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time on this day at this target. That is
apparently the standard the Democrats
want to hold the President to—not
weeks, not even days, not even a period
of days against a hard target that pre-
sented an opportunity, as Qasem
Soleimani did last Thursday night.

Let me say this: Imminence is ulti-
mately a question of judgment that has
to be made by the people we have elect-
ed to make those decisions for our
country. It is not a question of intel-
ligence. Our intelligence officers have
great skills and capabilities. They can
tell us the best intelligence they have
that suggests the timing of such at-
tacks. But it is ultimately the people’s
elected representatives who make
those judgments.

I will just submit that if you are a
soldier sitting in Iraq with Qasem
Soleimani flying around trying to de-
cide when to kill you, the question of
imminence probably looks a lot dif-
ferent than if you are a comfortable
Senator sitting behind guarded doors
with armed security details protecting
your every movement.

I will simply say yet again that
Qasem Soleimani got exactly what he
deserved. All those Americans he killed
and their families also got what they
deserved: justice. America and the
world are a safer place because Qasem
Soleimani is no longer a part of this
world.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Ms. SMITH. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. KAINE. Madam President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

Under the ©previous order,
postcloture time has expired.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Solomson nom-
ination?

The yeas and nays were previously
ordered.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER) and
the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
PERDUE).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) would have voted ‘‘yea.”

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Massachusetts (Ms. WAR-
REN) is necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CRAMER). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote or
change their vote?

The result was announced—yeas 89,
nays 8, as follows:

all
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[Rollcall Vote No. 6 Ex.]

YEAS—89
Baldwin Fischer Peters
Barrasso Gardner Portman
Bennet Graham Reed
Blackburn Grassley Risch
Blumenthal Hassan Roberts
Blunt Hawley Romney
Boozman Hginrich Rosen
Braun Hirono Rounds
grown gozversl i Rubio
urr yde-Smi

Cantwell Inhofe gasse

X chatz
Capito Johnson Scott (FL)
Cardin Jones Scott (SC)
Carper Kaine Shaheen
Casey Kennedy
Cassidy King Shelby
Collins Lankford Sinema
Coons Leahy Smith
Cornyn Lee Stapenow
Cortez Masto Loeffler Sullivan
Cotton Manchin Tester
Cramer McConnell Thune
Crapo McSally Tillis
Cruz Menendez Toomey
Daines Merkley Udall
Duckworth Moran Van Hollen
Durbin Murkowski Warner
Enzi Murphy Whitehouse
Ernst Murray Wicker
Feinstein Paul Young

NAYS—8
Booker Klobuchar Schumer
Gillibrand Markey Wyden
Harris Sanders
NOT VOTING—3

Alexander Perdue Warren

The nomination was confirmed.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the next nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Eleni Maria Roumel, of Maryland, to
be a Judge of the United States Court
of Federal Claims for a term of fifteen
years.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the remaining
votes in this series be 10 minutes in
length.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Roumel nomi-
nation?

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll for this 10-
minute vote.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER) and
the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
PERDUE).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) would have voted ‘‘yea.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 51,
nays 47, as follows:

January 8, 2020

[Rollcall Vote No. 7 Ex.]

YEAS—51
Barrasso Fischer Paul
Blackburn Gardner Portman
Blunt Graham Risch
Boozman Grassley Roberts
Braun Hawley Romney
Burr Hoeven Rounds
Capito Hyde-Smith Rubio
Cassidy Inhofe Sasse
Collins Johnson Scott (FL)
Cornyn Kennedy Scott (SC)
Cotton Lankford Shelby
Cramer Lee Sullivan
Crapo Loeffler Thune
Cruz McConnell Tillis
Daines McSally Toomey
Enzi Moran Wicker
Ernst Murkowski Young
NAYS—47
Baldwin Hassan Rosen
Bennet Heinrich Sanders
Blumenthal Hirono Schatz
Booker Jones Schumer
Brown Kaine Shaheen
Cantwell King Sinema
gardm Elo]i)luchar Smith
arper eahy

Casey Manchin '?tabenow

ester
Coons Markey Udall
Cortez Masto Menendez
Duckworth Merkley Van Hollen
Durbin Murphy Warner
Feinstein Murray Warren
Gillibrand Peters Whitehouse
Harris Reed Wyden

NOT VOTING—2

Alexander Perdue

The nomination was confirmed.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the nomination of Michael
George DeSombre, of Illinois, to be
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of
America to the Kingdom of Thailand?

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER) and
the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
PERDUE).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) would have voted ‘“‘yea.”’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 91,
nays 7, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 8 Ex.]

YEAS—91
Baldwin Capito Crapo
Barrasso Cardin Cruz
Bennet Carper Daines
Blackburn Casey Duckworth
Blumenthal Cassidy Durbin
Blunt Collins Enzi
Boozman Coons Ernst
Braun Cornyn Feinstein
Brown Cortez Masto Fischer
Burr Cotton Gardner
Cantwell Cramer Graham
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Grassley Menendez Scott (SC)
Hassan Merkley Shaheen
Hawley Moran Shelby
Heinrich Murkowski Sinema
Hirono Murphy Smith
Hoeven A Murray Stabenow
%—Is;ldef—Snuth ia‘gl Sullivan
nhofe eters
Johnson Portman Tester
Thune

Jones Reed s

. ; Tillis
Kaine Risch T
Kennedy Roberts oomey
King Romney Udall
Lankford Rosen Van Hollen
Leahy Rounds Warner
Lee Rubio Whitehouse
Loeffler Sasse Wicker
Manchin Schatz Wyden
McConnell Schumer Young
McSally Scott (FL)

NAYS—T7
Booker Klobuchar Warren
Gillibrand Markey
Harris Sanders
NOT VOTING—2

Alexander Perdue

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
actions.

The majority whip.

———————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

REMEMBERING KAY HAGAN

Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, Kay
Hagan was a Kkind and passionate pub-
lic servant. She fought from the heart
for women, children, students,
servicemembers, and working people in
North Carolina and across the country.

In 2013, when interest rates on Fed-
eral student loans were about to double
so that the government could increase
profits off of the backs of our students,
Kay said no. Together, with our col-
league Senator JACK REED, we put for-
ward commonsense legislation to keep
interest rates low for students across
the country. In this instance and so
many others, Kay stood for fairness
and served as a voice for those who
needed it most.

Kay and I may not have agreed on
every issue, but on those key issues
that matter to working families—like
equal pay, raising the minimum wage,
and helping students getting crushed
by debt—we were proud to fight side by
side.

My thoughts are with her husband
Chip, their children and family, and
the people of North Carolina as they
mourn Kay’s loss and celebrate her
memory.
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REMEMBERING CORPORAL FRED
B. McGEE

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I rise
today to honor a heroic Ohio veteran
whom we lost this month, CPL Fred B.
McGee. Corporal McGee served in
Korea, where he and his squad leader
were both wounded in the bloody Bat-
tle of Hill 528.

With his leader down, and despite his
own injuries, Corporal McGee took
command—he wasn’t next in line, but
he stepped up, and he saved lives. He
was hit again, and his squad was given
the order to withdraw. Yet still, with
shrapnel in the face and leg, he volun-
tarily remained behind to evacuate his
fellow soldiers who were wounded and
killed. His acts of bravery earned Cor-
poral McGee a Silver Star and two Pur-
ple Hearts.

For too long, he did not receive the
recognition he earned serving our
country. Like so many veterans, Cor-
poral McGee rarely spoke about his
service and never drew attention to his
own courage. While recalling the battle
earlier this year he said, ‘“No, I'm not
brave. I just did what was a necessity.”

And in the 1950s, the color of his skin
surely also contributed to the lack of
recognition for Corporal McGee’s her-
oism. He was drafted in 1951 into a
newly integrating Army and was one of
the first African-American soldiers to
serve in Korea. Jefferson County’s
sheriff talked about how someone made
a comic book in 1953 illustrating 10 sto-
ries of soldiers’ heroics, they depicted
Corporal McGee as a White man.

We owe a hero like Corporal McGee a
tribute that befits his service and sac-
rifice. At the end of last year, the Jef-
ferson County Veterans Service Com-
mission honored Corporal McGee as its
Veteran of the Year. And I ask all my
colleagues to join me in honoring him
on the Senate floor today.

We thank CPL Fred McGee for his
heroism and his sacrifices for our coun-
try and we send our thoughts to Cor-
poral McGee’s family. May the tributes
from the many lives he touched bring
you comfort, and know that we will
keep alive the story of his heroism.

————

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM MOEN, JR.

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize a member of my
staff in the great State of New Jersey.
We are all fortunate to have offices full
of staff members passionate about
working for the betterment of our
country. William Moen, Jr., or Bill
Moen, as we affectionately call him, is
a shining example of what patriotism
looks like in government service.

The son of a disabled Vietnam vet-
eran and the grandson of a WWII vet-
eran, Bill Moen’s commitment to pub-
lic service is a family legacy.

Even prior to his Federal work in my
Senate office in Camden, NJ, Bill has
worked at all levels of government in
New Jersey. Hes interned at his local
police department and the First Con-
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gressional District of New Jersey. He
worked in the New Jersey State Legis-
lature, with the Gloucester County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and even
as an elected Freeholder himself in
Camden County.

On December 9, 2013, I welcomed Bill
Moen to my staff in Camden, NJ. Bill
was with me on one of my first official
events as U.S. Senator. He helped orga-
nize a visit to Cape May County—the
southernmost county in New Jersey—
where I spoke with residents who were
still struggling to recover from the
devastation of Superstorm Sandy. The
past 6 years are full of memorable
events, stories, projects, and cases like
this one. He has managed my South
Jersey office with compassion and in-
tegrity.

Mr. President, I wish to recognize
Bill Moen today because he is leaving
my office to set up his own as assem-
blyman representing New Jersey’s
Fifth Legislative District in the New
Jersey State Assembly. I am sad to see
him go but grateful for his work and
proud of the new role he begins in what
will surely be a long and brilliant ca-
reer in public service.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING EARNIE BLACKLEY

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor the life of Izard County
Sheriff Earnie Blackley. Sheriff
Blackley passed away on January 4,
2020, after a brief battle with cancer.

He first joined the Izard County
Sheriff’s Department in 1993 after hav-
ing previously worked as a police offi-
cer in Greenville, MS, and served as
chief deputy for 18 years before being
elected sheriff in 2018.

Sheriff Blackley was a dedicated law
enforcement official; a devoted hus-
band, father, and grandfather; and a
man of faith. His obituary noted how
he was known for hosting fish fries to
benefit a variety of causes and organi-
zations. The outpouring of love and
support shown to the sheriff and his
family since his diagnosis is a testa-
ment to how well he served his commu-
nity and how much that service was
recognized and appreciated by all it
impacted.

After being diagnosed with stage 4
lung cancer in May of last year, Sheriff
Blackley asked for prayers as he faced
this serious diagnosis head on while
also continuing to serve. Over 1,000
people reportedly turned out to a fund-
raiser in his honor shortly thereafter.

Sheriff Blackley was clearly a leader
who inspired love, confidence, and re-
spect. I am tremendously grateful for
his decades of service in law enforce-
ment and for the way he lived his life.

I join with many in his community
and across the State of Arkansas in
mourning his passing and praying for
his loved ones, including his wife The-
resa, during this difficult time. On be-
half of everyone in Arkansas, I pray
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