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look like, but I bet we can agree on 80
percent, and we ought to get that 80
percent done.

We all believe additional funding for
our schools is necessary to keep our
students and teachers healthy and kids
on track for a good education; that
American workers who had the rug
pulled out from under them earlier this
year deserve additional support; that a
second round of job-saving Paycheck
Protection Program funds would help
even more workers and small busi-
nesses; and that another investment in
vaccine distribution is essential to
bringing this pandemic to an end.

Last week, Leader MCCONNELL an-
nounced progress in negotiations to
pass another bill by the end of the
year. He has spoken with the Presi-
dent’s team and the Speaker, and there
are hopeful signs. There appears to be a
path forward on this legislation that
could clear both Chambers and receive
the signature of the President, and I
hope we will follow that path to a con-
structive conclusion.

As T said last week, the best Christ-
mas present we can give the American
people would be to work together in a
bipartisan way to provide that relief.
We need an outcome, and to get there
is going to take compromise. It is
going to take the 80-20 rule.

This process requires input and
agreement from our colleagues in the
Senate, the House, and the White
House, as does all legislation. But my
constituents—and, I dare say, all
Americans—are fed up with the dys-
function they see and the partisanship
that is for no real purpose that has de-
layed this COVID-19 relief bill for
months.

It is time to reach an agreement and
deliver yvet another round of
coronavirus relief for the American
people.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Idaho.

NEZ PERCE-CLEARWATER NATIONAL FORESTS

Mr. CRAPO. Madam President, I rise
today to highlight some meaningful
progress underway on the Nez Perce-
Clearwater National Forests to im-
prove the health of these forests. These
collaborative efforts are showing
progress, and they are an example of
where we can go nationally.

Collaboration brings results. I have
been a longtime champion of collabora-
tion to address public lands manage-
ment disputes, as collaborative proc-
esses are good for the environment and
good for natural-resource based econo-
mies. Collaborative problem-solving is
a key way to ensure that all voices are
heard and Ilong-term solutions are
crafted.

Working together through collabora-
tion does not require a sacrifice of
principles, but it does require earnest
negotiations with respect for ideas
from all perspectives and a willingness
to work to understand each other’s ob-
jectives. Inevitably, at several points
along the collaborative path, there are
strong disagreements. However, par-
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ticipants’ refusal to quit is a key at-
tribute of successful collaborative ef-
forts.

One of the greatest benefits of col-
laboration is that it enables the
achievement of solutions that are bet-
ter than the status quo for all stake-
holders. Such solutions are better for
the environment and the economy.
Through collaboration, participants
can actually achieve their objectives
and in ways that benefit the entire
community.

The work on the Nez Perce-Clear-
water National Forests is a great ex-
ample of the benefits of collaborative
efforts. The Clearwater Basin Collabo-
rative, or CBC, as we call it, which was
officially launched 12 years ago, has
had an important role in furthering
discussions about the management of
the Nez Perce-Clearwater National
Forests. Nez Perce Tribal representa-
tives, representatives of Federal and
State agencies, county commissioners,
local communities, timber companies,
conservation groups, and other stake-
holders make up the CBC’s Working
Group, which accommodates a diverse
array of viewpoints and objectives.

I met with members of the prede-
cessor group, called the Konkolville
Collaborative, and welcomed the oppor-
tunity to be a part of the CBC’s official
launch in 2008. I track the group’s
progress through dedicating a member
of my staff to being part of its discus-
sions focused on resolving longstanding
concerns and achieving land manage-
ment decisions and fostering commu-
nication among different interest
groups. The remarkable landscape it
works to enhance encompasses
forestlands providing habitat for treas-
ured wildlife and anadromous fish spe-
cies; resources for local communities,
including timber, livestock grazing,
and mining; and natural carbon sinks
that help our planet.

The Nez Perce-Clearwater National
Forests span 4 million acres. Three riv-
ers flow through the forests, providing
important water sources, outstanding
fishing, and other recreational oppor-
tunities. It is truly a remarkable place,
and the group’s work is far from easy,
as there is a lot at stake.

The good news is that we are hearing
reports of remarkable achievements
being made on the Forests. The Nez
Perce-Clearwater National Forests
have received three significant recogni-
tions this year alone that highlight co-
operative restoration work: a Regional
Forester’s Award for fostering partner-
ship and volunteerism; a Chief’s Award
for delivering benefits to the public;
and an Undersecretary’s Award for cus-
tomer service for the forests’ Historic
Routes Project.

Through the Historic Routes Project,
the Nez Perce-Clearwater National
Forests dedicated approximately $1
million of retained receipts from stew-
ardship contracts to improve water
quality through historically sensitive
maintenance along three historic road-
ways: the Lolo Motorway, the Elk City
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Wagon Road, and the Magruder Road,
which attract visitors from all over the
country. Project leaders, recognizing
the importance of these routes to the
local economy and historical signifi-
cance, have partnered with local
groups and the University of Idaho to
include digital interpretation that is
accessible even in locations without
internet service. The project has also
been supported through the Secure

Rural Schools Resources Advisory
Committee to assist with the mainte-
nance.

Stewardship contracts have also been
used on the Nez Perce-Clearwater Na-
tional Forests to enable the Forest
Service to accomplish vegetation and
watershed restoration. By leveraging
this program with other partnerships
and funding sources, the forests are
able to have a truly integrated restora-
tion program. Stewardship contracts
have enabled fuels and weed treatment,
watershed protection and restoration,
road maintenance, and enhancements
such as the removal of wire fencing to
help wildlife.

A total of 536 miles of streams have
been restored on the Nez Perce-Clear-
water National Forests, resulting in
the forests being ranked fourth nation-
wide in miles of streams restored. The
forests have a strong partnership with
the Nez Perce Tribe, which contributes
greatly to its watershed accomplish-
ments. At the same time, priorities of
much needed restoration of landscapes,
including water quality improvements,
are also providing a supply of raw ma-
terials to our local mills. In fact, the
forests are the fifth in the Nation in
providing wood products for purchase.

More work is underway to address
significant challenges, but this is the
direction we need to continue to go in
delivering long-term results. I com-
mend all those involved in this effort
for their hard and exemplary work im-
proving our treasured landscapes.

Also, a Good Neighbor Authority pro-
gram coordinated by the Nez Perce-
Clearwater National Forests and the
Idaho Department of Lands was recog-
nized with the 2017 Regional Forester
Awards. Through the program, forest
management has supported fuels reduc-
tion and watershed restoration. Fur-
ther, the Nez Perce-Clearwater Na-
tional Forests recently signed a Good
Neighbor Authority agreement with
the Idaho Department of Fish and
Game. This will enable the forests and
the Idaho Department of Fish and
Game to work more seamlessly as they
collaborate on projects to enhance
wildlife habitat such as aspen restora-
tion.

Statewide, the Idaho Department of
Lands reports that the agency is uti-
lizing Good Neighbor Authority to
partner with national forests in Idaho
to expedite projects focused on fuels re-
duction, forest health improvements,
and watershed health. According to an
ILD summary from January of this
year, the program has enabled the
treatment of 4,800 acres through 50
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service contracts, at a total value of
over $3 million to the private sector, to
treat weed infestation, reduce fuels,
complete road repairs, and support
project planning and monitoring. Other
collaborative efforts have laid strong
groundwork or follow in the footsteps
of collaborative work such as this.

In Idaho we have succeeded with pub-
lic lands projects such as the Owyhee
Initiative and are at hard at work in
others, such as the Kootenai Valley Re-
source Initiative, the Payette Forest
Coalition, the Boise Forest Coalition,
and others, including our Governor’s
Shared Stewardship Task Force. I also
look forward to the soon-to-be com-
pleted recommendations of the Gov-
ernor’s Salmon Workgroup.

Federal policy must empower col-
laboration and forest health. As Sen-
ators and shared stewards of these nat-
ural resources, we must continuously
work to ensure Federal statute and
policy empower collaborative efforts
and forest health projects. In 2003, I
was proud to work with my congres-
sional colleagues, including Senator
RoON WYDEN of Oregon and many oth-
ers, to enact the Healthy Forests Res-
toration Act, or HFRA, to help provide
the U.S. Forest Service with the tools
needed to do the necessary work on the
ground to restore our forests and help
reduce the threat of a catastrophic
wildfire to our communities and eco-
systems. The HFRA was designed to
encourage fuel reduction efforts, pro-
tect old-growth forests, enhance water
quality, promote community-based
land management and public involve-
ment in forest management, and ad-
dress insect and disease problems. The
HFRA has promoted stewardship con-
tracting projects which incorporate
public-private partnerships, empha-
sizing more localized forest manage-
ment.

In the years since the enactment of
the HFRA, Congress has enacted addi-
tional legislation to advance forest
health. For example, in the 2014 farm
bill we included permanent authority
for stewardship contracting and the au-
thorization of Good Neighbor Author-
ity. Good Neighbor Authority expanded
the Federal Government’s ability to
partner with State foresters on res-
toration projects, including bark beetle
treatments across State and Federal
boundaries. Subsequently, the 2018
farm bill included an expansion of
Good Neighbor Authority, credited
with increasing the pace and scale of
forest restoration projects across
Idaho. The 2018 farm bill also, impor-
tantly, included a 10-year reauthoriza-
tion of the Collaborative Forest Land-
scape Restoration Program, which has
enabled the expansion of active col-
laborative land-use groups in Idaho.
The program encourages large-scale—
that is 50,000-plus acres—collaborative,
science-based forest restoration
projects in a way that encourages envi-
ronmental and economic sustain-
ability.

The TU.S. Forest Service reported
that in the first 10 years of the pro-
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gram, the CFLRP opportunities
brought together more than 420 organi-
zations to engage in local
collaboratives, and CFLRP projects
treated 3.8 million acres to reduce
wildfire risk.

The CFLRP has supported collabo-
rative work of the Clearwater Basin
Collaborative and the Nez Perce-Clear-
water Forests to restore conditions
within the 1.4 million-acre Selway-Mid-
dle Fork ecosystem through stream
improvements, the replacement of cul-
verts preventing fish passage, road and
trail maintenance, and the reduction of
wildfire fuel loads.

Also, the reauthorized Collaborative
Forest Landscape Restoration Program
has two newly approved projects in
Idaho, with one in each region. Region
1 encompasses the Panhandle National
Forest, and in Region 4, it encompasses
the Payette and Boise National For-
ests.

We cannot let up in making progress
on wildfires. The severely smoke-
clogged skies this fire season made the
impacts of the fires that have deci-
mated wildlands and communities for
years nearly unescapable.

As we think about the lives and live-
lihoods lost to wildfires, we must con-
tinue to work to enact bipartisan for-
est management reform to build on the
progress made in recent years to en-
sure Federal land agencies have the
tools they need to protect communities
from deadly wildfires by improving the
health of our forests.

Bipartisan legislation pending in this
Senate would increase the active man-
agement of Federal forests, cut red-
tape, reduce frivolous litigation, and
advance fire risk reduction. Senators
STEVE DAINES, of Montana, and DIANNE
FEINSTEIN, of California, worked across
party lines for months to negotiate the
details of the bipartisan Emergency
Wildfire and Public Safety Act.

Enactment of sensible, bipartisan
legislation such as this, which is also
cosponsored by myself and my fellow
colleague from Idaho, Senator JIM
RISCH, can better enable land managers
to reduce wildfire risk and respond ef-
fectively to an increasingly virulent
wildfire reality. This will build on the
successful enactment of bipartisan leg-
islation to enable Federal agencies to
respond to wildfires as they would to
other natural disasters and end the
practice of fire borrowing.

Forests make up 39 percent of the
land in my home State of Idaho. They
are key to air and water quality and
sustain wildlife habitat and rec-
reational opportunities. They support
communities through wood and paper
product jobs and recreation dollars.
They are the backdrop and the means
for an unparalleled quality of Ilife.
Their vitality hinges on their effective
management.

I am encouraged by the achievements
on the Nez Perce-Clearwater National
Forests, and I urge continued collabo-
rative efforts to address often conten-
tious but necessary natural resource
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challenges and the enactment of Fed-
eral law that bolsters these collabo-
rative efforts for the betterment of all
our communities.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

CHINA

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-
dent, over the past few months, there
have been many of us in this Chamber
who have taken Big Tech to task over
their shady and biased business prac-
tices. In more than one hearing, we
have grilled them on the privacy, cen-
sorship, and antitrust concerns that
have allowed us to keep these CEOs in
the hot seat, and that grilling has
taken place by those of us on either
side of the aisle.

These are big, big problems, and they
are not going to disappear at the end of
this Congress. These are problems that
are going to be around.

But one of the advantages of having
these companies, like Facebook and
Twitter and Google, living in our
phones and in our homes is that it is
much harder for oppressive govern-
ments and global bad actors to hide
their crimes from the rest of the world.

Just last year, about this time, the
freedom fighters in Hong Kong—and
this is a poster that I used on the floor
just about this time, December 9, 2019,
and it shows the freedom fighters in
Hong Kong. It shows how they were
making their case: “We do not want to
become like China.”

These freedom fighters in Hong Kong
captured our attention when they filled
the streets and demanded an end to the
Chinese Communist Party’s terrible
crackdowns on free speech and expres-
sion. While the coverage in the 24-hour
news cycle definitely made an impact,
it was the millions of tweets and
Facebook posts and videos and blog
posts that turned their movement into
a collective global outcry for an end to
violence and terror in Hong Kong.

You see, people saw what was hap-
pening there. They saw it in realtime.
Even if they didn’t fully understand
the politics behind these protests, they
knew that the disproportionate re-
sponse by the Chinese Government to
stamp out these protests was wrong. As
those posts flowed out of Hong Kong,
support flowed right back in, and hav-
ing spoken with many of these brave
activists, it really meant the world to
them that they were hearing from us.

While all of this was happening,
something else—some countermes-
saging, if you will—was flowing from
Beijing. It was a message of total ca-
pitulation sent by corporations, sports
organizations, the mainstream media,
and even powerful national and world
leaders. They were all trying to keep
the peace on behalf of their own self-in-
terests, but as the days and weeks
passed by, their blinders became more
and more obvious.

By that time, the online activist
community had put the Chinese Com-
munist Party’s crimes on full display.
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