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get by. I’m happy to be alive and I’m happy to 
be able to tell my story.’’ We should all live by 
this sentiment. 

Madam Speaker, I join her family and 
friends in wishing Treva Green happy 100th 
birthday! I am sure they are excited to see her 
reach this incredible milestone. 
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REMARKS ON TERRI FREEMAN 
LEAVING THE NATIONAL CIVIL 
RIGHTS MUSEUM 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 25, 2021 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to bid a reluctant farewell to Terri Lee Free-
man, who for the past six years has served as 
President of the National Civil Rights Museum 
in Memphis. Ms. Freeman has done an excep-
tional job leading the nation’s premiere Civil 
Rights museum, located in the Lorraine Motel 
where Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was assas-
sinated in 1968. During her tenure, Ms. Free-
man organized the 50th anniversary of that 
seminal event in American history—‘‘MLK50— 
Where Do We Go From Here?’’—featuring 
such national figures as our late Congres-
sional colleague, John Lewis; the Reverend 
Jesse Jackson, former Polish President and 
1983 Nobel Peace Prize laureate Lech 
Walesa; the Reverend William Barber of the 
Poor People’s Campaign, and many others 
who traveled from around the world to spend 
time in our showcase institution. In her six 
years, she saw the museum’s budget double 
to $9.7 million while overseeing a staff of 50 
and an increased physical footprint. She also 
helped affiliate the museum with the Smithso-
nian Institution and its traveling exhibits. Also 
while at the museum, she began ‘‘Unpacking 
Racism in Action,’’ a series of community dia-
logues aimed at confronting implicit and struc-
tural bias. Last year, she was named ‘‘Mem-
phian of the Year’’ by Memphis Magazine. Be-
fore moving to Memphis, she was president of 
what is now the Greater Washington Commu-
nity Foundation. In her 18 years with that or-
ganization, she increased the organization’s 
assets from $52 million in 1996 to more than 
$350 million in 2014. A proven leader, Ms. 
Freeman was a 2016 graduate of Leadership 
Memphis and served on the boards of the 
Community Foundation of Greater Memphis, 
the New Memphis Institute and the Memphis 
Convention and Visitors Bureau, as well as 
being a member of the Tennessee Edu-
cational Equity Coalition Steering Committee. 
Born in Chicago, Ms. Freeman is a graduate 
of Hamtramck High School (1977) and the 
University of Dayton (1981 through 1983) and 
received a Master’s degree in organizational 
communications from Howard University. Ms. 
Freeman is married to Dr. Bowyer G. Free-
man, senior pastor of the New Saint Mark 
Baptist Church in Baltimore, and the mother of 
three grown daughters. I wish Ms. Freeman 
every success in her new post as executive 
director of the Reginald Lewis Museum of Afri-
can American History and Culture in Balti-
more. I’m pleased to read that Ms. Freeman 
will always consider herself an ‘‘adopted child’’ 
of our city where her work and dedication will 
remain her lasting legacy. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DOUG LAMBORN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 25, 2021 

Mr. LAMBORN. Madam Speaker, I had in-
tended to vote ‘‘Yea’’ on Roll Call No. 18. 
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SUPPORTING H.R. 335, THE LEGAL 
EXCEPTION NECESSARY TO AP-
POINT LLOYD J. AUSTIN III AS 
PRESIDENT BIDEN’S SECRETARY 
OF DEFENSE 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 25, 2021 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, on January 
21, I voted in support of H.R. 335, legislation 
to provide a waiver for former General Lloyd 
J. Austin III to serve as President Biden’s Sec-
retary of Defense. The Senate confirmed Aus-
tin as Secretary of Defense on January 22. 

Civilian control of the military is a 
foundational tenet of our constitutional democ-
racy, and I fully support all efforts to maintain 
and reinforce this essential principle. 

Federal law requires that any Secretary of 
Defense nominee who has served in the mili-
tary must be retired from the military for at 
least seven years, unless Congress grants a 
waiver. Until Congress granted a waiver for 
President Trump’s nominee for Secretary of 
Defense, former General Jim Mattis, in 2017, 
a waiver of this kind had only occurred one 
other time: for former General George Mar-
shall in 1950. 

I believe this seven-year ‘‘cooling off’’ period 
for former military officials is an important 
mechanism to ensure continued civilian control 
of the U.S. military, and I believe Congress 
should not make a habit of granting these 
waivers. 

However, I am confident that Secretary Aus-
tin is committed to upholding civilian control of 
the military. As he indicated in his Senate con-
firmation testimony on January 19, Austin be-
lieves that ‘‘the safety and security of our de-
mocracy demands competent civilian control 
of our Armed Forces, the subordination of mili-
tary power to the civil. I know that being a 
member of the president’s Cabinet—a political 
appointee—requires a different perspective 
and unique duties from a career in uniform.’’ 

I am also encouraged by Secretary Austin’s 
statements of belief in military restraint, rather 
than interventionism, as well as aspects of his 
service under the Obama administration, in-
cluding overseeing the withdrawal of 150,000 
U.S. troops from Iraq, his opposition to a U.S. 
war and regime change in Syria, his dedica-
tion to diplomacy, and his support for avoiding 
civilian casualties. 

Austin is also the first Black Secretary of 
Defense in U.S. history. While there is still a 
significant lack of diversity in the top ranks of 
the military, Austin’s appointment is an impor-
tant step in the right direction. 

It is also notable that Austin will lead the 
Pentagon during a time when white suprem-
acy and ideological extremism are on the rise 
among military ranks. In his January 19 Sen-
ate confirmation hearing, Austin pledged to 

‘‘fight hard to stamp out sexual assault, to rid 
our ranks of racists and extremists, and to cre-
ate a climate where everyone fit and willing 
has the opportunity to serve this country with 
dignity.’’ 

Civilian control of the military is not only 
achieved via the Secretary of Defense. Unlike 
President Trump, who appointed former gen-
erals to serve in numerous civilian and na-
tional security roles in the White House, Presi-
dent Biden has demonstrated a clear commit-
ment to civilian control of the military by ap-
pointing non-military civilians in key national 
security posts. 

While I support Congress’s waiver for Sec-
retary Austin, I strongly encourage the Biden 
administration and future administrations to 
avoid appointing additional former military offi-
cials as Secretary of Defense if they have not 
completed their seven-year cooling off period. 
I also will not hesitate to criticize Secretary 
Austin and the Biden administration—as I 
have done with previous Republican and 
Democratic administrations—when I disagree 
with their policies and actions. It is essential 
we rein in our bloated and wasteful defense 
spending, tackle the massive waste, fraud, 
and abuse within the Pentagon, and that Con-
gress reassert its Constitutional war powers 
and put an end to our endless wars. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE BUILDING 
UNITED STATES INFRASTRUC-
TURE AND LEVERAGING DEVEL-
OPMENT (BUILD) ACT 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 25, 2021 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, today 
I introduced the Building United States Infra-
structure and Leveraging Development 
(BUILD) Act. This bipartisan legislation will 
spur billions of dollars in private investment to-
ward surface transportation and freight trans-
fer facilities, while giving state and local gov-
ernments an important instrument to improve 
their communities. 

It is no secret that America’s infrastructure 
is falling apart while we fall behind our global 
competitors. America’s roads, bridges, tunnels, 
and transit systems face a funding gap of 
more than $1.1 trillion by 2025. One in five 
miles of highway pavement is in poor condi-
tion and congestion costs the U.S. economy 
nearly $305 billion annually. Continued under-
investment will lead to longer trips to work or 
school, more costly maintenance expenses, 
and unsafe road conditions. We must do bet-
ter. 

As of December 1, 2020, the Department of 
Transportation doesn’t have any additional 
surface transportation private activity bonds 
available, as the entire $15 billion statutory 
cap has been issued or allocated. This legisla-
tion builds on the success of these bonds by 
doubling the federal volume cap and clarifying 
that the use of the bonds must maintain strong 
labor standards. While public-private partner-
ships are not a panacea for solving all of our 
transportation challenges, they are an impor-
tant piece of rebuilding and renewing America. 
I look forward to working with my colleagues 
in the House and Senate to enact this legisla-
tion as part of an infrastructure investment bill. 
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PASSING THROUGH THE FIERY 

TRIALS OF DEMOCRACY TO 
SAVE AND RENEW OUR REPUB-
LIC 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 25, 2021 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, as a 
senior member of the Committees on the Judi-
ciary and on Homeland Security, as the de-
scendant of patriotic and heroic veterans who 
risked their lives to defend our nation and our 
freedoms, as a parent with the fervent hope 
and determination to pass on this great de-
mocracy to the next generation, and as a cit-
izen of the greatest republic in world history, 
I rise to reflect on the state of our democracy 
as it is about to open a new chapter in the re-
markable story of America. 

In 1776, the Framers declared the self-evi-
dent and later the universal truth that all per-
sons are created equal and endowed by their 
Creator with the inalienable rights of life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness. As impor-
tant, the Framers declared that ‘‘to secure 
these rights, governments are instituted 
among men, deriving their just power from the 
consent of the governed.’’ This genius of self- 
government is the Framers’ gift to us and 
America’s gift to the world, and for nearly 250 
years the world has looked upon the United 
States with wonder, awe, and envy not just for 
its awesome powers and achievements, but 
for being the exemplar to which most freedom- 
loving nations aspire. 

But as President Lincoln reminded us at 
Gettysburg, the proposition that a people can 
govern themselves is not to be taken for 
granted; it is a proposition that will be tested 
time and again and it for us, the living, to high-
ly resolve to commit ourselves to the great 
task always before us, that government of the 
people, by the people, and for the people not 
perish from the earth. 

As Thomas Paine said in his time, the past 
four years were times that tried one’s soul. 
The nation was tested, severely so, by what 
can only be described as the modern-day 
Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse: a deadly 
pandemic, economic devastation unseen since 
the Great Depression, social justice unrest, 
and the very real threat of authoritarianism. 
While the threat posed by these challenges 
are still with us to varying extent, we can all 
rejoice that the nation withstood the challenge, 
e pluribus unum, by standing together as ‘‘We 
The People.’’ President Lincoln reminded us 
that in times of testing and challenge that ‘‘the 
fiery trial through which we pass will mark us 
down in honor or dishonor until the latest gen-
eration’’ but that so long as the people ‘‘retain 
their virtue and vigilance, no administration, by 
any extreme of wickedness or folly, can very 
seriously injure the government in the short 
space of four years.’’ 

And Lincoln was right, for on Election Day 
2020, Americans by a substantial majority, 
voted to withhold consent to govern from an 
incumbent administration and confer it upon 
another. That act of self-government and sov-
ereign expression was solemnized on January 
20, 2021, at noon when Joseph R. Biden and 
KAMALA D. HARRIS took the oath of office as 
the 46th President and 49th Vice-President of 
the United States. 

The Philadelphia Miracle of 1789 endures 
but only because we Americans resolve that it 
does and work to make it so. The President 
takes the oath of office pledging to preserve, 
protect, and defend the Constitution. As does 
every one of my congressional colleagues, I 
have sacredly pledged true faith and alle-
giance in defending the Constitution against all 
enemies, foreign and domestic and to well and 
faithfully execute the duties of the office I hold. 
I do this ever mindful that the purpose of our 
form of government is ‘‘to form a more perfect 
union, to establish justice, to insure domestic 
tranquility, to provide for the common defense, 
to promote the general welfare, and to secure 
the blessings of liberty for posterity.’’ 

But we all have a responsibility to preserve 
and strengthen this constitutional republic and 
pass it on to the next generation by engaging 
in robust, lawful, and peaceful civic activity to 
hold our government to account and to peace-
ably assemble when necessary to petition for 
a redress of grievances as shown by the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. at the March on 
Washington, following the example of Ma-
hatma Gandhi; by John Lewis and the Civil 
Rights foot soldiers at the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge in Selma, Alabama; by Elizabeth Cady 
Staton and Lucretia Mott at Seneca Falls; by 
Cesar Chavez leading the fight for human dig-
nity of farmworkers, and by Black Lives Matter 
demonstrators protesting inequalities in the 
criminal justice system. For the work of de-
mocracy is never complete, our union is al-
ways in the process of being made more per-
fect. 

Americans have suffered, endured, and sur-
vived much pain and heartbreak over the past 
four years. But Psalms 30:5 teaches that 
‘‘weeping lasteth for a night, but joy cometh in 
the morning.’’ So, let us all be of good cheer, 
for tomorrow, at the end of morning, a new 
day dawns in America with the inauguration of 
President Biden and Vice-President HARRIS 
and our collective journey towards the beloved 
community continues inexorably forward. 
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REMEMBERING KEITH E. 
FREELAND 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, January 25, 2021 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I would like to include in the Record 
the following obituary for Keith E. Freeland. 

With deep sorrow we pronounce the passing 
of Keith E. Freeland of Lewiston, NY on Fri-
day, January 1, 2021. He passed away peace-
fully at the age of 67. Born in Niagara Falls, 
NY, he was the son of the late Edward C. and 
Norma E. (Klipfel) Freeland. He was raised 
along with his three sisters in Ransomville, 
NY. Keith married Christine A. (Covatta) 
Freeland in Lewiston, NY on October 18, 1975 
and was a devoted and loving husband for 45 
years. 

Keith attended Lewiston-Porter High 
School and graduated from Buffalo State 
College with a degree in business education. 
He ultimately pursued his life-long career in 
manufacturing and sales, founding Package 
Design and Supply in 1995. Viewed as a kind, 
selfless and devoted leader, he demonstrated 
unwavering loyalty and compassion to all of 
his beloved employees and colleagues. 

Keith not only excelled in his career but he 
was devoted to several hobbies. Boating was 

his ultimate passion and anytime the sun 
was shining in the summer you could find 
him at the boat docks in Lewiston or cruis-
ing along the Lower Niagara River. He was 
fervent about the community of friends who 
shared his desire for being on the water; 
often traveling and seeking new adventures 
each summer. Keith was a dedicated board 
member of the Youngstown Yacht Club aid-
ing in annual fundraising events. He also en-
joyed vintage car restoration, proudly dis-
playing vehicles he worked so tirelessly on 
at various local shows. Keith found solace in 
meticulously maintaining his yard in 
Thornwood Forest and working diligently on 
various projects around the home he so cher-
ished. He was an avid Buffalo sports fan and 
longtime season ticket holder for his beloved 
Bills and Sabres, for whom he shared in the 
joys and sorrows with his two sons. 

Above all, Keith cared about family and he 
would stop at nothing to be there for them. 
He instilled in them the value of hard work, 
honesty, loyalty and simply to be thankful 
and appreciative. In addition to his wife of 45 
years, Keith is survived by his children, Dr. 
Erik Freeland, Jeffrey Freeland, and Julie 
Freeland; his siblings, Kathy (late Dr. F. 
Craig) Fisher of Chicago, IL and Jane (Greg) 
DiPietro of League City, TX. He was pre-
deceased by his sister, Linda (James) Giar-
dino of Scottsdale, AZ. He is also survived by 
numerous nieces, nephews, and countless 
friends. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF ROSEMARY 
HEARD, FORMER PRESIDENT OF 
CATCH NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSING 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 25, 2021 

Ms. KUSTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Rosemary Heard’s life, career and 
many years of service as President and Chief 
Executive Officer of CATCH Neighborhood 
Housing. 

As President, Rosemary was responsible for 
the administration and management of 
CATCH Neighborhood Housing, an organiza-
tion whose mission is to make sure every per-
son is confident in having a place to call 
home. Rosemary’s ingenuity led to the con-
struction of numerous new affordable housing 
units and revitalized existing housing in areas 
where affordable options are limited. 

Rosemary’s dedication to her community 
and bettering the lives of others did not stop 
at CATCH. She also served on the Municipal 
Housing Commission for the City of Concord, 
the Public Policy Committee for the National 
NeighborWorks Association, the City of Con-
cord’s Plan to End Homelessness, and Con-
cord Hospital’s Board of Trustees. Recognized 
for her professional excellence, Rosemary was 
the recipient of a Greater Concord Chamber of 
Commerce 2019 Business Leader of the Year 
award. 

On behalf of New Hampshire’s Second Con-
gressional District and all those who have 
been impacted by Rosemary’s important work, 
I’d like to thank Rosemary for her commitment 
to and passion for housing security that will 
continue to benefit Granite Staters for years to 
come. 
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