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in the arts. She was also a key member of the
French Resistance movement during World
War Il, acting as a spy, as she gathered intel-
ligence and smuggled messages for resist-
ance forces.

After the war, Madame Baker was awarded
with one of France’s top military honors, the
Croix de Guerre, for her role in resisting occu-
pation under the Nazis.

Even as France became her home, Ma-
dame Baker never turned her back on the
United States and the social injustice hap-
pening here. She used her celebrity to push
against Jim Crow segregation and leveraged
her platform to support the Civil Rights Move-
ment happening at the time. On numerous oc-
casions, she returned to the United States to
perform. However, she refused to play in seg-
regated establishments and championed racial
equality—including right here in the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area.

In the 1950’s Madame Baker appeared with
Paul Robeson supporting better pay for Oak-
land dock workers and longshoreman, she
took part in Berkeley protests demanding
Black people be hired as transit workers on
the Key Line, and she warned that she would
not perform at San Francisco’s Golden Gate
Theatre unless Black patrons could buy tickets
to her concerts.

For her civil rights activities in challenging
racial segregation, Madame Baker was la-
beled “a communist troublemaker” and put on
the FBI watchlist. She lost her U.S. citizenship
rights for over a decade.

It was not until the intervention of then U.S.
Attorney General, Robert Kennedy, that she
was finally allowed to return to the U.S. in
1963 to speak at the March on Washington.

Wearing her French Resistance military uni-
form, Madame Baker was one of the few
women speakers to address the crowd that
day as a quarter million people gathered be-
fore the Lincoln monument.

“You know | have always taken the rocky
path,” she told the crowd. “l never took the
easy one, but as | get older, and as | knew |
had the power and the strength, | took that
rocky path and | tried to smooth it out a little.
| wanted to make it easier for you. | want you
to have a chance at what | had.”

This is the legacy of Madame Josephine
Baker that we celebrate and uplift on the glob-
al stage. From the Pantheon in Paris to the
halls of the U.S. Congress, we honor her con-
tributions, courage, and conviction to make
this world a better place for us all.

On behalf of the 13th Congressional District
of California, | commend Madame Josephine
Baker for her service and dedication.

SEA ISLE CITY BEACH PATROL

HON. JEFFERSON VAN DREW

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 30, 2021

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, in Octo-
ber, | had the opportunity to attend the Sea
Isle City Beach Patrol Annual Hall of Fame In-
duction. The Sea Isle Beach Patrol was offi-
cially formed in 1919 to protect beachgoers
who vacationed in the popular resort town. It
started as just two lifeguards and three volun-
teers and has now grown into a large group.
At the induction | attended, Robert Herzog, Bill
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Feaster, Jr., Jim Guntle, Jordy Troyan, Danny
Rodgers, and Pat Scannapieco were inducted
into the Beach Patrol Hall of Fame. These in-
dividuals should be proud of their accomplish-
ments and service to South Jersey, and it was
my honor to watch the ceremony. God Bless
the Sea Isle Beach Patrol, and God Bless
America.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MONDAIRE JONES

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 30, 2021

Mr. JONES. Madam Speaker, due to per-
sonal reasons, | was unable to record my
vote.

Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 386.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF KATHRYN
BONNIE HASSETT

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 30, 2021

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Kathryn Bonnie Hassett. Kath-
ryn passed away in her Merced home on Au-
gust 26, 2021 after a seven-year battle with
cancer. Kathryn was a mother, daughter,
grandmother, and friend.

Kathryn was the daughter of Ken and Midge
Riggs. She went to school in Merced, Cali-
fornia at Merced High School and later went
on to study at California State University,
Fresno where she received her Bachelor of
Arts in Health Sciences. After graduating from
Fresno State, Kathryn attended the University
of San Francisco where she graduated with
her Master of Arts Degree in Educational Psy-
chology, with an emphasis on Marriage and
Family.

She was reunited with Frank “Flip” Hassett
while attending Fresno State, as they had first
met when they were much younger at the
Skimmers swim meets. During their time in
college, they dated until they were married in
1975, after Kathy began her career in Social
Services with Merced County while Flip
coached swimming and water polo. They had
two children together in 1977 and 1979.

In her free time, Kathy always enjoyed try-
ing new things while spending time outdoors
and traveling. She and her husband Flip espe-
cially loved rafting in Class 5 rivers all over the
West and even in the Colorado River through
the Grand Canyon. In addition to rafting, Kathy
was skilled at snow and water skiing in Yo-
semite, Lake Tahoe, China Peak, and various
other locations.

Once she retired after 35 years with Merced
County, Kathy continued her love for travel
and exploration by partaking in several sea
and river cruises all over the world, including
a Disney Cruise in 2018 to Cabo San Lucas,
when she was able to bring all of their children
and grandchildren along for the trip.

Kathy was an active member of various
community organizations in Merced including
the League of Women Votes, Leadership
Merced—Class 14, United Way, the Hospital

November 30, 2021

Assistance League, MCMC Foundation, Fed-
eral Emergency Management Team, Con-
tinuity of Care Committee, Specialized Man-
agement Area Response Team, Adult Serv-
ices Committee, and CalWorks Advisory Com-
mittee. In addition to her commitment to
Merced County, Kathy also worked in associa-
tions at the state level, including Child Protec-
tive Services, Adult Protective Services, and
Human Services Directors.

Her dedication to her community dem-
onstrated her immense faith in humanity. Her
warm spirit and loving charm was something
she never failed to share with her children,
family, and the community of the Central Val-
ley and California as a whole.

Kathy is survived by her loving husband
Frank “Flip” Hassett; her children Heather
Shepherd (Kelcey) and Frank Hassett
(Amber); and siblings Karen Davey (Erwin),
Curtis Riggs (Gaye), and Kraig Riggs (Robin).

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring the life of Kathryn Bonnie
Hassett. Her service and contributions to the
Central Valley and the State of California will
be long remembered. | join her family and
friends in celebrating Kathryn’s life.

————

HONORING DAVID N. SHAFER

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 30, 2021

Ms. SANCHEZ. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to honor David N. Shafer, a constituent
who lives in Whittier, California, as he retires
after 31 years of work providing affordable
housing for American families.

David has dedicated his life to increasing
access to affordable housing for Californians.
During his tenure at WNC, a leading afford-
able housing fund, David served as Chief
Legal Officer and oversaw all legal affairs. In
this role, he was instrumental in the under-
writing, negotiation, and acquisition of more
than 1,400 affordable housing communities
representing over 93,000 apartment units for
low-income families, senior citizens, and vet-
erans.

David contributed his extensive insight and
knowledge of affordable housing to his indus-
try by serving as president and long-time
member of the board of directors of the Cali-
fornia Council for Affordable Housing and as
director for the Council of Affordable and Rural
Housing. Guided by an unwavering commit-
ment to “do the right thing,” David has been
a respected mentor to a countless number of
colleagues in his career.

David has been married for 34 years to his
wife Monica. David and Monica are blessed
with three children and seven grandchildren.
David’s children describe him as the rock and
foundation of their family. They praise him for
his kindness, compassion, attentiveness, and
love.

| ask my colleagues to join me in wishing
David Shafer a happy retirement and thanking
him for years of service in the affordable hous-
ing space. His work has improved the lives of
many individuals and will continue to do so for
years to come.
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REMEMBERING KEVIN NISHITA

HON. ERIC SWALWELL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 30, 2021

Mr. SWALWELL. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize Kevin Fumito Nishita, a retired San
Francisco Bay Area police officer who was
murdered in a senseless act of gun violence
while working as a security guard for a tele-
vision crew in Oakland, CA.

Kevin’s death has devastated not only his
family and friends, but also the Bay Area’s law
enforcement and journalism communities,
which had come to know him as an energetic,
professional protector and a supportive friend.
He died protecting practitioners of one of our
nation’s most sacred rights: the freedom of the
press.

Kevin served as an officer with the Oakland
Housing Authority Police Department and the
Hayward Police Department before joining the
San Jose Police Department in 2001. There,
he worked as a Gang Investigations detective
as well as working the Gaming/Vice Unit. In
addition to his police assignments, Kevin also
spent some time representing his peers as a
director with the San José Police Officers As-
sociation.

He then joined the Colma Police Depart-
ment in 2012, serving as a Detective, Field
Training Officer, and Officer in Charge before
being promoted to Sergeant in 2015 and retir-
ing in 2018. Since early 2020, Kevin worked
with the Star Protection Agency, often accom-
panying personnel from various Bay Area tele-
vision stations into unsafe areas.

He was protecting a KRON4 news crew in
downtown Oakland at midday on Nov. 24
when a group of men attempted to rob the
crew of its camera. Kevin intervened and was
shot; he succumbed to his injuries three days
later.

He is survived by his wife, Virginia Nishita;
his mother, Mary Yukiko Nishita; his father,
Dan Fumito Nishita; his stepson, Enrique
Ramiro Serrano; his daughter-in-law, Elaine
Hebron Edjan; his daughter, Maureen
Campos; his son-in-law, Marlowe Campos;
and his grandsons, Titus Mackoa Campos,
Kahuna Cudi Campos, and Dash Wilfred
Campos.

Colleagues remember Kevin by nicknames
including “Turbo” and “Stitch,” after the ani-
mated character, for his high-energy, always-
moving persona. His family says he was an
extremely hard worker who never asked for
anything in return, who opened his home to so
many people who needed help, a man of deep
compassion.

Kevin Nishita’s death should be a wake-up
call that gun violence is a scourge upon our
communities that must be addressed and
stopped, His life should be remembered as a
celebration of public service and fellowship, a
model for all who knew and loved him. | offer
his family, friends, and colleagues my deepest
condolences on this terrible loss.
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COMMEMORATING THE KINGDOM
OF BAHRAIN’'S 50TH NATIONAL
DAY

HON. SCOTT PERRY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 30, 2021

Mr. PERRY. Madam Speaker, on December
16, the Kingdom of Bahrain will mark its 50th
National Day. I'm joined by many of my col-
leagues in congratulating the Bahraini people
on this impressive milestone.

The contributions of the Kingdom of Bahrain
to the peace and security of the wider Middle
East region cannot be understated; look no
further than the support of Bahrain in assisting
U.S. evacuation efforts in Afghanistan, or to
the Kingdom’s hosting of the U.S. Navy’s 5th
Fleet. Bahrain also assists U.S. counterter-
rorism efforts in marginalizing the use of
drones by Iranian proxy groups.

Bahrain remains an instrumental security
partner and ally of the United States. In 2002,
Bahrain became a Major Non-NATO Ally, a
designation given only to close partner states.
Through our enhanced defense cooperation,
we have been able to curtail the malign and
toxic influence of the Iranian regime.

The Kingdom of Bahrain has so clearly aug-
mented the prospect for regional peace
through its participation in the Abraham Ac-
cords, and now maintains an embassy in
Israel. Bahrain’s Constitution continues to en-
shrine freedom of religion guarantees for all
Bahraini citizens—to include women’s right to
vote and run for office.

In recognition of its 50th National Day, |
warmly congratulate the people of Bahrain on
the founding of their young nation, and wish
them good health, prosperity, and security for
many more years.

—

IN RECOGNITION OF MARY BETH
WALKER AND HER SERVICE TO
THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON THE
JUDICIARY

HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 30, 2021

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, | rise—
along with HANK JOHNSON, Chair of the Sub-
committee on Courts, Intellectual Property,
and the Internet—to thank Mary Beth Walker
for her service to the Committee as a counsel
detailed from the U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office to the Subcommittee on Courts, Intel-
lectual Property, and the Internet.

Over the past two-and-a-half years, Mary
Beth has helped the Committee achieve a
great deal. This includes the passage last
Congress of the Trademark Modernization Act,
which, among other things, responded to the
growing number of fraudulent trademark appli-
cations as well as the documented large num-
ber of unused marks on the register by cre-
ating two new ex parte proceedings to remove
registered trademarks that were not in use
when the application was made, or had never
been used. This will help those seeking new
registrations, like small businesses, have a
better chance at obtaining a strong trademark
of their initial preference.
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Mary Beth was also instrumental in advanc-
ing the SHOP SAFE Act in this Congress.
This bill seeks to address the scourge of
counterfeits being sold by third parties on on-
line e-commerce platforms by reforming a dec-
ade-old liability structure established by case
law rather than Congress. Mary Beth worked
tirelessly with stakeholders and other Con-
gressional staff to try to ensure that the bill
strikes the right balance to make a meaningful
difference in reducing the number of counter-
feits being sold to unsuspecting consumers.

Mary Beth has shown herself to be a dedi-
cated public servant and a true team player,
willing to help out on other hearings and intel-
lectual property issues that came before the
Committee. We will miss her greatly, but we
are glad that her expertise will remain in serv-
ice to the public with her return to the U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office as an Associate
Solicitor.

We thank Mary Beth for her service to the
Committee and wish her the best of luck with
the next chapter in her career.

——

HONORING DR. DAVID VIERRA FOR
HIS SERVICE TO THE ANTELOPE
VALLEY UNION HIGH SCHOOL
DISTRICT

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 30, 2021

Mr. MCCARTHY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Dr. David Vierra for 40 years
of service in public education and the lasting
contributions he has made to the Antelope
Valley, his lifelong home. In August of this
year, David retired from his position as Ante-
lope Valley Union High School District Super-
intendent after serving for nearly two decades
in that role.

Upon graduating from Antelope Valley High
School in Lancaster, California, one of the
very schools that he would later serve as Dis-
trict Superintendent, David earned his bach-
elor's degree from California State University,
Northridge, and subsequently began his ca-
reer in education in 1981 as a teacher in the
Lancaster Elementary School District. Soon
after, he took his talents abroad, serving in the
U.S. Department of Defense as an instructor
at Kaiserslautern American High School in
Germany, where he also coached football and
basketball.

In 1998, David became the Assistant Super-
intendent of Personnel Services at the Ante-
lope Valley Union High School District and just
four years later—a true testament to his inher-
ent leadership skills—David was tapped to
lead the school district as Superintendent.
Under David’s direction, the Antelope Valley
Union High School District has transformed
into a vastly successful school system that
prepares students for the 21st century and
has even been internationally recognized. In
2018, Antelope Valley Union High School Dis-
trict received a special, six-year districtwide
accreditation from the Accreditation Commis-
sion for Schools, Western Association of
Schools and Colleges (WASC), a world-re-
nowned accrediting association in the United
States that works closely with the Office of
Overseas Schools under the Department of
State. The Antelope Valley Union High School
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