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Policy and Compliance (ODAPC). He served 
as the Department’s representative on the 
White House COVID–19 Supply Chain Task 
Force and the White House Food Supply 
Chain Policy Coordinating Committee, where 
he helped shape the Federal response to the 
pandemic. He also led the Department’s ef-
forts to create the National Freight Strategic 
Plan to guide strategic Federal initiatives for 
multimodal investments to reduce congestion 
and improve intermodal connectivity. 

In 2020, Secretary Chao asked Wiley to 
lead FMCSA. As Acting Administrator of a 
Federal agency with a $680 million budget 
and nearly 1200 employees, Wiley led the im-
plementation efforts on two significant regu-
latory reform efforts: Hours of Service and the 
Definition of Agricultural Commodities, two 
issues which are of vital importance to my 
Congressional District. More importantly, how-
ever, he diligently worked with Congress to 
secure $30 million in Federal funding for a 
new Large Truck Crash Causal Factors Study. 
The last comprehensive large truck crash cau-
sation study provided the DOT, and safety re-
search community, valuable insight into the 
factors which contribute to crashes involving at 
least one commercial motor vehicle, but the 
data was collected nearly 20 years ago. A 
new updated study—one that accounts for the 
changes in technology, vehicle safety, driver 
behavior and roadway design over the last two 
decades—is sorely needed and will serve as 
Wiley’s lasting legacy in the Department. 

Prior to transitioning to DOT, Wiley served 
for 22 years on the staff of my friend and the 
former Chairman of the House Transportation 
& Infrastructure Committee, Congressman 
John L. Mica of Florida, the last six as his 
Chief of Staff. He is also a proud graduate of 
the University of Central Florida, although I 
would remind the Speaker that the last time 
UCF played my alma mater, Virginia Tech, in 
football was August 31, 2003, and Virginia 
Tech won 49–28. 

Wiley, his wife, Elizabeth, and their two chil-
dren, Emilia and Enslie, live in Stafford, VA. 

Madam Speaker, I am thankful for Wiley’s 
leadership, dedication to public service 
throughout his 26-year career in the Federal 
government and his work on issues of vital im-
portance to the economic vibrance of our 
great nation. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE 
BIKESHARE TRANSIT ACT OF 2021 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 21, 2021 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, today 
I introduced the Bikeshare Transit Act of 2021. 
This legislation passed the House last session 
in Sections 1210 and 2102 of the Moving For-
ward Act (H.R. 2, 116th Cong.) and would 
make bikeshare systems eligible to receive 
funding to enhance related public transpor-
tation service or transit facilities. 

America is in the middle of a bikeshare rev-
olution: at least 119 communities have 
bikeshare systems, supporting a network of 
more than 100,000 bikes. In 2019, riders took 
50 million trips on bikeshare systems, and the 
number of trips and systems has grown every 
year since 2010. The COVID–19 pandemic 

has further increased demand for bicycles and 
bikeshare systems as people seek transpor-
tation options. Systems are operating in com-
munities of all sizes from Los Angeles and 
Portland to Topeka and Conway, Arkansas. 

While some existing bikeshare programs re-
ceived federal dollars to develop their sys-
tems, the lack of an established source of fed-
eral financial support has proved an impedi-
ment to many other projects. Since the term 
‘‘bikeshare’’ is not included in federal law or 
described as a form of transit, bikeshare sys-
tems and departments of transportation are 
forced to operate in a gray area, creating chal-
lenges for funding and maintaining bikeshare 
systems. 

This legislation makes bikeshare systems 
eligible to receive funding to enhance related 
public transportation service or transit facilities. 
Federal funding can be used for acquiring or 
replacing bikeshare-related equipment and 
constructing bikeshare facilities. Bikeshare 
systems will also be listed as eligible projects 
under the Congestion Mitigation and Air Qual-
ity (CMAQ) Improvement Program. The 
Bikeshare Transit Act will remove significant 
barriers facing new and existing bikeshare 
projects applying for federal funding while un-
derscoring that bikeshare programs drive eco-
nomic development and are an important part 
of bringing choice and adding value to Amer-
ica’s transportation system. 

I look forward to working with my colleagues 
in the House and Senate to include this legis-
lation in a long-term surface transportation re-
authorization package. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 21, 2021 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, on 
July 20, 2020 I missed recorded vote No. 142 
due to travel delays. Had I been present I 
would have voted YEA (Passage of H.R. 
6395). 

f 

HONORING THE LATE LOUIS 
AYALA 

HON. MARC A. VEASEY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 21, 2021 

Mr. VEASEY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate Louis Ayala, a beloved mem-
ber of our north Fort Worth community, who 
died of COVID–19 and pneumonia last week. 
Mr. Ayala was known for his dedication to the 
barber shop industry and was honored by the 
Texas Department of Licensing and Regula-
tion last year as the oldest active barber in 
Texas. 

At the age of 14, while still in middle school, 
Louis learned how to cut hair. Years later, he 
opened Ayala’s Barber Shop on North Main 
Street in the same neighborhood where he 
grew up and where our community went for 
decades to get a good haircut. Since 1945, 
Louis Ayala has kept our community happy 
and looking sharp. Louis Ayala’s hard work 
and spirit is an outstanding example of Amer-

ican ingenuity and perseverance. His commit-
ment to his small business and community 
must be commended and remembered. 

f 

THANK YOU SECRETARY ROBERT 
WILKIE 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 21, 2021 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I appreciate Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) Secretary Robert Wilkie for his 
service to our country. Last Thursday, the VA 
shared a review by Secretary Wilkie, dis-
cussing recent accomplishments. Wilkie writes 
that, 

‘‘. . . over the last few years, VA was re-
born. Today our approval rating stands at 
about 90 percent for health care, and among 
our fastest growing population—women—we 
have an 86 percent approval rating. 

‘‘Recent studies show VA measures up to 
the private sector on access and quality. Vet-
erans liked what they saw and started voting 
with their feet. VA completed a record number 
of appointments in fiscal year 2019—59 mil-
lion—the same year the MlSSION Act took ef-
fect. The more Veterans we served, the more 
Veterans trusted us. Trust in VA care hit a 
record high in April 2020. 

‘‘VA achieved what all the experts in Wash-
ington said was impossible by rolling out a 
modernized health record that will make it 
easier than ever for health professionals to ac-
cess Veterans’ medical history.’’ 

f 

CELEBRATING THE INDEPEND-
ENCE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE’S 
CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 21, 2021 

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Independence 
Chamber of Commerce on one hundred years 
of support and advocacy for local businesses 
across Independence, Missouri. For an entire 
century, the Independence Chamber of Com-
merce has nurtured the entrepreneurial spirit 
that serves as the economic backbone of my 
district. 

President Harry Truman, born and raised in 
Independence, emphatically believed that 
‘‘America was built on courage, on imagina-
tion, and an unbeatable determination to do 
the job at hand.’’ For one hundred years, the 
Independence Chamber of Commerce has 
given local business leaders the tools to be 
courageous and imaginative, along with the 
determination necessary to succeed. The 
Chamber represents over five hundred busi-
nesses in Independence, each doing their part 
to make a difference in the lives of their 
friends and neighbors. Every year, the Cham-
ber’s incredible staff and Board of Directors 
organize nearly two hundred events, from 
roundtable discussions with burgeoning busi-
ness leaders, to seminars with professionals 
on how to grow new enterprises. These busi-
ness-centered events bolster the economic 
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mainstays of a proud and historic community. 
However, the Chamber’s extensive catalog of 
events engages with all sorts of communities. 
Its organization and sponsorship of events like 
the annual Halloween parade, a weekly 
Foodie Friday that promotes local restaurants, 
and the SantaCaliGon Days Festival bring joy 
and warm memories to those fortunate 
enough to call Independence home. And as 
the current public health crisis continues to 
pose unprecedented challenges and difficult 
decisions to small businesses, the Independ-
ence Chamber of Commerce has risen to 
meet the moment. It has reimagined how to 
help local businesses and continues to serve 
as a vital resource for those navigating the 
narrow waters between a struggling economy 
and a lethal virus. Additionally, the Chamber’s 
concerted effort to spread awareness about 
various COVID–19 relief funds has been the 
difference, for many family-owned businesses, 
between surviving a difficult year and being 
forced to close. In short, the Chamber’s work 
has ensured that President Truman’s home-
town continues to grow and prosper. 

However, the Chamber’s work extends far 
beyond Independence city limits. Its annual 
lobbying day in Jefferson City and Wash-
ington, D.C. helps promote the policies nec-
essary for robust business growth and eco-
nomic development not only in the great state 
of Missouri, but across the entire country. And 
as this year has placed a renewed and long- 
overdue emphasis on community-owned 
broadband service, affordable quality housing, 
and neighborhood inclusivity, the Chamber 
has been an effective advocate for many of 
the issues that inspired me to run for City 
Council, for Mayor, and then for Congress. 
Through their advocacy, the Chamber has ini-
tiated and supported several infrastructure de-
velopment and neighborhood revitalization 
projects that have benefitted a broad coalition 
of communities. It recognizes that policies that 
are good for hardworking individuals in all 
kinds of communities are also good for busi-
nesses, and I look forward to our continued 
partnership as we support Missouri families. 
But as I mentioned, it is not just the Cham-
ber’s policies, but also its presence, that have 
tangible positive effects on the district I rep-
resent. 

With every educational seminar, a small 
business owner gains an opportunity to inno-
vate and incorporate new ways to grow their 
business. With every networking event, the 
Chamber connects leaders who can collabo-
rate and form symbiotic partnerships that ben-
efit all of us. With every ribbon cutting and 
grand opening ceremony, the Chamber offers 
a business the vital publicity and web of sup-
port needed to grow and succeed. Running a 
business is hard. But for one hundred years, 
the Independence Chamber has made it easi-
er for the aspirational among us to capitalize 
on the same entrepreneurial spirit that made 
the American economy the envy of the world. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you join me in 
congratulating the current and former staff 
members who have organized the daily activi-
ties of the Independence Chamber of Com-
merce, as well as all the past and present 
members of the Chamber’s Board of Directors, 
who have served as dutiful stewards of this 
thriving organization. The Independence 
Chamber of Commerce has brought together 
entrepreneurs and served as a stalwart of 
growth and resiliency for the past one hundred 

years. I have no doubt that they will continue 
this important work over the next century and 
beyond. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF KAREN 
MCCARTHY’S 37 YEARS OF SERV-
ICE 

HON. PETER MEIJER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 21, 2021 

Mr. MEIJER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the career and service of long- 
time Michigan resident, Mrs. Karen McCarthy. 

After 37 years, Mrs. McCarthy begins a 
well-deserved retirement after decades of pub-
lic service to our local communities, and she 
will certainly be missed by the countless West 
Michiganders that she has helped and worked 
alongside over these many years. Mrs. 
McCarthy worked in community affairs for 
Consumers Energy and she most recently 
served as Community Affairs Manager in Kent 
County, based in Grand Rapids. In that role, 
she was responsible for local government and 
community relations, charitable giving, and 
economic development throughout Kent Coun-
ty. 

It is difficult to overstate Mrs. McCarthy’s 
connection to our community. Along with her 
work at Consumers Energy, she has served 
on numerous local committees and spent her 
personal time volunteering with organizations 
dedicated to combatting poverty and empow-
ering women and girls. Her compassionate 
spirit, service to the public, and strong work 
ethic have made her an essential piece of 
West Michigan society. 

Mrs. McCarthy’s passion for serving others 
and dedication to her community have left a 
lasting impact, and we hope that her example 
will inspire younger generations to feel a simi-
lar call to public service. We wish her a joyful 
and peaceful retirement with her family and 
friends, and we remain grateful for her con-
tributions that have improved the lives of so 
many of her fellow West Michiganders. 

Madam Speaker, I urge all members of this 
body to join me in commending Mrs. McCarthy 
for her service and her long career helping the 
people of the great state of Michigan. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ALEXIS 
PAULSEN 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 21, 2021 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life of Alexis 
Grace (Hauck) Paulsen, the daughter of Toby 
Hauck, President of the Air Traffic Controllers 
Local ZAU and an Illinois resident. 

Alexis Grace (Hauck) Paulsen was born 
September 14, 1992, at Scott AFB, Illinois and 
died Monday, January 18, 2021, in Clare, Illi-
nois, at the age of 28. 

Alexis graduated from Hiawatha High 
School in 2011 in Kirkland, IL. Throughout 
high school Alexis participated in volleyball, 
basketball, softball and FFA. She was a mem-
ber of the County Progressors 4–H Club and 

showed livestock at the Boone County Fair. 
After graduation, she took classes at 
Kishwaukee College. Alexis was a member of 
Hillcrest Covenant Church in DeKalb. 

Alexis enjoyed spending time with her family 
and friends. She loved meeting new people. 
She married Matthew on May 23, 2015. They 
spent their married life in Clare where she 
thrived in maintaining a loving home for her 
husband and sons. Her favorite thing in life 
was being a stay at home mom to her two 
boys. 

Alexis is survived by her husband, Matthew; 
sons, Fredrick and Franklin; parents, Lori 
Jackson and Derrick Lander, Toby and Darla 
Hauck; parents-in-law, Jeff and Lauri Paulsen; 
brother, Dylan (Jasmine) Hauck; brothers-in- 
law, Tim (Cassie) Paulsen and Chris (Katie) 
Paulsen; nieces, Makayla Hauck, Olivia, Nola, 
and Brielle Paulsen; grandparents, Ann Carrel, 
Roger and Marilyn Jackson, Fred and Barb 
Hauck, Leanna Kacmarek, Betty Paulsen, 
Carol and Terry Dyer, and David and Eena 
Lundberg; and 16 aunts and uncles. Alexis is 
preceded in death by her grandfathers, Mort 
Carrel and Adolph Paulsen. 

My deepest condolences to the Paulsen and 
Hauck families. This is indeed a tragic time, 
but also a time of reflection and hope. I am 
often reminded, ‘‘the pain you feel today is the 
strength you feel tomorrow. For every chal-
lenge encountered, there is opportunity for 
growth and healing.’’ May the Lord give you 
that strength during this time. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF RONALD 
FRANCIS DWYER 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 21, 2021 

Mr. LAHOOD. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to honor and remember the life of Ronald 
Francis Dwyer, who passed away on Decem-
ber 24, 2020, at the age of 77 after an eight- 
year battle with cancer. 

Born in Edwards, Illinois in 1943, Ron dis-
played natural gravitation towards community 
and teaching. Ron worked in education for 46 
years as a teacher/counselor, coach, and prin-
cipal for Spalding High School, Limestone 
High School, East Peoria High School, Notre 
Dame High School, Armstrong Oakview Grade 
School in East Peoria, Paul Bolin Grade 
School in East Peoria and Central Junior High 
School in East Peoria. After he retired from 23 
years in public schools and 23 years in private 
schools, Ron began serving for three years as 
a bailiff for the Peoria County Court House. 
Ron spent 21 years as a sports official in bas-
ketball, baseball, and football. Ron is a mem-
ber of the Peoria Sports Officials Hall of 
Fame. 

Ron was a man of deep faith and a member 
of St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Kickapoo, Illi-
nois, where he belonged to Bishop Rosati 
Council of the Knights of Columbus. Ron’s de-
vout service awarded him the PRO Ecclesia 
ET Pontific Medallion from the Diocese of Pe-
oria in 2000, the Peoria Notre Dame Founda-
tion award in 2004, and the Alumni of the 
Year Award in 2017. The religious values and 
foundation of faith instilled through Ron’s 
teachings will continue to strengthen our com-
munity for years to come. 
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