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| am so proud to be an original sponsor of the
legislation.

Our communities are demanding action,
calling for strong and effective action that will
help not only prevent future tragedies between
police and the communities they patrol, but
also help increase trust and build safer com-
munities.

This is a commonsense bill that deserves
bipartisan support. This is the first step to
making our union more perfect, and | urge all
my colleagues to support it.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THRIVENT
COMMUNITY-ADVENT PARTNERS

HON. JOHN JOYCE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Thrivent Community-
Advent Partners team for their service to the
Adams County community.

As an act of kindness for their neighbors,
this group assembles and delivers care pack-
ages to patients who are undergoing cancer
treatments in the Gettysburg Cancer Center
and the Wellspan Adams Cancer Center. This
tradition was established five years ago and
has continued to be a service project shared
by many community members. During the
COVID-19 pandemic, the Thriven Community-
Advent Partners team has taken extra care to
safely assemble packages that include items
such as masks, blankets, lotion, hand sani-
tizer, tissues, lip balm and other items. De-
spite challenges, they have persevered to con-
tinue this mission.

Thrivent Community-Advent Partners’ com-
mitment to community service is invaluable to
the Adams County community. It is an honor
to thank these Pennsylvanians for their com-
mitment and highlight this invaluable work,
and | wish them every continued success.

IN RECOGNITION OF WARREN
PIERNER’S 100TH BIRTHDAY

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Mr. GALLAGHER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor World War Il veteran Warren
Pierner as he celebrates his 100th birthday on
March 13, 2021.

Warren grew up in Green Bay and attended
Green Bay East High School. In 1942, he
joined the United States Coast Guard, where
he served in the Atlantic on a patrol frigate
called the Grand Rapids, and in the Pacific on
an attack transport called the Aquarius. Mr.
Pierner ran the boilers on these ships for
nearly four years and attained the rank of
Water Tender 1st Class. Warren continued his
service to his country and community as a let-
ter carrier for the U.S. Postal Service, where
he worked for 36 years before his retirement
in 1984.

After his military service, Warren began to
build a family. He married Myra Larsen in
1948 and together they had 7 children during
their 60 years of marriage until her passing in
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2008. His family enjoyed the summers to-
gether fishing, swimming, and playing cards
while camping or staying in a rented cabin in
Northern Wisconsin. An avid sportsman and
sports fan, Warren love to golf, bowl, fish, and
swim. Mr. Pierner has been a longtime Chi-
cago Cubs fan but makes up for it by being an
ardent Green Bay Packers fan, UW Green
Bay Phoenix fan, and Wisconsin Badger fan.

Beloved husband, father, and soldier, War-
ren is a tribute to the “Greatest Generation”
and a grateful nation and state thank him for
his service.

Madam Speaker, | urge all members of this
body to join me in applauding Warren Pierner
for his service in WWII and wishing him a
happy and healthy 100th birthday.

———

SUPPORT OUR MILITARY WORKING
DOGS ACT

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, today |
reintroduce the “Support Our Military Working
Dogs Act” in commemoration of National K9
Veterans Day later this week. The United
States K9 Corps was established on March
13, 1942.

Military working dogs serve with our troops
on the front lines and provide recuperating
services for our veterans and their former han-
dlers. Caring for these dogs in the field and
once they return home is our responsibility.
The “Support Our Military Working Dogs Act”
would ensure that our nation’s military working
dogs receive the best possible care and direct
the U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) to
work with veterans’ service organizations and
other nonprofits to support their long-term vet-
erinary care, once adopted by their former
handler’s into loving homes.

Specifically, the “Support Our Military Work-
ing Dogs Act” would authorize DOD to provide
charitable support for retired or injured military
working dogs after their adoption, by coordi-
nating third-party donations to cover the cost
of long-term veterinary care. The bill would
also ensure that the U.S. government covers
all transportation costs associated with trans-
ferring retired military animals, including
horses, to their new adopted homes, building
upon the success of the Military Working Dog
Retirement Act of 2015.

Lastly, the bill for this Congress includes a
new provision clarifying that DOD’s Joint Trau-
ma Education and Training Directorate may
also conduct research on the treatment and
avoidance of injuries for military working dogs.
Former Congressman Ralph Abraham (R-LA)
sponsored this provision as an amendment to
the House-passed “National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2021,” but it was ul-
timately removed during conference negotia-
tions with the Senate. | am pleased to include
this much-needed clarification in my bill.

As chairman of the House Armed Services
Subcommittee on Readiness, which has juris-
diction over military working dogs, | urge all
members of the House to join me in cospon-
soring this important legislation. Congress
must support our K9 veterans during and after
their service.
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HONORING SUE WILSON AND THE
HELPING HAND AS IOWANS OF
THE WEEK

HON. CYNTHIA AXNE

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Mrs. AXNE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Sue Wilson and The Helping Hand of
Warren County in Indianola, lowa for their aid
to the underserved people of their community.
Sue and The Helping Hand are the pinnacles
of what it means to be an lowan, and | wish
to recognize them as my lowan of the Week
for their remarkable dedication to the better-
ment of their state.

The Helping Hand is a volunteer organiza-
tion whose mission is to distribute food, cloth-
ing, and household items to residents in their
community for no cost. While they have been
serving the people of Warren County for years
via their walk-in food pantry, they have begun
outreach to expand their services to address
underlying issues resulting in food insecurity
such as substance misuse and mental health
services.

The Helping Hand is expanding its network
to multiple resources and services that its
community members can utilize. Not only is it
a support system for people who need food
and clothing, it is also a resource for those
who look to better their mental health as well,
not just their physical.

Sue serves on Governor Reynolds’ Advisory
Council for Brain Injuries and has started to
administer a voluntary brain injury screening
tool to the community members that utilize
The Helping Hand. While people are waiting in
the food pantry line, they are invited to partici-
pate in the screening and are then asked a
series of questions. This new programming is
in the early stages, but Sue and The Helping
Hand are hoping that they will soon be able to
provide data of the percentage of people who
have suffered from a brain injury and have
limited resources to assist them in their better-
ment. So far, The Helping Hand has screened
approximately 100 people in their food pantry
line.

Sue and The Helping Hand's desire to bet-
ter the lives of those in Warren County is in-
spiring. Whether it be facing food insecurity di-
rectly or distributing over one thousand boxes
of food and supplies, they are setting the
standards high on what it means to serve and
be served within a community. Sue and The
Helping Hand are constantly and consistently
striving to better themselves and the people
they serve, and they do this through complete
devotion, an unwavering work ethic, and huge
hearts. | am proud to recognize Sue Wilson
and The Helping Hand of Warren County as
my lowan of the week.

————

CELEBRATING THE 110TH BIRTH-
DAY OF EL DORADO NATIVE,
MRS. WILLIE BELL COGGINS

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN
OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 10, 2021
Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate the 110th birthday of El Do-
rado, Arkansas, native, Mrs. Wilie Bell
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Coggins. A Fourth District resident of over 70
years, Mrs. Coggins boasts a long life full of
family and strong values which set her apart
as joy to her community.

Born on February 25, 1911, Mrs. Coggins
was born in Summerfield, Louisiana to Andy
and Eula Davis. After marrying Woodrow
Coggins on October 8, 1949, in El Dorado,
they raised ten children together. Today, her
large family boasts of 20 grandchildren, 30
great-grandchildren, and 2 great-great-grand-
children.

It was this beautiful, large family which in-
spired her to work so hard throughout her life.
After her husband passed away in 1967, Mrs.
Coggins continued to present a hard work
ethic to provide for her family, creating a home
where “everyone felt welcome.” While this is
mostly due to her cooking skills and her tre-
mendous love of sports, according to her chil-
dren, Mrs. Coggins always seeks to live her
life in a way that is loving to all people. Her
wisdom and innate love for her neighbors
shine in her life motto: “no secrets, living right,
not hating people, and obeying God.”

| take this time today to celebrate the 110th
birthday of Mrs. Willie Bell Coggins and wish
her a life full of blessings. May we all look to
her as the truest example of kindness, hard
work, family, and love for our fellow man.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF WAYNESBORO
SALVATION ARMY

HON. JOHN JOYCE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to congratulate the Waynes-
boro Salvation Army upon the completion of a
successful Red Kettle Campaign.

This year, the Waynesboro Service Unit of
the Salvation Army continued its long history
of supporting the “Do the Most Good” pro-
gram that benefits the Waynesboro,
Greencastle and Mercersburg communities.
This year, the group overcame obstacles to
not only achieve but exceed their goal. The
Salvation Army attributes this success to the
generosity of the community members and the
help of volunteers who dedicated countless
hours over a five-week period.

The Waynesboro Salvation Army is a valued
part of our community and faithfully serves in-
dividuals and families in need. It is a pleasure
to congratulate these Pennsylvanians on a
successful Red Kettle Campaign and wish
them every continued success.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Mr. KATKO. Madam Speaker, | missed the
vote on Roll Call No. 66 on March 9, 2021.
Had | been present, | would have voted NAY
on Roll Call No. 66.

Additionally, on Roll Call No. 68, | mistak-
enly voted YEA and would like to correct my
vote to a NAY.
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HONORING BOYD McDANIELS III
HON. KWEISI MFUME

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Mr. MFUME. Madam Speaker, | rise this
morning to call attention to the passing of First
Sergeant Boyd McDaniels lll, a Fellow Brother
Mason and friend to all that would come to
know him. His funeral services are taking
place as | speak.

First Sergeant McDaniels was a dedicated
and highly accomplished soldier who served in
several high-profile conflicts, including Desert
Storm | and Il, Operation Iragi Freedom and
several other classified missions. A skilled sol-
dier, Boyd rose through the ranks of the Army
and served in both the famed 82nd Airborne
Division and 101st Airborne Division and was
also a trained marksman. He received his
training in lithography at Fort Belvoir, Virginia,
where he also served years later as a drill ser-
geant.

Boyd was a highly decorated veteran who
served with great honor and distinction. During
his service, he was the recipient of two Bronze
Star Awards. Among his other military honors
was a U.S. flag, Service Star, Office Star Pro-
fessional Badge, Basic Marks, Quail Badge,
Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Badge,
Parachutist Terrorism Service Medal, Meri-
torious Service medal, Army Commendation
Medal, Joint Meritorious Unit Award and the
Army Good Conduct Medal.

The Army is also where Boyd met his future
wife and the love of his life, Deborah, when
they were both serving in Germany. He retired
from the U.S. Military on June 1, 2003.

Boyd was also called to another type of
service while serving in the military: becoming
active in two fraternal organizations. While in
Germany he joined the Prince Hall Free and
Accepted Masons of North America becoming
the lodge’s youngest ever “Most Worshipful
Grand Master.” He would later rise to the rank
of 33rd degree. He was also a member of
Shriners International.

Boyd was a huge Dallas Cowboys and avid
South Carolina Gamecocks football fan. He
also loved his Lamar High School Silver
Foxes, his alma mater (Class of 1984). Gre-
garious, outgoing and the life of the party,
Boyd loved to have a good time and wanted
others to enjoy themselves as well.

Family was the most important thing to him.
He talked to his mom every day and adored
his wife and two sons. They were the center
of his universe.

First Sergeant McDaniels leaves to mourn
his passing a wife, Deborah McDaniels of Co-
lumbia, S.C.; two sons Bryan McDaniels of
Columbia, S.C. and Ryan McDaniels of Rock
Hill, S.C.; his parents, Rev. Boyd McDaniel, Jr.
and Mamie Lee McDaniels of Darlington, S.C.;
three siblings, Tara (Michael) Bines of Colum-
bia, S.C., Zachary (Andrea) McDaniels of Bal-
timore, MD, Connie (Troy) McDaniels Williams
of Florence S.C.; and sister-in-law Charlene
Swain (David) and two brothers-in-law, Troy
(Linda) Cummings and Ronald Cummings of
Eatonton, GA. He also has eight nieces and
nephews—Marcus, Kyla, Kelsen, Chelsea,
Kiera, Kevis, Emma and Troy Jr. Mr.
McDaniels was preceded in death by two sib-
lings, Robin Lee Williams and Phillip “Ricky”
Rueben.
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May Boyd’s soul rest in peace.

HONORING THE LIFE SAVING AC-
TIONS OF NOBLESVILLE POLICE
OFFICERS

HON. VICTORIA SPARTZ

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Mrs. SPARTZ. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor heroic actions taken by two police of-
fices in my district, Officer Tiffany Bledsoe and
Officer David Lindenschmidt of the Noblesville
Police Department. Both Officers Bledsoe and
Lindenschmidt were able to save lives in the
early morning hours of February 27, 2021.

Officer Bledsoe was dispatched to a hotel
with reports of an overdose. As the first officer
on scene, Officer Bledsoe began chest com-
pressions and rescue breaths before admin-
istering Narcan to the patient who then re-
gained consciousness and began breathing
again. About 20 hours later, a similar call
came in, prompting Officer Lindenschmidt to
respond to a report of an overdose. Officer
Lindenschmidt also administered Narcan to
the patient playing a vital role in avoiding an
opioid overdose death.

The quick actions of Officers Bledsoe and
Lindenschmidt saved lives that day. These two
officers are examples of how our policemen
and women serve and protect us every day. |
am honored to commend their actions.

———

HONORING DR. WILLIE BLAIR’S
LIFE AND LEGACY OF SERVICE

HON. JUAN VARGAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Mr. VARGAS. Madam Speaker, | rise today,
along with Congresswoman SARA JACOBS, to
honor Dr. Willie Blair. A Vietnam Combat vet-
eran, former congressional staffer, and leader
of the Black American Political Association of
California-San Diego Chapter (BAPAC).

Dr. Blair was born in 1951 in Knoxville, Ten-
nessee and was one of eight children.

He received a Bachelor of Arts in political
science from Maryville College in 1973, at-
tended Officer Candidate School in Newport,
Rhode Island and was commissioned as a
U.S. Naval Officer.

Dr. Blair served as a Naval Officer for eight
years, including a tour of duty in Vietnam as
a small boat leader, where he participated in
the evacuation of Saigon and Cambodia in
May of 1975.

After being honorably discharged in 1981,
Dr. Blair moved to San Diego and earned a
Master of Business Administration degree and
a subsequent Doctorate in Humanities and
Arts from Point Loma Nazarene University.

Dr. Blair was a special assistant to former
Congressman Bob Filner, focusing on vet-
erans’ issues, including veteran homeless-
ness, retiring in 2013.

As a San Diego community leader, Dr. Blair
left a legacy of social justice and equity.

From 2008 to 2017, he served as board
chairman for BAPAC, an organization that
strives to ensure the Black community in San
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