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must address these ongoing hate crimes and
incidents with urgency.

That is why | reintroduced the COVID-19
Hate Crimes Act. My bill would designate a
point person at the Department of Justice to
expedite the review of hate crimes related to
COVID-19, specifically crimes of violence mo-
tivated by the actual or perceived relationship
to the spread of COVID-19. My bill also in-
cludes initiatives to establish online reporting
of hate crimes or incidents in multiple lan-
guages and to expand public education cam-
paigns to encourage and empower ethnic
communities to feel comfortable and report
these incidents.

My bill also directs the Attorney General to
work with Health and Human Services, the
COVID-19 Healthy Equity Task Force, and
community-based organizations to issue best
practices to mitigate racially discriminatory lan-
guage in describing the COVID-19 pandemic.

Madam Speaker, during this time of height-
ened anxiety and fear surrounding COVID-19,
we cannot lose sight of protecting the health
and safety of every single person—no matter
their race, ethnicity, age, or background. The
COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act is a necessary
step to confront the second pandemic of rac-
ism and discrimination in this country. | urge
my colleagues to join me in this effort to keep
all Americans safe.

IN RECOGNITION OF DEBBIE
ECKENRODE

HON. JOHN JOYCE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 11, 2021

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, | rise to congratulate Debbie Eckenrode on
receiving the Blair County Chamber of Com-
merce’s Joseph P. Rosenhamer Chamber
Spirit Award, which recognizes a longtime
Chamber member who embodies the traits we
hope to see in business leaders.

Debbie has been an outstanding member of
the Blair County Chamber of Commerce and
frequently leads efforts to support the cham-
bers community events. Additionally, she
mentors new chamber members and entre-
preneurs in the region. Debbie is a dedicated
member and ensures that the organization
maintains its robust presence in the commu-
nity.

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s 13th Congres-
sional District, | congratulate Debbie on this
accomplishment and thank her for her service
to the Blair County community.

———

SUPPORT FOR H.R. 1276, VA
VACCINE ACT OF 2021

HON. JEFFERSON VAN DREW

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 11, 2021

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, | would
like to express my strong support for H.R.
1276, the VA VACCINE Act of 2021.
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HONORING GABRIELLA GONZALEZ
AND MORGAN HARVEY UPON RE-
CEIVING THE NATIONAL MEDAL
OF HONOR LIFESAVING AWARD
FROM THE GIRLS SCOUTS OF
THE USA

HON. ELAINE G. LURIA

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 11, 2021

Mrs. LURIA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor and recognize two young women from
Virginia Beach, Gabriella Gonzalez and Mor-
gan Harvey, who were awarded the National
Medal of Honor Lifesaving Award from the
Girls Scouts of the USA.

After practice on a hot summer day in Au-
gust 2019, Morgan and Gabriella’s rowing club
team decided to take turns jumping from a
rope swing into Virginia Beach’s Lake Joyce.
The summer fun took a turn for the worse
when their coach, Dr. Mark Winters, severely
fractured his ankle on the bottom of the lake.
Gabriella and Morgan both sprang into action
to assist Dr. Winters. Gabriella swam along
with other crew members to help her coach,
holding his body above water and comforting
him as he went into shock. Morgan rowed
back to shore, helped guide rescue crews to
the location, and organized team members to
provide additional support. With their help, Dr.
Winters was able to receive prompt medical
attention, likely saving his life.

Both Gabriella and Morgan credit their expe-
rience as girl scouts in preparing them for the
intense situation. With the poise and bravery
that they displayed in such a critical moment,
Morgan and Gabriella are more than worthy of
the National Medal of Honor Lifesaving Award.

It is important that we recognize individuals
in our communities who go above and beyond
to make a difference. | am proud to represent
these two young heroes in Congress, and |
congratulate Gabriella and Morgan on receiv-
ing this well-deserved honor.

———

RECOGNIZING DOUG BUSH FOR HIS
SERVICE TO THE UNITED
STATES CONGRESS AND AP-
POINTMENT TO THE DEPART-
MENT OF THE ARMY

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 11, 2021

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to recognize and thank Mr. Doug
Bush for his years of service to the United
States Congress and congratulate him on his
appointment to serve as the Principal Deputy
Assistant Secretary of the Army for Acquisi-
tion, Logistics, and Technology.

A graduate of the United States Military
Academy at West Point, former Army officer,
and long-serving congressional staffer, Doug
has served our country in uniform and as a ci-
vilian for nearly 30 years. Though he started
his congressional career as a Senate staffer,
something we try not to hold against him,
Doug has spent the last 14 years as a valu-
able member of the House Armed Services
Committee’s professional staff.

From 2007 to 2019, Doug supported the
Tactical Air and Land Forces Subcommittee’s
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oversight of aviation and ground-based weap-
on systems, equipment, and programs. Doug’s
work with committee members helped the
committee accelerate the development and
fielding of weapon systems and equipment
that enhanced the capabilities of our Armed
Forces and terminate under-performing pro-
grams. More recently, Doug served as the
Deputy Staff Director of the Armed Services
Committee from 2019 to 2021 where he man-
aged the day-to-day operations of the com-
mittee and the development of the annual Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act (NDAA). As
the Congress grappled with how to safely con-
tinue operations during the COVID-19 pan-
demic this past year, Doug played a critical
role to ensure the Armed Services Committee
continued to conduct effective oversight while
also enacting the 60th consecutive NDAA.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the House
Armed Services Committee, | extend our
deepest appreciation to Doug for his dedicated
service to the committee, the Congress, and
the military and civilian personnel of the
Armed Forces. We wish him well as he con-
tinues his public service at the Pentagon with
the Department of the Army.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF MATTHEW
FOWNES

HON. JOHN JOYCE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 11, 2021

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, | rise to congratulate Matthew Fownes, a
Dairy Queen franchise owner, on receiving the
Blair County Chamber of Commerce’s Small
Business Person of the Year Award. This
honor recognizes individuals who have re-
sponded well to adversity while serving the
Blair County community.

Though businesses in the hospitality and
restaurant industry faced extraordinary chal-
lenges due to COVID-19, Matthew remained
committed to growing his business and to pro-
tect his employees’ livelihoods. He persevered
through challenges and adapted to serve Blair
County residents efficiently and safely under
the COVID restrictions, saving jobs in our
community.

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s 13th Congres-
sional District, | congratulate Matthew on win-
ning this accomplishment and thank him for
his service to the Blair County community.

HONORING JOHN DOUGLAS AS
IOWAN OF THE WEEK

HON. CYNTHIA AXNE

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 11, 2021

Mrs. AXNE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in honoring Mr. John Douglas, Executive Di-
rector of the Wilkie House in Des Moines, as
our lowan of the Week.

John’s gift for working with kids and helping
them reach their highest potential is imme-
diately evident upon visiting with him about his
work. He speaks with passion and expertise
on issues such as the importance of quality
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child care and the urgent need to address the
childcare cliff effect to create better oppor-
tunity for families. At the Wilkie House you can
see his determination and dedication not only
in tackling big projects like significant infra-
structure improvements to the building and
playground, but also in little things like walking
kids to their parent's car at the end of the
evening to say goodnight.

Like many small non-profit leaders, John
dedicates an immense amount of time and ef-
fort, wears many hats, and maximizes limited
resources to make his programs successful.
During workdays that regularly last nearly 12
hours, John works on grants, community out-
reach and engagement, assisting families in
overcoming barriers, and accessing resources
and administration. He’s constantly working on
growing funding to keep up with the increase
in numbers so the Wilkie House can serve
more children. With all that and more on his
plate, he still spends time with the kids during
afterschool activities and cites it a source of
great joy.

Established in September of 1917, the
Wilkie House initially served as an extension
of the War Recreation Board for Black Officers
at Fort Des Moines, making it one of the old-
est African-American community-based organi-
zations in the state of lowa. Today the organi-
zation’s rich history is carried forward through
the mission of developing character and es-
teem in young people through promotion of
academics, building social skills, health, and
recreation. The nonprofit serves nearly 400
youth ages 5-18 years and their families dur-
ing the fiscal year, with the majority of partici-
pants coming from low-income families and di-
verse ethnic backgrounds.

The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has pre-
sented significant challenges to John and his
team. The Wilkie House was one of the first
organizations to reopen and stay open
throughout the summer and for virtual learning
support in the school year. They adapted to
facilitate safe, full-day school year program-
ming during virtual learning days so youth par-
ticipants could better understand and complete
their academics, receive tutoring and daily
meals, and fulfill critical social needs through
recreational and social skill building activities.
It would be impossible to measure the kind of
positive impact this program has had on our
community during such a difficult time.

Despite the additional challenges, John and
the Wilkie House team have continued to pro-
vide after school programming so kids can
have snacks and dinner, engage in active and
creative activities, and receive tutoring and
homework assistance. They maintain summer
programming with trips to the park and the
200, volunteer opportunities, and work with
youth on growth areas like problem solving,
coping with change, independence, compas-
sion, and career readiness. John also helps
the Wilkie House maintain its position as a
community hub by hosting evening and week-
end events that bring people together for
meals, fun activities, sporting events, and
even musical performances from groups like
the Isiserettes Drill and Drum Corp.

Before stepping up to his current role, John
worked as a coordinator of a federal grant at
the Evelyn K. Davis Center for Working Fami-
lies. He spent time in higher education and
worked internationally in non-profits to help
families living in extreme poverty, including
those in slums, orphanages, and children liv-
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ing on the street. Giving back to those in
need, particularly young children, has been
the highlight of his career.

Individuals like John Douglas who prioritize
service over self in order to create a better life
for individuals and better community for all
their neighbors, especially those who are un-
derserved and underrepresented, are com-
mendable for so many reasons. Not only has
he had an immediate and positive effect on
the kids and families he serves through the
Wilkie House, but the whole of Des Moines is
better off because of his ongoing efforts. I'm
proud to count John as a neighbor and thank
him for his dedication. It is my honor to name
him our lowan of the Week.

———

RECOGNIZING MONA SHORES’
SAILORS FOOTBALL STATE TITLE

HON. BILL HUIZENGA

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 11, 2021

Mr. HUIZENGA. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor and celebrate the Mona
Shores’ Sailors on their incredible second con-
secutive D-2 football state title at Ford Field in
Detroit, MI.

This team has shown a great level of resil-
ience and skill throughout this past year. Nota-
bly, the Sailors put together a perfect season
despite the challenges brought on by the
coronavirus pandemic, boasting a 12-0
record, which is the best record in school his-
tory.

| would like to congratulate each player and
coach of the Mona Shores’ Sailors who played
an integral role in capturing the state title:

Players: Keondre Pierce, Larry White, Gary
Humphrey, Landon Thalman, Khyree Hamel,
Demetri Roberson, Mark Konecny, Eli Farnum,
Keegan Dekuiper, Dahmir Farnum, Minh
Nguyen, Benjamin Payne, Jeff Lenartowicz,
Elijah Johnson, KeWaun Farnum, Brady Rose,
Karsen Marihugh, TaVonie Jackson, Drew
Sandberg, Stephen Koziak, Sam Wabhlberg,
DJ Caviness, Bryce Sikkenga, Jesse Love,
Theartric Theus I1ll, Mason Klos, Kemper
Millis, Dauson Trigg, Cody Crites, Luke
Emmons, and Andrew Grimm.

Coaches: Matt Koziak, Aaron James, Brian
Sikkenga, Greg Vargas, Dave Check, Kyle
Brott, Tyler Vanbergen, Mike Koziak, Thom
Grimm, and Chris Hilliker.

Team Support: Jack Nummerdor, Dan
Shroeder, Jason Dykstra, Rick McAdams,
Jimmy Merrill, Patrick Lamay, Carson Koziak,
Braden Koziak, Payton Koziak, and Samual
Sikkenga.

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating the Mona Shores Sailors on their
second consecutive Division 2 football state
title, and for being a Michigan symbol of resil-
ience in the face of this ongoing pandemic.
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RECOGNIZING GEORGIANNA

“GEORGIE” CARTER-KRELL IN
HONOR OF WOMEN’S HISTORY
MONTH

HON. MARIO DIAZBALART

OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 11, 2021

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Madam Speaker, in
honor of Women’s History Month, | rise today
to recognize Georgianna “Georgie” Carter-
Krell, whose dedication to our nation’s vet-
erans, amidst her own personal tragedy, has
had a significant impact on our country and
South Florida.

Born in Massachusetts on August 25, 1932,
Georgie and her three children moved to Flor-
ida in the 1960s, and they quickly found them-
selves living in Hialeah. Georgie’s only son,
Bruce Wayne Carter, enlisted in the United
States Marine Corps in 1968 to defend his na-
tion during the Vietnam War. Private First
Class Carter served in Company H, 2nd Bat-
talion, 3rd Marines, and was killed in action on
August 7, 1969 in the Quang Tri Province. At
the young age of nineteen, PFC Carter put the
lives of his fellow soldiers ahead of his own,
and, when ambushed, used his own body to
shield his men from an enemy grenade. He
was buried with Military Funeral Honors on
August 25, 1969 at the Vista Memorial Gar-
dens in Miami Lakes, Florida.

PFC Carter’s heroic act quickly reached the
White House, where, in 1971, Bruce was post-
humously awarded our nation’s highest rec-
ognition, the Medal of Honor. In the years that
followed Bruce’s death, Georgie truly turned
her grief into action and became an advocate
for our veterans. Initially, she volunteered with
her neighbor at the Miami VA hospital and as-
sisted those who had strokes or other injuries
which prevented them from feeding them-
selves. They quickly became known as the
Silver Spoons and traveled throughout the na-
tion to VA hospitals promoting this program.
Georgie became an integral member of the
American Gold Star Mothers, where she
served as the National President twice, in
2001 and 2008. With the help of former Con-
gresswoman, and my good friend, lleana Ros-
Lehtinen, the Miami VA Hospital was renamed
the Bruce W. Carter VA Medical Center in
2008.

While Georgie became a steadfast voice for
those who needed her most, she continued to
regret that her son was buried in Florida and
not at Arlington National Cemetery. As a re-
sult, Georgie worked with my team and me to
have Bruce’s remains transferred to Arlington,
and, on November 4, 2020, PFC Carter was
laid to rest with Military Funeral Honors at Ar-
lington National Cemetery. This act served as
an important reminder to all that a soldier’s life
is always valued, no matter how much time
has passed.

Madam Speaker, it is a privilege to know
Mrs. Carter-Krell and | commend her for her
dedication to preserving her son’s memory
and her unwavering support for our veterans.
Georgie is a true patriot and | ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing this out-
standing individual.
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