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thank Tieffa ‘‘Ti’’ Harper for her service to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Ti came to the Committee as a detailee 
from the Federal Public Defender’s Office ear-
lier this year, and she has contributed greatly 
to the work of the committee. Ti has worked 
on a broad range of issues, including, among 
other areas, reauthorization of the Violence 
Against Women Act, oversight of the Bureau 
of Prisons, sentencing reform—including ad-
dressing the crack cocaine sentencing dis-
parity through the EQUAL Act—and juvenile 
justice. 

The Committee has significantly benefited 
from Ti’s insight as a public defender, her so-
phisticated legal analysis skills, and her knowl-
edge of the criminal justice system. Ti was 
able to quickly jump into the work of the Com-
mittee when her detail began, expertly ana-
lyzing complex legislation, drafting policy op-
tions to address some of the most pressing 
criminal justice issues of our time, and pre-
paring for hearings and markups. 

The Committee and the American people 
have been fortunate to have Ti as a strong ad-
vocate for a more just legal system during her 
time working in Congress. While we will miss 
Ti greatly, we congratulate her on her new po-
sition with the Southern Poverty Law Center. 

We thank Ti for her service to the Com-
mittee and wish her the best of luck with this 
new chapter. 
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RECOGNIZING BAKERSFIELD 
COLLEGE 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 12, 2021 

Mr. VALADAO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Bakersfield College for 
their incredible work and commitment to high-
er education. 

Bakersfield College is a vital institution in 
our community. The staff, students, and fac-
ulty of this school are completely dedicated to 
quality education and are a model to all of us 
in California’s Central Valley. 

This year, Bakersfield College has once 
again received statewide recognition for their 
commitment to excellence by being awarded 
the Champion of Higher Education by the 
Campaign for College Opportunity. This award 
recognizes Bakersfield College for their cre-
ative work to advance educational success 
among their students, many of whom are first 
generation Americans. 

This is the fourth consecutive year that Ba-
kersfield College will be receiving recognition 
as a Champion of Higher Education. Winning 
this award year after year demonstrates their 
commitment to creative solutions that help stu-
dents grow academically, as well as reduce 
barriers to entry. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing the incredible work of both 
the students and faculty of Bakersfield Col-
lege. They are a vital part of our community, 
and I wish them continued success in their en-
during pursuit to provide high-quality education 
opportunities to our community. 

RECOGNIZING TEXAS MEMORIAL 
ILLUMINATION AT SAN JACINTO 
IN LA PORTE, TX 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 12, 2021 

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the San Jacinto Museum and Bat-
tlefield Association, the Texas Historical Com-
mission, and the volunteers honoring the thou-
sands of Texans who selflessly gave their 
lives in armed conflict around the world. From 
the start of the Texas Revolution in 1835 
through the war in Afghanistan, 21,500 Texan 
lives have been lost. 

On November 13, 2021, volunteers will 
place and light 21,500 luminaries on the San 
Jacinto Battleground State Historic Site to 
honor every Texan who made the ultimate 
sacrifice. Each luminary reminds us that free-
dom is not free and honors all those who 
humbly gave their lives to protect our liberties, 

Madam Speaker, I would like to recognize 
and express my gratitude to ‘‘The Texas Me-
morial Illumination at San Jacinto’’ and their 
volunteers for their hard work to honor those 
Texans who died fighting for what they be-
lieved in. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE RESOLU-
TION EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR 
THE DESIGNATION OF THE 
MONTH OF NOVEMBER 2021 AS 
‘‘PANCREATIC CANCER AWARE-
NESS MONTH’’ 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 12, 2021 

Mr. CARSON. Madam Speaker, I am 
pleased to introduce a bipartisan resolution 
today with my colleagues, Representatives 
ESHOO, MCKINLEY, and MCCLAIN. Our resolu-
tion raises awareness about pancreatic cancer 
and the importance of increased Congres-
sional funding for research by expressing sup-
port for the designation of the month of No-
vember 2021 as Pancreatic Cancer Aware-
ness Month. I am grateful for Representatives 
ESHOO, MCKINLEY, and MCCLAIN’s leadership 
in helping to combat pancreatic cancer. 

Recently, pancreatic cancer has killed three 
American icons: Congressman John Lewis, 
Congressman Alcee Hastings, and Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. Accurately 
described as a silent killer, this disease does 
not have an early detection test, so unfortu-
nately, by year’s end, pancreatic cancer will 
have killed an estimated 47,050 Americans 
and is the third largest cause of cancer-related 
death in our country. As COVID–19 continues 
to rob us of our fellow Americans, pancreatic 
cancer continues to devastate thousands of 
American families and communities. In my 
home state of Indiana, nearly 1,000 Hoosiers 
will be killed by pancreatic cancer by year’s 
end, and almost 2,000 Hoosiers will be newly 
diagnosed with this terrible disease. Nation-
wide, an additional 60,430 Americans will be 
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer this year. 

These horrific statistics highlight how few 
tools exist to detect this disease and, as a re-

sult, the immense pain and suffering it causes. 
Alarmingly, pancreatic cancer still has no early 
detection test to quickly and accurately deter-
mine the presence of this cancer. As a result, 
it is very difficult to detect this cancer before 
it has advanced to later—and more deadly— 
stages. Tragically, 72 percent of pancreatic 
cancer patients live less than one year fol-
lowing their diagnosis. This was the case for 
our colleague, Congressman John Lewis, who 
was killed by pancreatic cancer less than a 
year following his diagnosis. 

The COVID–19 pandemic has also high-
lighted how longstanding health disparities and 
lack of access to care results in dispropor-
tionate numbers of infections and deaths from 
this virus in communities of color. Sadly, the 
same is true with pancreatic cancer. The inci-
dence rate for pancreatic cancer among Black 
Americans is twenty percent higher than that 
of any other racial demographic and the death 
rate is seventeen percent higher for Black 
men than for white men. In this way, the lack 
of pancreatic cancer early detection research 
accelerates the racial inequities in our health 
care system, with devastating consequences 
for minorities. 

To help detect pancreatic cancer earlier and 
to help address racial inequities, the 117th 
Congress has a unique opportunity to make 
historic investments in pancreatic cancer re-
search at the Department of Defense (DoD). 
Congress can do this by increasing funding to 
pancreatic cancer research. Within this re-
search funding, DoD should include early de-
tection research as a major funding priority to 
help more patients detect this deadly disease 
early. In fact, if diagnosed early, the 5-year 
survival rate for pancreatic cancer patients is 
above 80 percent. Current pancreatic cancer 
research funding remains at a fraction of the 
level that our fellow Americans struggling with 
this disease deserve. That’s why it is so crit-
ical that we raise awareness about how dead-
ly and destructive this cancer is to our Amer-
ican family, and why increasing pancreatic 
cancer research is critical to lowering this dis-
ease’s deadliness. 

Moreover, at a time when our country is 
having a national conversation about the deep 
disparities in access to health care for Black 
and Brown people during the COVID–19 pan-
demic, Congress must do everything within 
our power to improve health outcomes through 
research and treatment, and that includes 
pancreatic cancer. And in order to ensure that 
we improve outcomes, we need to raise 
awareness with the American public and our 
colleagues in Congress about just how deadly 
this cancer is and why we need to find early 
detection tools, effective treatments and re-
duce this disease’s disproportionate impact on 
communities of color. 

I urge my colleagues in the House to sup-
port this resolution. 
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RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF DR. MICHAEL 
EDUARDO CORTÉS 

HON. JASON CROW 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 12, 2021 

Mr. CROW. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the accomplishments of Dr. Michael 
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Eduardo Cortés and congratulate him on his 
retirement. Throughout his career, Dr. Cortés 
has played an integral role in strengthening 
and empowering our district’s Latino commu-
nity. 

Cortés’ career in academia has taken him 
across the nation, with faculty and administra-
tive appointments at the University of Colo-
rado Denver, the University of San Francisco, 
and the University of California, Berkeley, 
where he taught graduate courses in social 
policy advocacy and public policy analysis. 
Cortés also served as Scholar in Residence 
and Special Community Member at the Uni-
versity of Denver Graduate School of Social 
Work where he tackled questions surrounding 
income security and care for disabled Latino 
elders, policy analysis and advocacy by public 
charities, and improvement of curricula in 
schools of social work. 

His contribution to the community did not 
stop there. Dr. Cortés spends much of his 
time outside work volunteering to help Latinos 
in Colorado solve problems facing their com-
munities. Recently, Dr. Cortés was honored by 
the Latino Caucus in the Colorado General 
Assembly for his work as executive director at 
the Colorado Latino Leadership, Advocacy, 
and Research Organization (CLLARO). In this 
role, he led the organization in its effort to em-
power Latinos across Colorado through lead-
ership development, advocacy, and policy re-
search. 

Dr. Cortés’ extraordinary career and service 
to our community has caused a positive ripple 
effect across our community that has certainly 
not gone unnoticed. I congratulate Dr. Cortés 
on his retirement and thank him for his incred-
ible dedication to our community. 
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RECOGNIZING ANTONIO ‘‘TONY’’ 
D’AGOSTINI FOR HIS SERVICE TO 
OUR COUNTRY AND HIS COMMU-
NITY 

HON. LISA C. McCLAIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 12, 2021 

Mrs. MCCLAIN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Antonio ‘‘Tony’’ D’Agostini 
of Sterling Heights, Michigan, for his decades 
long service to our country and his community. 

Born in Italy, Tony soon moved with his 
family to Canada and then Michigan. In Sep-

tember of 1965, Tony was drafted into the 
United States Army and served in the 9th In-
fantry Division, 15th Engineer Battalion. After 
spending time at Fort Riley in Kansas, Tony 
was sent to Vietnam, spending a year there 
before returning home and leaving the service 
in August 1967. More than 50 years later, 
Tony still pays tribute and keeps the memory 
of his fallen comrades alive. Just this past 
week, Tony and his wife came to Washington 
for Veterans Day in order to honor and re-
member those who paid the ultimate sacrifice. 

After his service, Tony spent some time in 
college before joining his dad and brother in 
the family construction company. Tony retired 
a few years ago, after roughly a half century 
of work. Outside of work, Tony has given back 
to his community. For example, he has an an-
nual car show that raises money for soup 
kitchens, and he has given money to organi-
zations such as Forgotten Harvest, who help 
ensure food that would otherwise go to waste 
is delivered to the hungry. His philosophy is 
simple, as he said, ‘‘we just help people that 
really need help.’’ For his philanthropic efforts, 
Tony was the recent recipient of a humani-
tarian award. 

Madam Speaker, Tony D’Agostini is a self-
less American patriot. He has served his 
country with honor and his community with 
compassion. The legacy he has built is one of 
altruism and of thoughtfulness for others. I 
hope he is proud of the contributions he has 
made to this country and its citizens. I thank 
Tony for his service, for keeping the memory 
of America’s heroes alive, and for his devotion 
to others. He has set an example I hope all 
will follow. I wish him nothing but the best as 
he continues to lead a life of selfless dedica-
tion to others. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF DR. 
CHARLES E. HAWTHORNE 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, November 12, 2021 

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Doctor Charles E. 
Hawthorne of Ann Arbor, Michigan, who 
passed away on November 1st. His lifetime of 
service and dedication to our community is 
worthy of commendation. 

The son of Jesse and Cleanna Hawthorne, 
Dr. Hawthorne felt the call to serve from a 

young age. A graduate of Cooley High School 
in Detroit, Michigan, he started and led a cam-
pus ministry called Youth For Christ. In col-
lege, Dr. Hawthorne founded the United Stu-
dents for Christ ministry. He graduated from 
the University of Michigan with a B.A. in Soci-
ology and M.A. in Guidance & Counseling. 
While still studying in university, he became a 
licensed minister in 1976 through Pastor 
James E. Slappy, Jr. and was ordained to the 
ministry in 1978 by Bishop J.S. Bailey. He 
later graduated summa cum laude from Trinity 
Theological Seminary with a Ph.D. in Biblical 
Counseling in 1987. 

As soon as Dr. Hawthorne graduated from 
the University of Michigan he stepped into 
ministry full-time with United Ministries in High-
er Education at Eastern Michigan University. A 
talented preacher, he spread his passion at 
college campuses across Michigan and 
touched the lives of countless students. In 
1980, he founded Labor of Love Ministries, 
and in 1982 it officially became a church. 
Labor of Love Ministries located in Ypsilanti, 
Michigan, where Dr. Hawthorne served as 
Senior Pastor, has been a faithful gathering 
place and spiritual home for so many. 

Described by those who knew him as a vi-
sionary leader and passionate teacher, Dr. 
Hawthorne sought to spread his faith around 
the nation and the world but felt strongest 
about serving his home church and loving 
community here in Michigan. A leader not only 
in the world of ministry, he was a member of 
the Ministerial Alliance of Ann Arbor and Ypsi-
lanti and the Pastors Alliance for County 
Transformation. Dr. Hawthorne also served as 
President and CEO of Hawthorne Ministries, 
President of Samaritan Community Develop-
ment Corporation, Superintendent of the 
Northeast Michigan Headquarters District, and 
as a Board Member of the Church of God in 
Christ Missions Department, A man with a tre-
mendous heart, beloved by his family, stu-
dents, and congregation alike—he will never 
be forgotten. 

Madam Speaker. I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the life of Dr. Charles E. Haw-
thorne, a pillar of our community and a man 
of true faith. His legacy is one that will remain 
for years to come in the hearts of those who 
knew him. Our thoughts are with his family— 
wife Donna, children Charles II and 
LaDonna—friends, and their congregation at 
this time. 
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