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a loved one should be. These scars need to
be acknowledged and hopefully healed.

The death toll from COVID-19 is even more
wrenching. At least 112,000 Americans—
whether in the hospital, the nursing home, or
at home—have met the end of their lives with-
out the comfort of their family, friends, or loved
ones. Yesterday, more than 700 Americans
died from this disease, and many were forced
to close their eyes without the support of their
loved ones nearby.

In my home state of Indiana, we have lost
at least 12,966 Hoosiers to COVID-19 at
nursing homes. We also know that African
Americans are dying at disproportionate rates
from COVID-19. African Americans in Indiana.
Institutional racism, compounded by environ-
mental and economic injustices, have made
COVID-19 particularly devastating for African
Americans. My heart grieves for my fellow
Americans who took their last breath, because
of this terrible disease, without the loving com-
fort and support they deserved.

For the family, friends, and loved ones of
those who died from COVID-19, the isolation
and loneliness brought by this disease only
grows after their loved one’s passing. Social
distancing and the isolating fear of this dis-
ease prevent us from adequately honoring and
memorializing the many victims of COVID-19.
Large memorial services are not possible.
Family gatherings to celebrate lost loved ones
are curtailed, with supportive hugs replaced by
six feet of distance and protective masks. Pri-
vate funeral services—if not cancelled or post-
poned altogether—have often had to take
place with only 10 people or less.

In addition to its sickness, death, and dis-
ruption, COVID-19 has robbed us of tradi-
tional ways of honoring our lost loved ones.
Holding smaller funerals or forgoing them en-
tirely because of social distancing measures
has denied us the opportunity to fully cele-
brate the lives of the deceased. Our ability to
publicly grieve together, and to adequately
honor and celebrate the lost has been largely
denied due to this isolating and frightening dis-
ease.

Many Americans will also remember another
isolating and frightening disease: the AIDS
epidemic. Ryan White, a brave and remark-
able Hoosier, faced isolation and many fright-
ening obstacles because of his AIDS diag-
nosis. However, Ryan’s courage, bravery, and
advocacy for AIDS research galvanized many
in support of AIDS treatment, research and
recognition of this disease’s horrific impact.
Since no official commemoration existed, con-
cerned Americans decided to celebrate and
honor the lives of those who died from AIDS—
often isolated and alone—by creating a me-
morial quilt. As a result, in 1987, the NAMES
Project AIDS Memorial Quilt was displayed
and stretched the length of the National Mall.
This remarkable quilt allowed us to honor and
celebrate the lives of those tragically lost to a
frightening disease, which at that time, had no
cure, vaccine or effective treatment. More than
105,000 individual lives are commemorated
through this quilt's 50,000 individual panels
that contain photographs, correspondence,
and news clippings to remember those who
died from AIDS. In these panels, the memory
of the victims were able to live on in public
view.

Inspired by the brave advocacy and power-
ful legacy of the NAMES Project AIDS Memo-
rial Quilt, | am proud to introduce the COVID—
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19 Memorial Quilt Act of 2021. This legislation
honors and celebrates the lives of those we
have lost to the COVID-19 pandemic through
the creation of a memorial quilt. Like the AIDS
quilt, creating a memorial quilt to remember
the lives lost due to COVID-19 will allow
Americans to publicly grieve our lost loved
ones, but also commemorate their lives in per-
manent, visible, and dignified way.

The COVID-19 Memorial Quilt Act of 2021
authorizes the design, creation, and display of
a memorial quilt and other commemorative
programming and exhibits to honor the victims
of the COVID-19 pandemic. My legislation
does this by creating a Congressional Advi-
sory Panel which will submit plans to the
Smithsonian Institution and the American
Folklife Center at the Library of Congress for
how the quilt should be developed and dis-
played. Once complete, this memorial quilt will
be displayed on the United States Capitol
Grounds with a subsequent display on the Na-
tional Mall and other locations, continuing the
legacy of the AIDS quilt. This legislation also
supports the powerful creativity of artists
around the country by providing them with
grants from the National Endowment of the
Arts (NEA) to help design and prepare panels
for the memorial quilt.

Al Americans have been affected by
COVID-19. All have felt the disruption wrought
by this pandemic to our families, our work-
places, our businesses, our places of worship,
and our social lives. But that is nothing com-
pared to the Americans who have not only
faced disruptions, but also the wrenching loss
of loved ones from this disease. Because of
social distancing and protective restrictions,
we have been denied the ability to adequately
honor, commemorate, and publicly celebrate
those we have lost. And unfortunately, as
more Americans continue to die in isolation
from this disease, this deficit in our collective
grief will only grow. As a result, my legislation
builds on the powerful legacy of the NAMES
Project AIDS Memorial Quilt and will help our
country to collectively grieve and appropriately
honor the victims of COVID-19.

Madam Speaker, | hope my colleagues will
join us in supporting the COVID-19 Memorial
Quilt Act of 2021, and | urge the House to
support this legislation.

———

HONORING TRISH BERGREN AS
IOWAN OF THE WEEK

HON. CYNTHIA AXNE

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 7, 2021

Mrs. AXNE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Trish Bergren of Clarinda, lowa as
lowan of the Week. Trish is a respected lead-
er in the Clarinda and Page County commu-
nity who has touched countless lives through
her work as the Executive Director of the
Clarinda Carnegie Art Museum and as the cu-
rator for the Nodaway Valley Historical Mu-
seum. Trish has a deep love, and passion for
preserving the history of her community and
being a guardian of the knowledge of the past
for future generations.

Trish’s family is no stranger to Page County
and has family roots in the area that go back
more than 160 years. This deep-seated pas-
sion for local history and helping young people
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engage in this history drove her to a career
she loves and even a book that covers the
subject. Despite having moved away from the
area for a time, she made the decision to re-
turn and couldn’t imagine being anywhere
else. Her love for the community she works is
truly heartwarming to hear. Those who work
with her claim she has both improved their
lives and changed their outlook for the future
for the better.

As part of her duties with the Historical Mu-
seum, Trish formed the Adopt-A-Grave pro-
gram in 2013. The program, under the Histor-
ical Society, has worked to clean, find lost
headstones, and rehab more than 750
headstones across the 50 pioneer cemeteries
in Page County. This undertaking has a group
of students at Clarinda High School who man-
age the program, while more than 39 students
and 12 adults have assisted with various
projects. This is just one tangible initiative run
by Trish to give dignity to the history of those
who came before us and ensure the pride the
community holds in honoring the past.

In addition to her already busy service to
the community, Trish serves on the Clarinda
School Board, where she was elected in 2019
as a new member.

In consideration of the dedication to serving
the community, Trish is a pillar of the commu-
nity in not only Clarinda but the State of lowa.
Her reputation as a kind and selfless person
precedes her and her work speaks for itself.
Clarinda is a strong community because of the
individuals, like Trish, who make it such a
wonderful place. The work Trish has per-
formed, and that which she has inspired oth-
ers to take upon themselves will ensure that
the history of the community will endure.
Stemming from this dedication to serve the
community and preserve the story of its past
for future lowans to learn from and enjoy, | am
proud to recognize Trish Bergren as lowan of
the week.

————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF MEMBERS OF THE SIKH COM-
MUNITY AND ALL THOSE AF-
FECTED BY THE FEDEX SHOOT-
ING IN INDIANAPOLIS

HON. VICTORIA SPARTZ

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 7, 2021

Mrs. SPARTZ. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor eight Hoosier lives lost at the FedEx
facility in Indianapolis. | joined my fellow Indi-
ana delegation members in leading our col-
leagues in a moment of silence on the house
floor in their honor on April 21, 2021.

Of the eight lives lost, four of those individ-
uals belonged to the Sikh community in cen-
tral Indiana. This community is small and tight
knit. They are friends and colleagues who
work together and worship together. The loss
this community is feeling in the wake of this
tragedy is unimaginable. | stand with the Sikh
community and all those affected by this
senseless act of violence.

My deepest condolences are with all the
families and friends who are experiencing un-
imaginable pain and loss. Our state and Na-
tion mourn with them.
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IN RECOGNITION OF LIEUTENANT
ALLEN H. TOMLIN, JR., FOR RE-
CEIVING THE ROBERT JACKSON
EURY MEMORIAL AWARD

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 7, 2021

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Kannapolis Police Department’s Lieu-
tenant Allen H. Tomlin, Jr. for receiving the
Robert Jackson Eury Memorial Award.

A native of Concord, North Carolina, Lieu-
tenant Tomlin began his career with the
Cabarrus County Sheriff's Office in July 1997.
He joined the Kannapolis Police Department in
September 1998, serving as a Field Training
Officer from September 2000 until becoming a
Master Police Officer in January 2011. Shortly
afterward, he was promoted to Sergeant, and
then made Lieutenant in June 2019. Allen is a
member of KPD’s Special Response Team as
a trained negotiator.

Allen holds an Advance Law Enforcement
Certificate from the N.C. Criminal Justice Edu-
cation and Training Standards Commission
and has completed more than 3,007 hours of
professional training. Kannapolis Police Chief
Terry Spry refers to Allen as a quiet hero who
truly embraces a servant leadership philos-
ophy, serving with exceptional character, cour-
age, and commitment.

The Robert Jackson Eury Memorial Award
is presented in memory of Robert Jackson
Eury, a man who lost his life in the line of duty
while serving as a Cabarrus County law en-
forcement officer. This award keeps Mr. Eury’s
legacy alive through officers who share his
same admirable and commendable spirit in
Cabarrus County. Lt. Tomlin fits the mold of
esteemed law enforcement officers in our
community set by Robert Eury, and there is no
doubt in my mind that Lt. Tomlin will continue
his outstanding leadership and maintain his
unwavering values while protecting and serv-
ing the people of Cabarrus County; | am ex-
cited to see what the future holds for such a
dedicated law enforcement professional.

Madam Speaker, please join me today in
congratulating Lt. Allen H. Tomlin, Jr. for re-
ceiving the Robert Jackson Eury Memorial
Award. We all wish him well as he continues
to make a positive impact on our community.

——

HONORING CHESTER WILSON

HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 7, 2021

Mr. BARR. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Chester Wilson from Lexington,
Kentucky. Mr. Wilson bravely served our na-
tion during World War Il. He currently resides
at Thomson-Hood Veterans Center in
Wilmore, Kentucky. On April 25, Mr. Wilson
celebrated his 107th birthday.

Mr. Wilson graduated from Lexington’s
Bryan Station High School. He was the first
member of his family to graduate. At the age
of 29, he enlisted in the United States Navy.
He served aboard the U.S.S. Benevolence, a
Navy hospital ship, in the Pacific Theater. He
was a pharmacist mate 3rd class.
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After the war, Mr. Wilson worked as a fed-
eral agent at bourbon distilleries and later
worked for the Treasury Department. He re-
tired in 1974. He and his late wife Margaret
have a daughter, Brenda Wilson, a stepson
Jack Whitaker, and two grandchildren.

It is my honor to recognize this amazing pa-
triot, celebrate his 107th birthday, and appre-
ciate him for his service and sacrifice to our
nation during World War Il. As a part of “The
Greatest Generation”, Mr. Wilson was an im-
portant part of the war effort to preserve the
freedoms that we enjoy today. | am forever
grateful for Americans like Chester Wilson.

———————

HONORING THE 15TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CALIPSO SAT-
ELLITE MISSION

HON. ELAINE G. LURIA

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 7, 2021

Mrs. LURIA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the CALIPSO satellite mission upon
the 15th anniversary of its space-based lidar
measurements. CALIPSO’s unique observa-
tions have revolutionized our knowledge of the
vertical distributions of clouds and of layers of
dust, smoke, and pollution. These findings
have also greatly improved our understanding
of how these vertical distributions affect cli-
mate, weather, and air quality. CALIPSO data
are widely used by the international science
community and academia, and this data has
contributed to significant new findings by state
and U.S. government agencies, including
NASA, the NOAA, the DoD, the USDA, and
the EPA.

CALIPSO measurements are the foundation
of over 3200 peer-reviewed publications that
have appeared since the mission launched on
April 28, 2006—a tremendous accomplishment
for a first-of-its-kind measurement system.
Furthermore, CALIPSO discoveries now ap-
pear in textbooks for the next generation of cli-
mate scientists.

NASA Langley Research Center in Hamp-
ton, Virginia, manages CALIPSO with oper-
ations accomplished through a strong and en-
during partnership with the French Space
Agency, Centre National d’Etudes Spatiales
(CNES). The mission’s longevity and scientific
success is a testament to international col-
laboration, especially when it is employed to
solve global issues.

NASA Langley is now looking forward to de-
veloping new instruments needed to improve
our understanding of extreme weather events
and regional climate change. The next genera-
tion spaceborne lidar, which has been identi-
fied for a new observing system, will build
upon knowledge and experience gained from
CALIPSO and will benefit from innovative
technology developments now underway at
NASA Langley.

CALIPSO continues to be an on-going trib-
ute to NASA’s tremendous can-do spirit and
engineering excellence. While CALIPSO
began its challenging mission with an ex-
pected lifetime of only 3 years, it has contin-
ued to deliver valuable measurements for 15
years. The longevity of the mission and the
large number of scientific discoveries emerg-
ing from CALIPSO is a huge credit to the
project and to the Agency.
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With these many accomplishments, it is my
honor to recognize the 15th anniversary of
CALIPSO’s launch, and | wish the inter-
national mission team continued success in
the future.

——————

RECOGNIZING PROFESSOR
MICHAEL ROCHE

HON. DUSTY JOHNSON

OF SOUTH DAKOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 7, 2021

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize Professor
Michael Roche of Vermillion as the first recipi-
ent of the Spirit of South Dakota Award.

The Spirit of South Dakota Award was cre-
ated to celebrate and honor South Dakotans
that display unusual perseverance, compas-
sion, and innovation, and are beloved by their
community.

Michael Roche has been a professor at the
University of South Dakota since 1974 where
he taught courses on criminal justice and
criminal law. During his nearly fifty years of
teaching, Roche has made a lasting impact on
students and faculty alike. Among his list of
impressive accomplishments, he was named
the 2001 South Dakota Professor of the year
by the Carnegie Foundation for the Advance-
ment of Teaching.

Roche is also the author of numerous books
and articles on the criminal justice system and
worked extensively inside the South Dakota
penal system. | can say with certainty that
South Dakota’s criminal justice system is bet-
ter off because of his work.

While Professor Roche may be retiring from
USD, he is leaving behind a legacy in the
halls of USD and in the hearts of his students.
Professor Roche truly exemplifies the Spirit of
South Dakota and I'm honored to present him
with the first award.

———

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
BILLY F. MURPHY

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 7, 2021

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to celebrate the service of Colonel
Billy F. Murphy of Tupelo. He has served hon-
orably in the Mississippi Air National Guard,
and | join my fellow guardsmen in celebrating
his commitment to this country the State of
Mississippi.

Colonel Murphy is a Tupelo native and
graduated from Tupelo High School. In 1991
he was commissioned in the U.S. Navy
through the University of Mississippi Naval Re-
serve Officer Training Corps. Over the course
of his service, he has accumulated more than
1500 flight hours. During his active duty, he
participated in 49 combat flight missions in
support of operations Souther Watch, Deny
Flight and Desert Strike. Colonel Murphy has
served nearly 30 years in the United States
Military in three different branches. In 2018 he
was promoted to the rank of Colonel and
began his service as director of staff at the
Mississippi Air National Guard. In July of
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