
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E173 February 25, 2021 
Ms. Joyner served as a legal assistant to 

State Representative Joe Lang Kershaw, the 
first African-American state legislator in Florida 
since the Reconstruction era. After law firms 
refused to hire her, Ms. Joyner opened her 
own law practice in 1991. She was the first 
Black lawyer to practice in Polk County and 
the first Black woman to practice law in 
Hillsborough County. 

Throughout her career, Ms. Joyner has 
worked to combat racial and gender inequality. 
In recognition of her efforts, she received mul-
tiple presidential appointments by President 
Bill Clinton, serving as a member of the U.S. 
delegation to the 1994 World Population De-
velopment Conference in Cairo and to the 
1995 U.N. Fourth World Conference on 
Women in Beijing. Ms. Joyner proudly partici-
pated in the ‘‘Lawyers Against Apartheid Day’’ 
at the South African Embassy in Washington, 
DC on January 8, 1985, where she was ar-
rested alongside former U.S. Attorney General 
Ramsey Clark and others. 

Ms. Joyner was elected to the Florida 
House of Representatives, where she served 
from 2000 to 2006. She was then elected to 
the Florida Senate, serving until 2016. In 
2014, she became the first Black woman cho-
sen as Senate Majority Leader. Throughout 
her career as a legislator, Ms. Joyner distin-
guished herself for her skill, leadership, and 
commitment to her constituents. 

Arthenia Joyner has spent a lifetime over-
coming adversity, breaking barriers, and fight-
ing for justice and equality. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
and celebrating Arthenia Joyner. 
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IN CELEBRATION OF WINNETONKA 
HIGH SCHOOL’S 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2021 

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today with abundant joy and everlasting hope 
to celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
Winnetonka High School, a member of the 
North Kansas City School District. For half a 
century, as an institution devoted to instilling 
the fundamental values of tradition, respect, 
unity, and excellence, Winnetonka High 
School has consistently proven itself to be far 
more than just a brick-and-mortar school. 

1971 represented the first year that students 
were warmly welcomed to Winnetonka High 
School, a place that future alumni would call 
a ‘‘home away from home.’’ Beginning that 
year, Winnetonka embarked on an endeavor 
to simultaneously provide opportunities to its 
students and service to its community. When 
those first 600 students opened the doors of 
Winnetonka High School for the first time back 
on March 1, 1971, they began a tradition of 
excellence that has been carried on by thou-
sands of students since. In that first year, the 
students and staff collaborated to create an 
environment where they could explore their 
possibilities, prioritize building positive relation-
ships with others, and celebrate the unique 
purpose that inspires each student. 

While many things have changed in our 
country and in the Kansas City community 
over the past fifty years, excellence and inno-

vation have remained constant at Winnetonka. 
Committed to closing the opportunity gap, 
Winnetonka was the first high school in Mis-
souri to be designated as a National Dem-
onstration School for the Advancement Via In-
dividual Determination (AVID) program. This 
designation was earned after years of helping 
students find success in both their school and 
their community through collaboration, inquiry, 
and relationship building. These principles 
have provided the bedrock of the many suc-
cessful student organizations that generations 
of Winnetonka Griffins have helped create. 
Groups like the acclaimed student publication 
Griffin Rites, the Muslim Student Association, 
the Blacks Achieving Greatness organization, 
and the National Honors Society all work to 
create an inclusive, empowering, and exciting 
space where students can realize their full po-
tential. Winnetonka students have relished 
these opportunities, with several becoming 
National Merit Scholarship semi-finalists and 
thousands more finding success in their ca-
reers after graduation. Dr. Eric Johnson, 
Winnetonka’s principal, acknowledged after he 
was named the 2020 Missouri Principal of the 
Year that the accolades of the faculty and staff 
were only made possible by the good fortune 
of having one-of-a-kind students at a one-of-a- 
kind school. It is clear for all to see that Kan-
sas City is a better place to live because of 
the impact that Winnetonka High School grad-
uates have on our community every day. 

In a letter to Booker T. Washington, Mis-
souri-born scientist George Washington 
Carver wrote that ‘‘Education is the key to 
unlock the golden door of freedom.’’ By at-
tending Winnetonka High School, Kansas City 
students not only gain the freedom that comes 
with opportunity, but also the skills and abili-
ties needed to achieve their version of the 
American Dream. As we look to the next fifty 
years, there are certainly a great many unan-
swered questions weighing heavily on our 
minds. However, one thing remains certain: 
Winnetonka High School will continue its ever-
lasting endeavor to provide that most precious 
key to freedom to all students who pass 
through its doors. 

Madam Speaker, colleagues, please join me 
in extending our warm congratulations and 
very best wishes to the administration, faculty, 
staff, parents, and students of Winnetonka 
High School as they commemorate fifty years 
of exceptional service to Kansas City, and fur-
ther extend our best wishes for their continued 
success. Let us also embrace Winnetonka 
High School’s mission in our own lives; let it 
inspire us to educate others responsively, em-
brace our duties fully, and prepare holistically 
the next generation of American leaders, so 
that we can fulfill our unique purposes and 
change our community, our country, and our 
world for the better. 
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OBSERVING THE 28TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE KHOJALY TRAG-
EDY 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2021 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Madam Speaker, I want to 
call into remembrance of the hundreds of 
Azerbaijanis killed in Khojaly on February 25 

and 26, 1992. Since the beginning of the 
armed conflict between Armenia and Azer-
baijan in the late 1980s, it is reported that the 
Khojaly tragedy was the single worst day in 
this conflict, resulting in hundreds of lives lost, 
families devastated, and the town destroyed. 

A cease-fire was negotiated in 1994, but the 
conflict remains unresolved. In the wake of the 
2020 fighting between Azerbaijan and Armenia 
in the Nagorno-Karabakh, it is my hope and 
prayer that the barriers to peace that have 
persisted for the last three decades can be re-
solved. Long-term peace, security, and re-
gional cooperation are in the best interests of 
the entire region of the South Caucasus and 
the world. 

The U.S. and Azerbaijan established diplo-
matic relations in 1992, the same year as the 
Khojaly tragedy. Since then, Azerbaijan has 
been a key partner in the War on Terror, and 
the two nations share a Trade Relations 
Agreement and a Bilateral Investment Treaty. 

The anniversary of this tragedy is an appro-
priate time to remember the lives of all the 
men, women, and children who were killed, 
and to recommit to working together to pre-
vent such atrocities from occurring again. 
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HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
ROBERT DOYLE 

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 25, 2021 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today with Congressman MIKE THOMPSON, 
Congressman JERRY MCNERNEY, Congress-
man ERIC SWALWELL, Congresswoman BAR-
BARA LEE, and Congressman RO KHANNA to 
recognize the service of an esteemed leader 
in Contra Costa County, Robert Doyle. 

Robert began his career with the East Bay 
Regional Park District in 1973 as a Park 
Ranger. Through decades of hard work and 
devotion to the betterment of our community, 
Robert rose through the ranks of the Park Dis-
trict until being appointed as General Manager 
in 2010. His numerous professional accom-
plishments include increasing the Park Dis-
trict’s public lands and trails by more than 
61,000 acres and obtaining over $100 million 
in local, state, and federal grant funding for 
trail and land projects. Robert also established 
the Resources Enhancement Mitigation Pro-
gram that funded millions of dollars in restora-
tion projects for parks and open space. 

Robert’s work, however, went beyond the 
logistics of land acquisition and was focused 
around the idea that parks should be a haven 
for everyone in the community. As General 
Manager, Robert led efforts to diversify the 
Park District’s user base to better embrace 
disadvantaged youth and other underserved 
populations. Civic engagement was supported 
by a Multicultural Advisory Committee and in-
cluded programs such as the Adventure Crew/ 
Richmond Rangers, Wellness Walks, and the 
school-based Kids Healthy Outdoor Challenge. 
Additionally, the Healthy Parks Health People 
initiative sought to connect the health benefits 
of being outdoors with individuals at high risk 
for chronic illness. The inclusivity of the com-
munity outreach that Robert oversaw has cre-
ated new links between our natural environ-
ment and community members. This in-
creased engagement ensures that our parks 
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and open spaces will be taken care of and en-
joyed by future generations. As a testament to 
his remarkable career, in March 2018, Robert 
received the President’s Award for Advocacy 
and Advancing the Park Profession from the 
California Park and Recreation Society. 

In addition to his work with the Park District, 
Robert was a founding board member of Save 
Mt. Diablo, Inc. and negotiated the acquisi-
tions of 5,000 acres for Mt. Diablo State Park. 

He was also a founding member of Bay Area 
Open Space, which advocates for environ-
mental conservation through legislation. 

Robert is known by his colleagues as a 
dedicated and visionary leader who inspires 
others to also work for the betterment of our 
community. We have enjoyed working with 
Robert and the East Bay Regional Park Dis-
trict on many projects, including the former 
Concord Naval Weapons Station and Habitat 

Conservation Plan/Natural Community Con-
servation Plan. We thank Robert for his serv-
ice with the East Bay Regional Park District 
and wish him great joy in retirement. Please 
join me, Congressman MIKE THOMPSON, Con-
gressman JERRY MCNERNEY, Congressman 
ERIC SWALWELL, Congresswoman BARBARA 
LEE, and Congressman RO KHANNA in hon-
oring Robert for his many contributions to our 
community. 
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