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Sharon Johansson, Logan Johnke, Jason 
Johns, Kari Johns, Thomas Johns, Julia 
Johnsen, Britni Johnsen, Heather Johnson, 
Ellen Johnson, Linda Johnson, Murray John-
son, Kathleen Johnson, Candy Johnson, Col-
leen Johnson, Roxanne Johnson, Tracy John-
son, Colleen Johnson, Brenda Johnson, Rob-
ert Johnson, Mickie Johnson, Jan Johnson, 
Kari Johnson, Nancy Johnson, Teresa John-
son, Donna Johnson, Maxine Johnson, Janet 
Johnson, Wanda Johnson, Marybeth Johnson, 
Dawn Johnson, Maureen Johnson, Jill John-
son, Lori Johnson, Michele Johnson, Jean 
Johnson, Dianne Johnson, Angela Johnson, 
Corinna Johnson, Debra Johnson, Gaynell 
Johnson, Lori Johnson, Julie Johnson, Laurie 
Johnson, Karla Johnson, Kamie Johnson, 
Katera Johnson, Amy Johnson, Karen John-
son, Roberta Johnson, Joan Johnson, and 
Paul Johnson. 

Over the past year they have faced chal-
lenges most of us cannot even imagine. They 
have shown incredible resolve in the face of 
adversity. They have shown us all how to 
seek positivity and hope in each day as we 
weather the storms that come our way. 

I couldn’t be more thankful to represent the 
incredible people across South Dakota and all 
over the Nation who work hard each day, not 
for fame, not for recognition or for money, but 
for the betterment of their communities. This is 
what makes America strong. I am grateful for 
the opportunity to recognize these hard-
working individuals. 

f 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF JEFF 
MEYER FOR WINNING THE DIVI-
SION III WRESTLING STATE 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 1, 2021 

Mr. LATTA. Madam Speaker, it is with a 
great deal of pride that I rise to pay a very 
special tribute to an outstanding high school 
wrestler in Ohio’s Fifth Congressional District. 
Jeff Meyer of Columbus Grove High School 
has represented his school ably on his way to 
achieving the Division III State wrestling title. 
Jeff overcame the challenges posed by in-
tense competition in his effort to win the Divi-
sion III State Wrestling Championship. 

In pursuing the State championship, Jeff 
Meyer defeated his opponent in the finals of 
the 285-pound classification. His hard work 
and dedication, both on and off the mat, in 
achieving this accomplishment is truly out-
standing. He has achieved an impressive sea-
son record bringing pride to his school and 
community. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in paying special tribute to Jeff Meyer of 
Columbus Grove High School. On behalf of 
the people of the Fifth District of Ohio, I am 
proud to recognize this great achievement. 

RECOGNIZING THE ELLINGTON 
WHIPPETS 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 1, 2021 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the Ellington High School 
Lady Whippets who made school history 
March 12, 2021 when they became the Mis-
souri Class 2 State Basketball Champions. 

It’s the school’s first ever state basketball 
championship and it came in the Whippets’ 
63–56 come-from-behind win over the Wel-
lington-Napoleon Tigers. 

From the very beginning of the season, 
Coach David Burrows told his team he be-
lieved they could have a great year. They 
ended their season with a 23–5 record. 

I offer my heartfelt congratulations to Coach 
Burrows, Assistant Coach Paula King and 
team members: Millie Barnett, Briley Bouma, 
Hiley Brewer, Holly Burrows, Megan 
Copeland, Laura Gore, Gretchen Hackworth, 
Abbi Harper, Kaylee King, Sadie Lloyd, 
Shemaine Lovell, Ellarae Morton, Lyndy Nash, 
and Dylan Price. 

It is my great privilege to recognize the 
Ellington High School Whippets as the 2021 
Class 2 Missouri State Championship Basket-
ball team today before the United States 
House of Representatives. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF PAUL RICH-
ARDS ON HIS INDUCTION INTO 
THE LUZERNE COUNTY SPORTS 
HALL OF FAME 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 1, 2021 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor former athlete, coach, and 
northeastern Pennsylvania native Paul Rich-
ards. Paul was inducted into the Luzerne 
County Sports Hall of Fame in 2020 for his 
distinct athletic achievements in the sport of 
swimming. He and his fellow inductees will be 
honored at a reception this spring. 

Each year, the Luzerne County Sports Hall 
of Fame honors those who have brought fame 
and recognition to the State of Pennsylvania 
through their outstanding achievements and 
contributions in athletic endeavors. 

Paul grew up in South Wilkes-Barre, Penn-
sylvania, in a family of avid swimmers. From 
1968 to 1971, he swam for E.L. Meyers High 
School where he helped lead the team to four 
consecutive District II championships. He 
earned three individual championships in the 
100 butterfly, 200 freestyle, and 400 freestyle. 
In 1968, he was named All-State in the 400 
freestyle. He held the school records in the 
50, 100, 200, and 400 freestyle; the 100 but-
terfly; and the 200 individual medley. 

Paul continued his academic and athletic 
careers at Bloomsburg State College in 
Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania. He continued to 
excel in the pool, holding the school record in 
the 200 individual medley. He was a member 
of the Pennsylvania State Athletic Conference 
(PSAC) championship winning and record 
breaking 400 freestyle team which earned a 
berth at the 1974 national championship. 

Paul’s love of the sport led him to a four- 
decade collegiate coaching career. He began 
coaching at Hartwick College in Oneonta, New 
York, before moving to Mary Washington Col-
lege in Fredericksburg, Virginia. He spent the 
last 26 years coaching the Dickinson College 
Red Devils in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. 

Paul found great success at Dickinson. He 
coached his teams to more than 500 career 
wins and nine conference championships. His 
swimmers have been named conference 
champions, national champions, and NCAA 
All-Americans. He has been recognized as 
Coach of the Year 10 times. 

Paul has recently retired from coaching and 
teaching at Dickinson, and he lives in Carlisle 
with his wife, Jeanette. 

It is an honor to recognize Paul on his in-
duction into the Luzerne County Sports Hall of 
Fame. May his story and athletic career serve 
as an inspiration to the next generation of 
Pennsylvania athletes striving for excellence. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BERLIN 
BROTHERSVALLEY HIGH SCHOOL 
BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM 

HON. JOHN JOYCE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 1, 2021 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate the Berlin 
Brothersvalley High School boys basketball 
team on finishing second in the PIAA Class IA 
Championship. 

This was the first time in school history that 
the Berlin Brothersvalley team advanced to 
the PIAA state title round. The 51–47 point 
game against Nativity BVM was decided in 
overtime. The team was led by Elijah Sechler, 
who scored 20 points and collected 11 re-
bounds. Pace Prosser scored 15 points while 
Abe Countryman grabbed 13 rebounds. 

The 2020–2021 players for the Berlin 
Brothersvalley Mountaineers were: Ryan 
Blubaugh, Isaac Etris, Will Spochart, Preston 
Foor, Tyler Miller, Elijah Sechler, Caden Mont-
gomery, Lukas Coughenour, Tuck Hillegass, 
Craig Jarvis, Pace Prosser, Abe Countryman, 
Caleb Rohrs, Brayden Deeter, and Jalen 
Melton. The students were led by head coach 
Tanner Prosser. 

On behalf of the 13th District of Pennsyl-
vania, I congratulate these students and their 
coaches on a successful season and wish 
them every continued success. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 95TH BIRTH-
DAY OF THE HONORABLE 
CARRIE P. MEEK 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 1, 2021 

Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, I am hon-
ored to rise today and recognize my esteemed 
former colleague and dear friend, Congress-
woman Carrie P. Meek on the occasion of her 
95th birthday. 

Congresswoman Meek was born on April 
29, 1926, in Tallahassee, Florida. She is the 
daughter of sharecroppers and the grand-
daughter of a woman who was born a slave. 
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Despite growing up experiencing discrimina-
tion in the segregated South, she graduated 
from Florida A&M University in 1946 and then 
journeyed North where she would graduate 
with a Master of Science from the University 
of Michigan in 1948. She moved back to Flor-
ida to work at Bethune-Cookman University 
and then her alma matter Florida A&M, 
whereafter she accepted a position with 
Miami-Dade Community College. 

After a distinguished career in education as 
a single mother to two children, Congress-
woman Meek was the second Black legislator 
to be elected to the Florida House in 1979. 
She served there until 1982, when she be-
came the first African American woman to be 
elected to the Florida State Senate. As a State 
Senator, she served on the Education Appro-
priations Subcommittee and advanced minority 
and literacy policies. 

In 1992, Congresswoman Meek was elected 
to the U.S. House of Representatives from 
Florida’s 17th Congressional District. Upon 
taking office, she was placed on the powerful 
House Appropriations Committee, where she 
led on district priorities, including the hard 
work of helping Florida rebuild after the devas-
tation wrought by Hurricane Andrew. During 
her tenure, she successfully addressed issues 
such as economic development, health care, 
education, and housing for marginalized and 
underserved communities. Her efforts deliv-
ered $100 million in federal assistance to re-
build Dade County. She also sponsored legis-
lation creating the Florida Commission on the 
Status of Women. These exemplary contribu-
tions have inspired countless young women 
and men to serve their communities. 

Congresswoman Meek is a strong advocate 
for gender and racial equality, senior citizens, 
the poor, and Haitian immigrants. She has re-
ceived dozens of honors and awards including 
Juris Doctorates from the University of Miami, 
Florida A&M University, Barry University, Flor-
ida Atlantic University, and Rollins University. 

Madam Speaker, I had the great privilege of 
serving alongside Congresswoman Meek for 
many years. She is a trailblazer and inspira-
tion to so many women. I wish her many more 
years of happiness as she celebrates her 95th 
birthday. 

f 

BLAKE CHURCH 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 1, 2021 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Blake Church 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Blake Church is a student at Arvada West 
H.S. and received this award because his de-
termination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Blake 
Church is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Blake Church for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassador for Youth award. I 

have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedica-
tion and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

RECOGNIZING OFFICER BRETT 
FISHEL AS THE SPRINGETTS-
BURY TOWNSHIP POLICE DE-
PARTMENT 2019 OFFICER OF THE 
YEAR 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 1, 2021 

Mr. PERRY. Madam Speaker. I’m honored 
to recognize Officer Brett Fishel upon earning 
the Springettsbury Township Police Depart-
ment 2019 Officer of the Year award. I com-
mend Officer Fishel on his years of service to 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and the 
United States of America. 

Officer Fishel came to Springettsbury Town-
ship Police Department in 2015, following two 
years with the Southern York Regional Police 
Department. In 2019, Officer Fishel continued 
to do what he had done since his arrival: dis-
play good judgement, make sound decisions, 
and perform tireless service—especially when 
he was thrust into a greater leadership role. 
Due to staffing shortages and shift structure, 
Officer Fishel frequently served as ‘‘Officer in 
Charge’’ (OIC) during many shifts. In 2019; he 
was assigned to the permanent night shift, 
and still maintained OIC duties—effectively 
managing two positions; quite unusual for an 
officer who had been with the department only 
for a little over 3 years. 

Officer Fishel remained a leader in most ac-
tivity areas for patrolmen, maintaining the 
dedicated personal work ethic displayed 
throughout his tenure—all while becoming a 
new father. Despite missing December to wel-
come the new addition to his family, he had 
445 traffic enforcement contacts and made 79 
criminal arrests. In 2018, he was named a DUI 
Top Gun Award winner, and in 2019 he con-
tinued to keep our roads safe through 25 DUI 
arrests. 

Throughout Officer Fishel’s service, what 
stands out most is the manner in which he 
interacts with people around him. His calm 
and professional demeanor consistently re-
ceived praise from the community, with many 
citizens writing to STPD officially to thank him 
for his assistance. He even received thank 
you cards from some of those traffic contacts 
because of the way he treated them when he 
pulled them over. 

Officer Fishel was recognized for three inter-
nal accomplishments in 2019 for extraordinary 
actions taken in the line of duty, ranging from 
a motor vehicle theft arrest to saving some-
one’s life in a house fire. In the house fire inci-
dent, Officer Fishel and another officer were 
dispatched just across the York Township line 
where a disabled female was reporting her 
house was filled with smoke and she was un-
able to get out of bed. The two officers re-
sponded to the location to find a smoke-filled 
house with the front door locked and alarms 
sounding. Upon forcing the front door open, 
they were met by clouds of thick, dark smoke, 
which prevented them from seeing and navi-
gating the residence. With the help of a third 
officer from YARPD, they were able to locate 
the individual and carry her to safety. 

Officer Brett Fishel’s consistent profes-
sionalism and dedication to duty has set the 
standard for all officers to follow. For his ex-
emplary performance, tireless service, and 
commitment to the mission and vision, I am 
proud to honor him as the Springettsbury 
Township Police Department 2019 Officer of 
the Year. 

f 

ZACHARY HAMILTON EARNS 
EAGLE SCOUT RANK 

HON. C. SCOTT FRANKLIN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 1, 2021 

Mr. C. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to congratulate 
Zachary Hamilton for earning the rank of 
Eagle Scout in Troop 79 of Valrico, FL. Eagle 
Scout is the highest honor a Boy Scout can 
earn. Since its inception in 1911, only four 
percent of Scouts have earned this rank. This 
honor requires years of effort to develop the 
necessary leadership, service, and outdoor 
skills. To earn it, Zachary’s project consisted 
of raising funds, collecting clothes, and repair-
ing bikes for a local homeless project. Zachary 
and many of his fellow Scouts then handed 
out these items and provided food for the 
homeless. The leadership skills he has 
learned through the Boy Scouts already ben-
efit our community and will continue to help in 
countless ways. 

Zachary began his Scouting Career as a 
Tiger Cub in Second Grade. He has been ac-
tive in Scouting as well as National Honor So-
ciety and Junior ROTC organizations. On be-
half of the Fifteenth Congressional District of 
Florida, congratulations again to Zachary 
Hamilton for becoming an Eagle Scout. We 
are proud of his continued success and thank 
him for his dedication to making our commu-
nity a better place. 

f 

IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF 
JOEY BLAZE FOR WINNING THE 
DIVISION I WRESTLING STATE 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 1, 2021 

Mr. LATTA. Madam Speaker, it is with a 
great deal of pride that I rise to pay a very 
special tribute to an outstanding high school 
wrestler in Ohio’s Fifth Congressional District. 
Joey Blaze, a sophomore at Perrysburg High 
School, has represented his school ably on his 
way to achieving the Division I State wrestling 
title. Joey overcame the challenges posed by 
intense competition in his effort to win the Di-
vision I State Wrestling Championship. 

In pursuing the State championship, Joey 
Blaze defeated his opponent in the finals of 
the 138-pound classification. His hard work 
and dedication, both on and off the mat, in 
achieving this accomplishment is truly out-
standing. Joey led his team to rank sixth place 
overall in the championship. He has achieved 
an impressive season record bringing pride to 
his school and community. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in paying special tribute to Joey Blaze of 
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