
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES7418 December 10, 2020 
and I can assure them, Congress will 
have a voice in the site of the museum. 
Before construction can begin, congres-
sional committees will be consulted on 
site selection, as detailed in the bill. 

The Smithsonian board of regents, 
which will select the site, is chaired by 
Supreme Court Chief Justice Roberts 
and comprises multiple members of 
Congress, including three sitting Sen-
ators, as well as the Vice President. 

Congress will also need to appro-
priate funds, a de facto ratification or 
rejection of the site selected by the 
Smithsonian board of regents. 

I intend there will be open lines of 
communication between members of 
Congress and the Smithsonian board of 
regents as they undertake this signifi-
cant project. 

It has been estimated if we pass this 
bill today, the doors to a new museum 
would not open for at least a decade 
and more likely not until 2034—so I am 
eager to get the process moving. 

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, I ap-
preciate the work of my colleagues for 
raising the issue of the site of National 
Museum of the American Latino and 
for helping to find agreement. 

I thank Chairman BLUNT and Senator 
CORNYN for their commitment. I also 
thank many of our colleagues who 
helped us reach this solution today. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, the Sen-
ate will soon vote on the conference re-
port for the annual defense policy bill, 
known as the National Defense Author-
ization Act or NDAA. Like all con-
ference reports, this is a product of ne-
gotiations between the Senate and the 
House of Representatives. 

Producing a conference report takes 
dedicated negotiators who are willing 
to make tough compromises. I com-
mend them for their work, and I par-
ticularly want to thank my friend, 
Senator JACK REED, who has shown 
strong leadership as the ranking Demo-
crat on the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. 

I hope these negotiations will be a 
good omen for how Congress will work 
under the incoming Biden administra-
tion. 

But supporting the process that pro-
duced this conference report is very 
different from supporting the report on 
its merits. 

I have voted against the Senate 
version of this defense bill twice now, 
once during the rollcall vote in July 
and then during a voice vote last 
month. House negotiators have man-
aged to improve the bill since then, but 
not so significantly that I am able to 
support it now. 

I want to be clear that I support 
plenty of provisions in this NDAA. I 
even wrote or negotiated some of the 
language to improve the bill. 

The bill includes anti-money laun-
dering provisions, which I strongly sup-
port. I have twice introduced bipar-

tisan legislation to end the abuse of 
anonymous shell companies, and I am 
happy to see the NDAA expand upon 
my efforts. 

The conference report will also set in 
motion a 3-year process to remove Con-
federate names from military assets. I 
would have preferred a shorter 
timeline, but I am glad that Congress 
will be taking this overdue step to en-
sure that military bases do not honor 
traitors who fought to defend the hor-
rific institution of slavery. 

And the conference report also in-
cludes my amendments to push the 
Pentagon toward encrypting its com-
puters and to require the Army to pro-
vide a plan to finish cleaning up the 
former Umatilla Army Depot within 3 
years. 

But I cannot in good conscience au-
thorize $740 billion in military spend-
ing—including roughly $70 billion to 
continue the forever wars—while Sen-
ate Republicans are offering mere 
crumbs to help folks stay safe from a 
raging pandemic and help small busi-
nesses stay afloat during this unprece-
dented time. 

I said previously that I could not 
vote for a defense bill with Federal 
agents actively occupying Portland 
and treating peaceful protestors like 
foreign enemies. Donald Trump may 
have removed much of his occupying 
force but this bill does nothing to pre-
vent him or any future president from 
ordering similar abuses. 

And I have serious concerns about a 
provision that will permit the Sec-
retary of the Treasury or the Attorney 
General to issue subpoenas, with in-
definite gag orders, to foreign banks 
that maintain a correspondent account 
in the United States. 

There may be some limited instances 
where it may be appropriate to restrict 
bank employees from notifying ac-
count holders about a Federal sub-
poena to obtain their records, but as a 
general rule, I oppose indefinite gag or-
ders. I worry this section grants dan-
gerous powers to the executive branch 
to regulate speech, raising very serious 
First Amendment and due process con-
cerns. That is why gag orders should 
not be included automatically with 
every subpoena and should have an ex-
piration date, so that any restrictions 
on speech apply no longer than nec-
essary. 

I regret that these and other flaws 
mean that I must continue to oppose 
this NDAA at this time. I yield the 
floor with the hope that Republicans 
will be as willing to provide real help 
for everyday Americans suffering—par-
ticularly during this tough holiday sea-
son—as they are to greenlight ever- 
higher levels of military spending. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE WORLD FOOD 
PROGRAMME FOR RECEIVING 
THE 2020 NOBEL PEACE PRIZE 
Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I rise 

to honor the United Nations World 
Food Programme, which is receiving 
the 2020 Nobel Peace Prize today. 

The Nobel Peace Prize is awarded to 
those ‘‘who shall have done the most, 
or the best work, for fraternity be-
tween nations, for the abolition or re-
duction of standing armies and for the 
holding and promotion of peace con-
gresses.’’ 

The World Food Programme, WFP, 
the largest humanitarian organization 
focused on eliminating global hunger 
and increasing food security, truly em-
bodies those ideals. 

The organization was awarded the 
honor for ‘‘its efforts to combat hun-
ger, for its contribution to bettering 
conditions for peace in conflict-af-
fected areas, and for acting as a driving 
force in efforts to prevent the use of 
hunger as a weapon of war and con-
flict.’’ 

Those efforts, when put into num-
bers, show just what an enormous im-
pact WFP has as a last line of defense 
between hungry people and starvation. 
Each year, the organization provides 
more than 15 billion meals to 100 mil-
lion people in more than 80 countries. 
It was the world’s largest nongovern-
mental provider of school meals, reach-
ing 18 million children in 59 countries 
in last year. 

The logistical challenges of accom-
plishing this goal may seem over-
whelming to most but not to the WFP. 
The organization has it down to a 
science. WFP’s 18,000 staff has over 
5,000 trucks, 120 aircraft, and 20 ships 
on the move daily, bringing food to 
those who need it most. 

The WFP’s executive director, David 
Beasley, is a good friend of mine. His 
commitment to serving a higher call-
ing is inspirational. I couldn’t be more 
pleased that the spotlight is pointed on 
the work of the WFP under David’s 
dedicated leadership. 

David will be the first to tell you 
that despite this honor, the WFP’s 
work is far from complete. After the 
announcement, he said, ‘‘The good 
news is we’re feeding 80 million people 
on any given day in 80 countries. The 
bad news is it’s getting worse out 
there—the famine, the droughts, the 
conflicts.’’ 

While that assessment is spot-on, I 
would add one more factor to the list, 
the coronavirus pandemic. According 
to the WFP, the COVID–19 pandemic 
has the potential to double the number 
of people facing acute hunger to 270 
million people. It may also lead to 
emergence of famine in multiple coun-
tries. 

The pandemic makes the lifesaving 
work of the WFP all that much more 
vital. In a world where 60 percent of 
people suffering from chronic hunger 
live in countries affected by violence, 
additional nutritional access con-
straints only serve to make food a 
more powerful weapon of war. The 
WFP’s efforts to overcome that chal-
lenge and bring food to the hungry in 
conflict zones makes the organization 
well-deserved of the honor of a Nobel 
Peace Prize. 
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Eliminating hunger at home and 

abroad takes an all-hands-on-deck ap-
proach. It requires leaders with vision-
ary solutions and supporting team 
members who are willing to put in the 
hard work to bring about meaningful 
change. David Beasley and his team at 
the WFP embody these principles. I 
congratulate them and offer my con-
tinued support as we work together to-
ward a world where hunger is no longer 
an issue. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PAT ROBERTS 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, when 
his official portrait that will hang in 
the Senate Agriculture Committee 
hearing room was unveiled last month, 
Senator PAT ROBERTS said the panel he 
led so well ‘‘has a long history of car-
ing more about the issues than the ide-
ology, more about the people than the 
party.’’ 

Those words perfectly describe PAT’s 
philosophy of public service. Through-
out his four decades in Congress, this 
remarkable Kansan has always stood 
for government that is responsible to 
the taxpayers and responsive to the 
needs of the American people. He be-
lieves in a legislative process that is 
open, transparent, and bipartisan. 

PAT retires with an extraordinary 
record of accomplishment. He is the 
first person in history to have served 
as chairman of the Agriculture Com-
mittees in both the House and the Sen-
ate. He is Kansas’ longest serving 
Member of Congress. As the ultimate 
evidence of the trust the people of his 
beloved State have in him, PAT has 
been on the ballot in 24 elections since 
1980 and has won every time. 

PAT and I were sworn in to the Sen-
ate on the same day in January of 1997. 
It has been an honor to serve alongside 
this national leader in agriculture, 
health care, and defense. He is an advo-
cate of a strong education system, free 
and fair trade policies, increased in-
vestment in science and technology, a 
focused foreign policy, and a strong 
military. 

This effective advocate for our Na-
tion’s family farms is a champion for 
rural America. A recent example is the 
State Offices of Rural Health Reau-
thorization Act he introduced and that 
I cosponsored. This law helps equip 
rural communities with the resources 
they need to strengthen their health 
care delivery systems and improve ac-
cess to high-quality services for indi-
viduals living in rural and underserved 
areas. 

From the U.S. Marine Corps to the 
U.S. Congress, PAT has served our Na-
tion with uncommon dedication. His 
wide-ranging accomplishments are 
united by a commitment to move 
America forward and empower the 
American people. I thank him for his 
service and his friendship and wish 
him, Frankie, and their family well in 
the years to come. 

TRIBUTE TO MARTHA McSALLY 
Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, in her 

memoir titled ‘‘Dare to Fly’’, Senator 
Martha McSally tells an especially in-
spiring story from her Air Force days 
as the first American woman to fly in 
combat. This one anecdote reveals the 
totality of her character. 

In September 2005, a routine mission 
in the skies over Afghanistan suddenly 
turned into an emergency when a team 
of U.S. Special Forces were trapped in 
a canyon and under hostile fire. She 
raced to the scene only to discover that 
virtually all of the high-tech elec-
tronics for her A–10 Thunderbolt’s 
navigation and weapons systems had 
failed. 

She had a choice to make: Withdraw, 
wait for backup, and leave the troops 
in jeopardy, or continue the attack 
with her skill, determination, and 
courage replacing the malfunctioning 
technology. She made the choice that 
those of us who have had the honor of 
working with this great leader from 
Arizona have come to expect. 

The full title of Senator McSally’s 
memoir is ‘‘Dare to Fly: Simple Les-
sons in Never Giving Up.’’ From 26 
years in the U.S. Air Force, achieving 
the rank of full colonel and becoming 
not only the first woman to fly in com-
bat but also the first to command a 
fighter squadron, to two terms in the 
House of Representatives, to her serv-
ice in the Senate, she has done a lot in 
her remarkable life. Giving up is one 
thing she has never done. 

It has been a pleasure to work with 
Senator McSally on many issues, from 
increasing preventive care and treat-
ment for breast cancer to promoting 
animal welfare. As a champion for the 
men and women who serve our country 
in uniform, she led the way in creating 
a nationwide Veterans Treatment 
Court Program to provide our heroes 
with treatment they need to recover 
from the invisible wounds of war. 

Senator McSally has been a strong 
advocate for Arizona seniors and a 
dedicated and involved member of the 
Aging Committee, of which I serve as 
chairman. Together, we worked to pro-
tect older adults from criminals who 
sought to rob them of their hard- 
earned savings and introduced two sen-
ior fraud bills: the Anti-Spoofing Pen-
alties Modernization Act to combat un-
wanted robocalls and the Stamp Out 
Elder Abuse Act to support community 
efforts to prevent abuse, exploitation, 
and neglect. 

Senator McSally’s memoir contains 
another powerful story. When she was 
just 12 years old, her father was strick-
en by illness and had not long to live. 
He called his young daughter to his 
bedside and said this to her: ‘‘Make me 
proud.’’ 

That is another mission this Amer-
ican hero has carried out fully on be-
half of the people of Arizona and of our 
Nation. It makes me proud to have 
served with Senator Martha McSally, 
and I wish her all the best in the years 
to come. 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO SUSANA CORDOVA 
∑ Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I rise to 
commend a great educator, Susana 
Cordova, for her service to Denver, our 
schools, and our children. As Susana 
steps down as superintendent of Denver 
Public Schools, it is the right time to 
say thank you and, more, to say how 
much we love and respect her for her 
dedication. She has done so much more 
than give 30 years to the Denver Public 
Schools. 

At every moment of her DPS career, 
Susana has been an educator’s educa-
tor—committed to each student, able 
to see their unique gifts and envision 
their individual success, and willing to 
meet them where they are so she could 
walk alongside them as they learned. 

She began as a teacher, first at Den-
ver’s Horace Mann Middle School and 
West High School. There, she taught 
language arts to students who mostly 
spoke Spanish at home. She became an 
assistant principal at Bryant-Webster 
Elementary School and then a prin-
cipal at Remington Elementary 
School, two more schools that served 
Spanish-speaking families. In her 4 
years at Remington, the school saw 
gains of 33 percent in reading. 

In 2002, she joined district leadership 
and again worked tirelessly to improve 
outcomes for students. Susana knew 
that the way to do this was to chal-
lenge students academically—to read 
the poem and write a clear argument 
about it, to think like a mathemati-
cian and show your work, to take 
courses that earned college credit or 
offered real workplace experience. Her 
approach placed high expectations on 
teachers and principals, not just stu-
dents. But because she had done the 
work herself, she was compassionate 
and always joined with her colleagues 
learning how to meet those expecta-
tions. 

In nearly all of these years, DPS im-
proved graduation, literacy, and math 
rates faster than the State of Colorado. 
Just as important, achievement gaps 
narrowed. Throughout Susana’s tenure 
as an instructional leader, DPS focused 
on improving the academic outcomes 
of students of color and students from 
families who qualify for free lunch. She 
would be the first to say that Denver, 
like other big-city school systems, has 
plenty of work left to do. There are 
still Denver children who might have 
even greater opportunity when they 
graduated if they were challenged to 
read ‘‘Bless Me, Ultima,’’ if they had a 
few more chances to learn how to bal-
ance a chemical equation, or if they 
graduated with a little college credit 
to help them along the way to earning 
a college degree. 

Susana’s commitment to DPS is 
more than professional. As a student, 
she attended kindergarten at Denver’s 
Barnum Elementary School. She went 
on to Kepner Middle School and grad-
uated from Abraham Lincoln High 
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