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Engineering from the University of Southern 
California. At Boeing, she assumed leadership 
roles in extracurricular groups, including Boe-
ing Women in Leadership and the Amelia Ear-
hart Society. Nareh learned complicated proc-
esses and procedures when working on the 
787 nacelle, and became lead of the project, 
receiving awards for her work on the project. 

Nareh decided to make a shift in her career 
after the birth of her son. An experienced en-
gineer who never lost sight of her passion for 
tutoring and helping people, she joined Glen-
dale Community College (GCC) in 2018 as an 
instructor of engineering, where she currently 
teaches several classes including Introduction 
to Engineering and 3D Printing and Modeling. 
Soon after, Nareh was also hired to teach at 
Los Angeles Pierce College and Los Angeles 
City College, where she continues to teach 
today. 

In addition to sharing her personal and pro-
fessional experiences in the engineering in-
dustry with her students, Nareh also supports 
her students outside of the classroom with 
hands-on opportunities that benefit them and 
the community, especially supporting under-
represented minorities in STEM. When the 
coronavirus pandemic hit and everyone was 
sent home, the work outside the classroom 
seemed to be at a standstill. While Ms. 
Manooki was working remotely, she wanted to 
do something to help frontline workers, and 
while researching on line, she came across ar-
ticles about 3D printing Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE). With the support of the 
GCC leadership, Nareh brought home the 
school’s 3D printers to test different designs 
she had found for clinically tested products to 
donate to hospitals. She also discovered that 
there were many like-minded college instruc-
tors in California, with whom she shared the 
approved mask designs and learned the 
agreements and processes they established 
with local hospitals for donations. 

Soon, the networking between GCC and 
local hospitals blossomed, and donation 
agreement forms were coming in. Nareh was 
printing with two or three 3D printers in her 
home from morning until evening, while simul-
taneously fulfilling her teaching and parental 
responsibilities. To meet the demands faster, 
she reached out to colleagues and students 
for help, who enthusiastically joined her ef-
forts, and together as a team, they donated 
over two thousand face shields and ear ten-
sion straps to the community. Following the 
success of this effort, Ms. Manooki thought of 
ways to bring back opportunities for students 
to have hands-on projects while learning re-
motely. In May 2020, the Glendale College 
Foundation approved her proposed program to 
advise and mentor students on how to learn to 
operate 3D printers and improve existing PPE 
designs. The program proved to be a success. 
Nareh’s students designed and created their 
own prototypes while gaining hands-on engi-
neering technology skills during a pandemic 
school year. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring this exceptional, well-re-
spected woman of California’s 28th Congres-
sional District, Nareh Manooki. 
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Mr. BUCK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate Douglas County, Colorado, being 
named the second healthiest community in the 
United States by U.S. News and World Report 
in 2021. Douglas County was ranked second 
in the nation in both 2020 and 2018 and 
topped the annual list in 2019. 

Douglas County enjoys 300 days of sun-
shine each year and, thanks to the beautiful 
Rocky Mountains, is home to some of the 
world’s best hiking and outdoor recreation. 
Surrounded by 63,000 acres of natural land, 
Douglas County is home to three state parks, 
the Reuter-Hess Reservoir, and incredible 
walking trails, like the Devil’s Head National 
Recreation Trail. These natural areas are im-
portant to the community as they provide rec-
reational opportunities like fishing, hiking, 
boating, and biking to be enjoyed by residents. 

This recognition as the second healthiest 
county is a testament to not only the beautiful 
natural areas of the Centennial State, but also 
its local government officials and those who 
call Douglas County home. As one of the fast-
est growing communities in the country, Doug-
las County has been ranked by the American 
City Business Journal as one of the best 
counties in the U.S. for quality of life. 

On behalf of the 4th Congressional District 
of Colorado, I am honored to celebrate this 
recognition alongside the residents and local 
government of Douglas County, Colorado. 
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, South Carolina will always cherish 
the dedicated service of Nancy Thomas Wood 
as an educator in Lexington District 5 of 
Seven Oak Elementary School, which I have 
gratefully represented in the State Senate and 
now Congress. 

Mrs. Wood has been an inspiration for her 
daughter Lou Kennedy, who has been recog-
nized as being one of the state’s most suc-
cessful business leaders. 

Just last week, President and CEO Lou 
Kennedy of Nephron Pharmaceuticals Corp., 
announced a $215.8 million expansion cre-
ating 380 new jobs. 

I appreciate the opportunity to include in the 
RECORD the following obituary for Nancy 
Thomas Wood. 

NANCY THOMAS WOOD 
December 1, 1938–July 26, 2021 

Nancy Thomas Wood, of Lexington, passed 
away on Monday, July 26, 2021. 

Mrs. Wood, a loving wife and mother, was 
an educator for more than 40 years. She 
taught first grade in Lexington District 5, 
spending most of her career as a teacher at 

Seven Oaks Elementary School. Nothing— 
save her family—gave Mrs. Wood more satis-
faction than loving and mentoring thousands 
of Midlands-area students, who loved her 
back. She also taught Sunday school and Va-
cation Bible School. 

Mrs. Wood relocated to Cayce from Kings-
port, Tennessee, when husband Jerry took a 
management job at Eastman Chemical Com-
pany. The mother of Lou Wood Kennedy, 
Mrs. Wood settled into life in the Midlands, 
where she cheered each promotion Jerry 
earned and motivated her daughter to work 
hard, give back and treat everyone with 
grace. 

Mrs. Wood met her husband when they 
were teenagers, and they began dating as 
students at East Tennessee State University. 
Her father-in-law married the couple, and 
they recently celebrated 61 years together. 

Mrs. Wood drove daughter Lou to extra-
curricular activities Lou was involved in 
growing up, and made certain Lou was 
equipped with the tools she needed to suc-
ceed. 

Surviving Mrs. Wood are her devoted hus-
band, Jerry; loving daughter, Lou Wood Ken-
nedy of Lexington (Bill); granddaughter, 
Xanna Bailey of Lexington (Travis) and 
great-grandson, Lincoln Bailey. Mrs. Wood is 
also survived by Paul Wood (Mildred), Sarah 
Benson, Daniel Wood (Cara), Becky Reece 
(Chuck), countless nieces and nephews and 
the Seven Oaks family, with whom she loved 
to spend time. 

Mrs. Wood was predeceased by her parents; 
brother, Donald Thomas; sister, Mary Wills 
and brother-in-law, Lewis Wills. She was also 
predeceased by brothers-in-law, Lambert and 
David Wood and other members of the Wood 
family. 

Visitation will be held from 5:00–6:45 PM on 
Wednesday, July 28 at Caughman-Harman 
Funeral Home in Lexington and a celebra-
tion of life will follow from 6:45–7:15 PM at 
the funeral home. A private family burial 
will be held on Thursday, July 29 at 10:00 
AM. 

f 

VOTING RIGHTS ACT 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 27, 2021 

Ms. SEWELL. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
represent Alabama’s 7th District—the Civil 
Rights District—which includes the historic cit-
ies of Birmingham, Montgomery and my 
hometown of Selma. 

I am honored to participate in the Congres-
sional Black Caucus Special Order Hour on 
the heels of the anniversary of the death of 
the great Congressman John R. Lewis, my 
dear friend and mentor. I would also be remiss 
if I did not acknowledge the passing of Robert 
Parris Moses, another civil rights icon who 
was beaten and jailed while fighting for the 
precious right to vote. I am reminded daily of 
the sacrifices made by John, Robert, and the 
other countless foot soldiers. 

For me, growing up in Selma, under the 
shadow of the Edmund Pettus Bridge, the his-
tory of the Voting Rights Movement was not 
something I had to learn in school. 

The Foot Soldiers of the Movement were 
not pictures or names in a history book, they 
were a vital and vibrant part of the community 
in Selma—they were my teachers, my church 
members, my piano teacher, our firefighters 
and even my babysitter. 
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Their valiant, collective efforts put Selma on 

the map in a way that no one could have 
imagined, so much so that we still celebrate 
and commemorate those efforts today. 

The movement continues, because it 
must—because the fight for equity is as impor-
tant now as it was in 1965. Selma is still now. 

Old Battles have become new again. Since 
the Supreme Court in Shelby County vs. Hold-
er gutted the Voting Rights Act of 1965 in 
2013, state legislatures all across the nation 
have passed restrictive voter laws making it 
harder for people to vote, especially for Black 
Americans and other minority voters. 

Today, driven by the Big Lie of a ‘‘stolen 
election,’’ opponents to our democracy have 
ramped up their efforts to restrict access to 
the ballot box. 

Just this year, lawmakers have introduced 
at least 389 bills in 48 states that would re-
strict the right to vote. And in 17 states, these 
anti-voter bills have already been signed into 
law. These laws are intended to allow politi-
cians to pick and choose whose voices are 
heard by subjecting voters to: 

longer lines, 
inaccessible polling places, 
strict voter ID requirements, 
broken voting machines, 
purges of voter rolls, 
and voter registration complications. 
These new tactics may not require us to 

count how many jellybeans are in a jar or re-
cite the names of every county in Alabama, 
they are the same old tricks in disguise. In-
deed, voter suppression is still alive and well. 

As if these bills weren’t enough, earlier this 
month, the Supreme Court upheld Arizona’s 
discriminatory, anti-voter laws that were de-
signed to target Latino and other minority vot-
ers. Specifically, the Court found that Arizo-
na’s out-of-precinct policy, which requires bal-
lots to be thrown out if they were not cast in 
the assigned precinct, and its third-party ballot 
collection policy, which limits who can collect 
vote-by-mail ballots, were not discriminatory 
and did not violate section 2 of the Voting 
Rights Act. Simply put, the Court got it wrong. 

Arizona’s out-of-precinct and third-party col-
lection ballot policies created unfair burdens 
and disproportionately impacted minority vot-
ers and, as a result, Arizona’s election system 
was not equally open to all Arizona voters, 
particularly for Native American, Hispanic, and 
Black voters. Unfortunately, with this ruling the 
Court chose not to protect the precious right to 
vote and instead weakened a different provi-
sion of the Voting Rights Act, section 2, and 
made it harder for victims of voter discrimina-
tion to seek justice. 

Let me be clear: Today we face a critical 
juncture. We are up against the most coordi-
nated state-level effort to restrict the right to 
vote in generations and a Supreme Court 
keen on destroying our nation’s most impor-
tant voting rights law. 

Luckily, we have a solution. 
Democrats in Congress are committed to 

passing federal legislation to restore and pro-
tect the sacred right to vote for generations to 
come, and I’m so proud to be leading that 
fight. 

My bill, the John R. Lewis Voting Rights Act, 
or H.R. 4, would restore and modernize key 
provisions of the Voting Rights Act that were 
gutted by the Supreme Court. It would once 
again prohibit any state or jurisdiction with a 
history of discrimination from implementing 

any election changes without receiving 
preclearance from U.S. Department of Justice. 

The need for Congress to pass the John R. 
Lewis Voting Rights Act has never been so ur-
gent. Without federal protections against dis-
crimination, states across the country have 
and will continue to enact new voter suppres-
sion tactics that subject voters to: longer lines; 
inaccessible polling places; strict voter ID re-
quirements; broken voting machines; and 
more. 

That’s why I’m hard at work drafting this leg-
islation with the House Judiciary Committee 
and stakeholder groups. We are on track to 
have the bill ready for introduction in the com-
ing weeks. 

Never did I think the cause for which John 
Lewis marched for 56 years ago—the Voting 
Rights Act would require congressional action 
to restore its full protection. 

It reminds us that progress is elusive and 
every generation must fight and fight again. 

The legacy of my district requires that I pick 
up this baton of voter equality and continue 
the next leg—their Cause is my Cause too. 

I look forward to introducing H.R. 4, The 
John R. Lewis Voting Rights Act, because the 
reality is—we have not yet achieved the Amer-
ica that John dreamed of. 

John knew that our Country’s best days lie 
ahead of us, but we must seize the opportuni-
ties to enact change every day. 

He understood that democracy is not the 
whim or edict of one person; it is a constant, 
collective act of reinvention. We are a nation 
founded on a call to action—to strive daily for 
a more perfect union. 

Every one of us has a role to play. As lead-
ers we must lead and as citizens we must 
Vote. 

May we all recommit ourselves to the ideals 
of equality and justice for which the foot sol-
diers marched. Let our words and actions stir 
the soul of our Nation. 

John gave us his final Call to Action: John 
said, ‘‘Never give up, Never give in, Keeping 
the faith, Keep your eyes on the prize.’’ 

Let’s get into Good Trouble. 
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IN HONOR OF DEAN CHRISTON 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 27, 2021 

Ms. KUSTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Dean Christon on the occasion of 
his retirement as Director and Chief Executive 
Officer of New Hampshire Housing. 

Dean is as steadfast advocate for affordable 
housing and community development across 
New Hampshire. It was an honor to work 
alongside Dean, his team at New Hampshire 
Housing and countless other developers and 
advocates to see so many impactful projects 
come together, like Boulder Point Veterans 
Housing in Plymouth and the Pine Tree Lane 
Apartments in West Lebanon. 

I commend Dean Christon on his retirement 
after more than three decades with New 
Hampshire Housing and on his unwavering 
dedication to the Granite State. Dean also 
serves as the Vice Chair of the Advisory 
Board of the Saint Anselm College Center for 
Ethics in Society and is a trustee of 
NeighborWorks Southern NH, a testament to 

his commitment to housing security and to the 
future leaders of our state. 

On behalf of my constituents in New Hamp-
shire’s Second Congressional District, I thank 
Dean for his many years of service, and for 
being a part of what makes the Granite State 
so great. I am honored to recognize and con-
gratulate Dean on his retirement and wish him 
the best of luck in the years ahead. 
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IN HONOR OF THE 31ST ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE AMERICANS WITH 
DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 27, 2021 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam 
Speaker, I wish to honor the 31st Anniversary 
of the enactment of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act of 1990. The law prohibits dis-
crimination by private and public institutions 
toward citizens with disabilities, mandating that 
any entity covered by the law take reasonable 
steps to make their property, lines of commu-
nication, and employment accessible to per-
sons with disabilities. In the two decades since 
the law’s passage, it has opened the door for 
million Americans to participate more fully in 
day-to-day activities and to pursue opportuni-
ties in society. One out of every five American 
households has a family member who has a 
physical or cognitive disability. This historic bill 
expanded access to physical buildings and 
countless activities, easing the ability of these 
citizens to go about their daily lives freely with-
out concern that they will be denied access to 
a school, shopping center, business, or com-
munication device. Access is a freedom that 
everyone should enjoy, and I am proud to cel-
ebrate two decades of a law designed to pro-
mote this freedom for so many. I am proud 
that many of the accommodations that re-
sulted from this law are considered common-
place now. 

My Congressional District has long sup-
ported the efforts to promote equal civil rights. 
Chicago has been a leader in the movement 
to improve the livelihood of Americans with 
disabilities. 

The Affordable Care Act included legislative 
provisions from my bill H.R. 1670, the Com-
munity First Choice Option, which allows 
states to include within their Medicaid State 
Plans an option to receive community-based 
services for individuals with disabilities who 
are eligible for nursing homes and other insti-
tutional settings. The Community First Choice 
Option gives people the choice to leave facili-
ties and institutions for their own homes and 
communities with appropriate, cost effective 
services and supports. We should build on the 
precedent set 3 decades ago with the enact-
ment of the ADA by giving Americans with dis-
abilities the freedom to choose where they 
live. 

Equality is a founding principle of our coun-
try. It has been an arduous process for many 
groups of people—from the Emancipation 
Proclamation to the Nineteenth Amendment 
for women’s suffrage to the Civil Rights Act of 
1964. The Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990 was another milestone in equality for our 
Nation. Thousands of individuals worked in 
earnest to make this law possible, and thou-
sands continue to champion this law’s imple-
mentation. For these efforts, we honor the 
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