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over the nation who work hard each day, not 
for fame, not for recognition or for money, but 
for the betterment of their communities. This is 
what makes America strong. I am grateful for 
the opportunity to recognize these hard-
working individuals. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KACIE CORNETT ON 
BEING NAMED THE 2021 YOUTH 
FEMALE CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 
BY THE LAPEER AREA CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE 

HON. LISA C. McCLAIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2021 

Mrs. MCCLAIN. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Kacie Cornett on being named the 
2021 Youth Female Citizen of the Year by the 
Lapeer Area Chamber of Commerce. Kacie 
has already logged 150 hours of volunteer 
work in this school year despite COVID re-
strictions. She is a volunteer at the Paradise 
Animal Rescue, works with middle school girls 
through the ‘‘Grow to Glow’’ program, partici-
pated in charity runs, and is a member of the 
National Honor Society, Key Club, Art Club, 
Photography Club, and the Dance Club. 
Through all of this, she has been able to 
maintain a 4.16 GPA, ranking her 9th in her 
class. I thank Kacie for her tireless dedication 
and selfless service to the Lapeer community. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2021 

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on Roll Call 
No. 80. 

f 

AWARDING THREE CONGRES-
SIONAL MEDALS TO UNITED 
STATES CAPITOL POLICE AND 
THOSE WHO PROTECTED THE 
U.S. CAPITOL ON JANUARY 6, 2021 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 16, 2021 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in strong. support of H.R. 1085, legislation 
awarding three congressional gold medals to 
the United States Capitol Police and those 
who on January 6, 2021 displayed selfless 
and heroic service in defense of American de-
mocracy in protecting the U.S. Capitol from 
the violent assault of domestic terrorists. 

The United States Capitol Police dates back 
to 1800 when the Congress moved from Phila-
delphia to Washington, D.C. and a lone watch-
man was hired to protect the Capitol Building. 

In 1827, President John Quincy Adams 
asked that a regular Capitol Police force be 
established and on May 2, 1828, Congress 
passed an Act that expanded the police regu-
lations of the City of Washington to include the 
Capitol and Capitol Square. 

The United States Capitol Police expanded 
its force after the terrorist attacks on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and again following the his-
toric merger with the Library of Congress Po-
lice in 2009. 

In addition to the more than 2,000 sworn 
members of the force, the United States Cap-
itol Police Department has over 350 civilian 
personnel who provide operational and admin-
istrative support and its diverse workforce is 
comprised of employees from nearly all 50 
states and the U.S. territories. 

The United States Capitol Police embodies 
the best in American policing and serves as a 
model in security, urban crime prevention, dig-
nitary protection, specialty response capabili-
ties, and homeland security. 

As ambassadors of the Congress, officers of 
the United States Capitol Police Department 
are often the first face that visitors and em-
ployees encounter, leaving a lasting impres-
sion that is reflective of the Legislative Branch 
and its role in America’s democracy. 

Officers of the United States Capitol Police 
Department each day proudly protect the leg-
islative process, the symbol of the nation’s de-
mocracy, the people who carry out the proc-
ess, and the millions of visitors who travel 
here to see democracy in action. 

No finer example of the selfless devotion to 
duty, love of country, and fidelity to their oath 
to preserve, protect, and defend the Constitu-
tion of the officers of the United States Capitol 
Police Department’s than their valiant, heroic, 
and courageous response to the January 6, 
2021 assault on the Capitol Building by thou-
sands of domestic terrorists, insurrectionists, 
and rioters sent there by the President of the 
United States to ‘‘fight like hell’’ to disrupt and 
derail the constitutionally required Joint Meet-
ing of Congress to open, count, and publicly 
confirm the vote tally of the presidential elec-
tors and announce the persons who had been 
elected President and Vice-President of the 
United States. 

District of Columbia Mayor Muriel Bowser 
and the Metropolitan Police Department have 
a distinguished record of protecting all groups, 
regardless of their beliefs, who come to the 
nation’s capital to exercise their First Amend-
ment rights peaceably to assemble, and to pe-
tition the Government for a redress of griev-
ances. 

At the direction of Mayor Bowser, and in ad-
vance of the scheduled demonstrations, mu-
tual aid was requested by the Metropolitan Po-
lice Department from several area police de-
partments to be on standby in the District, in-
cluding neighboring law enforcement depart-
ments, the Metropolitan Transit Police and 
non-law enforcement agencies such as the 
District’s Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management Agency and the Fire and Emer-
gency Medical Services Department. 

The sustained assault on the Capitol precip-
itated an equally unprecedented response, ne-
cessitating the urgent request of the United 
States Capitol Police for the Metropolitan Po-
lice Department to come defend the Capitol to 
which the Metropolitan Police Department re-
sponded immediately with several Civil Dis-
turbance Unit Platoons and proceeded to de-
ploy to the west front of the Capitol and ar-
rived within minutes. 

The violent mob overran protective meas-
ures at the Capitol and by 1:50 p.m., Metro-
politan Police Department had declared the 
assembly to be a riot and immediately began 

working to achieve the objectives of stopping 
domestic terrorists from entering the Capitol 
building and removing those that were already 
inside, secure a perimeter so that the Capitol 
could be cleared for lawmakers to resume the 
Joint Meeting of Congress to demonstrate to 
the nation and the world the robustness and 
vitality of America’s democracy, and making 
arrests of anyone violating the law. 

During the height of the siege of the Capitol, 
approximately 850 Metropolitan Police Depart-
ment members were at the Capitol, with an-
other 250 in the area to directly support the 
response and aftermath. 

Madam Speaker, people around the country 
and the world were shocked and moved by 
the video of a Metropolitan Police Department 
Officer being beaten by a crowd of insurgents, 
including one wielding an American flag, and 
of another in agony as he was crushed be-
tween a door and a riot shield but also awed 
by their bravery in the face of this unprovoked 
and vicious attack, bravery that was matched 
that day by countless other unheralded Metro-
politan Police Department officers. 

The January 6, 2021 siege of the Capitol 
assault resulted in one of the worst days of in-
juries for law enforcement in the United States 
since the September 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tacks. 

Madam Speaker, officers of the United 
States Capitol Police Department, the Metro-
politan Police Department of Washington, 
D.C., and other uniformed law enforcement of-
ficers stood their ground in defense of Amer-
ican democracy while being attacked by the 
angry mob of domestic terrorists with metal 
pipes, discharged chemical irritants, and other 
weapons. 

At least 138 officers, 73 from the United 
States Capitol Police Department and 65 from 
the Metropolitan Police Department in Wash-
ington, sustained injuries during the attack on 
the Capitol Building, several of which required 
hospitalization. 

The injuries sustained ranged from bruises 
and lacerations to more serious damage such 
as concussions, rib fractures, burns and even 
a mild heart attack. 

One United States Capitol Police Depart-
ment officer died from injuries sustained while 
physically engaging with protesters and two 
officers involved in the response have died by 
suicide. 

Dozens, if not hundreds, of officers whom 
law enforcement officials estimate will suffer in 
years to come with post-traumatic stress dis-
order and the dozens who contracted the 
coronavirus from the unmasked domestic ter-
rorists and rioters who stormed the Capitol. 

At least 38 Capitol Police officers have test-
ed positive or were exposed to the 
coronavirus as well as nearly 200 National 
Guard personnel who were deployed to pro-
tect the Capitol. 

Madam Speaker, the seven hours between 
the urgent call for help from the Capitol Police 
to Metropolitan Police Department and the re-
sumption of work by both houses of Congress 
will be indelibly etched in the memories of 
every law enforcement officer who was on the 
scene, as it is in the minds of the Senators, 
Representatives, congressional and support 
staff, and members of the media corps who 
were forced to seek safety behind locked 
doors. 

Despite being overwhelmed and out-
numbered, the indomitable forces of American 
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democracy, symbolized by the resolve of the 
officers of the United States Capitol Police De-
partment, prevailed and the seditious attack 
was quelled, the Capitol Building preserved, 
and the lives of United States Senators and 
Representatives protected, as well as those of 
congressional and support staff, and order 
was restored so that the Joint Meeting of Con-
gress was resumed and completed its con-
stitutionally required duty of counting and an-
nouncing the votes of the presidential electors, 
an essential step in the peaceful transfer of 
power that has been a hallmark of American 
democracy and the example to the world for 
more than two centuries. 

Madam Speaker, the gold coin authorized to 
be minted by this legislation and displayed at 
the United States Capitol Police headquarters, 
to the Metropolitan Police Department of 
Washington, D.C., and exhibited on display by 
the Smithsonian Institution conveys the thanks 
and appreciation of a grateful nation for the 
selfless and heroic service exhibited by these 
sentinels of the republic in defense of Amer-
ican democracy in responding to the January 
6, 2021 assault on the U.S. Capitol by domes-
tic terrorists. 

This tribute is, as President Lincoln noted at 
Gettysburg, ‘‘altogether fitting and proper’’ for 
heroes of the republic. 

The action we are taking today should en-
courage all educational and media institutions 
throughout the United States to teach and cel-
ebrate the story of the heroism of the officers 
of the United States Capitol Police Depart-
ment, the Metropolitan Police Department, and 
all other law enforcement officers who, out of 
true faith and allegiance to the Constitution of 
the United States, selflessly risked their lives 
to protect the Capitol Building and its per-
sonnel, the Congress, and the spirit and fact 
of democracy in America. 

Madam Speaker, I urge all Americans to 
read, celebrate, and revere the Constitution of 
the United States, fidelity to which is the sur-
est best means of forming a more perfect 
union, establishing justice, ensuring domestic 
tranquility, providing for the common defense, 
promoting the general welfare, and securing 
the blessing of liberty to them and their pos-
terity. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE SUCCESS-
FUL FEDERAL CAREER OF BREN-
DA B. SMITH 

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2021 

Mr. NEAL. Madam Speaker, as the Chair-
man of the Committee on Ways and Means, 
I rise today along with Ranking Member KEVIN 
BRADY, to commemorate the successful fed-
eral career of Brenda Smith, Executive Assist-
ant Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection’s (CBP) Office of Trade. Ms. 
Smith is retiring after 33 years of government 
service, including 27 years with CBP and the 
legacy U.S. Customs Service. 

Ms. Smith’s leadership at CBP is marked by 
significant advancements in the agency’s trade 
mission. She spearheaded unprecedented au-
tomation and modernization of the U.S. gov-
ernment’s import/export system, a renewed 
focus on preventing duty evasion, intellectual 

property rights infringement, and importation of 
goods derived from forced labor, as well as ef-
forts to adapt the agency’s trade and revenue 
workforce for the new pace and challenges of 
the 21st century trade environment. Ms. Smith 
also led the development of global e-com-
merce standards and focus on new tech-
nologies like blockchain and advanced ana-
lytics. 

Under Ms. Smith’s leadership, CBP modern-
ized the international trade process, com-
pleting development and deployment of the 
U.S. Single Window and the Automated Com-
mercial Environment (ACE)—the electronic 
portal for exporters and importers to clear 
shipments across the U.S. border. Ms. Smith 
took command of the Single Window project, 
organizing the efforts of 49 federal agencies 
and partnering with thousands of importers, 
exports, brokers, and technology developers 
to successfully deploy the modem, automated 
system. The Single Window is now a global 
model, and it has revolutionized the inter-
national trade process for U.S. businesses 
and consumers. In recognition of her leader-
ship on this project, Ms. Smith was a 2017 fi-
nalist in the Samuel J. Heyman Service to 
America award for management excellence. 

She also implemented key components of 
the Trade Facilitation and Trade Enforcement 
Act (TFTEA) of 2015, the first comprehensive 
authorization of CBP since the agency’s cre-
ation in 2003. Ms. Smith led CBP’s implemen-
tation of the Enforce and Protect Act of 2015, 
increasing the transparency and effectiveness 
of CBP’s enforcement of antidumping/counter-
vailing duty orders, and, following the repeal of 
a critical loophole, CBP’s increased focus on 
enforcement of the import prohibition on goods 
produced using forced, prison, and forced 
child labor. 

Ms. Smith also led U.S. delegations to sev-
eral partner nations to strengthen relationships 
with customs and human rights officials, indus-
try leaders, and non-governmental organiza-
tions and bolster international safeguards 
against forced labor. For this work and for her 
focus on strengthening CBP’s trade enforce-
ment mission, Ms. Smith was honored with a 
2017 Distinguished Executive Presidential 
Rank Award, the highest award in civil service. 
In addition to leading a number of U.S. dele-
gations, Ms. Smith represented the United 
States on the World Customs Organization 
Council in 2007 and 2017. 

Ms. Smith also led CBP’s implementation of 
the landmark U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement 
(USMCA), working with the United States 
Trade Representative (USTR) and other fed-
eral agencies, as well as the U.S. international 
trade community, to ensure effective and time-
ly delivery of key customs provisions of the 
USMCA. 

Throughout her tenure at CBP and its pred-
ecessor, Ms. Smith always took the time to be 
responsive to Member questions and con-
cerns, making herself available for regular 
briefings. 

Prior to joining Customs, Ms. Smith worked 
at the Department of the Treasury. She also 
served on the staff of the Congressional Office 
of Technology Assessment and subsequently 
in the personal office of Congressman Bernard 
J. Dwyer of New Jersey. Over the course of 
her career, Ms. Smith received numerous ac-
colades, including a National Performance Re-
view ‘‘Hammer Award’’ and countless agency 
awards. 

We wish to congratulate Ms. Smith on her 
retirement and express our sincere apprecia-
tion for the many years of service, leadership, 
and accomplishment she has devoted to the 
U.S. government and the American people. 
We wish her the best of luck in her future en-
deavors. 

f 

REMEMBERING JOAN F. ARP 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2021 

Mr. RYAN. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Joan F. Arp, of Liberty Town-
ship, Ohio, who passed away on Saturday, 
March 13, 2021 at the age of 78. 

Joan was born on February 28, 1943 in 
Youngstown, Ohio, the daughter of Louis and 
Katherine (Popovich) Kunovich. Joan was a 
member of the First United Methodist Church 
in Girard and a member of the church’s care 
team, bereavement committee, and taught 
Sunday School when her children were young-
er. 

Mrs. Arp was a homemaker and stayed 
home to raise her children. She enjoyed play-
ing bingo, needlepoint and was so proud of 
her collection of Santa Clauses. Joan loved to 
participate in the many fun activities and out-
ings that were offered at Liberty Arms As-
sisted Living. 

Joan will miss all of her cherished friend-
ships, especially those she resided with. She 
leaves to cherish her memory, her children, 
Mark (Mary) Arp, of Hermitage, PA., and her 
daughter Kelly Hontula, of Liberty Township; 
sister Maureen Perrico, of Las Vegas, Nevada 
and grandson, Nicholas Arp. Besides her par-
ents, Joan is preceded in death by her hus-
band, Kenneth J. Arp, whom she married Oc-
tober 9, 1965 and died May 5, 2014, and her 
brother, James Kunovich. 

I am proud to be friends with Joan’s daugh-
ter, Kelly, and thank her for her long-standing 
support. My deepest condolences go out to 
Kelly, the entire family, and to all whose lives 
were touched by Joan. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
ROBERT HOYER 

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2021 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the service of long-time 
community member Robert Hoyer as he cele-
brates his 100th birthday. 

Bob grew up in Oakland and attended the 
University of Nevada, Reno. During World War 
II, Bob took a leave from his studies and 
served in the United States Army in the Phil-
ippines. When he returned home, Bob grad-
uated from the University of Nevada with a de-
gree in mining engineering. It was also in 
Reno that Bob met his wife, Eldora, who had 
served in the United Stated Navy WAVES dur-
ing WWII teaching aircraft navigation. 

Following college, Bob worked for the 
Natomas Mining Company in Nevada. When 
the mining industry declined after the end of 
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