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of her efforts, children and their fami-
lies have been able to enjoy the field as 
a clean, safe, fun place to play. 

Cassie was an animal lover and dedi-
cated her life to rescuing pets who had 
been cast aside, even taking an animal 
behavior class in Tennessee so she 
could better understand the language 
of dogs. Cassie’s beloved dog, Emma, 
was a chocolate lab who passed away 
just a few months ago. Cassie grieved 
deeply for Emma because she had a 
special connection with her. Years ago, 
when Cassie was in high school, Emma 
had nine chocolate lab pups—in 
Cassie’s bedroom. Her mom tells the 
story of taking the runt of the litter 
with her to pick Cassie up at school. 
When they got home, there were choco-
late lab pups everywhere. That was 
just one of the many adventures Cassie 
had with Emma. No doubt, they are re-
united again. 

Cassie was a music lover, most likely 
because her mother sang her to sleep as 
a child. She was surrounded by instru-
ments and music throughout her life. 
She loved to make the world beautiful, 
and that is also why she enjoyed deco-
rating for the holidays. The weekend 
before she passed, she decorated her 
mother’s house for Christmas, along-
side her dear sister, Chelsea. One of the 
last actions she took the day of her 
passing was to wipe the snow from 
those holiday decorations because she 
always looked out for her mother any 
way she could. 

Most importantly, Cassie was a genu-
inely good person and lived her whole 
life with West Virginia values. She 
worked hard and bought her own home 
at the age of 25. She was beloved in the 
community and in her profession, as 
evidenced in the tremendous out-
pouring of grief, support, and fellow-
ship that followed her tragic passing. 
Her mother describes her as respectful 
and well-mannered throughout her 
whole life. Cassie will be deeply missed 
not only because of who she was but 
because we are all so keenly aware of 
and sorrowful for what might have 
been. 

No one can ever take away what 
Cassie represented to the Charleston 
community and the entire Mountain 
State. Every one of our female leaders 
in West Virginia is the epitome of 
strength and advancement in their 
fields and serve as inspiring role mod-
els for the next generation, and that is 
due in great part to the women who 
broke ground in generations past. Be-
cause of their accomplishments, more 
young women like Cassie have, and 
will, blaze their own trails and con-
tinue to make our State and entire Na-
tion proud. I have such tremendous re-
spect for our police officers and all of 
our first responders. Cassie’s compas-
sion, courage, and selflessness will live 
on through the memories of those who 
knew and loved her, as well as through 
the countless lives she touched and in-
spired every day. She leaves us having 
made a profound impact in the commu-
nity she loved as well as in the lives of 
those around her. 

I had the tremendous and humbling 
honor of visiting with Cassie’s family 
at her bedside in her final hours. It is 
clear to me that Cassie came from 
strong roots and that her life was filled 
with joy and love. She was a beloved 
daughter, sister, and a loyal friend, 
who adored her three dogs and all ani-
mals. True to her character, Cassie was 
an organ donor, and her final act of 
selflessness has given someone else a 
chance at life. 

The Charleston Police Department 
has retired Cassie’s unit number, 146. I 
know I join the entire Mountain State 
in mourning our shared loss of this 
bright, generous, vibrant spirit. Gayle 
and I extend our deepest condolences to 
Cassie’s mother Sheryl, her sister Chel-
sea, her brother Terry, and all her fam-
ily and friends, her colleagues with the 
Charleston Police Department, as well 
as the city of Charleston, and will for-
ever keep them in our prayers.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING DR. RICHARD 
HOWARD 

∑ Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor a proud West Virginian, 
noble veteran, a beloved son, brother, 
uncle, godfather, great-uncle, and a 
dear friend to all who had the pleasure 
of knowing him. It is a privilege to rec-
ognize the life and legacy of a very 
dear friend to myself and Gayle, Dr. 
Richard Howard, for his many years of 
dedicated service to the city of 
Charleston and beyond. 

Born and raised in Charleston, WV, 
Richard attended West Virginia Uni-
versity, where he achieved many dis-
tinctions as a member of the National 
Blue Key, Helvetia, Sphinx and presi-
dent of the freshman class in 1960. He 
received early acceptance into the 
West Virginia University School of 
Dentistry, earning his doctor of dental 
surgery degree in 1967. Put simply, 
when Richard put his mind to some-
thing, there was no stopping him from 
doing it at 100 percent. 

That mentality worked in his favor 
as he joined the U.S. Air Force as a 
captain, stationed during the Vietnam 
era at Dover Air Force Base. Following 
his honorable discharge, Richard re-
turned to Charleston to start his long- 
tenured career in dentistry. After a 
year as a partner with a local dental 
office, Richard set up his own practice 
as Howard Family Dentistry, later 
known as a joint venture with his 
brother as Howard and Howard Family 
Dentistry. 

There is a lot to be said of someone 
who bravely serves our Nation, then re-
turns home to continue giving back to 
the community that made them who 
they are. When visitors come to West 
Virginia, I jump at the chance to tell 
them we have fought in more wars, 
shed more blood, and lost more lives 
for the cause of freedom than most any 
State. We have always done the heavy 
lifting and never complained. We have 
mined the coal and forged the steel 
that built the guns, ships, and factories 

that have protected and continue to 
protect our country to this day. I am 
so deeply proud of what West Vir-
ginians have accomplished and what 
they will continue to accomplish to 
protect the freedoms we hold dear. 
That is Richard’s legacy, and his cour-
age, loyalty, and humility will never be 
forgotten. 

Richard was deeply involved in the 
community through the Kanawha Val-
ley Dental Association, the West Vir-
ginia Dental Association, the American 
Dental Association, and the Academy 
of General Dentists, the International 
College of Dentists, and was founder 
and twice-serving president of the Vir-
ginia Street Dental Study Club. He was 
a member of the Beni Kedem Shrine, 
the Legion of Honor, Shrine Jesters, a 
32 degree Mason, the Veterans of For-
eign Wars, the Charleston Symphony, 
the Charleston Community Music As-
sociation, and the West Virginia Uni-
versity Woodburn Circle of Honor. 
Richard was a major supporter of his 
church, St. George Orthodox Cathedral, 
of which he was knight in the Order of 
St. Ignatius of Antioch. 

Richard had such a zest for life and 
was a true renaissance man in every 
sense of the word. Each challenge he 
took on, he conquered, and he did so 
with unparalleled generosity, humility, 
and leadership. When his father passed 
away, Richard truly stepped up as the 
family patriarch. He adored his siblings 
and his entire family, always willing to 
offer advice. He would be honest with 
you if you were wrong, but his judge-
ment was always fair. His bright smile 
and vibrant personality made any occa-
sion even more special. His accomplish-
ments are endless and he was an inspi-
ration to all. He is dearly missed. 

Put simply, Richard represented the 
very best of West Virginia, which is 
saying quite a lot. In the Mountain 
State, if you are hungry you will be 
fed. If you are lost, someone will not 
only give you directions but will offer 
to drive you to your destination. That 
is just who we are, and that is who 
Richard was. We have lost a shining 
star in our home State’s capital, but 
his impact on the lives of his patients 
and his passion for this special commu-
nity will last forever. It was an honor 
to have known him and to call him my 
friend. 

What is most important is that Rich-
ard lived a full and accomplished life, 
surrounded by dear friends and family. 
It is my hope that his loved ones are 
able to find peace, strength, and sup-
port in one another. I extend my con-
dolences to his brother Dr. Edward E. 
Howard; sisters Jolene Howard, Janet 
M. Howard, Margaret Howard Teeter 
(Andrew), and Sabrina Howard Stump 
(James); nephew, Dr. Matthew D. 
Stump; and nieces Dr. Jacqueline H. 
Stump, Elizabeth Stevens Bloch (Tom), 
and great nephew Thomas M. Bloch III. 
Gayle and I, from our family to yours, 
extend to you our most sincere condo-
lences for our shared loss of this won-
derful person. The unwavering love 
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Richard had for his family, friends, 
community, our home State, and our 
great Nation will live on forever in the 
hearts of all who knew him.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL 
JAMES A. HOYER 

∑ Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, it is 
an honor to rise today to recognize the 
legacy of MG James A. Hoyer of the 
West Virginia National Guard, a man 
whom I have worked with for decades 
and a man whom I am fortunate to call 
my friend. 

General Hoyer assumed the duties as 
The Adjutant General, West Virginia 
Joint Forces Headquarters-West Vir-
ginia in 2011, providing command guid-
ance and vision to the West Virginia 
Army and Air National Guard of more 
than 6,500 Citizen Soldiers and Airmen. 

Upon obtaining his undergraduate de-
gree from the University of Charleston, 
he was commissioned in 1983 through a 
joint Reserve Officer Training Corps 
program with West Virginia State Uni-
versity. General Hoyer’s military ca-
reer began in the West Virginia Na-
tional Guard as a Cavalry Officer. He 
attended the Special Forces Officer 
Qualification course and spent more 
than 14 years with the 2nd Battalion, 
19th Special Forces Group. General 
Hoyer led the development of the West 
Virginia National Guard Counterdrug 
Task Force and the Joint Interagency 
Training and Education Center and its 
Center for National Response—a na-
tional level operational and training 
capability for critical infrastructure 
protection and consequence response. 
General Hoyer’s most recent assign-
ment was Director, Joint Staff, of the 
West Virginia Joint Force Head-
quarters. 

General Hoyer continued his edu-
cation throughout his career, including 
West Virginia Graduate College in 1987, 
United States Army War College in 
2004, and obtained his Federal/Depart-
ment of Defense Identify Management 
Certificate from the Naval Post Grad-
uate School in 2009. 

Among his many awards, decorations 
and achievements, General Hoyer has 
earned the Legion of Merit, Meri-
torious Service Medal (with 1 Bronze 
Oak Leaf Cluster), Army Commenda-
tion Medal (with 1 Bronze Oak Leaf 
Cluster), Army Achievement Medal 
(with 2 Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters), 
Army Reserve Component Achieve-
ment Medal (with 1 Silver Oak Leaf 
Cluster), National Defense Service 
Medal (with 1 Bronze Service Star), 
Iraq Campaign Medal, Global War on 
Terrorism Service Medal, Armed 
Forces Reserve Medal (with Silver 
Hourglass and M Device), Army Service 
Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon, 
Army Reserve Component Overseas 
Training Ribbon, West Virginia Com-
mendation Medal, West Virginia Emer-
gency Service Ribbon, West Virginia 
State Service Ribbon, West Virginia 
Service Ribbon, West Virginia 
Counterdrug Ribbon, West Virginia 

Distinguished Unit Award, Special 
Forces Tab, Master Parachutist Badge, 
Air Assault Badge, and the Thailand 
Parachute Badge. 

I have seen firsthand how the Guard 
protects the citizens of West Virginia 
when we are in our most desperate 
hour of need and how the Guard pro-
tects our country when called upon to 
serve at the command and control of 
the President of the United States. As 
Governor, my most honored title was 
that of Commander-in-Chief of the 
Guard. I worked closely with Jim 
Hoyer and the Guard and did every-
thing I could to increase capabilities 
for personnel, equipment, and facili-
ties. 

As U.S. Senator, I have the honor of 
serving on the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, as well as the Appropria-
tions Committee, the Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee, and as ranking member on 
the Senate Energy Committee. I con-
tinue to work hand-in-hand with Jim 
Hoyer to promote good policy for the 
Guard, the Department of Defense, and 
all of our Nation’s heroes. 

Throughout my time as Governor 
and as Senator, I have relied on the Na-
tional Guard not only to do their mis-
sion but to provide solid advice so that 
I could form the best policies. I have 
truly counted on Jim Hoyer’s sound 
guidance and military expertise every 
step of the way. Whether it was form-
ing the Congressional Veterans Jobs 
Caucus, writing amendments on the 
Defense bill, preventing war in Syria, 
providing death gratuity benefits for 
families of the fallen during a govern-
ment shutdown, or bringing more mili-
tary assets like the C–130J to West Vir-
ginia, Jim Hoyer has been with me 
every step of the way. 

The West Virginia National Guard 
fulfills its mission of ‘‘Delivering Free-
dom with Courage’’ every single day. I 
am so very proud of the Guard for serv-
ing our State and our Nation so coura-
geously in times of need, and I am 
grateful for their unwavering service 
and selfless efforts to protect our 
homeland. This success is due in large 
part to the Guard’s outstanding leader-
ship, and I am grateful to General 
Hoyer for serving as a part of this leg-
acy of excellence. 

When visitors come to West Virginia, 
I jump at the chance to tell them we 
have fought in more wars, shed more 
blood, and lost more lives for the cause 
of freedom than most any State. We 
have always done the heavy lifting and 
never complained. We have mined the 
coal and forged the steel that built the 
guns, ships, and factories that have 
protected and continue to protect our 
country to this day. I am so deeply 
proud of what West Virginians have ac-
complished and what they will con-
tinue to accomplish to protect the free-
doms we hold dear. 

While General Hoyer is retiring and 
everyone is sure to miss his strong 
leadership, his dedication and commit-
ment to excellence will leave a lasting 
legacy with the countless lives he has 

touched. Again, I congratulate General 
Hoyer for his remarkable years of serv-
ice and his outstanding dedication to 
protecting our great Nation. I am hon-
ored to wish good health and much 
happiness to him, his wife Amy, his 
sons Jacob and Drew, and his wonderful 
extended family in the days and years 
ahead.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JEREMY WAYNE 
HARRELL 

∑ Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, today I 
recognize the tremendous dedication of 
Jeremy Wayne Harrell, of Louisville, 
KY, the founder of an all-volunteer or-
ganization called the Veterans Club. 
Already nationally celebrated for its 
Equine Therapy Program and for ef-
forts to create a recovery center for 
homeless veterans, this unique Ken-
tucky nonprofit has made veteran iso-
lation its singular focus during the 
coronavirus pandemic. A veteran him-
self, Mr. Harrell recognizes that social 
isolation created by the pandemic can 
amplify the sense of loneliness already 
experienced by many veterans as they 
transition into civilian life following 
multiple deployments. Mr. Harrell was 
recently honored by Metro Louisville 
government with its Distinguished 
Veteran and Citizen Award and by 
Humana as the winner of its Boots on 
the Ground Campaign Award. I am 
proud to represent veterans like Jer-
emy Harrell in the U.S. Senate and in 
particular to recognize him today for 
his steadfast commitment to our vet-
erans and their families. The great 
work of the Veterans Club is an inspi-
ration to us all to find and connect 
with those in our communities who 
struggle with a sense of isolation.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message from the President of the 
United States was communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Ridgway, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION 
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
WITH RESPECT TO SERIOUS 
HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSE AND COR-
RUPTION THAT WAS ORIGINALLY 
DECLARED IN EXECUTIVE 
ORDER 13818 OF DECEMBER 20, 
2017—PM 62 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
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