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Eliminating hunger at home and
abroad takes an all-hands-on-deck ap-
proach. It requires leaders with vision-
ary solutions and supporting team
members who are willing to put in the
hard work to bring about meaningful
change. David Beasley and his team at
the WFP embody these principles. I
congratulate them and offer my con-
tinued support as we work together to-
ward a world where hunger is no longer
an issue.

TRIBUTE TO PAT ROBERTS

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, when
his official portrait that will hang in
the Senate Agriculture Committee
hearing room was unveiled last month,
Senator PAT ROBERTS said the panel he
led so well ‘““has a long history of car-
ing more about the issues than the ide-
ology, more about the people than the
party.”

Those words perfectly describe PAT’s
philosophy of public service. Through-
out his four decades in Congress, this
remarkable Kansan has always stood
for government that is responsible to
the taxpayers and responsive to the
needs of the American people. He be-
lieves in a legislative process that is
open, transparent, and bipartisan.

PAT retires with an extraordinary
record of accomplishment. He is the
first person in history to have served
as chairman of the Agriculture Com-
mittees in both the House and the Sen-
ate. He is Kansas’ longest serving
Member of Congress. As the ultimate
evidence of the trust the people of his
beloved State have in him, PAT has
been on the ballot in 24 elections since
1980 and has won every time.

PAT and I were sworn in to the Sen-
ate on the same day in January of 1997.
It has been an honor to serve alongside
this national leader in agriculture,
health care, and defense. He is an advo-
cate of a strong education system, free
and fair trade policies, increased in-
vestment in science and technology, a
focused foreign policy, and a strong
military.

This effective advocate for our Na-
tion’s family farms is a champion for
rural America. A recent example is the
State Offices of Rural Health Reau-
thorization Act he introduced and that
I cosponsored. This law helps equip
rural communities with the resources
they need to strengthen their health
care delivery systems and improve ac-
cess to high-quality services for indi-
viduals living in rural and underserved
areas.

From the U.S. Marine Corps to the
U.S. Congress, PAT has served our Na-
tion with uncommon dedication. His
wide-ranging accomplishments are
united by a commitment to move
America forward and empower the
American people. I thank him for his
service and his friendship and wish
him, Frankie, and their family well in
the years to come.
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TRIBUTE TO MARTHA McSALLY

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, in her
memoir titled ‘“‘Dare to Fly”’, Senator
Martha McSally tells an especially in-
spiring story from her Air Force days
as the first American woman to fly in
combat. This one anecdote reveals the
totality of her character.

In September 2005, a routine mission
in the skies over Afghanistan suddenly
turned into an emergency when a team
of U.S. Special Forces were trapped in
a canyon and under hostile fire. She
raced to the scene only to discover that
virtually all of the high-tech elec-
tronics for her A-10 Thunderbolt’s
navigation and weapons systems had
failed.

She had a choice to make: Withdraw,
wait for backup, and leave the troops
in jeopardy, or continue the attack
with her skill, determination, and
courage replacing the malfunctioning
technology. She made the choice that
those of us who have had the honor of
working with this great leader from
Arizona have come to expect.

The full title of Senator McSally’s
memoir is ‘“Dare to Fly: Simple Les-
sons in Never Giving Up.” From 26
years in the U.S. Air Force, achieving
the rank of full colonel and becoming
not only the first woman to fly in com-
bat but also the first to command a
fighter squadron, to two terms in the
House of Representatives, to her serv-
ice in the Senate, she has done a lot in
her remarkable life. Giving up is one
thing she has never done.

It has been a pleasure to work with
Senator McSally on many issues, from
increasing preventive care and treat-
ment for breast cancer to promoting
animal welfare. As a champion for the
men and women who serve our country
in uniform, she led the way in creating
a nationwide Veterans Treatment
Court Program to provide our heroes
with treatment they need to recover
from the invisible wounds of war.

Senator McSally has been a strong
advocate for Arizona seniors and a
dedicated and involved member of the
Aging Committee, of which I serve as
chairman. Together, we worked to pro-
tect older adults from criminals who
sought to rob them of their hard-
earned savings and introduced two sen-
ior fraud bills: the Anti-Spoofing Pen-
alties Modernization Act to combat un-
wanted robocalls and the Stamp Out
Elder Abuse Act to support community
efforts to prevent abuse, exploitation,
and neglect.

Senator McSally’s memoir contains
another powerful story. When she was
just 12 years old, her father was strick-
en by illness and had not long to live.
He called his young daughter to his
bedside and said this to her: ‘“Make me
proud.”

That is another mission this Amer-
ican hero has carried out fully on be-
half of the people of Arizona and of our
Nation. It makes me proud to have
served with Senator Martha McSally,
and I wish her all the best in the years
to come.
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TRIBUTE TO SUSANA CORDOVA

e Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I rise to
commend a great educator, Susana
Cordova, for her service to Denver, our
schools, and our children. As Susana
steps down as superintendent of Denver
Public Schools, it is the right time to
say thank you and, more, to say how
much we love and respect her for her
dedication. She has done so much more
than give 30 years to the Denver Public
Schools.

At every moment of her DPS career,
Susana has been an educator’s educa-
tor—committed to each student, able
to see their unique gifts and envision
their individual success, and willing to
meet them where they are so she could
walk alongside them as they learned.

She began as a teacher, first at Den-
ver’s Horace Mann Middle School and
West High School. There, she taught
language arts to students who mostly
spoke Spanish at home. She became an
assistant principal at Bryant-Webster
Elementary School and then a prin-
cipal at Remington Elementary
School, two more schools that served
Spanish-speaking families. In her 4
years at Remington, the school saw
gains of 33 percent in reading.

In 2002, she joined district leadership
and again worked tirelessly to improve
outcomes for students. Susana knew
that the way to do this was to chal-
lenge students academically—to read
the poem and write a clear argument
about it, to think like a mathemati-
cian and show your work, to take
courses that earned college credit or
offered real workplace experience. Her
approach placed high expectations on
teachers and principals, not just stu-
dents. But because she had done the
work herself, she was compassionate
and always joined with her colleagues
learning how to meet those expecta-
tions.

In nearly all of these years, DPS im-
proved graduation, literacy, and math
rates faster than the State of Colorado.
Just as important, achievement gaps
narrowed. Throughout Susana’s tenure
as an instructional leader, DPS focused
on improving the academic outcomes
of students of color and students from
families who qualify for free lunch. She
would be the first to say that Denver,
like other big-city school systems, has
plenty of work left to do. There are
still Denver children who might have
even greater opportunity when they
graduated if they were challenged to
read ‘‘Bless Me, Ultima,” if they had a
few more chances to learn how to bal-
ance a chemical equation, or if they
graduated with a little college credit
to help them along the way to earning
a college degree.

Susana’s commitment to DPS is
more than professional. As a student,
she attended kindergarten at Denver’s
Barnum Elementary School. She went
on to Kepner Middle School and grad-
uated from Abraham Lincoln High
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School. She became the first in her
family to go to college. Her roots in
DPS span three generations. Her moth-
er, Rita Cordova, attended Denver’s
Franklin and Greenlee elementary
schools, Baker Junior High School, and
West High School, before beginning a
career as an office professional at Den-
ver’s Lake Junior High and then her
alma mater, West. Both of Susana and
Eric’s children, Alex and Carmen, are
DPS graduates.

Public education is one generation’s
commitment of equity, freedom, and
prosperity to the generation that fol-
lows. Susana’s story teaches us what
happens when we follow through.
Mothers and fathers pass the benefits
forward to their daughters and sons. At
a community meeting held before she
was selected by the Denver Board of
Education to become superintendent,
she described the promise of public
education like this:

It gave me access and opportunity to a
world that didn’t exist in my neighborhood.
My mother grew up in Denver and went to
the Denver public schools, as well. She didn’t
have access to the kinds of classes I had ac-
cess to. It leveled the playing field for mi-
nority kids like me.

Public education is not a promise
that keeps itself. Susana’s career in
DPS teaches us how much work is
needed to make sure we don’t drop the
ball. We keep the promise one student
and one classroom at a time. It takes
teachers, principals and district lead-
ers, families, and community members,
each willing, like Susana, to do their
part with the patience and diligence
they would wish for their own child.e

————
TRIBUTE TO BILL RANEY

e Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. President, I rise to
recognize Bill Raney, a dedicated West
Virginian, who is retiring after serving
28 years as president and chief execu-
tive officer of the West Virginia Coal
Association.

Bill knows the value of coal—to our
Appalachian communities, where it
puts food on the table; to our State,
where it provides tax revenues to pave
our roads and fund our schools; and to
our Nation, where it has helped power
the greatest economic engine the world
has ever known for more than a cen-
tury. He also appreciates the chal-
lenges and dangers inherent in pro-
ducing the black gold that creates all
that well-being, starting his career
working in public service to protect
our miners.

Starting in 1970, Bill—a graduate of
his beloved West Virginia University—
became familiarized with the coal in-
dustry working as a surface mine in-
spector for the West Virginia Depart-
ment of Natural Resources Division of
Reclamation. In recognition of his
service, he was later promoted to as-
sistant chief of that division. Moving
to the private sector, Bill then served
as vice president of the West Virginia
Mining & Reclamation Association
from 1977, until being named president
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of the West Virginia Coal Association
in 1992. When the two organizations
merged in 2000, he remained president
of the newly formed organization, rep-
resenting the whole of West Virginia’s
coal industry.

Bill held these leadership positions
serving the hard-working coal miners
of West Virginia, while also serving his
country in the West Virginia Army Na-
tional Guard. During his time with the
Guard, he served in various leadership
roles, including commander of the
1092nd Combat Engineer Battalion,
commander of the 111th Engineer
Group, and special assistant to the Ad-
jutant General at the rank of colonel.
Following his personal service, Bill has
continued advocating on behalf of our
guardsmen as president of the West
Virginia National Guard Association
and chairman of the West Virginia Na-
tional Guard Foundation.

Bill’s participation in civic organiza-
tions extends far beyond the military
and the coal industry, as he has served
as both chairman and as a current
board member of the West Virginia
Business & Industry Council; current
board member of the West Virginia
Youth Leadership Association’s Youth
in Government Program, former chair-
man and current board member of the
West Virginia Kids Count Fund; advi-
sory member of the West Virginia De-
partment of Environmental Protection
Advisory Committee; member of the
West Virginia University School of En-
gineering Mining Program Visiting
Committee; as an elder at the First
Presbyterian Church in Charleston;
and volunteering his time with several
other organizations. Bill has left an in-
delible legacy through his commitment
to our State and our Nation’s military,
impacts that will be felt throughout
and beyond the coalfields.

Bill Raney’s passion for the coal in-
dustry and the improvement of the
State has earned him numerous honors
and awards over the course of his dis-
tinguished career. This includes but is
not limited to the Distinguished West
Virginian Award, the WVU Alumni As-
sociation’s Most Loyal Alumni Award,
the National Multiple Sclerosis Asso-
ciation’s Hope Award, and the Lewis
McManus Service Award given by the
West Virginia Youth in Government
Program. Mr. Raney has also been in-
ducted into the West Virginia Coal Hall
of Fame and the First Tee Hall of
Fame.

It has been an honor to know and
work with Bill during his distinguished
tenure representing the coal industry
and several esteemed civic organiza-
tions in West Virginia. He has been a
great ally, resource, and friend to me
over the years, and I will be forever
grateful for his service. I wish him and
his wife Pam many years of joy in this
new phase of life. It is truly an honor
to recognize and congratulate my
friend Bill Raney on his well-deserved
retirement.e®
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TRIBUTE TO PETE SFERRAZZA

e Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President,
today I am honored to recognize former
Reno mayor and justice of the peace
for the Reno Justice Court, Pete
Sferrazza, who retired in October of
this year.

Mr. Sferrazza has a long history of
public service to the great State of Ne-
vada. He served as Reno’s mayor from
1981 until 1995, an unprecedented length
of service, and served as a judge on the
Reno Justice Court from 2008 until his
retirement earlier this year. In the in-
tervening years, Mr. Sferrazza served
as county commissioner for Washoe
County, from 1998 to 2007.

During his time as mayor and
throughout his life of public service,
Mr. Sferrazza focused on advancing
labor rights and economic prosperity,
while promoting the beauty of the
Reno community. As mayor, he led the
establishment of the City of Reno Arts
Commission, as well as the creation of
Reno’s Victim Advocate Program,
which has served as a model for the
rest of the State. Mr. Sferrazza was
also responsible for helping to preserve
the Mt. Rose Wilderness and sup-
porting the iconic Truckee River Walk.

In a time of seemingly stark political
divide, Mr. Sferrazza is a shining exam-
ple of what an elected official can and
should be. As county commissioner, he
approved a number of expansions of
Reno’s downtown and helped to con-
solidate various local emergency serv-
ices, increasing efficiency and reducing
costs. Finally, during his time on the
Reno Justice Court, Mr. Sferrazza was
elected by his colleagues as president
of the American Judges Association,
the largest judges’ association in the
United States. His willingness and de-
sire to help everyone in his community
have been crucial to the city’s develop-
ment, especially as the city continues
to grow into the 21st century.

I ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing Mr. Pete Sferrazza as he re-
tires after decades of serving the city
of Reno, Washoe County, and the State
of Nevada in so many ways. His time in
public office has made the Reno-Sparks
community stronger and more inclu-
sive for everyone, and I want to thank
him for his service and lifelong com-
mitment to leaving the Truckee Mead-
ows a better place than he found it. e

———

TRIBUTE TO DOUG MARTENS

e Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this
week I have the honor of recognizing
Doug Martens of Rosebud County for
his years of service to his community
and being elected to serve as president
of the Montana Association of Coun-
ties.

Doug raised is family in Montana and
is a proud husband, father, and grand-
father. Before serving 10 years as a
commissioner in Rosebud County,
Doug was a fire warden and president
of the Montana Fire Wardens Associa-
tion. Doug is a dedicated public serv-
ant, and at the same time, he runs his
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