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The Secretary should also simplify and 

streamline the procedures for delivering 
Weatherization investments, including the pro-
cedures for retrofitting entire multi-family build-
ings and the regulations regarding combina-
tion of Weatherization and funding available 
from other public or private sources for the 
same general purposes. 

f 

CELEBRATING HISPANIC HERIT-
AGE MONTH AND HONORING 
AMY MERCADO 

HON. STEPHANIE N. MURPHY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 8, 2021 

Mrs. MURPHY of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
as part of our national celebration of Hispanic 
Heritage Month, I am paying tribute to Florid-
ians who have made outstanding contributions 
to our community and our country. 

Today I rise to honor Amy Mercado. 
Amy was born and raised in the Bronx. Her 

mother, Carmen, was a New York City Police 
Officer, while her father, Victor, was a New 
York City Transit Police Detective. Amy and 
her family moved to Central Florida in 1996. 

In 2004, Amy earned her bachelor’s degree 
from American Intercontinental University and 
later earned her Executive MBA from the Jack 
Welch Management Institute at Strayer Uni-
versity. She worked in health care at Florida 
Hospital Orlando, now Advent Health. Amy 
has also served as the Director of Operations 
for a U.S. Department of Agriculture Specialty 
Crops Program. Beyond these roles, Amy has 
worked in other diverse industries, including 
management, operations, and legal services. 

In 2016, the people of House District 48 
elected Amy to represent them in the Florida 
House of Representatives. She was subse-
quently re-elected in 2018. In 2020, Amy was 
elected to the office of Orange County Prop-
erty Appraiser and is the first Latina ever to 
serve in this role. 

Amy has continued to positively impact Cen-
tral Florida through her public service and 
community activism. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
and celebrating Amy Mercado. 
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CELEBRATING REGIONAL WATER 
AUTHORITY’S 20TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. AMI BERA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 8, 2021 

Mr. BERA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Regional Water Authority and 
congratulate them on their 20th anniversary. 

A reliable water supply is critical to the Sac-
ramento region as it allows our families to 
thrive and our businesses to grow. The Re-
gional Water Authority (RWA) was formed in 
2001 with a focus on addressing the reliability, 
quality, affordability, and availability of our re-
gion’s water supply. RWA is made of up cities, 
water and irrigation districts, mutual water 
companies, investor-owned water utilities and 
community services districts. 

Over its 20 years of work, RWA has played 
a critical role in supporting effective manage-

ment of our region’s water resources. From fa-
cilitating implementation of our region’s con-
junctive use program to reduce diversions 
from the American River during dry water 
years to preparing the American River Basin 
Integrated Regional Water Management Plan, 
RWA has served the Sacramento region well. 
Its work will continue to be critical as we face 
a changing climate and work towards a resil-
ient water supply to support our vibrant econ-
omy. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in thanking 
the Regional Water Authority for their 20 years 
of work on behalf of the greater Sacramento 
region, and I look forward to working with 
them over the next 20 years. 
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HONORING JUDY SWANSON 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 8, 2021 

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Judy Swanson as she is honored 
by Peninsula Family Service (PFS) with a Life-
time Achievement Award. ‘‘Lifetime’’ has a 
special meaning in the case of this remarkable 
woman whom I’ve been honored to call a dear 
friend for over 35 years. 

Judy is an exceptional community leader 
and philanthropist. She has dedicated her life 
to advancements in science, focusing broadly 
on oncology and science education. She per-
sonifies PFS’s passion for transforming lives in 
San Mateo County. With her leadership, PFS 
successfully offers older residents services to 
keep them healthy and connected to the 
broader community. San Mateo County has a 
great deal of household wealth, but many fam-
ilies struggle. During the COVID emergency, 
PFS offered COVID information to the elderly, 
and continued its longstanding programs offer-
ing senior peer counseling, housing, nutrition 
and transportation assistance. Hundreds of 
children ages 0–5 from the most economically 
vulnerable families were served at early learn-
ing centers. Judy understands that this service 
is essential because 80 percent of brain devel-
opment occurs during these early years. 

As a member of the Hillsborough Auxiliary 
to PFS, Judy has helped dozens of partici-
pants in the organization’s financial literacy 
programs take out small, manageable loans in 
order to meet their annual requirements and to 
build a credit score. Judy is a major bene-
factor and rolls up her sleeves when the auxil-
iary that she leads raises funds to support the 
mission of transforming lives. 

Judy also serves as the CEO and Director 
of the Swanson Foundation and is a regular 
donor to leading research institutes and sci-
entists in the United States. As a board mem-
ber of the Damon Runyon Cancer Research 
Foundation, she helps staff to identify re-
searchers whose fields hold the greatest un-
discovered promise in oncology. The institute 
funds researchers early in their careers and 
helps them thrive through the cycle of early 
discovery to the point where government 
grants begin to flow due to promising findings. 

Judy’s late husband, Bob Swanson, played 
this role for many years and ultimately helped 
co-found, and was the first CEO of, 
Genentech. Judy’s dedication to oncology re-
search is due in no small part to the fact that 

Bob died far too early of brain cancer. In his 
memory, she fights for those for whom cures 
could be around the comer if enough leading- 
edge technology commences. She also sup-
ports oncology research at MIT, Bob’s alma 
mater, and is a member of the President’s Cir-
cle of the National Academies of Science, En-
gineering and Medicine. 

Judy is also a strong supporter of science 
education and the arts, serving on the Tech 
Interactive in San Jose, and the board of the 
San Francisco Ballet. She is a graduate of 
Michigan State University and a lifetime mem-
ber of the International Chapter of Young 
President’s Organization and The Chief Ex-
ecutive’s Organization. 

Madam Speaker, the long recitation of ac-
tivities of Judy Swanson does not describe the 
greatest fact of all: Judy Swanson has an 
enormous heart. She is constantly looking for 
opportunities to advance the quality of peo-
ple’s lives and generously supports programs 
and projects large and small. She deserves 
the appreciation of untold millions who will 
some day benefit through the discoveries she 
funds, the science lessons they learn at The 
Tech in San Jose or their experiences of joy 
through the San Francisco Ballet. We are only 
on Earth for the blink of an eye. However, 
Judy Swanson understands the point made by 
Archimedes when he said, ‘‘Give me a lever 
long enough and a fulcrum on which to place 
it, and I shall move the world.’’ Judy Swanson 
moves the world with each day that she be-
gins anew her life’s work. 
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RECOGNIZING MALNUTRITION 
AWARENESS WEEK 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 8, 2021 

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Malnutrition Awareness 
Week. This week marks the tenth observance 
of Malnutrition Awareness Week, which was 
founded by the American Society for Paren-
teral and Enteral Nutrition in 2012. 

Each year during this week. participating or-
ganizations seek to educate health care pro-
fessionals about early detection and treatment 
of malnutrition, educate consumers on the im-
portance of discussing their nutrition status 
with health care professionals, and increase 
awareness of nutrition’s role in patient recov-
ery. 

Malnutrition is particularly prevalent in vul-
nerable populations, such as hospitalized pa-
tients, older adults, and minority populations. 
For example, one in two older adults is either 
malnourished or at risk of malnutrition. 

Our Nation has financial as well as moral in-
centives to reduce malnutrition. Good nutrition 
can keep people healthy and out of health 
care institutions, thus reducing health care 
costs. Untreated malnutrition can lead to the 
loss of lean body mass, in turn causing com-
plications such as delays in wound healing 
and recovery from surgery, illness, or disease. 
In fact, the current estimated cost for disease- 
associated malnutrition in older adults alone is 
$51.3 billion per year. 

The good news is that common-sense solu-
tions exist that can help reduce the prevalence 
of malnutrition now. 
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Clinical quality measures have been devel-

oped and tested to help improve nutrition 
screening and intervention and are being im-
plemented by a learning collaborative of over 
300 hospitals nationwide. Recognizing the 
linkages between malnutrition, food insecurity, 
and hunger, the Centers for Medicare & Med-
icaid Services should consider adding a mal-
nutrition composite quality measure to its 
Medicare inpatient acute care reporting sys-
tem. 

Additionally, the Departments of Health and 
Human Services and Agriculture should work 
together to develop dietary guidance for the 
prevention and treatment of malnutrition in 
older adults and those with chronic conditions. 

Malnutrition has been exacerbated by the 
global COVID–19 health pandemic that has in-
tensified disparities, inequities, and social iso-
lation and is further compounded by food inse-
curity. The importance of nutrition has been 
recognized by Congress with our passage of 
four different COVID–19 emergency funding 
bills, all of which I was proud to support. 

I commend all those associated with Mal-
nutrition Awareness Week, particularly the 
American Society for Parenteral and Enteral 
Nutrition and the Defeat Malnutrition Today 
coalition. I also commend all those on the 
front lines of providing nutrition services to 
those in need, especially the national network 
of Meals on Wheels programs in our nation. 

Working together, we can stop malnutrition 
in the United States. I look forward to working 
with my colleagues on both sides of the aisle 
to accomplish this goal. 

f 

CURTIS FAY 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 8, 2021 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Curtis Fay for receiving the 
Arvada Chamber of Commerce’s Rising Star 
Award. 

The Rising Star Award is given to a young 
Arvada resident who has shown the potential 
for great community leadership for years to 
come. Curtis is a student at Arvada High 
School and has a special passion for tech-
nology and has found ways to use technology 
as a way to help fellow students and teachers. 
He even created a new internship position at 
the school focusing on technology assistance. 
He also assisted in overseeing numerous 
events at Arvada High. 

Congratulations to Curtis Fay for receiving 
the Rising Star Award and for his contributions 
to our community. I wish him the best of luck 
in his future endeavors. 
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HONORING THE CAREER OF BETTY 
JOHNSON 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 8, 2021 

Mr. LONG. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the remarkable career of Betty 
Thomas Johnson. 

Born on December 18, 1946, Betty was 
adopted by Richard and Rosalie Thomas in 

early 1947. After spending most of her life in 
Cook County, Illinois, Betty and her husband 
David Johnson moved to Springfield, Missouri. 
Once in Springfield, Betty began her advocacy 
work for the Alzheimer’s Association chapter 
in Southwest Missouri. One of Betty’s major 
focuses was organizing annual events. These 
events brought awareness of Alzheimer’s to 
the public and raised money for the organiza-
tion while highlighting people diagnosed with 
Alzheimer’s and their caregivers. Betty helped 
organize six of these annual events during her 
time with the organization. 

On top of this, Betty also advocated on be-
half of people diagnosed with Alzheimer’s to 
her elected officials. Until her retirement in 
2016, Betty met with me and my staff at least 
three times a year. During these meetings, 
Betty would keep my office updated on new 
and existing programs and sought our contin-
ued support in her efforts. 

Madam Speaker, Betty Johnson has spent 
her career advocating for people diagnosed 
with Alzheimer’s. She has organized events to 
raise awareness and met with elected officials 
in support of her work. I have been honored 
to work with Betty over the last several years 
and am honored to recognize her dedication 
and hard work here today. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF JOHN 
ROSENBERG 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 8, 2021 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to wish John Rosenberg a happy 
90th birthday! The storied life of this Holocaust 
survivor and retired poverty law attorney has 
been filled with remarkable trials and triumphs, 
both figuratively and literally. John is, without 
a doubt, one of the greatest civil rights attor-
neys of our lifetime, especially for the people 
of Kentucky’s Appalachian region. 

Giving us more reason to celebrate, I also 
rise to congratulate John on the 50th anniver-
sary of AppalRed, the Appalachian Research 
and Defense Fund of Kentucky, a non-profit 
law firm that he established to help low-in-
come people in 37 Appalachian counties in 
eastern and south-central Kentucky where 
more than 240,000 people live in poverty. 
Over the last five decades, John and his team 
of pro-bono attorneys, have helped folks in our 
region get and keep basic needs, including: in-
come, adequate food and health care, safe 
and sanitary housing, and personal protection 
from violence and abuse. They do not charge 
for legal services as they fight for justice for 
the most vulnerable people in the mountains. 

John painfully learned the reality of civil in-
justice at a very early age. When he was only 
7 years old, John and his family were pulled 
out of their home in Magdeburg, Germany by 
Nazi soldiers. His father spent 17 days in the 
Buchenwald concentration camp before being 
released with an ultimatum of 30 days to flee 
their homeland. After spending a year in an in-
ternment camp in Holland, the Rosenberg 
family safely boarded one of the last ships to 
the United States with no belongings. 

The determination to survive and experience 
liberty and justice continued throughout his life 
and inspired his mission for civil rights. John 

graduated from Duke University and enlisted 
in the U.S. Air Force. Using the G.I. Bill, he 
later earned a law degree from the University 
of North Carolina in 1962. Before arriving in 
Kentucky, John was a trial attorney and sec-
tion chief in the Civil Rights Division at the 
U.S. Department of Justice. He was respon-
sible for several high-profile cases including 
the first trial under the Voting Rights Act of 
1965 in Selma. He also was heavily involved 
in the investigation and trial preparation for the 
case involving three murdered civil rights 
workers that inspired the 1988 film, Mississippi 
Burning. In Kentucky, his work largely focused 
on advocating for coal miners, fighting for pro-
tections and benefits for impoverished fami-
lies, and closing what he calls the ‘‘justice 
gap’’ in Appalachia. 

His journey from a World War II Nazi Ger-
many Holocaust survivor to an Eastern Ken-
tucky pro-bono civil law hero is astounding. I 
count it a great honor to celebrate John 
Rosenberg’s 90th birthday and the countless 
accomplishments that he has made on behalf 
of so many Americans and Appalachian fami-
lies. 
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CELEBRATING HISPANIC HERIT-
AGE MONTH AND HONORING JO-
HANNA LÓPEZ 

HON. STEPHANIE N. MURPHY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, October 8, 2021 

Mrs. MURPHY of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
as part of our national celebration of Hispanic 
Heritage Month, I am paying tribute to Florid-
ians who have made outstanding contributions 
to our community and our country. 

Today I rise to honor Johanna López. 
Johanna was born in Puerto Rico. She 

earned her Bachelor of Arts in Hispanic Stud-
ies from the University of Puerto Rico and 
holds a Master of Arts in Higher Education 
from the Universidad Interamericana de Puer-
to Rico. 

Later, Johanna moved to Central Florida 
where she taught Advanced Placement Span-
ish at Colonial High School for 19 years. While 
teaching, Johanna earned the distinction of 
being named the 2017 OCPS Teacher of the 
Year. Johanna has also received the Gov-
ernor’s Shine Award for Inspirational Teach-
ers, the Queen Smith Award for Commitment 
to Urban Public Education, Macy’s Magic of 
Leadership Award, the Wings of Inspiration 
Award, Coca-Cola’s Educator of Distinction 
Award, and the Life Changer of the Year 
Award. 

Johanna founded the Families Presentes 
Movement, a non-profit that educates and em-
powers Latino families and educators across 
Central Florida. Their online forum, Familias 
Presentes: Estudiantes Excelentes, informs 
and engages parents on a wide range of edu-
cation-related issues and opportunities. She 
also founded Maestros Puertorriqueños en 
Acción, or Puerto Rican Teachers in Action, 
which is dedicated to providing aid and assist-
ance to educators displaced from Puerto Rico 
after Hurricanes Maria and Irma in 2017. Jo-
hanna was also involved with many other or-
ganizations including the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation Teacher Advisory Council, the 
OCPS Foundation Board and Mi Familia 
Vota’s Education Committee. 
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