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call new elections, and stated that, ‘‘new na-
tional elections will allow the Bolivian peo-
ple to democratically choose new authorities 
with their vote’’; 

Whereas, in the face of widespread public 
protests and a deteriorating security envi-
ronment, President Morales departed Bolivia 
on November 12, 2019, and was granted asy-
lum by the Government of Mexico; 

Whereas, on November 12, 2019, the Boliv-
ian Constitutional Tribunal recognized an 
interim president of Bolivia; 

Whereas the transitional government in 
Bolivia signed a law on November 24, 2019, 
stating that new elections must be held 
within 120 days after the election of a new 
Electoral Tribunal by the National Assem-
bly; 

Whereas the Inter-American Commission 
on Human Rights (IACHR) stated that pro-
tests occurring in Bolivia since the October 
20, 2019, general election have left 23 people 
dead and more than 700 people injured; and 

Whereas the IACHR has urged the Bolivian 
state ‘‘to adopt all measures necessary to 
prevent impunity, to protect the right to 
peaceful assembly, and to take urgent action 
to preserve Bolivians’ lives and integrity, as 
well as ensuring that journalists and autono-
mous institutions to protect and defend 
human rights can do their job’’: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) expresses concern about the numerous 

irregularities that occurred during the Octo-
ber 20, 2019, general elections in Bolivia; 

(2) commends the efforts of the OAS Elec-
toral Observation Mission in Bolivia and sup-
ports the findings of the OAS electoral audit 
mission, which documented numerous irreg-
ularities during the October 2019 general 
elections in Bolivia; 

(3) deplores the acts of violence that have 
occurred in Bolivia in the aftermath of the 
October 20, 2019, general elections and urges 
all Bolivians to repudiate violence and to 
peacefully exercise their rights of freedom of 
expression and assembly; 

(4) urges Bolivia’s transitional government 
to work expeditiously to establish the condi-
tions for an inclusive, credible, transparent, 
and democratic elections as soon as possible 
in accordance with their laws and constitu-
tion; 

(5) encourages the Bolivian state to protect 
the human rights of all persons, including in-
digenous groups, regardless of political affili-
ation, ethnicity, religion, or sex; 

(6) encourages the Department of State 
and the U.S. Mission to the Organization of 
American States to provide all appropriate 
support to facilitate the convening of free, 
fair, and transparent democratic elections in 
Bolivia as soon as possible in accordance 
with their laws and constitution; 

(7) encourages the Organization of Amer-
ican States to take all necessary steps, in ac-
cordance with the principles of the Inter- 
American Democratic Charter, to ensure re-
spect for the will of Bolivian voters and the 
integrity of the new democratic elections in 
Bolivia as soon as possible in accordance 
with their laws and constitution; and 

(8) supports the call by the Permanent 
Council of the Organization of American 
States for Bolivian authorities to ensure full 
respect and protection of human rights and 
accountability for any violation thereof. 

f 

CONDEMNING THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THE PHILIPPINES FOR ITS 
CONTINUED DETENTION OF SEN-
ATOR LEILA DE LIMA, CALLING 
FOR HER IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 

proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 365, Senate Res. 142. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 142) condemning the 
Government of the Philippines for its contin-
ued detention of Senator Leila De Lima, 
calling for her immediate release, and for 
other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution, 
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, with an 
amendment to strike all after the re-
solving clause and insert the part 
printed in italic and an amendment to 
strike the preamble and insert the part 
printed in italic, as follows: 

Whereas extrajudicial killings perpetrated by 
the Government of the Philippines as part of a 
government-directed antidrug campaign present 
the foremost human rights challenge in the 
Philippines; 

Whereas the Department of State’s 2017 
Human Rights Report notes numerous human 
rights concerns, including the persecution of 
human rights defenders and the detention of po-
litical prisoners in the Philippines, stating, 
‘‘The most significant human rights issues in-
cluded: killings by security forces, vigilantes 
and others allegedly connected to the govern-
ment, and by insurgents; torture and abuse of 
prisoners and detainees by security forces; often 
harsh and life threatening prison conditions; 
warrantless arrests by security forces and cases 
of apparent government disregard for legal 
rights and due process; political prisoners; 
killings of and threats against journalists; offi-
cial corruption and abuse of power; threats of 
violence against human rights activists; violence 
against women; and forced labor.’’; 

Whereas the Department of State’s 2018 
Human Rights report notes numerous human 
rights concerns in the Philippines, including 
‘‘unlawful or arbitrary killings by security 
forces, vigilantes, and others allegedly con-
nected to the government, and by insurgents; 
forced disappearance; torture; arbitrary deten-
tion; harsh and life-threatening prison condi-
tions; political prisoners; arbitrary or unlawful 
interference with privacy; criminal libel; killings 
of and threats against journalists; official cor-
ruption and abuse of power; and the use of 
forced and child labor’’; 

Whereas, on February 23, 2017, an arrest war-
rant was issued for Philippine Senator Leila De 
Lima for allegations related to drug trafficking, 
and as of April 4, 2019, Senator De Lima had 
been detained for 770 days; 

Whereas the charges brought against Senator 
De Lima followed a history of criticizing 
extrajudicial killings in the Philippines and the 
Rodrigo R. Duterte administration’s antidrug 
campaign, including— 

(1) in 2009, in her capacity as Chair of the 
Commission on Human Rights, Senator De Lima 
investigated the alleged involvement of then- 
Mayor of Davao City Rodrigo R. Duterte in the 
extrajudicial killings executed by the so-called 
‘‘Davao Death Squad’’; 

(2) on December 15, 2014, then-Secretary of 
Justice De Lima led a raid of the national peni-
tentiary which resulted in the confiscation of 
drugs, firearms, and contraband items and the 
extraction of 19 drug lords and high-profile in-
mates involved in the facility’s drug network; 

(3) on July 13, 2016, Senator De Lima, in her 
capacity as Chair of the Senate Committee on 
Justice and Human Rights, filed Senate Resolu-
tion No. 9 calling for an investigation into 
extrajudicial killings and summary executions of 
suspected drug offenders arising from President 
Duterte’s ‘‘War on Drugs’’; 

(4) on August 22, 2016, Senator De Lima con-
ducted Senate hearings during which alleged 
former death squad members detailed 
extrajudicial killings executed as part of the 
antidrug campaign and one member testified 
that Duterte participated in extrajudicial 
killings as mayor of Davao City; and 

(5) on August 2, 2016, and September 19, 2016, 
Senator De Lima delivered two privileged 
speeches on the Senate floor calling on Presi-
dent Duterte to end the killings; 

Whereas President Duterte vowed to publicly 
destroy Senator De Lima; 

Whereas the charges against Senator De Lima 
were supported by testimony from inmates 
whose illegal activities were disrupted by her 
2014 raid; 

Whereas the United Nations Human Rights 
Council’s Working Group on Arbitrary Deten-
tion adopted an Opinion on August 24, 2018, 
finding several categories of arbitrary detention 
and concluding, ‘‘Ms. De Lima’s political views 
and convictions are clearly at the centre of the 
present case and that the authorities have dis-
played an attitude towards her that can only be 
characterized as targeted and discriminatory. 
Indeed, she has been the target of partisan per-
secution and there is no explanation for this 
other than her exercise of the right to express 
such views and convictions as a human rights 
defender.’’; 

Whereas the Department of State’s 2017 
Human Rights Report highlighted due process 
obstructions in the case of Senator De Lima, 
stating, ‘‘During the year prosecutors used a va-
riety of legal tactics, including filing new and 
amending previous charges, to delay arraign-
ment.’’; 

Whereas the United Nations Working Group 
on Arbitrary Detention recommended that the 
Government of the Philippines adopt certain 
measures, including— 

(1) the immediate release of Senator De Lima; 
(2) an independent investigation of the cir-

cumstances surrounding the arbitrary detention; 
and 

(3) the provision of compensation and other 
reparations, including reinstatement to the posi-
tions from which she was ousted; 

Whereas, on July 20, 2017, the Tom Lantos 
Human Rights Commission of the United States 
Congress held a hearing on The Human Rights 
Consequences of the War on Drugs in the Phil-
ippines, during which Human Rights Watch tes-
tified about the ‘‘relentless government cam-
paign’’ against Senator De Lima ‘‘in evident re-
sponse to her outspoken criticism of Duterte’s 
‘war on drugs’ and her calls for account-
ability’’; 

Whereas Amnesty International finds Senator 
De Lima’s detention to be based solely on her 
criticism of the Government of the Philippines, 
her political beliefs, and her peaceful defense of 
human rights, and considers her a Prisoner of 
Conscience; 

Whereas the immediate release of Senator De 
Lima has been called for by nongovernmental 
organizations, human rights groups, parliamen-
tary bodies, and individuals including the Euro-
pean Parliament, the Australian Parliament, 
the Inter-Parliamentary Union, Amnesty Inter-
national, Human Rights Watch, Liberal Inter-
national, ASEAN Parliamentarians for Human 
Rights, and many of Senator De Lima’s col-
leagues in the Senate minority bloc; 

Whereas Maria Ressa, an investigative jour-
nalist who founded the online news platform 
Rappler, has been arrested several times on 
charges against her and her news organization 
widely viewed by human rights observers and a 
number of governments as part of a pattern of 
‘‘weaponizing the rule of law’’ to repress inde-
pendent media; and 

Whereas Ms. Ressa has been released on bail, 
but she and Rappler still face charges and will 
soon be standing trial: Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the Senate— 
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(1) condemns— 
(A) the Government of the Philippines for its 

role in state-sanctioned extrajudicial killings by 
police and other armed individuals as part of 
the ‘‘War on Drugs’’; 

(B) the arrest and detention of human rights 
defenders and political leaders who exercise 
their rights to freedom of expression; 

(C) the harassment, arrest, and unjustified ju-
dicial proceedings against the media and jour-
nalists, in particular, the proceeding against 
Rappler and Maria Ressa; and 

(D) the continued detention of Senator Leila 
De Lima; 

(2) considers Senator De Lima to be a prisoner 
of conscience, detained solely on account of her 
political views and the legitimate exercise of her 
freedom of expression; 

(3) calls on the President of the United States 
to impose sanctions pursuant to the Global 
Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act 
(subtitle F of title XII of Public Law 114–328; 22 
U.S.C. 2656 note) with respect to— 

(A) members of the security forces and offi-
cials of the Government of the Philippines re-
sponsible for extrajudicial killings; and 

(B) officials of the Government of the Phil-
ippines responsible for orchestrating the arrest 
and prolonged detention of Senator De Lima; 

(4) calls on the Government of the Philippines 
to immediately release Senator De Lima, drop 
all charges against her, remove restrictions on 
her personal and work conditions, and allow 
her to fully discharge her legislative mandate, 
especially as Chair of the Committee on Social 
Justice; 

(5) calls on the President of the United States 
to ensure that United States security assistance 
provided to the Philippine National Police is 
fully consistent with the human rights condi-
tions mandated in section 36 of the Arms Export 
Control Act ((22 U.S.C. 2776)) and section 620M 
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, (22 U.S.C. 
2378d); 

(6) urges the Government of the Philippines to 
recognize the importance of human rights de-
fenders and their work and allow them to oper-
ate freely without fear of reprisal; and 

(5) urges the Government of the Philippines to 
guarantee the right to the freedom of the press, 
and to drop all the charges against Maria Ressa 
and Rappler. 

Mrs. FISCHER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee-reported 
amendment to the resolution be agreed 
to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mrs. FISCHER. I know of no further 
debate on the resolution, as amended. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there 
is no further debate, the question is on 
the adoption of the resolution, as 
amended. 

The resolution, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported amendment to the pre-
amble be agreed to; that the preamble, 
as amended, be agreed to; and that the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendment 
to the preamble was agreed to. 

The preamble, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The resolution (S. Res. 142), as 
amended, and the preamble, as amend-
ed, were agreed to. 

EXPRESSING THE IMPORTANCE OF 
THE UNITED STATES ALLIANCE 
WITH THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
AND THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
KOREAN AMERICANS IN THE 
UNITED STATES 

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 366, S. Res. 152. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 152) expressing the 
importance of the United States alliance 
with the Republic of Korea and the contribu-
tions of Korean Americans in the United 
States. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution, 
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, with an 
amendment to strike all after the re-
solving clause and insert the part 
printed in italic and an amendment to 
strike the preamble and insert the part 
printed in italic, as follows: 

S. RES. 152 

Whereas the United States and the Republic 
of Korea enjoy a comprehensive alliance part-
nership, founded in shared strategic interests 
and cemented by a commitment to democratic 
values; 

Whereas the United States and the Republic 
of Korea work closely together to promote inter-
national peace and security, economic pros-
perity, human rights, and the rule of law; 

Whereas the relationship between the United 
States and the Republic of Korea goes as far 
back as Korea’s Chosun Dynasty, when the 
United States and Korea established diplomatic 
relations under the 1882 Treaty of Peace, Amity, 
Commerce, and Navigation; 

Whereas, on August 15, 1948, the Provisional 
Government of the Republic of Korea, estab-
lished on April 11, 1919, was dissolved and 
transitioned to the First Republic of Korea, the 
first independent government; 

Whereas United States military personnel 
have maintained a continuous presence on the 
Korean Peninsula since the Mutual Defense 
Treaty Between the United States and the Re-
public of Korea (5 UST 2368) was signed at 
Washington on October 1, 1953; 

Whereas, on May 7, 2013, the United States 
and the Republic of Korea signed a Joint Dec-
laration in Commemoration of the 60th Anniver-
sary of the Alliance Between the Republic of 
Korea and the United States; 

Whereas 63 years ago the Treaty of Friend-
ship, Commerce, and Navigation between the 
United States and the Republic of Korea, with 
Protocol (8 UST 2217) was signed at Seoul on 
November 28, 1956; 

Whereas the economic relationship between 
the United States and the Republic of Korea is 
deep and mutually beneficial to both countries; 

Whereas the Republic of Korea is the United 
States seventh-largest trading partner; 

Whereas the Republic of Korea is one of the 
fastest growing sources of foreign direct invest-
ment in the United States; 

Whereas the United States is the second larg-
est source of foreign direct investment in the Re-
public of Korea; 

Whereas, on January 13, 1903, 102 pioneer Ko-
rean immigrants arrived in the United States, 
initiating the first chapter of Korean immigra-
tion to America; 

Whereas the over 2,000,000 Korean Americans 
living in the United States contribute to the di-

versity and prosperity of our Nation, participate 
in all facets of American life, and have made 
significant contributions to the economic vitality 
of the United States; 

Whereas members of the Korean American 
community serve with distinction in the United 
States Armed Forces; 

Whereas Korean Americans continue to build 
and strengthen the alliance between the United 
States and the Republic of Korea; and 

Whereas the Asia Reassurance Initiative Act 
(Public Law 115–409), signed into law on Decem-
ber 31, 2018, states that the United States Gov-
ernment— 

(1) is committed to the Mutual Defense Treaty 
Between the United States and the Republic of 
Korea and all related and subsequent bilateral 
security agreements and arrangements con-
cluded on or before the date of the enactment of 
that Act; 

(2) recognizes the vital role of the alliance be-
tween the United States and South Korea in 
promoting peace and security in the Indo-Pa-
cific region; and 

(3) calls for the strengthening and broadening 
of diplomatic, economic, and security ties be-
tween the United States and the Republic of 
Korea: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, 
That the Senate— 

(1) recognizes the vital role the alliance of the 
United States and the Republic of Korea plays 
in promoting peace and security in the Indo-Pa-
cific region; 

(2) calls for the strengthening and broadening 
of diplomatic, economic, and security ties be-
tween the United States and the Republic of 
Korea; and 

(3) reaffirms the United States alliance with 
the Republic of Korea is central to advancing 
United States interests and engagement in the 
region, based on shared commitments to democ-
racy, free-market economics, human rights, and 
the rule of law. 

Mrs. FISCHER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee-reported sub-
stitute amendment to the resolution be 
agreed to; that the resolution, as 
amended, be agreed to; that the com-
mittee-reported amendment to the pre-
amble be agreed to; that the preamble, 
as amended, be agreed to; and that the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendment, 
in the nature of a substitute, was 
agreed to. 

The resolution, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The committee-reported amendment 
to the preamble was agreed to. 

The preamble, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The resolution (S. Res. 152), as 
amended, and the preamble, as amend-
ed, were agreed to. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE IRAN HOSTAGE 
CRISIS 
Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 368, S. Res. 395. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 395) recognizing the 
40th anniversary of the Iran Hostage Crisis, 
and for other purposes. 
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