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of which her mother was one of the founding
members—she has served under founding
pastor Elder Wise until his home going. Until
now, Mother Sweeney was the only living
founding member. Remaining steadfast under
the leadership of Pastor Leighton McMillan,
she held various leadership positions, includ-
ing Sunday school teacher, chair of the Pas-
tors Aide Committee, a member of the nurses
unit, vice president of the Deaconesses, and
was appointed as Mother of Grace.

Civically, Mother Sweeney was an active
member of the State Democratic Committee,
president of the Democratic Club of York, vice
president of Lincoln Charter School Board,
Past Matron of the Queen Esther Temple
IBPOE, positions in Eastern Stars PJA,
Daughters of Isis—and numerous other com-
munity organizations. Whenever possible,
Mother Sweeney loved traveling to Florida to
be with her “Sunshine State” family—the Bur-
ton/Nealy family, Pastor & First Lady Speed,
Elder & Mother Combs, Pastor & First Lady
Mays, Bishop Theadore and First Lady Hall,
BAM International Fellowship. During the
COVID-19 pandemic, Mother Sweeney en-
joyed being a part of Hurst Chapel AME Park-
ing Lot Posse, enjoying Sunday morning serv-
ice in the church parking lot.

Mother Sweeney was a matriarch, a pillar of
truth, and a true shining light. With words of
wisdom, her strong Christian values, and her
loving heart, she guided and nurtured her fam-
ily and her community. She took pride in
knowing that her beloved family remains
strong and ever-growing, just as she and Ar-
thur had envisioned. Mother Sweeney was
and will always be all that a virtuous woman
should be, and truly sets the standard for all
to follow.

With great honor and thanks, I'm humbled
to acknowledge the life and legacy of Mrs.
Dorothy M. “Mother Sweeney” of York, Penn-
sylvania. | wish her Godspeed.

RECOGNIZING NORTH END-STER-
LING HEIGHTS VFW POST 6250 ON
100 YEARS OF DEDICATED SUP-
PORT TO THE VETERANS OF
MACOMB COUNTY MICHIGAN

HON. LISA C. McCLAIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 11, 2021

Mrs. MCCLAIN. Madam Speaker, | rise to
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the North
End-Sterling Heights VFW Post 6250.

VFWs across the country provide sanc-
tuaries of support for our nation’s veterans.
Post 6250 is no different. In their times of
need, Post 6250 has been there for the vet-
erans of Macomb County by assisting with the
VA, providing wheelchairs and helping vet-
erans restart their lives. This is only a drop in
the bucket for what this post has done, and
their assistance even extends to the widows of
our fallen heroes.

The men and women who serve are our na-
tion’s most selfless citizens, and they should
have all the support they need when they
come home. Luckily for the veterans of
Macomb County, VFW Post 6250 has been
their strong ally for a century. It is an honor to
congratulate them on reaching this historic
milestone, and | wish them many more years
of dedicated service to our veterans.
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IN MEMORY OF ADAM KOLTON
HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 11, 2021

Mr. HUFFMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life of Adam Kolton, who
passed away on April 26, 2021. A graduate of
the University of Wisconsin, he lived in Be-
thesda, Maryland with his family and their dog,
Riley. He is survived by two sons, 17-year-old
Jacob and 14-year-old Sam, as well as his
wife, Laura; his parents, Chet and Carol; his
sister Lisa; mother-in-law Priscilla; and broth-
er-in-law Sandy.

A tireless environmental advocate, Adam
spent much of his career fighting oil and gas
development in the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge. At the beginning of his career, he
oversaw a vital period as the Arctic Refuge
Campaign Director at Alaska Wilderness
League from 1997 to 2002, spearheading the
fight to block Congress and the Bush adminis-
tration from opening the refuge’s coastal plain
to drilling. Following that, he spent 15 years at
the National Wildlife Federation, eventually
overseeing its 40-person Washington, D.C. of-
fice as Vice President of National Advocacy
and leading staff in countless conservation
wins, including another high-profile Arctic Ref-
uge battle in 2005. In 2017, he returned to
Alaska Wilderness League as its Executive Di-
rector and led the organization’s work to pro-
tect Alaska’s public lands and waters through
the politically challenging years of the Trump
administration. His passion for bringing people
together to protect the Arctic Refuge was high-
lighted by his dedication to elevating the
voices of impacted Indigenous communities
like the Gwich’in.

As a northern New Jersey native, Adam
was an unapologetic fan of the New York
Mets and the forever hapless New York Jets.
Early in his life, he and a friend formed Sports
Fans United—"“the largest nonprofit fan advo-
cacy group in the country”—and Adam even
testified before Congress in a hearing on re-
voking baseball’s longstanding exemption from
antitrust laws.

It is my honor to recognize Adam Kolton, an
individual wholly dedicated to the protection of
our nation’s wildest places like the Arctic Ref-
uge. | ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring the life of this remarkable advocate for
conservation.

————

IN HONOR OF ALIGN CREDIT
UNION OPENING THEIR FIRST
NEW HAMPSHIRE LOCATION

HON. CHRIS PAPPAS

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 11, 2021

Mr. PAPPAS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Align Credit Union on opening
their new location in Seabrook, their first in
New Hampshire.

Every day brings unique challenges to our
entrepreneurs here in the Granite State—even
more so during these unprecedented times—
but as someone who has owned and operated
a family restaurant, | know that it’s institutions
like Align Credit Union that help drive our
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economy and form the fabric of our commu-
nities. Since its founding in 1922, Align has
built strong bonds within New England com-
munities, and maintained its focus on mem-
bers, regardless of circumstance.

Community financial institutions like Align
have long served an essential purpose in ex-
panding financial literacy and strengthening
local economies. Now, their work is more im-
portant than ever, as Americans turn to credit
unions to disburse essential relief funds and
rely on their support of Main Street busi-
nesses. Align’s cooperative model and “peo-
ple helping people” approach has been essen-
tial to its members during this crisis. We wel-
come Align to the Seacoast of New Hamp-
shire.

Once again, | want to congratulate Align
Credit Union on this great achievement, and
them for all those who have been involved in
making this possible.

———

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE
OF MINING IN ARIZONA

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 11, 2021

Mr. GOSAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize those that fight for true economic
independence in this country, the mining in-
dustry. Recently, the Arizona State Senate
passed a resolution recognizing and honoring
the importance of mining in Arizona and the
nation at large which was joined by the Ari-
zona House of Representatives in a Concur-
rent Resolution, No. 2009.

As a member of the House Natural Re-
sources Committee, a variety of energy sub-
committees, and as former Chairman of the
Western Caucus, | have worked with the min-
ing industry and | understand the difficult job
the industry has in navigating a political cli-
mate that takes for granted its indispensable
and vital products. Indeed, many misguided,
naive, or simply ignorant people seek to ban
mining, restrict it, or eradicate it from our
lands. This is foolish and only increases the
costs of every product made with mined re-
sources (which is almost everything) and
makes us reliant on China and Russia.

| am proffering the Arizona Concurrent Res-
olution for the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD for all
to see that at this time in history, the leaders
of Arizona understand the importance of min-
ing and will not allow federal bureaucrats and
radical environmental socialists to shut down
our key industry.

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 2009
Filed: Secretary of State
State of Arizona,

House of Representatives,
Fifty-fifth Legislature,

First Regular Session,

2021.

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION—RECOGNIZING
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE HARDROCK MINING
INDUSTRY TO ARIZONA’S ECONOMIC WELL-
BEING.

Whereas, hardrock mining has played a
central role in the development of Arizona’s
economy since before statehood: and

Whereas, copper produced from hardrock
mining is one of the ‘“Five C’s’ that estab-
lished Arizona’s economy and continues to
provide quality jobs for Arizona residents;
and
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Whereas, copper and other minerals pro-
duced through the hardrock mining process
are critical to developing and manufacturing
low-carbon energy sources, including, PV
cells, wind turbines, electric vehicles, med-
ical equipment and battery storage; and

Whereas, each MW wind turbine requires
approximately 4.7 tons of copper to produce
reliable low-carbon energy; and

Whereas, PV cell production accounts for
seven percent of global silver demand; and

Whereas, the World Bank estimates that in
the next twenty-five years the world will
need 550 million tons of copper, which is
equal to all the copper produced in the pre-
vious five thousand years, to meet low-car-
bon energy demands; and

Whereas, according to the United States
Geological Survey, Arizona was second in
the nation in the value of 2018 nonfuel min-
eral production, which includes sand and
gravel, cement and crushed stone as well as
copper and other minerals such as molyb-
denum, lead, zinc, gold, silver, coal and ura-
nium; and

Whereas, Arizona has been the nation’s top
producer of copper for more than a century,
delivering two-thirds of United States copper
exports and sixty-eight percent of the na-
tion’s copper; and

Whereas, mining activity and employment
opportunities are distributed widely
throughout the state and provide economic
benefits for every Arizona county; and

Whereas, the hardrock mining industry is
Arizona’s second largest industry by eco-
nomic impact, directly and indirectly em-
ploying more than 38,900 valuable and impor-
tant individuals with an average income
higher than Arizona’s median wage in 2018
who are a part of the successes of the mining
industry; and

Whereas, in 2018, the hardrock mining in-
dustry directly and indirectly generated $370
million in state and local tax revenues, cre-
ating a total economic impact of $11.4 bil-
lion; and

Whereas, to ensure that mining operations
are safe for employees, communities and the
environment, the hardrock mining industry
is regulated by a combination of state and
federal agencies, including the Arizona De-
partment of Environmental Quality, the
United States Environmental Protection
Agency, the Arizona State Mine Inspector’s
Office and the United States Department of
Labor Mine Safety and Health Administra-
tion.

Therefore, be it resolved, by the House of
Representatives of the State of Arizona, the
Senate concurring:

That the Members of the Legislature rec-
ognize the importance of the hardrock min-
ing industry to Arizona’s economy and sup-
port the involvement of Arizona’s govern-
ment and the hardrock mining industry in
any future regulatory changes to ensure that
operations continue to be safe and produc-
tive for the State of Arizona.

Passed the House February 4, 2021 by the
following vote: 58 Ayes, 1 Nays, 0 Not Voting,
1 Vacant.

Unanimously Adopted by the Senate:

Passed the Senate April 22, 2021 by the fol-
lowing vote: - Ayes, - Nays, - Not Voting.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA OFFICE OF
SECRETARY OF STATE

This Resolution received by the Secretary
of State this 22nd day of April, 2021 at 3:15
o’clock P.M.
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RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT
OF VERNON POLICE CHIEF
JAMES KENNY

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 11, 2021

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to the distinguished career
in public service of Vernon Police Chief James
Kenny. Having pursued a 36—year long career
toward the betterment of the local policing
community, the latter 15 within my hometown
of Vernon, Chief Kenny announced his deci-
sion to retire on July 9, 2021. As a resident of
Vernon who directly benefited from Chief Ken-
ny’s commitment to “Preserve and Protect”
and as a public official who has a front row
seat to observe him in action, | can attest to
his stellar record of public service.

Born and educated in the nearby town of
Rocky Hill, James was destined to deepen his
roots within the region help and build upon the
community ties that raised him. Connected to
his commitment to the conununity was his
passion for service: immediately upon his
graduation from Rocky Hill High School in
1978, James enlisted into the United States
Army. He trained as a military police officer
and served oversees, ultimately receiving an
honorable discharge. After returning home he
earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Criminal Justice from Bryant University with
Honors, all the while working as a part time
constable in Old Lyme, Connecticut.

James Kenny initially joined the force as a
patrol officer with the Glastonbury Police De-
partment, a stone’s throw away from his
hometown, Rocky Hill. During his tenure at
Glastonbury, his forward-thinking embrace-
ment of community policing and diligent work
habits accelerated him through the ranks, ris-
ing in leadership to field training officer, ser-
geant, and then captain in the year 2000. He
stayed on with the Glastonbury Department,
serving as a supervisor in both the patrol and
detective divisions until he transferred to the
Vernon Police Department as a captain in
2006. It is worth noting that whilst serving
within the Glastonbury Police Department,
James pursued additional opportunities to
serve the region such as when he became a
founding member and then team leader to the
Capital Region Emergency Services Team.

Upon his retirement from Glastonbury’s Po-
lice Department, James Kenny joined
Vernon’s Police Department in 2006 as a cap-
tain, becoming responsible for the entire oper-
ations of the local department. Of course, in
transitioning to the Vernon Police Department,
Captain James Kenny continued his advocacy
of community policing in Vernon’s neighbor-
hoods, particularly the Rockville section of
town. This proactive initiative did not go unno-
ticed, and it was not long before Captain
Kenny became Police Chief Kenny in 2007.
During his term, | had the opportunity to do
some ‘“ride-alongs” and witness the engage-
ment with town residents that the chief himself
and his officers practiced as part the “Kenny
Plan”.

Presence was a major tenet of Vernon Po-
lice Chief Kenny’s tenure as a leader in polic-
ing—not just for the region within the second
district of Connecticut, but the entire state. He
utilized this presence to grow the mission of
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and advocate for community policing. Shortly
after becoming head of the Vernon Police De-
partment, Chief Kenny was selected to sit on
Governor Jodi Rell's Sentencing and Parole
Review Task Force in order to thoroughly re-
view policies involved in arresting, charging,
sentencing and releasing those convicted of
crimes in Connecticut. Around this same time,
Chief Kenny also joined the Criminal Justice
Policy Advisory Commission, for which he has
remained on through to retirement. Even as
our nation has brought to the forefront tough
discussions on police reform, Police Chief
Kenny and the Vernon Police Department re-
mained a source of inspiration to the impor-
tance of a community-oriented and integrated
local police force. It is worth noting that the
Vernon Police Department, under the forward-
thinking perspective of Chief Kenny, has long
been a leader in this regard with the unit al-
ready having implemented policies to build
trust within the town, such as through early
utilization of body cameras and revisions to
their authorized use of force.

Madam Speaker, Chief Kenny has spent his
life and career toward the betterment of his
community. Chief Kenny has been a leader
and a mentor to many people within and out-
side of the aforementioned policing depart-
ments. The town of Vernon owes him an end-
less amount of gratitude for his leadership in
evolving an essential community service, par-
ticularly amidst the pandemic. He now retires
to dedicate more time to his primary job as a
devoted husband to his wife Theresa and a
loving father of three daughters Lexie, Jac-
queline and Jamie—the last of whom did an
outstanding stint as an intern in my D.C. of-
fice. | cannot think of a gentleman more de-
serving of a fruitful retirement, the people of
Vernon will truly miss his talented, caring serv-
ice. To that end, | ask my colleagues in the
House join me in honoring and thanking
Vernon Police Chief James Kenny for his ex-
emplary lifetime of service and wishing him
and his family all the best in their life’s new
chapter.

———

LONDON  BRIDGE ASSOCIATION
STUDY ON REHABILITATING THE
EAST RIVER TUNNELS

HON. RITCHIE TORRES

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 11, 2021

Mr. TORRES of New York. Madam Speak-
er, | include in the Record a study conducted
by the London Bridge Association on the ben-
efits of implementing a repair-in-place model
for rehabilitating the East River Tunnels in
New York City. The full study can be found at
the following web page: http://
www.gatewayprogram.org/wp-content/uploads/
2020/11/2020-11-23-LBA-vFINAL.pdf. . .

Track bed and overhead line replacement
is a priority because it is responsible for a
large percentage of the delays.

1.5. NRT CURRENT CONDITIONS—OVERVIEW

The NRT consists of two tubes and was
constructed in the early 1900s and, in addi-
tion to suffering from old age, was impacted
by Superstorm Sandy, the deadliest and
most destructive, as well as the strongest,
hurricane of the 2012 hurricane season. The
NRT is located on the Northeast Corridor
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