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community. She joined Harnett County in 1996
as Director of Information Technology and re-
tires after three years as County Manager. Ap-
pointed in 2018 by the Harnett County Board
of Commissioners, Mrs. Stewart is the first
woman to serve as County Manager.

Mrs. Stewart has led a career of distinction
and is a strong and effective leader. During
her tenure with Harnett County, she improved
customer service, expanded access to public
services, enhanced public communications,
and managed growth by embracing new op-
portunities while preserving the rich history of
our community. She is credited with revising
Harnett County’s fiscal policy, coordinating re-
sponse efforts to emergency events such as
Hurricane Florence and the coronavirus pan-
demic, and oversaw construction of the
Harnett County Resource Center and Library.

Renee and | would like to extend our most
heartfelt appreciation to Mrs. Stewart for her
years of exemplary service to Harnett County,
which is a better place today due to her work.
| know | speak for our entire community in
wishing her and her family continued success
and happiness as they move on to their next
great adventure.

Madam Speaker, please join me today in
honoring County Manager Paula Stewart for
25 years of service to Harnett County.

——————

HONORING BOUNTHIENG
EGKHOUNMOUNG AS IOWAN OF
THE WEEK

HON. CYNTHIA AXNE

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 4, 2021

Mrs. AXNE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Master Sergeant Bounthieng
Egkhounmoung, a recently retired veteran, as
lowan of the Week. Bounthieng, or BJ as he’s
known, retired last week from the 132nd Wing
of the lowa Air National Guard after over a
total of 38 years in service to the country and
the state of lowa.

From the Marine Corps, Air National Guard,
and the State of lowa, BJ served his country
through nearly four decades. He retires as a
Master Sergeant from the 132nd Wing of the
lowa Air National Guard. The 132nd Wing,
founded in 1941, has deployed in numerous
conflicts throughout the world and played a
critical role in our state’s flood recovery over
the last few decades. Their values of Integrity
First, Service Before Self, and Excellence in
All We Do was exemplified by BJ throughout
his service.

As Asian Pacific American Heritage Month
comes to an end, may we celebrate the diver-
sity in our country and reflect on the chal-
lenges many in the Asian American and Pa-
cific Islander communities still experience.
BJ’'s exemplary service to our country and
lived the military values of duty, honor, and
country. To quote General MacArthur who was
reflecting on his own 30 years of military serv-
ice said “Those three hallowed words (duty,
honor, country) reverently dictate what you
ought to be, what you can be, what you will
be. They are your rallying points: to build cour-
age when courage seems to fail; to regain
faith when there seems to be little cause for
faith; to create hope when hope becomes for-
lorn.” Master Sergeant BJ embodied these
values in his 38 years of service.
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Our country is safe and our communities
are secure thanks to the service of the over
20 million veterans and active service mem-
bers that protect our nation, including BJ’s
service. As | rise today in honor of BJ, | en-
courage everyone to reach out to veterans
and military families in your life, hear their sto-
ries, and give your thanks. | will continue to
work across the aisle in Congress, such as my
recently passed Sgt. Ketchum Rural Veterans’
Mental Health Act, to ensure our veterans get
the care they need and deserve.

It is my honor to recognize BJ for his nearly
four decades of outstanding service to our
country. | thank BJ for his service, and | hope
he has an enjoyable retirement.

——————

NORTHERN MARIANA  ISLANDS
AND AMERICAN SAMOA COLLEGE
ACCESS ACT

HON. GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO
SABLAN

OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 4, 2021

Mr. SABLAN. Madam Speaker, today, | in-
troduce the Northern Mariana Islands and
American Samoa College Access Act, which
would authorize tuition assistance grants to
cover the difference between in-state and out-
of-state tuition costs for Northern Marianas
and American Samoa community college
graduates seeking to attend a four-year public
university.

The importance of having an educated citi-
zenry is a bedrock principle of our nation and
has been since our founding. And in today’s
competitive job market, a postsecondary edu-
cation is increasingly becoming a critical ne-
cessity for obtaining a decent job with a de-
cent wage.

The Northern Mariana Islands has only
been part of America for forty years. We un-
derstand well that education is key to our con-
tinued growth, but the reality is that household
incomes in the Northern Marianas are less
than half the national median. The U.S. terri-
tory of American Samoa is in similar economic
straits. Poverty and unemployment rates there
are among the highest in the country.

| believe the best way to improve economic
conditions in these territories is to improve the
educational opportunities of our residents. Un-
fortunately, however, neither the Northern
Marianas nor American Samoa has a four-
year institution of higher education. In fact,
they are the only two congressional districts in
the country without a public four-year college
or university. Each has an accredited commu-
nity college, but academic offerings are sub-
stantially limited.

Students from these U.S. territories wanting
the advantages of a four-year university in an-
other state or territory face significant financial
difficulty. Nonresident students spend an aver-
age of $16,380 in out-of state tuition and fees
more per year than their resident peers at
public four-year colleges, according to College
Board. And many students in the Marianas
and American Samoa wanting to attend a
four-year university not only face the cost-of-
nonresident-tuition, but also the significant ex-
pense of travel. The Marianas are over 3,700
miles from the nearest state, Hawaii—a
$1,100 one-way trip by plane. American
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Samoa to Hawaii is over 2,500 miles, over
$800 one-way.

The bill follows the model of P.L. 10698,
the D.C. College Access Act, which allows
students residing in the District of Columbia to
apply for grants to help pay the cost of attend-
ing colleges outside D.C., but much smaller in
scope and cost. It creates a program through
which public four-year schools in the 50
states, D.C., and other U.S. territories may be
reimbursed for offering in-state tuition to un-
dergraduate students from the Northern Mar-
iana Islands and American Samoa.

The gentlewoman from American Samoa,
Mrs. RADEWAGEN, is an original cosponsor of
the bill. | urge my colleagues to support this
bipartisan legislation and help give students
from the Northern Marianas and American
Samoa the means needed to make their edu-
cational dreams a reality.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF LIEUTENANT
COLONEL DENNIS K. WILLIAMS II

HON. JOHN JOYCE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 4, 2021

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to thank Lieutenant Colonel
Dennis K. Williams |l for this extraordinary
command of the Letterkenny Munitions Center
at Letterkenny Army Depot from June 6, 2019
to June 10, 2021.

LTC Dennis K. Williams Il is a native of
Grants Pass, Oregon. He enlisted in the Army
in 1991, and received his commission as a
Second Lieutenant in 2001. He graduated
from the University of Maryland with a Bach-
elor of Arts in history and earned a graduate
degree in management. Prior to serving as
commander of Letterkenny Munitions Center,
LTC Dennis K. Williams |l was the Director of
the Virtual Experimentation Team in the U.S.
Army Futures Command Sustainment Battle
Lab in Fort Lee Virginia.

His previous assignments includes serving
as the Brigade Combat Team S4 Trainer, Bri-
gade Support Battalion Executive Officer and
later Support Operations Officer Trainer at the
National Training Center, Fort Irwin, California;
Battalion Executive Officer, 10th Sustainment
Brigade, Fort Drum, New York; Deputy Divi-
sion 04, 10th Mountain Division, Fort Drum,
New York; Deputy CJ-4, CJTF-10, Bagram,
Afghanistan; Division Maintenance Officer, 2nd
Infantry Division, Korea; Brigade S3, 171st In-
fantry Brigade, Fort Jackson, South Carolina;
Battalion Executive Officer, 187th Ordnance
Battalion, Fort Jackson, South Carolina; Com-
pany Commander, B. Co, 187th Ordnance
Battalion, Fort Jackson, South Carolina; Bomb
Disposal Advisor Military Transition Team, 2nd
Iragi Army, Mosul, Iraq; Depot and Ammuni-
tion Supply Point Officer-in-Charge, 83rd Ord-
nance Battalion, Okinawa, Japan. He was de-
ployed to Somalia and Haiti in 1994. In 2008,
LTC Dennis K. Wiliams Il was deployed to
Mosul, Irag; and to Bagram, Afghanistan, in
2014.

LTC Dennis K. Wiliams Il received a
Bronze Star (1 Oak Leaf Cluster), Meritorious
Service Medal (4 Oak Leaf Clusters) Army
Commendation Medal (Valor Device), Army
Commendation Medal (4 Oak Leaf Clusters),
National Defense Service Medal, Afghanistan
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Campaign Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal, Glob-
al War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal,
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Army
Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon,
North Atlantic Treaty Organization Medal, and
Combat Action Badge.

| am grateful for LTC Dennis K. Williams II's
service to protect our Nation and defend de-
mocracy. On behalf of Pennsylvania 13th Con-
gressional District, | thank LTC Williams for his
leadership at Letterkenny Munitions Center
and | wish him every continued success in the
chapters to come.

HONORING THE 2021
STATES SERVICE
BOUND STUDENTS

HON. VAN TAYLOR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 4, 2021

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, it is my
great honor to come before my colleagues
today to recognize those young men and
women from Texas’ Third Congressional Dis-
trict who have accepted an appointment to
one of our prestigious United States Service
Academies. | am honored to have this oppor-
tunity to congratulate these young patriots and
wish them success as they strive to fulfill their
maximum potential in defending our nation.

The United States Services Academies
have a long-standing tradition of offering its
students the highest caliber education and offi-
cer military training in the world. Each of the
individuals recognized today began their jour-
ney of service by applying through their Mem-
ber of Congress or qualified source via a high-
ly competitive process. However, only a select
few are found to meet the necessary stand-
ards set forth by the Academies.

These outstanding students have proven
they are the gold standard by demonstrating
their excellence in academics, athletics, and
commitment to their community both inside
and outside of the classroom. | am confident
these young men and women will achieve
great success while further developing the
qualities of leadership, honor, and self-sac-
rifice as they prepare to lead our Nation’s
Armed Forces.

As one who has worn the uniform, | thank
these young patriots for their courage, convic-
tion, and commitment to our Nation, and it is
my privilege to congratulate these leaders as
they embark on this new mission of service.

CLASS OF 2025 APPOINTMENTS
U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY

Tylan Hines, Plano Senior High School*

Arjun Kersten, Plano West Senior High
School

Rushaan Mahajan, Plano East Senior High
School

Christopher Park, Spring Creek Academy

Dylan Rogers, McKinney North High
School

Chase Spencer, Plano West Senior High
School

Autumn Thill, John Paul IT High School

U.S. NAVAL ACADEMY

Owen Archer, Liberty High School

Matteo Bianchi, McKinney Boyd High
School*

Charles Flanigen III, Allen High School*

Jonah Johnson, Lebanon Trail High
School*

UNITED
ACADEMY-
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Inaki Romero-Garza, John Paul II High
School

Zeta Williamson, Allen High School*
U.S. MILITARY ACADEMY

Katherine Beeler, Plano West Senior High
School

Quynh-Tien Kerri Do, Plano East Senior
High School

Madeline Graham, Melissa High School*

Timothy Johnson, U.S. Military Academy
Preparatory School

Aiden Kim, Independence High School

Cade Patton, Allen High School

Haden Ray, Plano Senior High School

Orion Rolater, Plano East Senior High
School

U.S. MERCHANT MARINE ACADEMY

William Boese, New Mexico Military Insti-
tute

Sheridan Harvey, Lone Star High School

Eric Jiang, Plano West Senior High School

Margaret Ripperger, McKinney Boyd High
School

*Denotes acceptance to one of the academy
preparatory schools

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE TOTAL
RECALL ACT OF 2021

HON. GRACE MENG

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 4, 2021

Ms. MENG. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
announce the introduction of the Total Recall
Act of 2021, which would require businesses
to strengthen and streamline notifications for
product recalls to consumers.

Every year, the Consumer Product Safety
Commission (CPSC) recalls at least 400 prod-
ucts, but due to poor notification practices by
manufacturers and producers, the average re-
sponse rate of consumers for most recalls is
only between 4 and 18 percent. Consumers
are purchasing or failing to stop using prod-
ucts because they are unaware of recall notifi-
cations.

As a mom myself, | know that parents can-
not be expected to check the CPSC website
every time they purchase a product for their
families. If a company sells a dangerous item,
that company should be expected to market
the recall as aggressively as they marketed
the sale of the product.

That is why | am introducing the Total Re-
call Act, legislation which will implement much
needed reforms to increase the effectiveness
of products recalled by the CPSC. This bill will
increase requirements for companies to post
recall notices on their websites and social
media, and require or encourage companies
to use parts of the original marketing budgets
of the product in question on notifying con-
sumers of the recall.

The numbers don't lie; if consumers are not
participating in recalls, then companies need
to work harder to let their consumers know
about any dangers that they face from contin-
ued use of these products. Companies know
how to market products, it is time for them to
apply those same skills to marketing recalls.
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2021 PA18 CONGRESSIONAL ART
COMPETITION

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 4, 2021

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to recognize the
artistic ability of a young high school student
from my Congressional District, Makenzie Sing
from the Pittsburgh Creative and Performing
Arts School.

Ms. Sing is the winner of the 2021 18th
Congressional District of Pennsylvania’s High
School Art Competition, “An Artistic Discovery.
“Ms. Sing’s artwork, a mixed media collage
with pen and ink entitled “Portrait of Truths,”
was selected from a number of outstanding
entries to this year's competition. In fact, 20
works from 4 different schools in Pennsylva-
nia’s 18th Congressional District were sub-
mitted to our panel of respected local artists.
It's a real tribute to Ms. Sing’s skill and vision
that their work was chosen as the winner of
this year's competition.

Ms. Sing’s artwork will represent the 18th
Congressional District of Pennsylvania in the
national exhibit of high school students’ art-
work that will be displayed in the United
States Capitol over the coming year. | encour-
age my colleagues, as well as any visitor to
Capitol Hill, to view Ms. Sing’s artwork, along
with the winning entries from the high school
art contests held in other Congressional Dis-
tricts, which will be on display in the Capitol
tunnel. It is amazing to walk through this cor-
ridor and see the interpretation of life through
the eyes of these young artists from all across
our country.

Lillian Spencer from the Pittsburgh Creative
and Performing Arts School was awarded sec-
ond place for their color pencil composition
“Seeing Eye to Eye.” Nathan Weaver from
CAPA received third place for their acrylic
painting entitled “Miners.” Bina Guo from the
Pittsburgh Creative and Performing Arts
School was awarded fourth place for their wa-
tercolor and pencil composition entitled “Or-
ganic Ruin,” and Margaret Tracht from CAPA
received the fifth-place award for their pen on
paper composition “Overgrown.”

For the first time this year, we posted all of
the entries online and allowed people to vote
for their favorite one. Over the course of sev-
eral weeks, more than 400 people voted for
their favorite entry. “Unclear,” a watercolor by
Zoe McCoy from South Fayette High School,
was the overwhelming favorite with just under
20 percent of the votes cast, and so Zoe was
the winner of our first “People’s Choice”
award.

In addition, Honorable Mention Awards were
presented to works by Yutaka Tomokio from
the Pittsburgh Creative and Performing Arts
School, Zoe McCoy from South Fayette High
School, and Annika Vaughan from the Pitts-
burgh Creative and Performing Arts School.

| would like to recognize all of the partici-
pants in this year's 18th Congressional District
High School Art Competition, “An Artistic Dis-
covery:” from Allderdice High School, Sean
Folan; from East Allegheny High School,
Marley Green, Samantha Hallick, Casey Kopa,
and Mandy Ruffing; from the Pittsburgh Cre-
ative and Performing Arts School, Brynn
Campbell, Anya Frazier, Ruby Frazier, Bina
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