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School. She became the first in her
family to go to college. Her roots in
DPS span three generations. Her moth-
er, Rita Cordova, attended Denver’s
Franklin and Greenlee elementary
schools, Baker Junior High School, and
West High School, before beginning a
career as an office professional at Den-
ver’s Lake Junior High and then her
alma mater, West. Both of Susana and
Eric’s children, Alex and Carmen, are
DPS graduates.

Public education is one generation’s
commitment of equity, freedom, and
prosperity to the generation that fol-
lows. Susana’s story teaches us what
happens when we follow through.
Mothers and fathers pass the benefits
forward to their daughters and sons. At
a community meeting held before she
was selected by the Denver Board of
Education to become superintendent,
she described the promise of public
education like this:

It gave me access and opportunity to a
world that didn’t exist in my neighborhood.
My mother grew up in Denver and went to
the Denver public schools, as well. She didn’t
have access to the kinds of classes I had ac-
cess to. It leveled the playing field for mi-
nority kids like me.

Public education is not a promise
that keeps itself. Susana’s career in
DPS teaches us how much work is
needed to make sure we don’t drop the
ball. We keep the promise one student
and one classroom at a time. It takes
teachers, principals and district lead-
ers, families, and community members,
each willing, like Susana, to do their
part with the patience and diligence
they would wish for their own child.e

————
TRIBUTE TO BILL RANEY

e Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. President, I rise to
recognize Bill Raney, a dedicated West
Virginian, who is retiring after serving
28 years as president and chief execu-
tive officer of the West Virginia Coal
Association.

Bill knows the value of coal—to our
Appalachian communities, where it
puts food on the table; to our State,
where it provides tax revenues to pave
our roads and fund our schools; and to
our Nation, where it has helped power
the greatest economic engine the world
has ever known for more than a cen-
tury. He also appreciates the chal-
lenges and dangers inherent in pro-
ducing the black gold that creates all
that well-being, starting his career
working in public service to protect
our miners.

Starting in 1970, Bill—a graduate of
his beloved West Virginia University—
became familiarized with the coal in-
dustry working as a surface mine in-
spector for the West Virginia Depart-
ment of Natural Resources Division of
Reclamation. In recognition of his
service, he was later promoted to as-
sistant chief of that division. Moving
to the private sector, Bill then served
as vice president of the West Virginia
Mining & Reclamation Association
from 1977, until being named president
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of the West Virginia Coal Association
in 1992. When the two organizations
merged in 2000, he remained president
of the newly formed organization, rep-
resenting the whole of West Virginia’s
coal industry.

Bill held these leadership positions
serving the hard-working coal miners
of West Virginia, while also serving his
country in the West Virginia Army Na-
tional Guard. During his time with the
Guard, he served in various leadership
roles, including commander of the
1092nd Combat Engineer Battalion,
commander of the 111th Engineer
Group, and special assistant to the Ad-
jutant General at the rank of colonel.
Following his personal service, Bill has
continued advocating on behalf of our
guardsmen as president of the West
Virginia National Guard Association
and chairman of the West Virginia Na-
tional Guard Foundation.

Bill’s participation in civic organiza-
tions extends far beyond the military
and the coal industry, as he has served
as both chairman and as a current
board member of the West Virginia
Business & Industry Council; current
board member of the West Virginia
Youth Leadership Association’s Youth
in Government Program, former chair-
man and current board member of the
West Virginia Kids Count Fund; advi-
sory member of the West Virginia De-
partment of Environmental Protection
Advisory Committee; member of the
West Virginia University School of En-
gineering Mining Program Visiting
Committee; as an elder at the First
Presbyterian Church in Charleston;
and volunteering his time with several
other organizations. Bill has left an in-
delible legacy through his commitment
to our State and our Nation’s military,
impacts that will be felt throughout
and beyond the coalfields.

Bill Raney’s passion for the coal in-
dustry and the improvement of the
State has earned him numerous honors
and awards over the course of his dis-
tinguished career. This includes but is
not limited to the Distinguished West
Virginian Award, the WVU Alumni As-
sociation’s Most Loyal Alumni Award,
the National Multiple Sclerosis Asso-
ciation’s Hope Award, and the Lewis
McManus Service Award given by the
West Virginia Youth in Government
Program. Mr. Raney has also been in-
ducted into the West Virginia Coal Hall
of Fame and the First Tee Hall of
Fame.

It has been an honor to know and
work with Bill during his distinguished
tenure representing the coal industry
and several esteemed civic organiza-
tions in West Virginia. He has been a
great ally, resource, and friend to me
over the years, and I will be forever
grateful for his service. I wish him and
his wife Pam many years of joy in this
new phase of life. It is truly an honor
to recognize and congratulate my
friend Bill Raney on his well-deserved
retirement.e®
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TRIBUTE TO PETE SFERRAZZA

e Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President,
today I am honored to recognize former
Reno mayor and justice of the peace
for the Reno Justice Court, Pete
Sferrazza, who retired in October of
this year.

Mr. Sferrazza has a long history of
public service to the great State of Ne-
vada. He served as Reno’s mayor from
1981 until 1995, an unprecedented length
of service, and served as a judge on the
Reno Justice Court from 2008 until his
retirement earlier this year. In the in-
tervening years, Mr. Sferrazza served
as county commissioner for Washoe
County, from 1998 to 2007.

During his time as mayor and
throughout his life of public service,
Mr. Sferrazza focused on advancing
labor rights and economic prosperity,
while promoting the beauty of the
Reno community. As mayor, he led the
establishment of the City of Reno Arts
Commission, as well as the creation of
Reno’s Victim Advocate Program,
which has served as a model for the
rest of the State. Mr. Sferrazza was
also responsible for helping to preserve
the Mt. Rose Wilderness and sup-
porting the iconic Truckee River Walk.

In a time of seemingly stark political
divide, Mr. Sferrazza is a shining exam-
ple of what an elected official can and
should be. As county commissioner, he
approved a number of expansions of
Reno’s downtown and helped to con-
solidate various local emergency serv-
ices, increasing efficiency and reducing
costs. Finally, during his time on the
Reno Justice Court, Mr. Sferrazza was
elected by his colleagues as president
of the American Judges Association,
the largest judges’ association in the
United States. His willingness and de-
sire to help everyone in his community
have been crucial to the city’s develop-
ment, especially as the city continues
to grow into the 21st century.

I ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing Mr. Pete Sferrazza as he re-
tires after decades of serving the city
of Reno, Washoe County, and the State
of Nevada in so many ways. His time in
public office has made the Reno-Sparks
community stronger and more inclu-
sive for everyone, and I want to thank
him for his service and lifelong com-
mitment to leaving the Truckee Mead-
ows a better place than he found it. e

———

TRIBUTE TO DOUG MARTENS

e Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this
week I have the honor of recognizing
Doug Martens of Rosebud County for
his years of service to his community
and being elected to serve as president
of the Montana Association of Coun-
ties.

Doug raised is family in Montana and
is a proud husband, father, and grand-
father. Before serving 10 years as a
commissioner in Rosebud County,
Doug was a fire warden and president
of the Montana Fire Wardens Associa-
tion. Doug is a dedicated public serv-
ant, and at the same time, he runs his
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family farm and ranch operation out-
side of Forsyth, MT.

Doug has also been an outspoken ad-
vocate for Montana energy and coal
jobs. He has been a passionate leader in
this space and continues to help edu-
cate Montanans on the importance of
coal including the jobs it creates and
the energy it produces throughout our
Nation.

It is my distinct honor to recognize
Doug for his lifetime of service to the
people of Rosebud County. I have no
doubt his dedication and hard work
will continue to serve his community
and the Montana Association of Coun-
ties exceptionally well.®

————

RECOGNIZING LA CABANITA MEX

e Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, as a mem-
ber and former chairman of the Senate
Committee on Small Business and En-
trepreneurship, each month I recognize
and celebrate the American entrepre-
neurial spirit by highlighting the suc-
cess of a small business in my home
State of Idaho. Today I am pleased to
honor La Cabanita Mex in Ketchum as
the Idaho Small Business of the Month
for December 2020.

Growing up, Rodolfo Armenta was
captivated by his father’s cooking and
passion for traditional Mexican cui-
sine. Rodolfo knew he wanted serve his
father’s food as a career and dreamed
of one day opening up his own Mexican
restaurant.

During a visit to Idaho’s Wood River
Valley, Rodolfo fell in love with the
area’s natural beauty and tight-knit
community and soon relocated his fam-
ily to the area. After years of hard
work and determination, Rodolfo
opened La Cabanita in Ketchum where
it continues to thrive today.

Since its 2009 opening, La Cabanita
has become a beloved institution, gar-
nering accolades for its exceptional
food, family atmosphere, and dedicated
service to the community. It has re-
ceived multiple awards, including the
gold medal for ‘‘Best Mexican Res-
taurant’> in the Idaho Mountain
Express’s Best of Valley Survey for 5
years in a row, and continues to draw
in locals and tourists alike.

Thanks to the success of the
Ketchum location, Rodolfo opened a
second La Cabanita in Bellevue and a
bakery in the Wood River Valley, pro-
viding dozens of jobs to the local com-
munity and giving Idahoans a true
sense of the cultural vibrance that sur-
rounds Mexican cuisine.

Congratulations to Rodolfo, his fam-
ily, and all of the employees of La
Cabanita Mex on being selected as the
Idaho Small Business of the Month for
December 2020. You make our great
State proud, and I look forward to your
continued growth and success.®

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message from the President of the
United States was communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Roberts, one of his
secretaries.
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EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate a mes-
sage from the President of the United
States submitting a nomination which
was referred to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

(The message received today is print-
ed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:49 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1426. An act to amend the Department
of Energy Organization Act to address insuf-
ficient compensation of employees and other
personnel of the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1570. An act to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to waive coinsurance
under Medicare for colorectal cancer screen-
ing tests, regardless of whether therapeutic
intervention is required during the screen-
ing, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1966. An act to direct the Comptroller
General of the United States to complete a
study on barriers to participation in feder-
ally funded cancer clinical trials by popu-
lations that have been traditionally under-
represented in such trials.

H.R. 3361. An act to amend the Energy Pol-
icy Act of 2005 to reauthorize hydroelectric
production incentives and hydroelectric effi-
ciency improvement incentives, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 3797. An act to amend the Controlled
Substances Act to make marijuana acces-
sible for use by qualified marijuana research-
ers for medical purposes, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 5541. An act to amend the Energy Pol-
icy Act of 1992 to reauthorize programs to as-
sist consenting Indian Tribes in meeting en-
ergy education, planning, and management
needs, and for other purposes.

H.R. 5758. An act to amend the Energy Pol-
icy and Conservation Act to make technical
corrections to the energy conservation
standard for ceiling fans, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 7898. An act to amend the Health In-
formation Technology for Economic and
Clinical Health Act to require the Secretary
of Health and Human Services to consider
certain recognized security practices of cov-
ered entities and business associates when
making certain determinations, and for
other purposes.

————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1570. An act to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to waive coinsurance
under Medicare for colorectal cancer screen-
ing tests, regardless of whether therapeutic
intervention is required during the screen-
ing, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

H.R. 1966. An act to direct the Comptroller
General of the United States to complete a
study on barriers to participation in feder-
ally funded cancer clinical trials by popu-
lations that have been traditionally under-
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represented in such trials; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

H.R. 5541. An act to amend the Energy Pol-
icy Act of 1992 to reauthorize programs to as-
sist consenting Indian Tribes in meeting en-
ergy education, planning, and management
needs, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs.

H.R. 5758. An act to amend the Energy Pol-
icy and Conservation Act to make technical
corrections to the energy conservation
standard for ceiling fans, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bills were read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 1426. An act to amend the Department
of Energy Organization Act to address insuf-
ficient compensation of employees and other
personnel of the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3361. An act to amend the Energy Pol-
icy Act of 2005 to reauthorize hydroelectric
production incentives and hydroelectric effi-

ciency improvement incentives, and for
other purposes.
————
EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-6076. A communication from the Acting
Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller),
transmitting, pursuant to law, a semiannual
report entitled, ‘‘Acceptance of Contribu-
tions for Defense Programs, Projects, and
Activities; Defense Cooperation Account”
and a semiannual listing of personal prop-
erty contributed by coalition partners; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-6077. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Commission, Division of Mar-
ket Oversight, Commodity Futures Trading
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Real-Time Pub-
lic Reporting Requirements’ (RIN3038-AE60)
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on December 2, 2020; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

EC-6078. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Commission, Division of Mar-
ket Oversight, Commodity Futures Trading
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Swap Data Rec-
ordkeeping and Reporting Requirements’
(RIN3038-AE31) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on December 2, 2020;
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-6079. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Commission, Division of Mar-
ket Oversight, Commodity Futures Trading
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amendments to
the Commission’s Regulations Relating to
Certain Swap Data Repository and Data Re-
porting Requirements” (RIN3038-AE32) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on December 2, 2020; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

EC-6080. A communication from the Acting
Deputy Director of Legislative Affairs, Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Interim Final Rule—Temporary
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