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that we had maintained with our fami-
lies, our children, and God. 

I soon learned that Governor Her-
bert, in addition to being wise and in 
addition to being a skilled and valuable 
statesman, was also a formidable ath-
lete. Right after he and Governor 
Huntsman were sworn in, the staff got 
together as a team several times in the 
Governor’s mansion, where we soon 
discovered there was a ping-pong table 
in the basement. I then learned the 
hard way that Governor Herbert’s ath-
letic skills, including his ping-pong 
skills, are off the charts. 

While severing Governor Huntsman, I 
always found Gary to be friendly, ap-
proachable, and always willing to tack-
le every single assignment with eager-
ness and poise. Whenever Governor 
Huntsman’s schedule became chaotic 
or changed unexpectedly, which hap-
pens in any Governor’s office or any 
Senator’s office, for that matter, par-
ticularly at certain times of the year, 
Lieutenant Governor Herbert would 
routinely be dispatched to speak on 
Huntsman’s behalf, often sending him 
to remote corners of the State and 
often at really inconvenient times. 

He never once complained. And he 
was not only willing, but he was always 
eager and happy. He felt fortunate for 
the opportunity to help. That is the 
kind of enthusiasm that the people of 
the State of Utah have benefitted from 
for so long as a result of Gary Herbert’s 
service. You see, he has never lost 
that—not during his entire time as 
Lieutenant Governor and not during 
his entire time as Governor. You can 
tell that he is exactly where he wants 
to be and that he feels privileged and 
he has been blessed to be able to serve 
the people of Utah. 

Likewise, whenever there was an 
issue that needed to be addressed by 
the Governor, even within the office or 
around the capitol compound, but 
where the Governor was unable to meet 
with the particular group in question, 
Gary was always assigned to the case. 
He would meet with, as he described it, 
all the different stakeholders. He would 
get together the legislators, county 
commissioners, citizens from this or 
that part of the State, lobbyists, law-
yers who may have been involved, in 
addition to other members of Governor 
Huntsman’s administration. He would 
bring them all in together, and he 
would wade through all the intricate 
and often pedestrian details of the mat-
ter. You see, he wanted to get to the 
bottom of the issue. He wanted to un-
derstand it. What is more, he had the 
skill of figuring out the best path for-
ward for all parties involved and for 
making everyone feel heard and under-
stood. If ever, whenever, there was a 
way to achieve a win-win, Gary found 
it, and he brought people to it, and 
they were always grateful as a result. 

The same traits that I saw in him as 
Lieutenant Governor would go on to 
make him an effective and beloved 
Governor himself. In office now as Gov-
ernor since 2009, Gary Herbert is cur-

rently the Nation’s longest serving 
Governor, and our State has seen excit-
ing achievement and tremendous pros-
perity with Governor Herbert at the 
helm. 

In the last 8 years, Utah has seen 
continued, steady growth in our econ-
omy, with improvements in our GDP, 
number of jobs, and unemployment 
rate. We have seen the boom of Silicon 
Slopes. We celebrated the sesqui-
centennial of the driving of the Golden 
Spike, when it was an honor to stand 
alongside Governor and Mrs. Herbert at 
that celebratory reenactment. 

On that particular occasion, Gov-
ernor Herbert and his wife Jeanette 
showed their characteristic enthusiasm 
by arriving in their finest 1869 apparel 
just to commemorate the moment, and 
it made all the difference. It made it 
all feel much more authentic. 

So, too, was it an honor to join Gary 
when President Trump came to Utah to 
announce his decision to shrink the 
Bears Ears National Monument, when 
we could all stand together and cele-
brate the fact that someone in Wash-
ington had heard our concerns within 
the State and saw fit to redraw the 
boundaries in a manner more compat-
ible with local interests and concerns. 

Through his enthusiasm and his zeal, 
Gary Herbert has championed our 
State and the things that we stand for. 
He has done so very consistently and 
very enthusiastically. He can rattle off 
figures and metrics about Utah at the 
drop of a hat. I am convinced this man 
can do it in his sleep and do so infec-
tiously and persuasively. And he is a 
compelling spokesman for our State’s 
values. 

His spirit has helped Utah to attract 
talent and investment not only from 
throughout the United States but from 
throughout the world and to make it 
the good place that it is to live. 

Not only that, but Gary has been an 
instrumental partner in supporting ini-
tiatives that reflect and strengthen the 
values of our State. To champion the 
reclamation of our lands, he signed 
into law the Utah Transfer of Public 
Lands Act. He also signed into law in-
novative criminal justice reforms in 
Utah. He was at the cutting edge of 
that movement, making a far-reaching 
impact across our State and that ended 
up having impacts elsewhere. 

In fact, his work in Utah in criminal 
justice reform helped pave the way for 
the work that Congress and President 
Trump were able to achieve at the Fed-
eral level through the passage of the 
First Step Act. 

He has been a strong supporter of 
Utah’s family culture and was helpful 
in the Senate’s work promoting the 
child tax credit during our tax reform 
discussions just 3 years ago. 

On a more personal note, Gary Her-
bert also had the wisdom to put my 
brother Tom on the Utah Supreme 
Court. In so doing, he has been a cham-
pion for textualism, the notion that 
judges are there to interpret the law 
based on what the law says, rather 

than on the basis of what it might have 
said. 

For all of his public achievements, 
Gary is perhaps most proud and always 
most conscious of and most aware of 
and most concerned about his own role 
as a husband, as a father, and as a 
grandfather. Gary and his wife Jea-
nette have 6 children together, as well 
as 16 grandchildren, and he is known to 
encourage them to ‘‘follow in his foot-
steps and marry up.’’ 

In a myriad of ways, Governor Her-
bert has been a champion and a spokes-
man for all that is good about our 
State. It has been an honor to serve the 
people of Utah with him, and I wish 
Governor Herbert and his wife Jeanette 
all the best as they embark on the next 
chapter of their lives together. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

SCOTT of Florida). The majority leader. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—EXECUTIVE 

CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, as 
in executive session, I ask unanimous 
consent that with respect to the 
Soskin nomination, the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak for 
up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

UGANDA 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I 
rise with grave concern to speak about 
the troubling political situation in 
Uganda in the runup to that country’s 
elections on January 14 and to call on 
President Museveni to take immediate 
action to stop the country’s downward 
political spiral. 

Uganda has been an important if not 
critical security and counterterrorism 
partner to the United States for well 
over a decade, playing a prominent role 
in the African Union’s Mission to So-
malia and hosting over 1.4 million refu-
gees. Its leadership and influence in 
East Africa and the African continent 
writ large is difficult to overstate. 
However, these are troubling times in 
Uganda, and longstanding efforts to ad-
vance its democracy are now in peril. 

National elections in Uganda have 
not met internationally accepted 
standards for free and fair polls since 
1996, when they were held for the first 
time after a long-running conflict that 
brought President Museveni to power. 
For decades, Museveni’s ruling Na-
tional Resistance Party, NRM, has le-
veraged access to and influence over 
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state resources and institutions to tilt 
the electoral balance in its favor. 
These efforts are not new. Under Presi-
dent Museveni’s leadership, the NRM 
successfully moved to change the 
Ugandan Constitution in 2005 to re-
move Presidential term limits and 
again in and 2017 to lift age limits. 
These changes allow President 
Museveni, who has been in power since 
1986, to remain in office indefinitely. 
Not only have Museveni and the NRM 
engineered a constitutional coup, they 
have undertaken a campaign of polit-
ical repression that has only become 
worse since the last general elections. 
Ugandan authorities have increasingly 
used coercive measures, including arbi-
trary arrests and detentions, torture, 
extrajudicial killings, and intrusive 
surveillance technology to intimidate 
and silence critics, place a strangle 
hold on media, and stifle political op-
position in the country. 

Leading opposition figures have been 
targeted in brazen and shocking ways. 
Members of Parliament have been ar-
rested and detained on numerous occa-
sions, and there is strong evidence to 
support their claims of being tortured 
by President Museveni’s security forces 
while in custody. Last week, prominent 
human rights attorney Nicholas Opiyo, 
along with several other attorneys, was 
arrested in what appears to be a bla-
tant act of intimidation for their inves-
tigation into killings that occurred as 
a result of the arrest of rival Presi-
dential candidate Robert Kyagulanyi 
Ssentamu in November. Just this past 
weekend, one of Kyagulanyi’s body-
guards was killed by security forces in 
a violent confrontation that also saw 
two journalists injured. Imagine that 
happening to any political candidate 
here in the United States to one of our 
colleagues as they were out on the 
campaign trail this fall. We should all 
be outraged by such acts. 

To date there have been no meaning-
ful investigations into these incidents 
and no accountability for these abuses. 
The question we must ask ourselves is, 
Why? Why has President Museveni 
failed to take swift and decisive action 
to ensure the safety and security of 
members of the Ugandan Parliament 
and other opposition figures, and bring 
those responsible to justice? Is Presi-
dent Museveni protecting particular in-
dividuals? Or perhaps direct responsi-
bility for the violence against the 
Uganda opposition lies even further up 
the chain of command? 

Journalists and nongovernmental or-
ganizations have been under pressure 
as well. Ugandan authorities continue 
to use a range of restrictive and oner-
ous administrative measures against 
NGOs, including deregistration of more 
than 12,000 mostly local NGOs in No-
vember 2019. Earlier this month, Ugan-
dan authorities froze the bank ac-
counts of some NGOs, and in the past, 
the Museveni administration has de-
nied entry and deported some leaders 
of international NGOs in what were 
clear acts of intimidation. Journalists 

working for foreign media outlets are 
now required to reregister with Ugan-
dan authorities or risk criminal pen-
alties, and some foreign journalists 
have also been deported from the coun-
try. 

Government has also attacked digital 
rights and academic freedoms. Individ-
uals with large social media followings 
are subject to onerous administrative 
regulation. Burdensome taxes have 
been imposed on social media users, 
and some individuals who have criti-
cized the Museveni administration on 
social media platforms have even been 
prosecuted. Ugandan authorities have 
taken repeated action to suppress aca-
demic freedom and intimidate students 
and faculty who have been critical of 
the Museveni administration, includ-
ing by firing and jailing professors who 
criticize the regime. 

In short, the longstanding effort to 
build democracy in Uganda is under 
grave threat, and we must take action 
in support of those defending political 
freedoms in the country. That is why I 
introduced S. Res 807. It not only con-
demns the actions of the Museveni ad-
ministration, it calls on the Secretary 
of State and the heads of relevant de-
partments and agencies of the U.S. 
Government to undertake three essen-
tial actions: first, to consider the impo-
sition of targeted sanctions and visa 
restrictions on actors involved in un-
dermining credible, transparent elec-
tions, and those who have perpetrated 
or abetted human rights abuses; sec-
ond, to work with African partners, 
like-minded countries, and inter-
national institutions and organizations 
to develop and implement strategies 
and actions to promote and defend 
human, civil, and political rights and 
multiparty democracy in Uganda; and 
third, to immediately conduct a review 
of U.S. assistance and cooperation with 
Uganda for the purposes of 
reprioritizing such assistance should 
neutral observers determine that the 
January 2021 polls do not meet inter-
nationally accepted standards for cred-
ible elections. 

If the outcome of the elections in 
Uganda does not reflect the will of the 
people, I will be calling for the Biden 
administration to reevaluate our rela-
tionship with the Museveni administra-
tion, and I plan to pursue binding legis-
lation in the 117th Congress that builds 
on S Res 807. Uganda’s stature and im-
portance as a security partner should 
not prevent the United States from 
speaking out in support of democracy 
and taking action in support of those 
Ugandans fighting for democratic free-
doms. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 
At 12:02 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, without amendment: 

S. 371. An act to provide regulatory relief 
to charitable organizations that provide 
housing assistance, and for other purposes. 

S. 1310. An act to strengthen the participa-
tion of elected national legislators in the ac-
tivities of the Organization of American 
States and reaffirm United States support 
for Organization of American States human 
rights and anti-corruption initiatives, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 5076. An act to authorize the Sergeant at 
Arms and Doorkeeper of the Senate to dele-
gate authority to approve payroll and per-
sonnel actions. 

The message further announced that 
the House has agreed to the amend-
ment of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 
221) to amend the State Department 
Basic Authorities Act of 1956 to mon-
itor and combat anti-Semitism glob-
ally, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the amendment of 
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 1923) to 
amend title 31, United States Code, to 
require the Secretary of the Treasury 
to mint and issue certain circulating 
collectible coins, and for other pur-
poses. 

The message further announced that 
the House has agreed to the amend-
ment of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 
1925) to designate the Manhattan Cam-
pus of the New York Harbor Health 
Care System of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs as the ‘‘Margaret Cochran 
Corbin Campus of the New York Harbor 
Health Care System’’. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the amendment of 
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 2744) to au-
thorize the Administrator of the 
United States Agency for International 
Development to prescribe the manner 
in which programs of the agency are 
identified overseas, and for other pur-
poses. 

The message further announced that 
the House has agreed to the amend-
ment of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 
3153) to direct the Director of the Na-
tional Science Foundation to support 
research on opioid addiction, and for 
other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the amendment of 
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 4704) to di-
rect the Director of the National 
Science Foundation to support multi-
disciplinary research on the science of 
suicide, and to advance the knowledge 
and understanding of issues that may 
be associated with several aspects of 
suicide including intrinsic and extrin-
sic factors related to areas such as 
wellbeing, resilience, and vulner-
ability. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 
The message further announced that 

the Speaker has signed the following 
enrolled bills: 

S. 4996. An act to ensure funding of the 
United States trustees, extend temporary 
bankruptcy judgeships, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 1418. An act to restore the application 
of the Federal antitrust laws to the business 
of health insurance to protect competition 
and consumers. 

H.R. 1492. An act to update the map of, and 
modify the maximum acreage available for 
inclusion in, the Yucca House National 
Monument. 
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