
munity Broadband Project and Vermont Digital
Economy Project, the Vermont Higher Edu-
cation Food Systems Council, and the
Vermont Climate Change Economy Council.
Most recently, Paul has chaired the Gov-
ernor's Covid—19 Local Support and Commu-
nity Action Team.

A native Vermonter, Paul obtained his B.A.
and M.A. at the University of Vermont and
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earned a PhD in intellectual history at McGill
University in Montreal. He has devoted a sub-
stantial part of his career to the cultivation of
Vermont civic institutions, and the state is a
better place because of it. | wish him a pro-
ductive and fulfilling retirement.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF WAYNE
FREEDMAN

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 14, 2021

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor Wayne Freedman, one of the Bay
Area’s most intrepid television reporters and a
fixture on ABC 7 for 30 years who is retiring
after a remarkable and award-winning career.

Wayne has covered a vast variety of events
here at home and abroad, from major earth-
quakes, fires, and hurricanes, to national and
local elections, to major sports events, to the
September 11th attacks, to the COVID-19
pandemic, to NASA space missions, to
beached whales. In 1992, ABC 7 sent him
solo to Moscow to cover Russia’s Second
Revolution. He traveled across the U.S. by
train visiting small towns to capture the pulse
of America after 9/11. No matter the content of
a story, Wayne will get to the truth and he has
a knack for finding the human angle that reso-
nates with viewers. He likes to put it this way:
“My philosophy is to find, small stories within
large ones, and large stories in the small
ones. Those are the most telling.”

His philosophy and work have earned him
over 50 Emmy Awards and several Edward R.
Murrow awards. Many of his pieces were
picked up by ABC’s national show World
News Tonight. Wayne is also the author of a
book that is required reading in several col-
lege journalism programs in the U.S., Canada,
and Europe, It Takes More Than Good Looks
To Succeed at Television News Reporting.

Television is part of the Freedman family’s
DNA. Wayne’s father, Mike Freedman, started
working for the ABC network in 1948. He pio-
neered the use of live, hand-held video cam-
eras for covering news and sports events. As
soon as Wayne could walk, his dad took him
into the field with him.

Wayne had his first byline in 1968 when he
started writing a weekly column about life in
middle school for a paper that is now the Los
Angeles Daily News. That same summer he
worked in San Francisco as a grip for ABC on
a profile about heavyweight boxing champion
Sonny Liston.

Wayne received his Bachelor's Degree in
Political Science from UCLA in 1977 and his
Master's Degree in Journalism from the Uni-
versity of Missouri at Columbia in 1978. In
1981 he moved to San Francisco from where
he has been reporting ever since. Before he
joined ABC 7 in 1991, he worked for CBS
News traveling the country to produce a week-
ly segment called Only in America for CBS
This Morning.

For those who have seen Wayne Freedman
reporting out in the field, they will have noticed
an ever-present still camera in his hand with
which he snaps behind the scenes photo-
graphs that he posts on social media. It's an
eye-opening way to see the world from
Wayne’s perspective.
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