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grandchildren in succession—Ella, Abe, Ingrid 
and Levi. She was a devoted and beloved 
grandmother who was known simply as ‘‘GG’’. 

Patti was a towering beauty, a one-in-a-mil-
lion woman, and a force of nature. She was 
famous for her ability to strike up a conversa-
tion with anyone and everyone she crossed 
paths with. She loved a good martini, big sun-
glasses, Frank Sinatra, art museums and 
beautiful gardens. As COVID-related restric-
tions began to lift, she daydreamed about trav-
eling the English and Irish countryside. She 
would say that in her life she was most proud 
of her 52-year marriage, motherhood, and the 
fierce love she held for her family. She will be 
greatly missed, but her family takes comfort 
that she has joined her mother and father 
whom she adored. 

f 

EXTENSION OF MANAGEMENT 
PLANNING DEADLINE FOR NA-
TIONAL HERITAGE AREAS DES-
IGNATION UNDER THE 2019 DIN-
GELL ACT 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 23, 2021 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, today I 
introduced a bill to extend the statutory dead-
line for submitting a management plan for the 
six National Heritage Areas designated under 
the John D. Dingell Jr. Conservation, Manage-
ment, and Recreation Act of 2019 (Public Law 
116–9). 

Current law directs the local coordinating 
entity for each National Heritage Area to sub-
mit a management plan to the National Park 
Service within three years of the date of en-
actment: March 12, 2022. However, due to the 
COVID–19 pandemic, many of the local co-
ordinating entities need additional time to final-
ize their management plans, including com-
pleting a robust public engagement process 
not possible during much of 2020. 

As Deputy Secretary of the Interior during 
the Clinton Administration, I know that local 
coordinating entities for National Heritage 
Areas need sufficient time to prepare effective 
management plans that reflect substantial 
public feedback. The John D. Dingell Jr. Con-
servation, Management, and Recreation Act of 
2019 (Public Law 116–9) included the House 
sponsor of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta 
National Heritage Area Act, of which I spon-
sored with Senator DIANNE FEINSTEIN (D–CA). 
More time will allow California’s first and the 
other newly designated National Heritage 
Areas to conduct greater public engagement, 
preform fulsome tribal consultations, and com-
plete all necessary field work to ensure these 
new National Heritage Areas are set up for 
success. 

Madam Speaker, I thank Representatives 
MCKINLEY (R–WV), SMITH (D–WA), SCHRIER 
(D–WA), KILMER (D–WA), JAYAPAL (D–WA), 
GRIJALVA (D–AZ), and STRICKLAND (D–WA) for 
their support as original cosponsors. I look for-
ward to working with Natural Resources Chair-
man RAÚL GRIJALVA to ensure this critical 
piece of legislation becomes law. 

RECOGNIZING FORMER DIRECTOR 
OF THE NEW JERSEY OFFICE OF 
HOMELAND SECURITY AND PRE-
PAREDNESS JARED MAPLES ON 
HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. ANDY KIM 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 23, 2021 

Mr. KIM of New Jersey. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor former Director of the New 
Jersey Office of Homeland Security and Pre-
paredness Jared Maples on his retirement. 

Director Maples retirement from public serv-
ice is much deserved. Prior to working at New 
Jersey’s Office of Homeland Security and Pre-
paredness, Director Maples served his country 
for over a decade at the Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) and the U.S. Department of De-
fense. 

As Director of the New Jersey Office of 
Homeland Security, Jared Maples committed 
himself to making life safer for all residents of 
New Jersey. He led New Jersey’s counterter-
rorism efforts, and cybersecurity efforts and 
served as a critical link in New Jersey’s 
COVID–19 response. Director Maples was a 
staunch advocate for the interfaith community 
and worked hard to ensure that they remained 
safe from bias crimes. I was honored to par-
ticipate on numerous events with Director 
Maples and found him to be an individual who 
truly cares about the safety and well-being of 
all residents in my district and throughout New 
Jersey. 

I commend Director Maples for his work, 
and I know I speak on behalf of my constitu-
ents when I say congratulations. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. FRANK J. MRVAN 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 23, 2021 

Mr. MRVAN. Madam Speaker, regrettably, I 
was not able to vote on June 22, 2021. Had 
I been present, I would have voted: YEA on 
Roll Call No. 173, and YEA on Roll Call No. 
174. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. 
THOMAS JAMES OSBORNE 

HON. DOUG LAMBORN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 23, 2021 

Mr. LAMBORN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Mr. Thomas James 
Osborne, beloved husband, father, grand-
father, friend, community leader, and sports 
enthusiast. 

Tom was born January 5, 1956, in St. 
Cloud, Minnesota, to Irene and Bill Osborne. 
Tom was the third of eight children. He grad-
uated from high school from Central High 
School in Billings, Montana in 1974. At a 

young age, he developed a love for adventure, 
sports, and the great outdoors. Tom received 
a basketball scholarship to Eastern Montana 
College (now Montana State University—Bil-
lings) and earned a bachelor’s degree in 
Physical Education, graduating in 1978. 

Tom founded the Big Sky State Games, an 
Olympic-style sports festival in Montana, and 
served as the executive director from 1985 to 
1993. In addition, he served as the executive 
director of the National Congress of State 
Games from 1993 to 2003 and assisted in the 
creation of the States Games of America. Tom 
also served as a member of the U.S. Olympic 
Committee Board of Directors from 1996 to 
2000. 

Tom met his wife, Amy (Tompson), during a 
fly-fishing class in Billings in 1995. Tom and 
Amy began dating, and he immediately started 
a careful pursuit for her heart and the hearts 
of her children, Ellie and Ben. After five years, 
they were married on November 3, 2001, in 
Midland, Texas, and became a family. 

In 2003, Tom and his family began a new 
adventure, moving to Colorado Springs so that 
Tom could join Colorado Springs Sports Cor-
poration as the president and CEO. It didn’t 
take long for Tom to find his footing in the 
Pikes Peak region. He quickly worked to bring 
various sporting events to Colorado Springs, 
including the Warrior Games, Pikes Peak Air-
strip Attack, premier cycling events, youth 
sports programs, and much more, including 
the Labor Day Lift Off. In addition, Tom served 
as the Chairman of the Pikes Peak Inter-
national Hill Climb for over a decade and was 
a member of the World Arena Board of Direc-
tors. 

Tom and Amy were members of the Pauline 
Chapel at The Broadmoor, attending the inter-
denominational service. Much of Tom’s work 
coincided with non-profits across the commu-
nity, helping people in all situations, including 
troubled youth and veterans, to find respite 
care and comfort in sports and the great out-
doors. When asked about his relationship with 
the Lord, Torn would say, ‘‘Me and Jesus, 
(crossing his fingers) we’re good.’’ 

Tom is described by his wife Amy, and his 
many co-workers, as the kindest, most sup-
portive, humble, ambitious dreamer they have 
ever known. He had an extensive network of 
friends, staff, and community who often found 
themselves in awe of Tom’s ambition and vi-
sion. A few words that Tom scribbled inside of 
a book cover sum up his life perfectly, ‘‘Bars 
are meant to be raised,’’ and indeed, he 
raised them. 

Tom is survived by his beloved wife of near-
ly 20 years, Amy; children: Ellie (Cameron) 
Kuehn and Ben (Kassy) Haughton; grand-
children: Charlie Rose and James Bridges; 
siblings: Doug (Jan) Osborne, Pat (Kathi) 
Osborne, Jeanne (Larry) Fritz, Mary (Michael) 
Andres, Cathy (Mark) Johnson, Jan (Doug) 
Grotiz, Will (Tina) Osborne; and many nieces, 
nephews, cousins, and in-laws. 

Tom leaves a legacy in which no stone went 
unturned and no mission unconquered. Be-
cause of his ability to dream big, countless 
children and adults have a life-long passion for 
sports and athletics, many of whom made a 
career out of these passions. The lasting im-
pact of his influence in the sports and out-
doors community of the Pikes Peak region will 
endure and benefit many generations to come. 
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RECOGNIZING LOU SPIOTTI 

HON. JOSEPH D. MORELLE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 23, 2021 

Mr. MORELLE. Madam Speaker, rise today 
in recognition of Mr. Lou Spiotti as he retires 
from an outstanding career as the Athletic Di-
rector at the Rochester Institute of Tech-
nology, a career spanning four decades of un-
wavering commitment to his student-athletes 
both on and off the field. 

Mr. Spiotti arrived at RIT in 1974 as head 
football coach, after six years he was chosen 
to lead the athletic program. Under his leader-
ship, RIT athletics experienced unprecedented 
success and growth. From an original fifteen 
programs, Mr. Spiotti oversaw the expansion 
to twenty-four programs totaling well over 600 
student-athletes and staff. During his forty- 
one-year tenure, RIT secured forty-one Divi-
sion III conference championships—including 
ten consecutive league titles by the men’s la-
crosse program and women’s basketball play-
ing in three straight NCAA Tournaments. Mr. 
Spiotti’s decades of service make him the 
longest-tenured intercollegiate athletic director 
in the nation—a remarkable accomplishment. 

Academic success was always as important 
to Mr. Spiotti as athletic success. During his 
career, the athletic department’s cumulative 
grade point average regularly exceeded that of 
the overall student body. Additionally. Mr. 
Spiotti spearheaded multiple athletic facility 
upgrades including the completion of the 
4,300 seat Gene Polisseni Center. For his 
body of work as a leader, coach, and adminis-
trator Mr. Spiotti has earned the respect and 
admiration of the RIT community. He leaves 
behind a culture of integrity, character, and 
class. 

Madam Speaker, I respectfully ask that you 
join me in extending congratulations on Mr. 
Spiotti’s well-deserved retirement and in ex-
pressing our appreciation for his years of serv-
ice to the RIT community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HONOR THE LIFE OF 
DELOS ‘‘DEE’’ ORAN CIRCLE 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 23, 2021 

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of a great American and life- 
long friend, Dee Circle. 

Dee died peacefully at home in Rancho Mi-
rage, California, on May 20, 2021. He was 
predeceased by his father, mother, sister, and 
grandson, Taylor. Dee leaves behind his lov-
ing wife, Candace, daughters Lori (Gil Solon), 
Jenny (Dermot Cronin), and Jamie, grand-
children Ryan, Tommy and Lily, and his broth-
er Dick Circle. 

Delos Oran Circle was born in Selah, Wash-
ington, on August 20, 1938, to Gracia Fern 
Lancaster and William Oran Circle. He had 
two older siblings, Dick and Sharon, and spent 
his childhood in Washington. After high school 
he joined the Coast Guard and moved to 
northern California. He was a Peninsula resi-
dent for over 50 years. 

In 1974, Dee married Candace Lee 
Edmondson and their flower girl was my 

daughter, Karen. They had two daughters, 
Jennifer Dee and Jamie Leigh. Dee was a 
successful real estate loan broker and devel-
oper in the San Francisco Bay area. He was 
an avid golfer and sports fan, cheering on his 
beloved Warriors, 49ers, and SF Giants, and 
never missed a minute of The Masters. Dee 
was Jenny’s No. 1 fan as she played basket-
ball through college. 

In 2003, Dee and Candy retired to the 
desert and built a home at PGA West. Dee 
was a loving husband, father, grandfather, 
brother and friend. He was kind, generous and 
funny, and was always the biggest personality 
in the room surrounded by friends. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the entire House of 
Representatives to join me in honoring the life 
of this good man. Dee Circle lived a purpose-
ful life by being a loving family man, a loyal 
friend, a patriot and a man of integrity. He will 
be sorely missed by all those who had the 
good fortune to know him and he will always 
be remembered as a true blessing to each of 
us. 

f 

JUNETEENTH NATIONAL 
INDEPENDENCE DAY ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 16, 2021 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, as a 
senior member of the House Judiciary Com-
mittee, the Chair of the Subcommittee on 
Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security, and 
the principal sponsor in the House of the 
Juneteenth National Independence Day Act, I 
rise in strong and enthusiastic support of S. 
475, the Senate companion to the Juneteenth 
National Independence Day Act for my bill 
H.R. 1320 introduced on February 25, 2021, 
which establishes June 19 as a federal holi-
day. 

Research by the Library of Congress look-
ing back to the beginning of the Congress’s 
existence as a legislative body could find no 
bill that sought to make Juneteenth a federal 
holiday, prior to the bill I introduced on June 
18, 2020. 

I have introduced the Juneteenth resolution 
annually since 2013. 

In 2020, the resolution received 214 spon-
sors in the House of Representatives. 

This surge in support let me know that the 
nation was ready for a new holiday and there-
fore I introduced H.R. 7232, the Juneteenth 
National Independence Day Act which re-
ceived 158 sponsors in the 116th Congress. 

Senator Doug Jones and Senator EDWARD 
MARKEY contacted my office seeking to intro-
duce a Senate companion. 

Later ED MARKEY’S staff reached out to col-
laborate on a Senate version of my 
Juneteenth Holiday bill and ultimately intro-
duced the Senate version of the bill, which fol-
lowed the text of H.R. 1320. 

I applaud the U.S. Senate for passing S. 
475/1320, Juneteenth National Independence 
Day Act, companion legislation to H.R. 1320, 
which I introduced to make Juneteenth a fed-
eral holiday to commemorate the end of chat-
tel slavery, America’s Original Sin, and to cel-
ebrate the perseverance that has been the 
hallmark of the African American struggle for 
equality. 

I thank Senator MARKEY of Massachusetts 
for contacting my office with his request to in-
troduce the Senate companion to H.R. 1320 
for this Congress, and to my senior senator, 
Senator JOHN CORNYN of Texas for his stead-
fast support of the Juneteenth holiday over the 
years, and others who spearheaded this effort 
in the Senate, and Senate Majority Leader 
SCHUMER for his support and for using his leg-
islative skills to ensure the bill was voted on 
and passed. 

Madam Speaker, the process that has 
brought us to this day has been bipartisan, bi-
cameral, cooperative, and constructive begin-
ning with my collaboration in the 116th Con-
gress with former Senator Doug Jones of Ala-
bama and Senator CORNYN of Texas to co-
ordinate the introduction and cultivate the nec-
essary support for the Juneteenth National 
Independence Day Act. 

That partnership has continued through the 
117th Congress with the addition of Senator 
MARKEY of Massachusetts as the lead Demo-
cratic sponsor in the Senate. 

The bipartisan H.R. 1320, the House 
version of S. 475/H.R. 1320, is sponsored by 
166 Members from all regions of the country, 
including two of my Republican colleagues 
from Texas, Congressman VAN TAYLOR and 
Congressman RANDY WEBER. 

Madam Speaker, now it is time for the 
House of Representatives to act swiftly and 
bring to the floor, vote on, pass the 
Juneteenth National Independence Day Act, 
and send it to the desk of President Biden for 
signature. 

With the President’s signature, the federal 
government will join 47 states in recognizing 
as a holiday Juneteenth, the day that has 
been celebrated by African Americans for 156 
years and has been called rightly as ‘Amer-
ica’s second Independence Day.’ 

Let me extend on behalf of all of us who 
have labored to pass this important legislation 
our deep appreciation to the House leader-
ship, particularly Majority Leader HOYER, for 
their support which paved the way for the 
House last year to pass by unanimous con-
sent H. Res. 1001, the resolution I introduced 
recognizing Juneteenth Independence Day. 

As I have said many times, Juneteenth is as 
significant to African Americans as July 4 is to 
all Americans because on that day, June 19, 
155 years ago, General Gordon Granger, the 
Commanding Officer of the District of Texas, 
rode into Galveston, Texas and announced 
the freedom of the last American slaves; belat-
edly freeing 250,000 slaves in Texas nearly 
two and a half years after Abraham Lincoln 
signed the Emancipation Proclamation. 

When General Granger read these words of 
General Order No. 3 set off joyous celebra-
tions of the freedmen and women of Texas: 

‘‘The people of Texas are informed that in 
accordance with a Proclamation from the 
Executive of the United States, all slaves are 
free. This involves an absolute equality of 
rights and rights of property between former 
masters and slaves, and the connection 
therefore existing between them becomes 
that between employer and hired laborer.’’ 

Juneteenth thus made real to the last per-
sons living under the system of chattel slav-
ery, of human bondage, the prophetic words 
of President Abraham Lincoln delivered No-
vember 19, 1863, at Gettysburg ‘that this na-
tion, under God, shall have a new birth of 
freedom—and that government of the people, 
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