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market-based economics, and its efforts to
support these values around the world;

(4) congratulates the former communist
countries of Europe for their substantial
progress over the past 30 years towards
strengthening their democracies, protecting
human rights, combating the corruption en-
demic to communist regimes, transitioning
to market-based economies, and resolving
longstanding disputes; and

(5) reaffirms the United States commit-
ment to supporting democratic reform, and
urges these countries to continue this
progress so that their democracies and
economies can thrive and their people can
prosper.

Mrs. FISCHER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to;
that the committee-reported amend-
ment to the preamble be agreed to;
that the preamble, as amended, be
agreed to; and that the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The committee-reported amendment
to the preamble was agreed to.

The preamble, as amended,
agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble, as
amended, was agreed to as follows:

S. RES. 385

Whereas November 9, 2019, marks the 30th
anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall,
one of the most visible symbols of com-
munism and the “Iron Curtain’ that divided
Europe, which led to the reunification of
Germany;

Whereas, beginning with the Russian Revo-
lution of 1917, communist governments
around the world denied freedom to and per-
secuted their citizens for most of the 20th
century, resulting in the deaths of up to
100,000,000 people;

Whereas, in the aftermath of World War II,
the Soviet Union established control over
countries in Central and Eastern Europe and
further increased its power through the foun-
dation of the Warsaw Pact military alliance
between the Soviet Union, Albania, Bulgaria,
Czechoslovakia, East Germany, Hungary,
Poland, and Romania;

Whereas the Soviet Union blockade of West
Berlin in the summer of 1948 left West Ber-
liners with only one month’s worth of provi-
sions;

Whereas, in what became known as the
“Berlin Airlift”’, the United States and
United Kingdom responded to the blockade
by airlifting 2,325,809 tons of food and sup-
plies during 277,569 total flights into West
Berlin;

Whereas the Soviet Union was forced to
lift the blockade of West Berlin on May 12,
1949, in light of the success of the Berlin Air-
1ift;

Whereas the Berlin Wall, built in 1961, sep-
arated communist East Germany from demo-
cratic West Germany, dividing the German
people and symbolically dividing the world
into democratic and authoritarian spheres;

Whereas, in West Berlin in 1963, President
John F. Kennedy spoke out against the Ber-
lin Wall and communism, declaring that
“[flreedom has many difficulties and democ-
racy is not perfect, but we have never had to
put a wall up to keep our people in, to pre-
vent them from leaving us’’;

Whereas, during the 28 years of the Berlin
Wall’s existence, more than 75,000 people
were imprisoned for attempting to leave
East Germany, and more than 1,000 people
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are estimated to have been killed trying to
escape;

Whereas Soviet forces brutally repressed
demonstrations against repressive com-
munist governments in Hungary in 1956,
Czechoslovakia in 1968, and Poland in 1980;

Whereas the United States Congress played
a crucial role in the founding of Radio Free
Europe and Radio Liberty, independent and
uncensored news outlets that broadcast be-
hind the Iron Curtain and have been credited
by former Russian President Boris Yeltsin
and former Czech President Vaclav Havel
with playing a significant role in the ending
of the Cold War;

Whereas, in West Berlin in 1987, President
Ronald Reagan, standing at the Brandenburg
Gate, symbolically referred to both the phys-
ical wall and the division of the world and
implored Soviet Premier Mikhail Gorbachev
to “‘tear down this Wall!”’;

Whereas President Reagan stated, ‘‘As long
as this gate is closed, as long as this scar of
a wall is permitted to stand, it is not the
German question alone that remains open,
but the question of freedom for all man-
kind.”’;

Whereas, on August 23, 1989, several mil-
lion people across the Baltic States of Esto-
nia, Latvia, and Lithuania, which were ille-
gally annexed in 1940 by the Soviet Union,
demonstrated bravery and resilience by join-
ing hands to form a b500-kilometer long
human chain to peacefully demand their
independence;

Whereas, at midnight on November 9, 1989,
the Berlin Wall symbolically fell, and East
Berliners were allowed to cross into the
West;

Whereas, that night, East Berliners took
pickaxes to this hated symbol of oppression,
and during the following three days more
than 2,000,000 people visited West Berlin from
the East;

Whereas, on November 13, 1989, the United
States Senate welcomed ‘‘the opening of the
Berlin Wall as symbolic of the beginning of
the process of reform taking place in the
German Democratic Republic (East Ger-
many) and throughout Eastern Europe’’;

Whereas, after the fall of the Berlin Wall,
a wave of democratic governance swept the
world;

Whereas, by the summer of 1990, democrat-
ically elected governments had been formed
in all former Warsaw Pact countries;

Whereas the reunification of Germany was
officially declared on October 3, 1990;

Whereas the process of German reunifica-
tion faced significant economic, structural,
cultural, and political challenges both with-
in Germany and in Europe and took dedi-
cated political leaders and citizens, with the
support of allied nations, over a decade to
achieve;

Whereas, on December 25, 1991, the Soviet
flag was lowered from over the Kremlin for
the final time, replaced by the Russian flag;

Whereas Mr. Gorbachev later said, ‘“The
Soviet model was defeated not only on the
economic and social levels; it was defeated
on a cultural level. Our society, our people,
the most educated, the most intellectual, re-
jected that model on the cultural level be-
cause it does not respect the man, oppresses
him spiritually and politically.’’;

Whereas, since its reunification, Germany
has become the world’s fourth largest econ-
omy, has served as a leading voice in the Eu-
ropean Union (EU), the Group of 7, and the
United Nations, and has been consistently
rated by Freedom House as one of the
world’s freest countries;

Whereas the United States and Germany
share a close and multidimensional relation-
ship, including security cooperation and an
economic and trade partnership;
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Whereas the United States and Germany
share values of freedom, democracy, and
human rights and work in tandem to support
and uphold these three pillars globally;

Whereas Germany demonstrated uncondi-
tional solidarity with the United States fol-
lowing the September 11, 2001, attacks and
leadership within NATO during the invoca-
tion of Article V of the North Atlantic Trea-
ty in recognition that an attack on one is an
attack on all;

Whereas the 30th anniversary of the fall of
the Berlin Wall coincides with the 70th anni-
versary of the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation (NATO) and the 15th anniversary of
the European Union ‘‘Big Bang’’, when 10
mostly post-communist countries joined the
EU’s community of democracies;

Whereas many former Soviet and com-
munist countries are prospering as a result
of their democratic and economic reforms,
reflected in their memberships in the EU and
NATO; and

Whereas the fall of the Berlin Wall sig-
nified the end of the division of Europe and,
ultimately, the triumph of democracy over
communism: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the 30th anniversary of the
fall of the Berlin Wall as the start of German
reunification and democratic change in East-
ern Europe and much of the rest of the
world;

(2) values the significant efforts made by
German and European citizens to reunify
and reinvigorate a united Germany;

(3) recognizes Germany for its steadfast al-
liance and friendship with the United States,
its leadership within the European Union, its
commitment to democracy, rule of law, and
market-based economics, and its efforts to
support these values around the world;

(4) congratulates the former communist
countries of Europe for their substantial
progress over the past 30 years towards
strengthening their democracies, protecting
human rights, combating the corruption en-
demic to communist regimes, transitioning
to market-based economies, and resolving
longstanding disputes; and

(5) reaffirms the United States commit-
ment to supporting democratic reform, and
urges these countries to continue this
progress so that their democracies and
economies can thrive and their people can
prosper.

———
EXPRESSING SERIOUS CONCERN
ABOUT WIDESPREAD IRREG-

ULARITIES IN BOLIVIA’S OCTO-
BER 20, 2019, GENERAL ELEC-
TIONS AND SUPPORTING THE
CONVENING OF NEW ELECTIONS
IN BOLIVIA AT THE EARLIEST
POSSIBLE DATE

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 341, S. Res. 447.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 447) expressing seri-
ous concern about widespread irregularities
in Bolivia’s October 20, 2019, general elec-
tions and supporting the convening of new
elections in Bolivia at the earliest possible
date.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution,
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, with an
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amendment to strike all after the re-
solving clause and insert the part
printed in italic, and with an amend-
ment to the preamble to strike the pre-
amble and insert the part printed in
italic, as follows:

S. RES. 447

Whereas Evo Morales was elected as the first
indigenous president of Bolivia in 2005;

Whereas, in 2009, Bolivians approved by a
vote of more than 60 percent in a nationwide
referendum a mew constitution that established
a limit of two 5-year presidential terms and de-
clared the country a plurinational state in order
to better reflect Bolivia’s dozens of ethnic
groups;

Whereas, in 2009 and 2014, President Morales
won re-election to a second and third term in of-
fice with more than 60 percent of the vote;

Whereas, in 2016, 51.3 percent of Bolivian vot-
ers rejected a national referendum on the pro-
posal by the Administration of President Mo-
rales to lift presidential term limits;

Whereas, in 2017, despite the results of the
2016 national referendum, President Movrales’
political allies in the Bolivian Constitutional
Tribunal removed presidential term limits;

Whereas, on October 20, 2019, amid existing
concerns over the politicization of Bolivia’s elec-
toral commission, Bolivian voters went to the
polls for general elections to choose a new presi-
dent, members of the Senate, and members of the
Chamber of Deputies;

Whereas, at the invitation of Morales Admin-
istration, the Organization of American States
(OAS) General Secretariat sent an Electoral Ob-
servation Mission to Bolivia that was comprised
of 92 experts and observers from 24 different na-
tionalities deployed in the country’s nine de-
partments and in three countries in which Bo-
livian expatriates could cast their votes abroad;

Whereas, on October 20, 2019, Bolivian elec-
toral authorities stopped reporting the prelimi-
nary vote count for a period of 20 hours, subse-
quently announced preliminary results that ne-
gated the need for a second-round election, and
Evo Morales proclaimed himself the winner of
the presidential election;

Whereas, on October 21, 2019, the OAS Elec-
toral Observation Mission in Bolivia expressed
‘“‘deep concern and surprise at the drastic and
hard-to-explain change in the trend of the pre-
liminary results revealed after the closing of the
polls’’;

Whereas, in the aftermath of the October 20,
2019, general elections, violent protests occurred
throughout Bolivia in response to electoral
irregularities and the findings of the OAS Elec-
toral Observation Mission;

Whereas, on October 30, 2019, the Morales Ad-
ministration and the OAS General Secretariat
signed an agreement to have the OAS conduct
an audit of the integrity of the October 20, 2019,
general elections;

Whereas, on November 10, 2019, an OAS tech-
nical mission issued a report on its audit of the
integrity of the October 20, 2019, general elec-
tions, which included findings that—

(1) the preliminary and final election results
were transmitted via a flawed computer trans-
mission system that was accessed by unauthor-
ized outside computer servers;

(2) there was a deficient chain of custody for
and significant irregularities in the electoral
tally sheets and other electoral records; and

(3) the audit team could not validate the re-
sults of the election and therefore recommended
a new electoral process;

Whereas, on November 10, 2019, President Mo-
rales acknowledged the results of the OAS tech-
nical mission, announced that he would call
new elections, and stated that, ‘“‘new national
elections will allow the Bolivian people to demo-
cratically choose mnew authorities with their
vote’’;

Whereas, in the face of widespread public pro-
tests and a deteriorating security environment,
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President Movrales departed Bolivia on November
12, 2019, and was granted asylum by the Gov-
ernment of Mexico;

Whereas, on November 12, 2019, the Bolivian
Constitutional Tribunal recognized an interim
president of Bolivia,

Whereas the transitional government in Bo-
livia signed a law on November 24, 2019, stating
that new elections must be held within 120 days
after the election of a new Electoral Tribunal by
the National Assembly;

Whereas the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights (IACHR) stated that protests oc-
curring in Bolivia since the October 20, 2019,
general election have left 23 people dead and
more than 700 people injured; and

Whereas the TACHR has urged the Bolivian
state ‘‘to adopt all measures mecessary to pre-
vent impunity, to protect the right to peaceful
assembly, and to take urgent action to preserve
Bolivians’ lives and integrity, as well as ensur-
ing that journalists and autonomous institu-
tions to protect and defend human rights can do
their job’’: Now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses concern about the numerous
irregularities that occurred during the October
20, 2019, general elections in Bolivia,

(2) commends the efforts of the OAS Electoral
Observation Mission in Bolivia and supports the
findings of the OAS electoral audit mission,
which documented numerous irregularities dur-
ing the October 2019 general elections in Bolivia,

(3) deplores the acts of violence that have oc-
curred in Bolivia in the aftermath of the Octo-
ber 20, 2019, general elections and urges all Bo-
livians to repudiate violence and to peacefully
exercise their rights of freedom of expression
and assembly;

(4) urges Bolivia’s transitional government to
work expeditiously to establish the conditions
for an inclusive, credible, transparent, and
democratic elections as soon as possible in ac-
cordance with their laws and constitution;

(5) encourages the Bolivian state to protect
the human rights of all persons, including in-
digenous groups, regardless of political affili-
ation, ethnicity, religion, or sex;

(6) encourages the Department of State and
the U.S. Mission to the Organization of Amer-
ican States to provide all appropriate support to
facilitate the convening of free, fair, and trans-
parent democratic elections in Bolivia as soon as
possible in accordance with their laws and con-
stitution;

(7) encourages the Organization of American
States to take all necessary steps, in accordance
with the principles of the Inter-American Demo-
cratic Charter, to ensure respect for the will of
Bolivian voters and the integrity of the new
democratic elections in Bolivia as soon as pos-
sible in accordance with their laws and con-
stitution; and

(8) supports the call by the Permanent Coun-
cil of the Organization of American States for
Bolivian authorities to ensure full respect and
protection of human rights and accountability
for any violation thereof.

Mrs. FISCHER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee-reported sub-
stitute amendment to the resolution be
agreed to; that the resolution, as
amended, be agreed to; that the com-
mittee-reported amendment to the pre-
amble be agreed to; that the preamble,
as amended, be agreed to; and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was
agreed to.

The resolution (S. Res.
amended, was agreed to.
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The committee-reported amendment
to the preamble was agreed to.

The preamble, as amended, was
agreed to.

The resolution, as amended, with its
preamble, as amended, reads as follows:

S. RES. 447

Whereas Evo Morales was elected as the
first indigenous president of Bolivia in 2005;

Whereas, in 2009, Bolivians approved by a
vote of more than 60 percent in a nationwide
referendum a new constitution that estab-
lished a limit of two 5-year presidential
terms and declared the country a
plurinational state in order to better reflect
Bolivia’s dozens of ethnic groups;

Whereas, in 2009 and 2014, President Mo-
rales won re-election to a second and third
term in office with more than 60 percent of
the vote;

Whereas, in 2016, 51.3 percent of Bolivian
voters rejected a national referendum on the
proposal by the Administration of President
Morales to lift presidential term limits;

Whereas, in 2017, despite the results of the
2016 national referendum, President Morales’
political allies in the Bolivian Constitu-
tional Tribunal removed presidential term
limits;

Whereas, on October 20, 2019, amid existing
concerns over the politicization of Bolivia’'s
electoral commission, Bolivian voters went
to the polls for general elections to choose a
new president, members of the Senate, and
members of the Chamber of Deputies;

Whereas, at the invitation of Morales Ad-
ministration, the Organization of American
States (OAS) General Secretariat sent an
Electoral Observation Mission to Bolivia
that was comprised of 92 experts and observ-
ers from 24 different nationalities deployed
in the country’s nine departments and in
three countries in which Bolivian expatri-
ates could cast their votes abroad;

Whereas, on October 20, 2019, Bolivian elec-
toral authorities stopped reporting the pre-
liminary vote count for a period of 20 hours,
subsequently announced preliminary results
that negated the need for a second-round
election, and Evo Morales proclaimed him-
self the winner of the presidential election;

Whereas, on October 21, 2019, the OAS Elec-
toral Observation Mission in Bolivia ex-
pressed ‘‘deep concern and surprise at the
drastic and hard-to-explain change in the
trend of the preliminary results revealed
after the closing of the polls’’;

Whereas, in the aftermath of the October
20, 2019, general elections, violent protests
occurred throughout Bolivia in response to
electoral irregularities and the findings of
the OAS Electoral Observation Mission;

Whereas, on October 30, 2019, the Morales
Administration and the OAS General Secre-
tariat signed an agreement to have the OAS
conduct an audit of the integrity of the Oc-
tober 20, 2019, general elections;

Whereas, on November 10, 2019, an OAS
technical mission issued a report on its audit
of the integrity of the October 20, 2019, gen-
eral elections, which included findings that—

(1) the preliminary and final election re-
sults were transmitted via a flawed com-
puter transmission system that was accessed
by unauthorized outside computer servers;

(2) there was a deficient chain of custody
for and significant irregularities in the elec-
toral tally sheets and other electoral
records; and

(3) the audit team could not validate the
results of the election and therefore rec-
ommended a new electoral process;

Whereas, on November 10, 2019, President
Morales acknowledged the results of the OAS
technical mission, announced that he would
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call new elections, and stated that, ‘‘new na-
tional elections will allow the Bolivian peo-
ple to democratically choose new authorities
with their vote”’;

Whereas, in the face of widespread public
protests and a deteriorating security envi-
ronment, President Morales departed Bolivia
on November 12, 2019, and was granted asy-
lum by the Government of Mexico;

Whereas, on November 12, 2019, the Boliv-
ian Constitutional Tribunal recognized an
interim president of Bolivia;

Whereas the transitional government in
Bolivia signed a law on November 24, 2019,
stating that new elections must be held
within 120 days after the election of a new
Electoral Tribunal by the National Assem-
bly;

Whereas the Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights (IACHR) stated that pro-
tests occurring in Bolivia since the October
20, 2019, general election have left 23 people
dead and more than 700 people injured; and

Whereas the TACHR has urged the Bolivian
state ‘‘to adopt all measures necessary to
prevent impunity, to protect the right to
peaceful assembly, and to take urgent action
to preserve Bolivians’ lives and integrity, as
well as ensuring that journalists and autono-
mous institutions to protect and defend
human rights can do their job’’: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses concern about the numerous
irregularities that occurred during the Octo-
ber 20, 2019, general elections in Bolivia;

(2) commends the efforts of the OAS Elec-
toral Observation Mission in Bolivia and sup-
ports the findings of the OAS electoral audit
mission, which documented numerous irreg-
ularities during the October 2019 general
elections in Bolivia;

(3) deplores the acts of violence that have
occurred in Bolivia in the aftermath of the
October 20, 2019, general elections and urges
all Bolivians to repudiate violence and to
peacefully exercise their rights of freedom of
expression and assembly;

(4) urges Bolivia’s transitional government
to work expeditiously to establish the condi-
tions for an inclusive, credible, transparent,
and democratic elections as soon as possible
in accordance with their laws and constitu-
tion;

(5) encourages the Bolivian state to protect
the human rights of all persons, including in-
digenous groups, regardless of political affili-
ation, ethnicity, religion, or sex;

(6) encourages the Department of State
and the U.S. Mission to the Organization of
American States to provide all appropriate
support to facilitate the convening of free,
fair, and transparent democratic elections in
Bolivia as soon as possible in accordance
with their laws and constitution;

(7) encourages the Organization of Amer-
ican States to take all necessary steps, in ac-
cordance with the principles of the Inter-
American Democratic Charter, to ensure re-
spect for the will of Bolivian voters and the
integrity of the new democratic elections in
Bolivia as soon as possible in accordance
with their laws and constitution; and

(8) supports the call by the Permanent
Council of the Organization of American
States for Bolivian authorities to ensure full
respect and protection of human rights and
accountability for any violation thereof.

————

CONDEMNING THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE PHILIPPINES FOR ITS
CONTINUED DETENTION OF SEN-
ATOR LEILA DE LIMA, CALLING
FOR HER IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Senate
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proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 365, Senate Res. 142.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 142) condemning the
Government of the Philippines for its contin-
ued detention of Senator Leila De Lima,
calling for her immediate release, and for
other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution,
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, with an
amendment to strike all after the re-
solving clause and insert the part
printed in italic and an amendment to
strike the preamble and insert the part
printed in italic, as follows:

Whereas extrajudicial killings perpetrated by
the Government of the Philippines as part of a
government-directed antidrug campaign present
the foremost human rights challenge in the
Philippines;

Whereas the Department of State’s 2017
Human Rights Report motes mumerous human
rights concerns, including the persecution of
human rights defenders and the detention of po-
litical prisoners in the Philippines, stating,
“The most significant human rights issues in-
cluded: killings by security forces, vigilantes
and others allegedly connected to the govern-
ment, and by insurgents; torture and abuse of
prisoners and detainees by security forces; often
harsh and life threatening prison conditions;
warrantless arrests by security forces and cases
of apparent government disregard for legal
rights and due process; political prisoners;
killings of and threats against journalists; offi-
cial corruption and abuse of power; threats of
violence against human rights activists; violence
against women; and forced labor.”’;

Whereas the Department of State’s 2018
Human Rights report motes numerous human
rights concerns in the Philippines, including
“unlawful or arbitrary killings by security
forces, vigilantes, and others allegedly con-
nected to the govermment, and by insurgents;
forced disappearance; torture; arbitrary deten-
tion; harsh and life-threatening prison condi-
tions; political prisoners; arbitrary or unlawful
interference with privacy; criminal libel; killings
of and threats against journalists; official cor-
ruption and abuse of power; and the use of
forced and child labor’’;

Whereas, on February 23, 2017, an arrest war-
rant was issued for Philippine Senator Leila De
Lima for allegations related to drug trafficking,
and as of April 4, 2019, Senator De Lima had
been detained for 770 days;

Whereas the charges brought against Senator
De Lima followed a history of criticicing
extrajudicial killings in the Philippines and the
Rodrigo R. Duterte administration’s antidrug
campaign, including—

(1) in 2009, in her capacity as Chair of the
Commission on Human Rights, Senator De Lima
investigated the alleged involvement of then-
Mayor of Davao City Rodrigo R. Duterte in the
extrajudicial killings executed by the so-called
“Davao Death Squad’’;

(2) on December 15, 2014, then-Secretary of
Justice De Lima led a raid of the national peni-
tentiary which resulted in the confiscation of
drugs, firearms, and contraband items and the
extraction of 19 drug lords and high-profile in-
mates involved in the facility’s drug network;

(3) on July 13, 2016, Senator De Lima, in her
capacity as Chair of the Senate Committee on
Justice and Human Rights, filed Senate Resolu-
tion No. 9 calling for an investigation into
extrajudicial killings and summary executions of
suspected drug offenders arising from President
Duterte’s “War on Drugs’’;
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(4) on August 22, 2016, Senator De Lima con-
ducted Senate hearings during which alleged
former death squad members detailed
extrajudicial killings executed as part of the
antidrug campaign and one member testified
that Duterte participated in extrajudicial
killings as mayor of Davao City; and

(5) on August 2, 2016, and September 19, 2016,
Senator De Lima delivered two privileged
speeches on the Senate floor calling on Presi-
dent Duterte to end the killings;

Whereas President Duterte vowed to publicly
destroy Senator De Lima;

Whereas the charges against Senator De Lima
were supported by testimony from inmates
whose illegal activities were disrupted by her
2014 raid;

Whereas the United Nations Human Rights
Council’s Working Group on Arbitrary Deten-
tion adopted an Opinion on August 24, 2018,
finding several categories of arbitrary detention
and concluding, ‘‘Ms. De Lima’s political views
and convictions are clearly at the centre of the
present case and that the authorities have dis-
played an attitude towards her that can only be
charactericed as targeted and discriminatory.
Indeed, she has been the target of partisan per-
secution and there is mo explanation for this
other than her exercise of the right to express
such views and convictions as a human rights
defender.”’;

Whereas the Department of State’s 2017
Human Rights Report highlighted due process
obstructions in the case of Senator De Lima,
stating, ‘‘During the year prosecutors used a va-
riety of legal tactics, including filing new and
amending previous charges, to delay arraign-
ment.”’;

Whereas the United Nations Working Group
on Arbitrary Detention recommended that the
Government of the Philippines adopt certain
measures, including—

(1) the immediate release of Senator De Lima;

(2) an independent investigation of the cir-
cumstances surrounding the arbitrary detention;
and

(3) the provision of compensation and other
reparations, including reinstatement to the posi-
tions from which she was ousted;

Whereas, on July 20, 2017, the Tom Lantos
Human Rights Commission of the United States
Congress held a hearing on The Human Rights
Consequences of the War on Drugs in the Phil-
ippines, during which Human Rights Watch tes-
tified about the ‘‘relentless govermment cam-
paign’’ against Senator De Lima ‘‘in evident re-
sponse to her outspoken criticism of Duterte’s
‘war on drugs’ and her calls for account-
ability”’;

Whereas Amnesty International finds Senator
De Lima’s detention to be based solely on her
criticism of the Government of the Philippines,
her political beliefs, and her peaceful defense of
human rights, and considers her a Prisoner of
Conscience;

Whereas the immediate release of Senator De
Lima has been called for by mongovernmental
organizations, human rights groups, parliamen-
tary bodies, and individuals including the Euro-
pean Parliament, the Australian Parliament,
the Inter-Parliamentary Union, Amnesty Inter-
national, Human Rights Watch, Liberal Inter-
national, ASEAN Parliamentarians for Human
Rights, and many of Senator De Lima’s col-
leagues in the Senate minority bloc;

Whereas Maria Ressa, an investigative jour-
nalist who founded the online mews platform
Rappler, has been arrested several times on
charges against her and her news organization
widely viewed by human rights observers and a
number of governments as part of a pattern of
“weaponizing the rule of law’ to repress inde-
pendent media; and

Whereas Ms. Ressa has been released on bail,
but she and Rappler still face charges and will
soon be standing trial: Now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Senate—
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