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for the dairy industry, which is a grow-
ing industry in my State of South Da-
kota. We need to conclude more strong
trade agreements going forward that
will expand markets for American agri-
culture products.

The President also mentioned the
trade agreement we are negotiating
with China. The President recently
signed phase one of the agreement,
which includes a pledge from China to
substantially increase its imports of
American agriculture products. That is
excellent news for farmers and ranch-
ers, but we need to make sure that
China actually lives up to its commit-
ments. As we know, China doesn’t have
the best record in this regard, and it is
important that the United States make
clear that any agreements must be
honored.

We have made a lot of progress for
the American people over the past 3
years, but, as I said, there is more
work to be done. I hope to work with
my colleagues of both parties this year
to continue to build on the economic
progress we have made and create more
opportunities for American workers. I
will continue to make the needs of our
Nation’s farmers and ranchers one of
my top priorities. I am committed to
seeing our Nation’s farm economy
catch up to our economy as a whole.

I am proud that Republican economic
policies have made life Dbetter for
American workers. I will continue to
work to ensure that every American
has access to the benefits of our strong
economy.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded the call the roll.

Mr. COTTON. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
LOEFFLER). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

—————

REMEMBERING BILLIE SUE
HOGGARD

Mr. COTTON. Madam President, our
Nation functions thanks to the ex-
traordinary devotion and patriotism of
the American people. Every city, every
county, every State, and every party
has a few patriots who go above and be-
yond, dedicating their whole lives to
making sure that our system works
and that our way of life is preserved so
that we can pass on our Republic as a
precious inheritance to our children
and our grandchildren.

Billie Sue Hoggard was just such a
patriot. She devoted her life to her
neighbors and fellow citizens in
Jonesboro in northeast Arkansas. Bil-
lie Sue went home to be with the Lord
on Sunday at age 76.

Billie Sue loved America, she loved
Arkansas, she loved the Republican
Party with all of her heart, and she de-
voted all of her energy to making them
great.
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As a young child, sadly, Billie Sue
knew the meaning of sacrifice. Her
adoptive father was killed in action
during the Battle of the Bulge in World
War II. Although they had not met, he
kept her baby photo in his wallet. No
doubt, he was proud to know the baby
girl he adopted grew up to carry on his
legacy of service to others. I bet he
told her that on Sunday when they
were reunited.

Billie Sue worked as a teacher in
northeast Arkansas for decades, help-
ing young people grow up to become
better citizens. Her career as an educa-
tor was just one part of her commit-
ment to public service. She also served
as a justice of the peace and the Repub-
lican Party committee chair for
Craighead County, where she brought
energy and joy and a little bit of
feistiness to every meeting and every
local gathering.

Billie Sue was also a Republican well
ahead of the pack, back in the day
when many counties didn’t even have
committees and some counties could
probably meet in a telephone booth.
Her energy and commitment were in-
strumental in helping our party win
the trust and support of our candidates
in Jonesboro, in Craighead County, in
northeast Arkansas, and all around our
State. It is thanks in no small part to
her efforts that RICK CRAWFORD now
represents northeast Arkansas in the
House of Representatives, the first Re-
publican to hold that seat since recon-
struction.

I met Billie Sue shortly after my
election to the House. She encouraged
me to run for the Senate. She promised
to deliver Craighead County if I did,
and I can tell you, she kept that prom-
ise and then some, as she always did.

Of course, Billie Sue was most com-
mitted of all to her family. Her four
children, seven grandchildren, and
three great-grandchildren were the
loves of her life. In a fitting turn of
fate, Billie Sue, the adopted daughter
of a servicemember, served herself as
guardian to two of her young grand-
daughters in her later years. She was
in her seventies when she raised those
two young girls. In an act of love, she
stepped up for her family in its hour of
need.

Billy Sue’s health declined over the
last year of her life. We all know how
the battles of illness can rob people we
love of their vitality in their final
days. But while cancer could ravage
her body, it could never dampen Billy
Sue’s spirit. When I called her over this
last year to check on her, I always
heard the same energy and passion—
and, yes, feistiness—as she wanted to
skip over quickly how she was doing
and talk about the latest legislative
battles here in Congress and political
campaigns in Arkansas.

Now Billie Sue has gone back to be
with the Lord, but she is not forgotten.
Arkansans will remember her as a local
leader and a patriot who made her
community and our State better
through decades of tireless service.
May she rest in peace.
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I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CRUZ). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

—————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session and resume
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Andrew Lynn Brasher, of Alabama, to
be United States Circuit Judge for the
Eleventh Circuit.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader.

ELECTION SECURITY

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, the
2020 primary elections are already un-
derway, and the national election is
only 9 months away. We know that for-
eign entities—Putin, China, perhaps
others—are already scheming to under-
mine the public confidence in our elec-
tions. The threats to our next elections
are real and growing nearer each day.

Last week the Senate concluded an
impeachment trial of the President,
who was accused of abusing the powers
of his office to solicit the help of a for-
eign power in his reelection—solicit
the help. It didn’t just happen. He was
soliciting it.

My Republican Senate friends refused
to hold the President accountable for
his misconduct—refused to even hold a
fair trial. Now, what do we think the
President will conclude after the Sen-
ate Republican majority let him off the
hook for trying to cheat in our elec-
tions? He will conclude that he can try
to do it again. Anyone who knows him
knows that is what he will do.

Because Senate Republicans chose to
look the other way, the need for elec-
tion security legislation is greater now
than ever before. We cannot trust this
President to stand up for the integrity
of our elections. So Congress must
stand up in his stead.

In a few moments, my colleagues
Senator WARNER, Senator WYDEN, and
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Senator BLUMENTHAL will ask for unan-
imous consent to pass crucial election
security legislation. They will talk
about what their legislation will do.
But know this: Protecting our elec-
tions should not be partisan. It should
not be controversial. It should earn the
unanimous support of every Member.

The very wellspring of our democracy
is the principle of free and fair elec-
tions. Will our Republican colleagues
stand up for free and fair elections
today or will they once again block
commonsense legislation to defend our
democracy?

I yield to the Senator from Virginia.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I thank
the Democratic leader.

I am here today because I think, as
we all know, our elections remain vul-
nerable to foreign election inter-
ference. Russia attacked our democ-
racy in 2016, with the goal of under-
mining confidence in our system, a sys-
tem of free and fair elections—Ilit-
erally, the bedrock of our democracy.

Their cyber attacks and
disinformation efforts continue to this
day, and our own FBI Director, Chris-
topher Wray, has reassured or, poten-
tially, warned us that they will be back
in full force this year. Not only that,
but we will have to contend with po-
tential interference from China, Iran,
North Korea, and others who have basi-
cally copied the Russia playbook.

The threat is real, it is ongoing, and
we are not doing enough to be ready.
Time and again we hear these same
warnings from our intelligence commu-
nity leadership, from companies like
Facebook, from the special counsel,
and many others. The truth is that the
alarm bells are going off, and we are
running out of time to actually do
something about it.

Unfortunately, the White House and
the U.S. Senate seem to be the only
ones not taking this threat seriously.
Since 2016, this body, which we all have
the honor to serve in, has failed to vote
on a single piece of standalone election
security legislation. Three times last
year I came to the floor in an attempt
to pass bipartisan election security leg-
islation by unanimous consent, and
each time these efforts were blocked by
some of my Republican colleagues—
blocked and actually earned applause
from the President on Twitter for their
actions.

Well, I am back again today because
the security of our elections cannot
wait. In a moment, I will ask unani-
mous consent to pass my legislation
known as the FIRE Act. This bill
would simply say to all Presidential
campaigns going forward that if a for-
eign power reaches out to your cam-
paign offering assistance or offering
dirt on a political opponent, the appro-
priate response is not to say thank
you. The appropriate response is to call
the FBI.

I introduced this bipartisan legisla-
tion months before the facts came to
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light about the President pressuring
Ukraine into announcing a politically
motivated investigation into the
Bidens.

Now, I am not here to rehash the im-
peachment trial, but I do want to note
one thing. A number of my Republican
colleagues justified their votes by say-
ing that, while not impeachable, it was
wrong for the President to solicit for-
eign interference in our elections. I
take my colleagues at their word that
they believe foreign interference has
no place in our elections, but if I take
you at your word, you have got to put
your money where your mouth is. We
are under attack from our adversaries,
who see this new era of cyber warfare
and disinformation as a unique and
golden opportunity to undermine
American democracy.

We cannot afford to have a system
that allows any Presidential candidate
to welcome this kind of interference
with open arms. If we can’t trust the
President of the United States and his
campaign to do the right thing and re-
port foreign interference, then we need
to require it by law.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 2242

Mr. President, as in legislative ses-
sion, I ask unanimous consent that the
Rules Committee be discharged from
further consideration of S. 2242, the
FIRE Act; that the Senate proceed to
its immediate consideration; that the
bill be considered read a third time and
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, I
reserve the right to object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, I
would like to articulate the reason for
the objection to the legislation brought
forward by the minority.

You would think that, after spending
weeks in this Chamber litigating the
finer points of their disagreements
with the President’s foreign policy, our
friends in the minority would be weary
of picking another partisan fight. But
here we go again.

They are attempting to bypass this
body’s Rules Committee on behalf of
various bills that will seize control
over elections from the States and take
it from the States. And where do they
want to put it? They want it to rest in
the hands of Washington, DC, bureau-
crats.

As I have said on this floor before, 1
served on a local election commission.
I know how hard our friends and neigh-
bors and our local election commis-
sions and our State election commis-
sions work to ensure the integrity of
the ballot box.

What would these bills that are going
to be brought forward this morning do?
They would centralize control over the
vote, and what we have seen is big cen-
tralized out-of-control government. We
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would end up having a less safe elec-
toral process. It would be more vulner-
able to attack.

It is absolutely baffling to me that
the minority would fight so hard for
such a disastrous vision, but, as I said,
here we go again. Their actions show
complete contempt for the progress
that Congress, the intelligence commu-
nity, and State-level authorities have
made to protect our elections without
resorting to a Federal power grab.

Since fiscal year 2018, Congress has
invested $805 million in protecting the
vote. This is the largest investment in
elections since the 2002 Help America
Vote Act. And do you know what? It is
making a difference. It is making a dif-
ference.

Why, then, would the minority con-
tinue to demand changes that would
redirect that investment to support
groups like the Iowa Democratic
Party, whose mishandling of their own
caucus ended in what has been termed
by everyone as an unmitigated dis-
aster?

They know it is not necessary, and
yet time and again they are trying to
force this issue. They feel like only the
bureaucrats in Washington, DC, can
handle this.

So in response to this gross hypoc-
risy, today I am filing my own bill di-
recting the Government Account-
ability Office to look into the debacle
in Towa.

I send a bill to the desk, and I ask
that it be appropriately referred.

This is not an attack. This is a rec-
ognition that any complex process
comes with the risk of mistakes or
mismanagement. We are all vulnerable.
We must recognize this. We must inves-
tigate allegations of fraud and mis-
management, and, of course, there
should be lessons learned from the
past. To ignore these problems is to re-
sign ourselves to a fatally flawed
democratic process.

On that note, I do object to the mo-
tion, and I ask my colleagues to re-
member that we have reached a bipar-
tisan consensus on the importance of
securing our elections. We are all
against election interference. We are
all against foreign interference in elec-
tions. We are all for free and fair elec-
tions, and we are all for protecting the
ballot box.

So I hope my Democratic colleagues
do not resort to sending out more fund-
raising letters saying that the Repub-
licans are opposed to a secure election
process, because that is a falsehood. We
are not. We are for a fair process. We
do not believe federalizing that process
and taking the power away from local
governments and State governments is
the way to do that.

So let’s focus on the bipartisan con-
sensus, and let’s not throw that away
in the name of having another partisan
grudge match.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I appre-
ciate my colleague’s comments about
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